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gave  to  the  library  a  collection  of  six  thousand  volumes  that 
had  been  made  by  Benjamin  Franklin  French.  The  library 
was  put  first  under  the  management  of  the  Mechanics  Institute, 
then  of  the  University  of  Louisiana  and  later  of  the  Tulane 
University  of  Louisiana.  Its  librarians  during  this  period  were 
Prof.  Holmes,  Messrs.  E.  W.  Perry,  W.  L.  Finney,  C.  B. 
Stafford,  C.  G.  Gill  and  Miss  Minnie  Bell. 

The  Lyceum  Library  was  established  by  an  ordinance,  intro- 
duced into  the  council  of  Municipality  No.  2  by  Samuel  J. 
Peters.  The  library  was  located  in  the  City  Hall,  then  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Lafayette  street,  across  the  street  from  the 
present  municipal  building.  In  1849  ^^  was  removed  to  the 
present  City  Hall  building.  Its  first  librarian  was  Mr.  T.  Mc- 
Connell,  who  was  succeeded  by  Messrs.  R.  C.  Kerr,  J.  V. 
Calhoun,  C.  A.  Ducros,  C.  Davisson,  Miss  M.  Cooper  and  Mrs. 
M.  C.  Culbertson. 

The  combination  of  these  two  libraries  gave  to  the  city  a 
collection  of  over  thirty  thousand  books.  These  books  were  of 
a  much  higher  standard  and  more  scholarly  character  than 
those  usually  found  in  circulating  libraries.  The  fostering 
care  of  the  Mechanics  Institute  gave  to  the  library  many  books 
that  did  much  to  preserve  in  our  community  respect  for  the 
classic  in  art  and  to  perpetuate  in  the  concrete  form  of  our 
public  buildings  Greek  precepts  and  standards.  The  books  of 
both  the  Fisk  and  the  Lyceum  were  selected  by  ripe  scholars 
who  gathered  such  material  as  a  studious  body  of  readers 
would  enjoy  and  delight  in;  and  the  combined  libraries  pro- 
vided, for  its  size,  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  of  the 
classics  of  all  languages  and  all  times  that  existed  in  this 
country. 

The  members  of  the  first  board  appointed  to  manage  the 
library  were  Messrs.  F.  T.  Howard,  Albert  Baldwin,  Jr.,  P. 


A.  Lelong,  F.  G.  Ernst,  E.  B.  Kruttschnitt,  G.  W.  Flynn  and 
S.  H.  March.  Mr.  F.  T.  Howard  was  elected  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Board,  with  Mr.  E.  B.  Kruttschnitt  vice-president, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Flynn  secretary  and  Mr.  P.  A.  Lelong  treasurer.  Mr. 
Howard  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  board  in  March,  1904, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Dillard.  On  the  death  of 
Mr.  Kruttschnitt,  Mr.  John  Fitzpatrick  was  made  vice-pres- 
ident. Mr.  Flynn  resigned  the  secretaryship  to  be  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Ernst  w+io  died  in  May,  1905,  and  Mr.  Lelong  was  made 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  number  of  vacancies  on  the 
board  was  still  further  increased  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
March.  The  members  of  the  board  who  have  become  such 
through  virtue  of  their  office  as  Mayor  or  retiring  Mayor  are 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Mr.  W.  C.  Flower,  Mr.  Paul  Capdevielle  and 
Mr.  Martin  Behrman.  The  members  who  have  been  elected  to 
fill  vacancies  are,  besides  those  already  named,  Mr.  Adolph 
Katz,  Mr.  C.  F.  Claiborne  and  Mr.  J.  H.  DeGrange. 

The  Board  met  and  began  die  work  of  organization  in 
December,  1896. 

Mr.  William  Beer  was  appointed  Chief  Clerk  and  acted  as 
librarian  until  May,  1906  when  he  resigned.  Mr.  H.  M.  Gill 
was  appointed  librarian  in  June,  1906  and  assumed  his  du- 
ties on  the  15th  of  the  same  month. 

The  library  was  regularly  organized  and  the  reading  room 
was  opened  to  the  public  in  January,  1897.  Fiction  was  ready 
for  circulation  about  the  middle  of  March  of  the  same  year, 
but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1900  that  the  library  was  ready  to 
circulate,  in  any  considerable  numbers,  works  of  non-fiction. 

The  sum  of  Seventeen  Thousand  Dollars  was  appropriated 
to  defray  the  initial  expenses  of  organization,  equipment  and 
the  purchase  of  fiction  and  children's  books.  Up  to  the  year 
1906  the  total  revenues  for  maintenance  never  exceeded  in  any 
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one  year  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  In  October, 
1902,  tlie  donation  by  the  Simon  Hernsheim  heirs  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  became  available.  Of  this  money,  ten 
thousand  dollars  could  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books 
and  the  balance  was  to  constitute  a  fund,  the  interest  only  of 
whidi  could  be  used  to  buy  books.  In  1907,  under  the  agree- 
ment between  the  city  and  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  revenues 
of  the  library  were  increased  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

In  1905  ihe  federal  government  purchased  the  site  that  our 
library  occupied,  ar^d  in  November,  1906,  demanded  possession 
of  its  property.  The  transfer  of  tlie  lil>rary  from  its  old  roomy 
quarters  to  its  present  temporary  domicile  at  11 15  Prytania 
Street  was  effected  with  the  creditable  record  of  having  moved 
aix)ut  seventy  thousand  volumes  witl"iOut  interrupting  the  free 
use  of  the  books  for  ir.ore  than  four  davs.  The  conversion  of  a 
private  residence  into  a  library  building  proved  a  difficult 
problem;  it  also  cost  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  The  su- 
pervision of  this  work  practically  monopolized  the  time  of  tlie 
librarian  for  two  months. 

I  have  deemed  it  ;, roper  to  th.is  review  in  brief  outline  the 
history  of  the  li-.raiy  in  the  present  report,  as,  in  this  year,  the 
library  really  experienced  a  new  birth. 

The  generous  gift  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  by  Mr.  Carnegie  to  our  library  has  enabled 
us  to  so  enlarge  its  scope  and  extend  the  field  of  its  usefulness, 
to  so  increase  its  dignity  and  importance  in  the  eyes  of  our 
people  that,  from  now  on,  it  v»'ill  be  recognized  as  a  wortliy 
handmaid  to  our  excellent  public  school  system.  The  City 
Council  has  expressed  to  the  liberal  donor  the  thanks  of  the 
community  and  the  library  Ix^ard  has  engrossed  upon  its  min- 
utes its  grateful  appreciation  of  that  generous  act.  It  is  not 
out  of  place,  however,  to  put  here  on  permanent  and  public 


record  the  recognition  of  the  noble  philanthropy  of  all  of  the 
donors,  Abijah  and  Alvarez  Fisk,  the  Hernsheims  and  Car- 
negie. I  can  find  no  words  of  greater  dignity  and  eloquence 
to  express  these  sentiments  than  those  employed  by  Mayor 
Grossman  in  accepting  the  gift  of  Mr.  Fisk : 

'It  devolves  on  me  to  tender,  through  your  channel,  to  Mr. 
Alvarez  Fisk,  in  behalf  of  the  Councils  and  of  the  citizens  of 
New  Orleans,  their  grateful  acknowledgements  for  this  truly 
munificient  gift.  In  accomplishing  the  task,  I  feel  the  utmost 
pleasure  and  gratification,  from  the  circumstance  that  no  trib- 
ute of  gratitude  and  admiration  can  be  found  too  great  to  be 
awarded  to  the  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen  who  has  thus 
endowed  our  city  with  an  extensive  collection  of  useful  and 
scientific  books.  Mr.  Fisk  has  very  justly  felt  that  a  public 
library,  accessible  to  all,  liad  become  necessary  in  this  market 
place  of  trade,  where  the  votaries  of  traffic  are  prone  to  be  en- 
grossed by  naught  but  the  pursuits  of  sordid  interests.  He  has 
felt,  too,  that  a  few  hours  snatched  from  the  bustle  and  from 
the  dusty  path  of  commerce  w-ould  have  the  beneficial  tendency 
of  awakening,  in  many,  a  noble  and  high  ambition  of  intellect- 
ual improvement.  To  him  will  our  youths  be  indebted  for  the 
means  of  devclcping  ;heir  mental  faculties  otherwise  doomed, 
perhaps,  to  lie  dormant  in  obscurity  and  oblivion,  for  want  of 
proper  cultivation  and  nourishment. 

"We  hear  ever  and  anon  of  great  and  extraordinary  public 
services  v*hich  call  forth  the  admiration  of  the  multitude,  but  in 
my  hunible  conception,  he  deserves  the  very  highest  encom- 
iums, and  has  more  solid  claims  than  all  otiiers,  to  the  gratitude 
and  veneration  of  his  fellow-creatures,  who,  with  a  generous 
hand,  distrilxites  the  wealth  for  which  he  has  toiled  through 
life,  to  let  flovv'  in  abundant  streams  among  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, the  fountain  of  science  and  of  learning.    The  names  of 
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Messieurs  Abijah  and  Alvarez  Fisk  will  long  live  in  the  hearts 
of  their  fellow-citizens  as  public  benefactors." 

We  should  read  into  this  expression  of  gratitude  not  only 
the  names  of  the  other  individual  donors,  besides  the  Fisks  but 
should  also  include  our  City  Council,  that  in  response  to  the 
earnest  appeals  of  Mayor  Behrman  gave  to  the  library  for  its 
new  buildings,  sites  valued  at  about  Eighty  Thousand  Dol- 
lars and  agreed  to  provide  the  increased  cost  of  maintenance. 

Although  the  revenues  of  the  libary  have  been  substantially 
increased  this  year,  the  amount  at  our  disposal  for  mainte- 
nance is  still  far  below  what  is  allowed  the  libraries  of  other 
cities.  In  1906  Buffalo,  with  an  estimated  population  of  381,- 
819  gave  for  the  support  of  its  library  $78,308;  San  Francisco 
with  a  population  of  364,677  gave  $75,491 ;  Pittsburg  with  a 
population  of  375,082  gave  $200,000;  Detroit  with  a  popula- 
tion of  353,535  gave  $61,475;  Cincinnati  with  a  population  of 
345,230  gave  $134,163;  Milwaukee  with  a  population  of  317,- 
903  gave  $61,202;  Newark  (New  Jersey)  with  a  population  of 
289,634  gave  $54,423 ;  Louisville  with  a  population  of  226,129 
gave  $42,913.  These  appropriations  do  not  include  revenues 
received  from  other  sources  by  the  libraries.  Our  Council 
will,  therefore,  have  to  increase  our  appropriation  considerably 
to  place  our  library  on  a  parity  with  the  libraries  of  other  cit- 
ies of  about  the  same  population. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  location  of  our  building  seems  to  be  an  ideal  one  for 
circulation,  but  the  space  is  so  cramped  as  to  render  the  opera- 
tion of  the  library  exceedingly  difficult.  Instead  of  our  fonner 
twenty-eight  foot  delivery  counter  in  the  circulating  room  we 
have  a  ten-foot  desk,  and  while,  in  the  old  building  there  was 
room  for  two  hundred  waiting  borrowers,  now  twenty-five  un- 
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comfortably  crowd  their  allotted  portion  of  the  building.  This 
same  condition  of  affairs  extends,  of  course,  to  every  other  de- 
partment of  the  library  and  hampers  us  greatly  in  our  work. 
In  spite  of  these  and  many  other  disadvantages  that  we  will 
have  to  labor  under  until  the  new  building  is  finished,  we  have 
practically  circulated  the  same  number  of  books  as  we  did  the 
year  prior  to  moving.  It  is  very  gratifying,  on  the  contrary, 
to  find  that  the  circulation  of  non-fiction  has  increased  nearly 
twenty  per  cent,  over  the  number  circulated  last  year. 

REFERENCE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  reference  library  that  was  established  last  year  has  re- 
ceived considerable  additions  and  now  includes  slightly  over 
fifteen  hundred  volumes.  There  is,  in  addition  to  these,  a  set 
of  three  thousand  bound  magazines  tiiat  properly  constitute  a 
part  of  every  general  reference  collection.  The  character  of 
our  building  precludes  all  possibility  of  placing  them  with  the 
rest  of  the  reference  books,  but  they  are  readily  to  be  had  on 
application  of  the  reader. 

NORMAL  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

After  a  conference  with  the  teachers  of  the  Public  Normal 
School,  I  selected  and  set  aside  for  the  special  use  of  the 
students  of  that  institution  a  reference  library  on  pedagogy 
and  such  other  books  as  their  teachers  recommend  for  study 
in  addition  to  the  text-books  of  the  regular  curriculum.  Du- 
plicates of  these  works  are  kept  for  circulation,  in  some  in- 
stances as  many  as  six  or  eight  copies  are  provided. 
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CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT. 


Our  library  is  wholly  without  a  catalogue  of  any  kind.  Even 
the  stock  of  finding  lists,  now  published  in  nine  separates,  is 
about  exhausted. 

The  accessioning,  classifying,  and  shelf-listing  is  all  done 
by  two  ladies  wath  such  occasional  and  irregular  assistance 
that  a  third  assistant  working  in  the  circulating  department 
can  give  them.    During  the  year  we  accessioned  12,148  bocrfcs. 

There  were  58  lost  books  replaced  by  the  borrowers. 

All  the  work  of  purchasing  branch  books  and  preparing 
them  for  the  shelves  is  done  at  the  central  library. 

BINDING. 

The  reference  set  of  magazines  was  increased  by  the  bind- 
ing of  259  volumes.  The  number  of  miscellaneous  books  re- 
bound was  1,443. 

REPAIR  DEPARTMENT. 

The  mending  department  does  all  labeling,  plating,  etc.,  as 
well  as  simple  repair  work.  Their  report  shows  344  books 
sewed  and  6,000  mended.     There  were  700  books  discarded. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

All  borrowers  both  from  the  central  library  and  the  branches 
are  registered  at  the  central  library.  The  system  employed  by 
us  requires  both  a  numbered  register  book  and  a  card  register, 
in  which  are  filed  the  borrower's  application  and  the  guaran- 
tor's card  of  endorsement. 

The  borrower  is  permitted  to  draw  books  at  the  same  lime 
from  the  central  library  and  from  one  of  the  branches;  in 
the  statistics  of  the  department  his  application  for  both  priv- 
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lieges  is  counted,  however,  as  one  registration.  The  borrower 
is  required  to  register  only  every  other  year.  The  number  of 
borrowers  registered  in  1907  was  3,634.  The  number  of  bor- 
rowers registered  since  the  opening  of  the  library  is  38,972. 

MAGAZINES    AND    NEWSPAPERS. 

The  library  receives,  through  subscription  or  gift,  214  maga- 
zines and  };j  newspapers.  All  of  the  local  papers  that  are  re- 
ceived are  gifts.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  government 
publications  nor  bulletins  and  reports  of  other  libraries. 

I  have  continued  the  policy,  begim  by  me  last  year,  of  plac- 
ing all  periodicals  on  racks  where  patrons  may  freely  choose 
those  they  wish  to  read.  The  result  of  this  change  has  been 
that  the  magazine  room  is  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity,  an«.l 
there  is  hardly  an  afternoon  or  evening  that  readers  are  not 
turned  away. 

UNITED    STATES    AND    LOCAL    DOCUMENTS. 

Ours  is  one  of  the  depository  libraries  for  government  doc- 
uments. Our  collection  of  these  documents  is  an  unusually 
good  one  and  is  especially  rich  in  the  earlier  publications.  We 
receive  in  addition  to  the  "sheep  set''  many  of  the  publications 
of  the  several  departments  and  commissions.  The  publications 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  form  a  particularly  valuable 
part  of  this  collection. 

We  are  also  one  of  the  few  depositaries  of  the  complete  card 
catalogue  issued  by  the  Library  of  Congress. 

In  June  I  began  the  systematic  collection  of  the  reports  and 
general  publications  of  Louisiana  State  and  municipal  offices 
and  boards  of  quasi  public  bodies,  commercial  exchanges,  etc. 
Our  collection  now  includes  about  200  bound  volumes  and 
1,000  pamphlets.    I  hope,  in  the  course  of  time,  to  develop  this 
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A  vacation  of  two  weeks  with  full  pay  is  granted  each  as- 
sistant. 

BRANCHES. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  year  1908  all  three  of  our 
branches  were  in  operation.  The  sites  for  these  buildings 
were  furnished  by  the  city  and  are  worth  approximately  Fif- 
teen Thousand  Dollars.  The  buildings  were  constructed  at 
a  cost  of  about  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars,  w^ich  was  taken 
from  the  Carnegie  donation.  The  equipment  was  paid  for 
from  the  general  fund  of  the  library. 

The  library  board  also  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  total  cost  of 
the  several  branches  including  sites,  buildings,  equipment  and 
books  has  been:  Royal  Branch,  $25,811;  Algiers  Branch, 
$26,080;  Napoleon  Branch,  $26,560. 

The  central  library  gave  to  the  branches  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred books ;  the  branches  are  therefore  almost  entirely  provided 
with  new  books. 

The  book  capacity  of  the  Royal  Branch  is  six  thousand ;  it 
now  contains  4,450  volumes.  The  capvacity  of  the  Algiers 
Branch  is  also  six  thousand  and  it  has  been  assigned  3,826  vol- 
umes. Not  more  than  five  thousand  books  can  be  placed  in  the 
Napoleon  Branch,  and  so  far  I  have  placed  in  it  3,519  volumes. 

In  the  branch  libraries  I  have  adopted  the  open  shelf  sys- 
tem, and  for  circulation  the  Brown  charging  system.  At  the 
branches,  as  well  as  at  the  Central  library,  the  borrower  is  not 
troubled  with  the  care  of  his  card. 

The  selection  of  sites  for  the  branches  was  in  every  case  a 
happy  one.  Royal  Branch  is  on  the  edge  of  an  exceedingly 
busy  commercial  and  shopping  section  and  directly  opposite  a 
pretty  public  square.  The  location  is  certain  to  guarantee  a 
liberal  use  of  the  library.    Its  circulation  will,  I  believe,  in  a 
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few  years  tax  its  resources  to  their  fullest  extent.  Napoleon 
Branch,  at  almost  the  other  end  of  town,  has  been  located  in  a 
neighborhood  exactly  similar  to  the  ''downtown  library."  The 
Algiers  Branch  is  built  at  the  intersection  of  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal avenues  of  tliat  part  of  the  city,  it  is  just  across  the 
street  from  a  large  school  and  only  four  squares  distant  from 
another. 

In  the  brandies  particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  chil- 
dren. A  large  per  cent,  of  tlie  lx)cks  provided  is  for  their  use, 
tables  and  chairs  especially  designed  for  the  little  ones  have 
been  placed  in  each  building,  picture  bulletins  are  liberally  em- 
ployed to  stimulate  the  desire  to  read  and  to  direct  their  read- 
ing in  certain  clianncls.  I  intend  at  once  to  institute  the  prac- 
tice of  story  telling  to  children  and  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  story  hour  will  result  in  much  good  to  the  young 
readers  in  cur  libraries. 

With  the  opening  of  the  branches  a  much  greater  public  in- 
terest in  the  library  seems  to  have  been  aroused.  The  reports 
for  the  first  month  of  the  year  1908  show  that  our  circulation 
in  the  central  library  has  increased  one  thousand  four  hundred 
per  month,  and  this  with  the  number  of  books  distributed  by 
the  branches,  will  double  our  circulation,  raising  it  from  one  to 
two  hundred  thousand  a  year. 

The  tables  annexed  to  this  report  will  show  in  detail  the 
number  and  character  of  books  accessioned  and  circulated  dur- 
ing the  year;  the  number  of  registrations;  the  donations;  the 
money  received  by  the  librarian  from  fines,  the  sale  of  finding 
lists  and  the  sale  of  waste  paper;  the  receipts  and  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  library. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  American  people  that  all  men  are  com- 
mon inheritors  of  nature's  gift  of  mind  and  heart;  that  the 
sentiment  of  truth,  justice,  love  and  beauty  lies  latent  in  every 
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breast ;  that  the  common  judgment  in  taste,  politics  and  religion 
is  the  nearest  possible  approach  in  man's  fallibility,  to  a  correct 
and  final  decision.  We  must  therefore  conclude  that  the  only 
just  government  is  that  which  finds  its  origin  in  the  will  of 
the  people  and  that  trusts  its  guidance  to  the  reason,  reflection 
and  free  expression  of  the  deliberate  choice  of  that  people.  The 
status  of  such  a  government  must  depend  upon  the  intelligence 
and  morality  of  the  entire  community.  It  is  our  belief  that 
progress  can  be  made  and  that  the  advancement  of  civilization 
is  possible  only  through  the  culture  of  the  moral  and  intellectual 
powers  of  the  people  at  large.  One  of  the  most  remarkable 
features  of  our  system  pi  government  is  the  startling  perspic- 
acity of  vision  with  which  its  founders  perceived  that  the  pro- 
gress of  civilization  could  be  determined  by  the  development  of 
the  average  intelligence  and  the  resulting  provision  in  every 
state  that  the  public  should  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  de- 
velopment of  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  every  citizen. 
Time  has  borne  out  tliese  sages  in  their  conclusions.  Year  by 
year  education,  and  education  of  the  masses  can  be  achieved 
only  through  the  state,  has  become  the  overwhelmingly  domi- 
nant force  in  the  world.  In  fact,  President  Eliot  of  Harvard 
recently  expressed  it  as  his  deliberate  opinion  that  education 
was  the  only  one  of  the  "organized,  inspiriting  and  moralizing 
forces  in  American  society  that  has  gained  strength  and  in- 
creased its  influence  during  the  past  fifty  years."  In  recogni- 
tion of  this  belief  thousands  are  everywhere  engaged  in  the 
noble  and  ennobling  work  of  taking  minds  dwarfed  and  de- 
formed through  lack  of  development,  innured  to  habits  belong- 
ing to  a  low  stage  of  mental  life,  their  faculties  immured  in 
dungeons  of  darkness,  and  bringing  them  to  realize  themselves 
as  living  souls  responding  to  a  cultivated  intelligence.  This 
work  is  done,  naturally  chiefly  through  the  public  schools.  The 
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public  library  also  labors  with  this  same  noble  purpose  and  it 
labors  often  in  a  field  of  usefulness  that  the  school  can  not 
reach.  It  is,  indeed,  second  only  to  the  church  and  the  school 
in  strengthening  the  mind  and  character  of  our  fellow  men,  in 
exalting  their  reason  and  ennobling  their  heart. 

Together  with  some  members  of  the  staff,  I  have  assumed, 
during  the  past  year,  a  burden  of  work  that  is  rarely  borne 
by  a  library  corps.  We  have  performed  these  duties  cheerfully 
and  faithfully ;  we  have  toiled  zealously  and  unremittingly  and 
the  results  of  our  labors  are  unmistakably  apparent.  Assured 
by  the  firm  belief  that  this  work  will  bear  fruit  in  the  near  fu- 
ture for  our  community,  I  submit  this  report  with  a  sense  of 
satisfaction,  pride  and  hopefulness. 

I  respectfully  submit  this  as  my  report  for  the  year  1907. 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 
Librarian. 
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THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending 

January  1 0th,   1908* 


RECEIPTS. 


To  General  Fund,  balance  from  1904 $12,869  13 

S.  Hernsheira  Fund,  balance  from  1906 2,206  30 

Depositors  Fund,  balance  from  1906 266  00 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation 21,170  08 

Interest  on  Deposits,  Interstate  T.  &  B.  Co. ..        241  78 

Fines  aad  Catalogues 1,208  42 

Bourbon  Street  property.  Rents 2,705  01 

Rent  for  fence  around  Central  Library 642  00 

Sale  of  Waste  Paper 10  49 

HERNSHEIM  FUND, 

Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City  of 

New  Orleans 1,480  00 

Coupons,  New  Orleans  City  &  Lake  R.  R 350  00 

Total  Receipts $43,149  21 


EXPENDITURES. 


By  Books,  S.  Hernsheim  Fund 3,953  64 

Books,  General  Fund 8,107  10 

Periodicals 885  38 

Binding   825  17 

Insurance,  1115  Prytania  St., 625  Commerce  St., 
Bourbon  St. ,  property,  Royal  and  Algiers 

Branch 542  33 

Lighting 995  43 

Fuel 73  00 

Printing  and  Stationery 462  72 

Repairs,  Bourbon  Street  property 228  00 

Rent,  Library,  1115  Prytania  Street 1,650  00 

Salaries 12,415  00 
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SUNDRIES,  as  follows: 

Electrical  Fixtures,  etc.,  1115  Prytania  Street,  1,073  S3 

Furnishing,  etc 324  35 

Telephone  service 81  60 

Night  Watchman 55  00 

Expense  for  laying    Corner   Stone,     Central 

Library 115  00 

Petty  Cash  for  Librarian 100  00 

Miscellaneous  items 1,911  86 

ROYAL  BRANCH. 

Watchman 55  00 

Gardener 12  00 

Fuel 19  00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 99  42 

Salaries,  (one  month) 130  00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses 107  55 

ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 374  19 

Gardener 182  00 

Printing 11  75 

•   Miscellaneous  Expenses 58  93 

NAPOLEON  BRANCH. 

To  Sewerage  and  Water  Board  for  connection 

to  sewer 150  00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses 25  24 

Total  Expenditures $35,024  19 

Balance  in  Interstate  Trust  and  Banking  Co 4,496  45 

Balance  in  New  Orleans  National  Bank,  (General 

Fund) 3.545  91 

Balance  in  New  Orleans  National  Bank,  (Hern- 

sheim  Fund) 82  66 

$43,149  21 
P.  A.  LELONG, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

New  Orleans,  January  10th,  1908. 


21 


UST  OF  READERS  CARDS  ISSUED. 


Table  1. 


January  

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 


Guarantee 

Deposits 

245 

21 

203 

19 

209 

21 

256 

5 

258 

11 

186 

8 

238 

10 

273 

11 

205 

7 

452 

20 

448 

12 

499 

17 

3472 

162 

Total  1907 


266 
222 
230 
261 
269 
194 
248 
284 
212 
472 
460 
516 

3634 


Total  1906 


255 

269 
344 
242 
276 
285 
413 
355 
339 
353 
255 
253 

3639 
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ACCESSIONS. 


Table  2; 


January 


February 


March 

April 

May 


June. 
July. 


August 


September . 


October 


November  . . . . 


December 


Total, 


Pur- 
chased 

Lyceum 
Library 

Gifts 
7 

Re- 
Placed 

BiOdlDK 

Total 
1907 

187 

24 

218 

254 

19 

23 

296 

207 

11 

5 

223 

248 

32 

8 

23 

311 

158 

8 

6 

172 

194 

2 

55 

251 

578 

49 

14 

641 

2108 

54 

2162 

825 

9 

834 

1117 

4 

IS 

30 

23 

1189 

2804 

2 

4 

35 

2845 

2965 

S 
126 

19 

17 

3006 

11645 

60 

58 

259 

12148 

Total 
1900 


105 

130 
103 
342 
240 

80 
288 

93 
254 
237 
139 
113 

2124 


83  books  were  donated  but  not  accessioned. 
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Qassification  of  Books  Accessioned* 


Tablb  3. 


General  Works 


Philosophy 


Religion 


Sociology 
Philology 


Natural  Science 


Useful  Arts 


Fine  Arts, 


Literature 
Travel  ... 
Biography 
History  . . 
Fiction  . . . 


Total 


In  1906 


173 
31 
34 

135 
13 
39 
87 
25 

144 


290 
1153 

2124 
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Money  Received  from  Fines  and  Catalogues. 

Table  6. 

January $    86  95 

February 77  63 

March 81  08 

April 81  46 

May 75  89 

June 82  05 

July 82  39 

August 152  05 

September 183  26 

October 112  92 

November 87  47 

December 105  27 

Total $1,208  42 

In  addition  to  the  above  amount  the  sum  of  $10.49  from 
the  sale  of  waste  paper  was  sent  to  the  Treasurer. 
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ATTENDANCE  OF  READERS 

— IN — 

Reading,  Reference  and  Newspaper  Rooms. 

Table  7. 


January 2757 


February 


March 


April 


May. 
June 
July. 


August 


September 


October. 


November 
December . 


WKEK  DAYS 


Reference 

and 

Reading 

RoomH 


2515 
2355 
2573 
2445 
2147 


1023 


1862 

906 

2206 

2351 


2910 


Nen'spaper 
Room 


Totals, 


26050 


2184 
2198 
1755 
1359 

952 
1073 

934 
1060 

917 
1356 
2184 
2544 


18516 


SUNDAYS 


Reference 
and 
Reading 
Rooms 


Newspaper 
Room 


193 

180 

231 

162 

124 

122 

74 

79 

98 

93 

112 

157 


1625 


203 


188 


1571 


Total 


5337 


211 

5104 

235 

4576 

120 

4214 

65 

3586 

69 

3411 

SI 

2082 

70 

3071 

115 

2036 

96 

3751 

148 

4795 

5799 


47762 


Newspapers  and  Magazines 

RECEIVED  BY  THE 

New  Orleans  Public  Library^ 


NEWSPAPERS. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 

Atlanta  Constitution 
Baltimore  Sun 
Boston  Transcript 
Charleston  News  and  Courier 
Chicago  Daily  Tribune 
Cincinnati  Enquirer 
Courrier  des  Estats-Unis 
Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News 
Galveston  Daily  News 
Kolnische  Zeitung 
London  Daily  Telegraph 
Los  Angeles  Examiner 
Louisville  Courier  Journal 
Memphis  Commercial  Appeal 
Minneapolis  Tribune 
Mobile  Register 
New  York  Herald 
New  York  Times 
Paris  Figaro 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger 
Portland  Oregonian 
Richmond  Times  Dispatch 
St.  Louis  Republic 
San  Francisco  Call 
Springfield  Daily  Republican 
Washington  Post 
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GIFTS. 

Albuquerque  Journal 

Daily  Item 

Daily  Picayune 

Daily  States 

Italo  Americano 

Jewish  Ledger 

Jewish  Tribune 

Mississippi  Blatter 

Morning  Star 

New  Orleans  Bee 

New  Orleans  Morning  World 

Southwestern  Presbyterian 

Times-Democrat. 
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MAGAZINES. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 

Ainslee's  Magazine 

American  Architect  and  Building  News 

American  Boy 

American  Federationist 

American  Homes  and  Gardens 

American  Inventor 

American  Library  Association  Book  List 

American  Machinist 

American  Magazine 

American  Photography 

American  Pottery  Gazette 

American  Primary  Teacher 

American  School  Board  Journal 

Annals  of  American  Academy 

Appleton's  Magazine 

Architect  and  Builders  Magazine 

Architectural  Record 

Architectural  Review 

Arena 

Athenaeum 

Atlantic  Monthly 

Biblical  World 

Bird-Lore 

Blackwood's  Magazine 

Black  and  White 

Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright 

Bookman 

Book  News 

Book  Review  Digest 

Brickbuilder  and  Architectural  Monthly 

Business  World 

Canadian  Magazine 

Carnegie  Library  Bulletin  of  Pittsburg 
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Cassell's  Little  Folks 

Cassier's  Magazine 

Catholic  World 

Century 

Chamber's  Journal 

Charities  and  the  Commons 

Chautauquan 

Circle 

Collier's  Weekly 

Confederate  Veteran 

Contemporary  Review 

Cornhill  Magazine 

Cosmopolitan 

Cotton 

Country  Life  in  America 

Craftsman 

Cumulative  Book  Index 

Current  Literature 

Delineator 

Deutsche  Rundschau 

Dial 

Donahoe's  Magazine 

Dramatic  Mirror 

Edinburgh  Review 

Education 

Educational  Foundation 

Educational  Review 

Electrical  Review 

Electrical  World 

Engineer  (American) 

Engineering  Magazine 

Engineering  News 

Engineering  and  Mining  Journal 

Engineering  Record 

English  Illustrated  Magazine 

Etude 

Everybody's  Magazine 

Field  and  Stream 
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Fliegende  Blatter 

Forest  and  Stream 

Fortnightly  Review 

Forum 

Foundry 

Gartenlaube 

Good  Housekeeping 

Graphic 

Harper's  Bazar 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine 

Harper's  Weekly 

Health  Culture 

House  Beautiful 

Ice  and  Refrigeration 

Illustracion  Espanola 

Illustrated  London  News 

Illustration 

Illustratione  Italiana 

Illustrierte  Zeitung 

Independent 

International  Marine  Engineering 

Je  Sais  Tout 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies 

Judge 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine 

Kindergarten  Review 

Knowledge 

Ladies  Home  Journal 

Lectures  Pour  Tons 

Leslie's  Weekly 

Library  Index 

Library  Journal 

Life 

Lippincott's 
Literary  Digest 
Little  Folks 
Lyceumite  &  Talent 
McClure's  Magazine 
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Manual  Training*  Magazine 

Manufacturers'  Record 

Masters  in  Art. 

Medical  Brief 

Metal  Industry 

Metal  Worker 

Missionary  Review 

Municipal  Engineering 

Municipal  Journal  and  Engineer 

Munsey's  Magazine 

Musical  Courier 

Musician 

Nation 

National  Geographic  Magazine 

National  Home  Journal 

Nautical  Gazette 

New  England  Magazine 

New  York  Teachers  Monograph 

Nineteenth  Century  and  After 

North  American  Review 

Open  Court 

Outing 

Outlook  (American) 

Outlook  (English) 

Out  West 

Overland  Monthly 

Pacific  Monthly 

Pall  Mall 

Pearson's  Magazine 

Pernin's  Stenographer 

Photographic  Times  and  Bulletin 

Physical  Culture 

Pittman's  Journal 

Poet-Lore 

Popular  Mechanics 

Popular  Science  Monthly 

Primary  Education 
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Proceeding-s  of  American  Institute  of  Elec- 
trical Engineers 

Public 

Public  Libraries 

Publishers  Weekly 

Puck 

Putnam's  Monthly 

Quarterly  Review 

Readers  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature 

Review  of  Reviews  (American) 

Revue  Bleue 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes 

Revue  Scientifique 

Royal  Magazine 

Rudder 

Saint  Nicholas 

Saturday  Evening  Post 

School  Review 

School  World 

Science 

Scientific  American 

Scientific  American  Supplement 

Scribner's  Magazine 

Selected  List  of  Public  Documents 

Single  Tax  Review 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly 

Southern  Lumberman 

Southwestern  Presbyterian 

Strand 

Success 

Teachers  Magazine 

Technical  World 

Textile  World  and  Record 

Theatre 

Uber  Land  und  Meer 

Vie  Illustr^e 

Violin  World 

Vogue 


36 

Western  Electrician 
Westminster  Review 
Wide  World  Magazine 
Woodworker 
Windsor  Magazine 
Woman  at  Home 
Woman*s  Home  Companion 
World  To-day 
World's  Work 
Youth's  Companion 

GIFTS. 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  Faith 

Art  Student 

Association  Men 

Association  Review 

Billboard 

Board  of  Trade  Journal  (Scranton) 

Brain 

Chicago  Banker 

Caledonian 

Christian  Science  Journal 

Christian  Science  Sentinel 

Cotton  Journal 

Cuba  Review  and  Bulletin 

Exponent 

Herald  of  the  Cross 

Herald  of  the  Golden  Age 

Journal  of  Zoophilj 

Ladies  Review 

L'Athen6e  Louisianais 

Louisiana  Planter 

Matilda  Zeigler 

New  Orleans  Lumber  and  Trade  Journal 

New  Century  Path 

Neue  Deutsche  Zeitung 

Pacific  and  Northwest 
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Revista  Commercial  Americana 

Shoppell 

Show  World 

Southern  Farm  Gazette 

Southern  Buck 

Southern  Lutheran 

Sugar  Planters  Journal 

Sunset 

Times  Magazine 

Trade  Index 

Tulane  Weekly 

Tulanian 

Vegetarian 

Woman's  Journal 
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DONORS. 


BOUND  VOLUMES. 


Abbott,  F.  R 

American  Historical  Society 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Co 3 

Balch,  T.  W 

Bamberger,  Mrs.  L • 

Bernier,  Edward 

Black,  E.  S 

Brown,  Mrs.  W.  P 

Canada  Department  of  Agriculture  

Carter,  executors  of  J.  C.  Carter 

City  of  Paris 

Craighead,  Dr.  E.  B 

Crane,  Mrs.  C.  R.  &  Freeman,  J.  R 

Crawford,  Miss  May 14 

De  Benneville,  J.  S 

De  Lavergne,  J.  H 

Duke,  H.  S 

Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  Free  &  Accepted  Masons. . . . 

Gelpi,  Paul 

Harris,  H.  W.  . . . , 1 

Harvard  University   

Harvey,  Mrs.  G.  C 4 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society 

Kennard,  J.  S 

Kenny  Directory  Co 
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La.  Attorney  Greneral 3 

La.  State  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Immigration 5 

La.  State  Board  of  Health 6 

La.  State  Experiment  Station 2 

La.  State  Library 2 

La.  State  Penitentiary,  Board  of  Control 2 

La.  Secretary  of  State 2 

La.  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education 4 

McEnery,  Hon.  S.  D 82 

Molee,  Elias i 

Montana  State  Library i 

National  Slavonic  Society  of  U.  S i 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Commissioners,  Port  of  N.  O . . . .  i 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Marine  Surveyors i 

New  Orleans  Oty  Comptroller 2 

New  Orleans  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 4 

New  York  City  Department  of  Education '    i 

Province  of  Ontario i 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y i 

Railroad  Commission 10 

Rochelle,  M.  A 4 

Rosengarten,  J.  G i 

Ruch,  Mrs.  H.  B i 

Seymour,  W.  H.  . , 5 

Simmons,  Miss  L.  T 4 

Smithsonian  Institution 8 

Speed,  J.  B i 

Stanton,  G.  S i 

Textile  World  Record i 

United  States  Dept.  of  Agriculture 2 

United  States  Dept.  of  Commerce  and  Labor 44 

United  States  Dept.  of  Interior 2 
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United  States  Congress 151 

United  States  Interstate  Commerce  Commission i 

United  States  State  Department 3 

United  States  Treasury 55 

United  States  War  Department 5 

Weiss,  Walter 2 

West,  Mrs.  M 2 

Anonymous 11 

Total 523 


BULLETINS^   PAMPHLETS  AND  REPORTS. 

American  Anti-Vicisection  Society i 

American  Institute  of  Social  Service 11 

American  National  Red  Cross 4 

American  Republics  Bureau 4 

American  Library  Association i 

Atlanta  Carnegie  Library i 

Audubon  Park 2 

Baltimore  Sun ,  i 

Beyer,  Allison  Kjopman 1 

Boletin  del  Archivo  Nacionale * 6 

Boston  Port  &  Seaman's  Aid  Society i 

Boston  Public  Library 13 

Braddock  Carnegie  Free  Library  &  Carnegie  Club i 

Brass  Association  Convention i 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 8 

Bollettino  Ufficiale  del  Ministero  d'Agricultura  Industria 

e  Commercio 36 


Brown  University 

Buffalo  Public  Library : 

Covington,  La.,  M.  C  B.  Circulating  Library 

Charity  Hospital,  Board  of  Administrators lO 

Chicago  Public  Library 

Qeveland  Public  Library •, 

Qeveland  Educational  Commission 

Commercial  Law  League  of  America 9 

City  of  Hartford 

Cornell  University 

Dartmouth  College 

Denver  Public  Library 6 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library 10 

Drexel  Institute 

Detroit  Public  Library 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library 

Erie  Public  Library 

Evanston  Public  Library 

Federation  of  American  Zionists 4 

Georgia  Library   

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library , 

Haverhill  Public  Library   3 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library 

Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library 

Joliet  Public  Library 

Kansas  City  Public  Library 

John  B.  Stetson  University 

Lafayette  La.  Southwestern  La.  Industrial  Institute 2 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference 

Library  of  Congress •. . . .    126 

Little  Chronicle 

Louisville  Free  Public  Library 
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Louisiana  Adjutant  General i 

Louisiana  Attorney  General 3 

Louisiana  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 5 

Louisiana  Board  of  Commissioners,  5th  Levee  District. .  25 

Louisiana  Board  of  State  Engineers 5 

Louisiana  Board  of  Control,  State  Penitentiary i 

Louisiana  Gulf  Biologic  Station 2 

Louisiana  Bar  Association    9 

Louisiana  Congregational  Association i 

Louisiana  Governor   i 

Louisiana  Insane  Asylum i 

Louisiana  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 6 

Louisiana  Fire  Prevention  Bureau 3 

Louisiana  Historical  Association   i 

Louisiana  Historical  Society 4 

Louisiana  Live  Stock  Inspector i 

Louisiana  Oyster  Commission 2 

Louisiana  Register  of  the  State  Land  Office i 

Louisiana  Secretary  of  State 4 

Louisiana  Soldiers  Home 4 

Louisiana  State  Bank  Examiner x 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Agriculture  &  Immigration ...  2 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health 6 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Pension  Commissioners i 

Louisiana  State  Fire  Marshal 2 

Louisiana  State  Librarian 20 

Louisiana  State  Museum 8 

Louisiana  State  Normal  School i 

Louisiana  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education i 

Louisiana  State  University 9 

Louisiana  State  University  Experiment  Station 18 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 
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Michigan  College  of  Mines i 

Michigan  Board  of  Public  Health 2 

Minnesota  Public  Library  Commission 2 

Mississippi  River  Commission i 

Mississippi  Bar  Association i 

Municipal  Ownership •  • 2 

New  Basin  Canal  &  Shell  Road 8 

New  Bedford  Public  Library i 

New  Haven  Free  Public  Library 6 

New  Jersey  Library  Association i 

New  Jersey  Public  Library  Commission i 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Education  of  Public  Schools  ....  2 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Health 6 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Marine  Surveyors i 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Trade .' 5 

New  Orleans  City  Engineer 6 

New  Orleans  Qty  Park  Improvement  Association 11 

New  Orleans  City  Treasurer 2 

New  Orleans  Civil  Service  Commission 4 

New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange 14 

New  Orleans  Fire  Insurance  Patrol 6 

New  Orleans  Port  Commissioners 6 

New  Orleans  Progressive  Union 3 

New  Orleans  Sewerage  and  Water  Board 8 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 2 

New  York  Merchants  Association 2 

New  York  Public  Library 32 

Northwestern  University I 

Omaha  Public  Library   7 

Orleans  Parish  Medical  Society 3 

Osaka  Library i 

Osterhout  Free  Library I 
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Ottawa  Carnegie  Library I 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society i 

Pennsylvania  Teaching  Society  &  Free  Circulating 

Library  for  the  Blind i 

People's  Homestead  Association  of  New  Orleans i 

Peoria  Public  Library I 

Philadelphia  Free  Library 8 

Philadelphia  Teachers'  Association   i 

Pioneer  in  International  Arbitration,  by  J.  D.  Rodeffer ...  i 

Pittsburgh  Carnegie  Library    i6 

Post  Vincennes,  by  F.  A.  Meyers ,  I 

Pratt  Free  Institute  Library 8 

Providence  Public  Library   5 

Rosenberg  Library,  Galveston,  Texas 2 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association I 

St.  Louis  Public  Library 2 

St.  Paul  Play  Grounds  Committee  Report I 

Salem  Public  Library 13 

San  Antonio  Public  Library i 

Scranton  Public  Library ; 2 

Shreveport  Charity  Hospital i 

Smithsonian  Institution  25 

Southern  Educational  Association ♦  i 

Southern  Pacific  Railroad 3 

Springfield  Library  Association 13 

Still  College  of  Osteopathy i 

Syracuse  Public  Library I 

Toledo  Public  Library i 

Trustees  of  John  B.  Slater  Fund i 

Tulane  University 3 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission ^   4 

United  States  Court  of  Qaims 2 
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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 636 

United  States  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor  ....  172 

United  States  Department  of  Navy 15 

United  States  Department  of  State i 

United  States  Department  of  Treasury 55 

United  States  Department  of  War 2X 

United  States  Government  Printing  Office 10 

United  States  Department  of  Interior 32 

United  States  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 3 

United  States  Justice    5 

United  States  Postoffice  2 

United  States  President  of  the  United  States i 

University  of  Chicago i 

University  of  Chicago  Press i 

University  of  Michigan 2 

University  of  Tennessee  Register i 

University  of  Texas i 

University  of  Vermont  &  State  Agricultural  College .... 

University  of  Virginia 5 

University  of  Wisconsin •.^. . . .  i 

Waltham  Public  Library 12 

Western  Theological  Seminary i 

Westminster  Public  Libraries i 

Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library 12 

Yale  University i 

Total 1705 
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Annual  Report  for  1908. 


To  the  ff'onorahle  Mayor  and  the  Members  of  the  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  New  Orleans: 

Gentlemen— I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  for  the  year  1908. 
I  shall  mention  briefly  the  most  important  features  of  the 
year's  work,  and  direct  your  attention  for  detailed  information 
to  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

Almost  at  the  end  of  the  year  w^e  moved  into  the  new  Central 
Library  building  that  had  been  erected  with  funds  donated  by 
Mr.  Carnegie. 

The  completion  of  a  branch  system  has  been  one  of  the  wisest 
acts  of  the  Library  Board,  and  the  results  have  shown  the  ad- 
visability, as  soon  as  the  money  is  available,  of  considerably 
extending  this  work. 

A  children's  library  has  been  established,  and  is  so  popular 
that  its  monthly  circulation  equals  the  number  of  books  in  the 
collection. 

There  are  now  in  the  Library  91,795  books;  of  this  number 
8,955  were  added  last  year.  The  number  of  readers  in  the  Library 
increased  from  14,762  in  1907  to  68,330  in  1908 ;  the  number  of 
Library  cards  in  use  was  doubled  during  the  year,  and  the  cir- 
culation increased  from  97,316  to  245,559. 

There  are  thirty-six  employees  of  the  Board,  and  the  increasing 
demand  on  the  Library  will,  before  long,  necessitate  the  aug- 
menting of  this  force 

By  rigid  economy  in  administration  the  Board  has,  with  great 
difficulty,  managed  to  meet  its  obligations;  but  the  equipment 


of  three  branches,  the  partial  equipment  of  the  central  building 
and  the  enormous  increase  of  circulation  will  require  a  far  more 
liberal  support  from  your  body  than  has  been  necessary  here- 
tofore. 

JOHN  PITZPATRICK, 
Acting  President 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen— In  my  last  annual  report  I  reviewed  the 
history  of  the  Library  and  traced  its  growth  from  its  origin. 
My  reason  for  so  doing,  as  I  then  stated,  was  that  the  generosity 
of  Mr.  Carnegie  and  your  honorable  body  had  made  the  Library 
so  much  greater  an  institution  as  to  almost  change  its  character, 
and  a  retrospect  was  necessary  to  connect  its  past  life  with  its 
present.  The  reports  for  the  last  year  show  with  what  remark- 
able rapidity  the  result  of  this  generosity  has  been  attained.  By 
February  all  three  of  the  branches  had  been  opened,  fully 
equipped,  and  gave  promise  of  a  satisfactory  circulation.  On 
October  26th  the  Central  Library  closed  its  temporary  quarters 
and  the  next  day  began  moving  into  its  new  building.  We  have 
just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  manner  in  which  this  move  was 
made.  Seventy-seven  thousand  books  were  moved,  arranged  on 
the  shelves  and  made  ready  for  circulation  in  six  days.  In 
spite  of  the  rapidity  with  which  we  transferred  the  books,  so 
skillfully  and  carefully  were  they  handled  that  not  a  book  was 
lost,  and  not  a  half-dozen  damaged.  The  entire  expense  of 
moving,  including  the  cleaning  of  the  new  building,  was  only 
two  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Library  was  an  occasion  of  unusual 
interest.  The  building  was  brilliantly  lighted,  handsomely  deco- 
rated, and  a  large  audience  filled  the  great  reading-room  to  the 
doors.  A  platform  had  been  built  behind  the  delivery  desk, 
and  on  it  were  seated  the  speakers,  distinguished  guests  and  the 
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Board.  President  Dillard  was  unable  to  be  present  on  account 
of  illness  in  his  family,  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board,  presided.  Bev.  Father  John  O'Shanahan,  S.  J., 
opened  the  ceremonies  with  prayer,  and  Dr.  I.  L.  Leucht  pro- 
nounced the  benediction.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Hon. 
Martin  Behrman,  Mayor  of  the  city;  Messrs.  John  Fitzpatrick, 
Samuel  L.  Gilmore,  Dr.  Beverly  Warner  and  Henry  M.  Gill. 

The  exercises  were  concluded  with  the  reading  of  the  follow- 
ing dispatch  that  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Carnegie : 

**Nbw  Orleans,  October  31,  1908. 

**Mb.  Andrew  Carnegie, 
**No.  2  East  Ninety-first  Street, 

''New  York  City: 

**  To-day  will  be  remembered  in  Louisiana  by  generations  yet 
to  come  as  the  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  New  Orleans 
Public  Library,  and  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that  the  institution 
owes  its  magnificent  buildings  to  your  generosity  as  a  man  and 
to  your  wisdom  as  a  lover  of  mankind. 

Board  op  Directors,  New  Orleans  Puruc  Library." 
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The  building  was  then  thrown  open  to  the  public  for  inspec- 
tion. The  cost  of  the  building  was:  To  the  contractors 
$194,943.70;  to  the  architects,  $9,744.95;  for  the  furniture, 
$7,036;  for  stacks,  $14,479.50;  for  electric  fittings,  $2,250; 
making  the  total  cost  $228,739.65. 

The  following  description  of  the  building  has  been  furnished 
by  the  architects,  Messrs.  DiboU,  Owen  &  Goldstein : 

**The  central  building  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  is 
a  building  of  Bedford  stone,  of  Renaissance  architecture,  placed 
upon  a  high  terrace  facing  St.  Charles  Avenue  on  its  starting 
I>oint  at  Lee  Circle.  It  is  162  feet  long  and  115  feet  wide,  and 
the  top  of  the  dome  78  feet  above  the  sidewalk.  It  is  of  fire- 
proof construction,  of  steel  and  concrete  throughout,  and  com- 
prises a  main  story  and  a  sixteen-foot  basement.    The  exterior 
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elevation  embraces  an  entrance  portico  of  Corinthian  colnmns 
thirty-two  feet  high,,  and  the  same  order  is  used  in  a  pilaister 
treatment  of  the  flanking  walls,  the  order  having  been  studied 
from  that  of  the  Roman  temple  of  Mars  Ultor.  At  the  lower 
end  of  the  building  an  Ionic  apse  forms  a  termination  adjusting 
the  plan  of  the  building  to  harmonize  with  the  irregular  shape 
of  the  site.  The  upper  end  of  the  building  is  a  simple  and  dig- 
nified Corinthian  composition,  with  fenestration  arranged  with 
special  reference  to  the  lighting  of  the  book-stacks  within.  Its 
entrance  portico  is  approached  by  terraced  ramps  of  stone  and  a 
flight  of  marble  steps  between  buttresses  supporting  lighting 
standards  of  green  bronze.  The  visible  portion  of  the  roof  is 
of  slate.  The  central  dome  and  roof  of  the  apse  are  of  bronze. 
The  main  story  contains  one  great  vaulted  hall,  the  arched  ceil- 
ing of  which  springs  from  the  capitals  of  twenty-two  Sienna 
Scagliola  columns  and  provides  great  panels  for  future  frescoes. 
In  the  upper  end  of  this  room  the  steel  and  glass  book-stacks  are 
at  i)reseut  placed  in  three  tiers  extending  up  from  the  ground 
floor,  and  so  built  that  two  additional  tiers  may  be  added  as  the 
collection  grows.  The  delivery  desk  separates  the  book-stacks 
from  the  rest  of  the  great  hall,  which  is  filled  with  readers'  ta- 
bles, the  apsidal  end  being  used  for  the  periodical-room  and  the 
spaces  between  the  columns  and  the  front  of  the  building  for 
reference  alcoves.  At  the  rear  of  the  building  on  this  story  is 
placed,  the  directors'  room  and  the  librarian's  office  on  the 
axis  of  the  main  entrance,  and,  through  its  plate-glass  door% 
commands  a  view  of  a  large  part  of  the  public  space.  To  the 
right  is  the  children's  room.  To  the  left  of  the  librarian's  office 
are  the  attendants'  workrooms,  served  by  an  elevator,  electrically 
driven  and  controlled,  which  will  reach  up  to  the  tiers  of  the 
stacks.  In  the  basement  or  ground  floor  are  placed  a  small  lec- 
ture-room, arranged  with  seats  in  tiers;  the  newspaper-room, 
conference-room,  staff  rest-room,  public  and  other  toilet^rooms, 
with  tiled  floors  and  marble  wainscot.  The  mechanical  plant  and 
Jiclditional  work-rooms  complete  the  equipment  of  the  building. 
The  building  has  been  placed  well  forward  on  the  site,  so  as  to 
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provide  for  future  extension  in  the  rear  should  the  institution 
outgrow  its  present  accommodations,  in  which  case  the  reading- 
room  will  occupy  the  entire  present  main  floor,  the  librarian's 
ofBice  will  become  the  distributing-room,  and  the  books  will  be 
housed  in  a  fire-proof  building  extending  across  the  rear  of  the 
lot  and  joined  to  the  main  floor  behind  the  directors'  room,  thus 
providing  ample  space  for  growth,  as  far  as  this  growth  can  be 
foreseen  at  the  present  time." 

The  architects,  the  builder,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  O'Leary,  and  his 
superintendent,  Mr.  Oscar  Gwynn,  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
work.  They  have  given  us  a  beautiful  building,  completed  on 
contract  time  and  without  a  charge  of  a  single  cent  for  extra 
work. 

The  stacks  were  furnished  by  the  Library  Bureau;  the  furni- 
ture by  the  George  B.  Meleney  Company,  and  the  electric-light 
fittings  by  the  C.  C.  IKartwell  Company. 

The  stacks  are  of  the  all-metal  bracket  type,  finished  in  olive- 
green  enamel.  They  are  three  tiers  high,  with  two  glass  floors. 
The  top  tier  has  solid  metal  ends  facing  the  reading-room.  The 
present  stacks  can  accommodate  one  hundred  thousand  books. 
The  stacks  were  designed  for  the  closed-shelf  system,  but,  in 
spite  of  this,  I  have  opened  the  top  tier  to  the  public,  so  that 
they  have  direct  access  to  sixteen  thousand  volumes  of  fiction 
and  three  classes  of  non-fiction. 

The  furniture  is  of  heavy  quarter-sawed  white  oak  of  the 
simplest  and  severest  design.  The  woodwork  of  the  building  is 
finished  in  a  rich  green,  and  the  furniture  matches  it  in  color. 
In  the  reading-room  the  use  of  both  oblong  and  round  tables 
prevents  a  monotonous  effect.  In  the  large  apse  of  the  reading- 
room  there  is  a  sufficient  space  for  all  the  magazine  racks.  Down 
the  center  of  the  room  are  a  series  of  electric-light  standards 
around  which  armchairs  are  disposed.  All  the  tables  in  the  chil- 
dren's room  have  their  comers  rounded  to  reduce  the  chance  of 
accidents,  and  the  chairs  are  of  the  bent  Vienna  pattern,  light 
and  easily  moved  by  the  children.  For  this  room  a  very  pretty 
combination  of  magazine  rack  and  bulletin  board  was  designed. 


11 

their  services  as  story-tellers,  and  gave  their  time  most  willingly 
and  generously  to  that  work.  I  think  it  only  proper  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  !Miss  Josephine  Moore  Richardson,  Miss 
Evelyn  Waldo,  Miss  N.  B.  Reeder,  Miss  Eleanor  Payne,  Miss 
Kate  Eastman,  Miss  Irma  Eursheedt,  Miss  Agatha  LeBlanc,  Miss 
L.  P.  Thilborger  and  Miss  Aim6e  B.  Davis  for  their  kind  efforts 
in  aiding  us  to  extend  the  work  of  the  branches.  Miss  Dagmar 
Benshaw  and  two  ladies  of  the  staff,  Miss  Simmons  and  Miss 
Ducros,  also  volunteered  to  aid  us  in  this  work. 

I  hope  to  make  the  relations  betw^een  the  schools  and  the  Li- 
brary still  more  cordial  and  intimate  this  year,  and  to  that  end 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Superintendent.  Mr. 
Easton  has  agreed  to  permit  the  whole  body  of  teachers  and  the 
High  School  and  the  Normal  School  pupils  to  come  by  classes 
to  the  Library  and  have  explained  to  them  how  a  library  can 
be  used,  and  to  learn  its  resources. 

There  are  in  the  Central  Library  78,361  books;  in  the  Boyal 
Branch,  5,143;  in  the  Algiers  Branch,  4,208;  in  the  Napoleon 
Branch,  4,083 ;  making  the  total  collection  number  91,795. 

Dr.  OTReilly,  with  his  usual  zealous  energy  when  the  public 
health  is  concerned,  has  arranged  a  system  by  which  the  City 
Board  of  Health  sends  us  daily  notices  of  all  persons  having  con- 
tagious diseases.  Such  persons  are  denied  the  privileges  of  the 
Library  until  we  receive  oflfJcial  notice  that  their  houses  are  dis- 
infected. All  library  books  that  are  in  the  borrower's  posses- 
sion during  the  period  of  illness  are  thoroughly  disinfected  when 
returned  to  us. 

The  Board  employs  a  bookkeeper,  whose  books  are  audited 
four  times  a  year  by  the  Library  Auditor.  Last  year  a  special 
auditor  was  appointed  by  the  municipal  authorities  to  go  over 
the  books  of  every  city  department.  After  examining  the  li- 
brary accounts  he  congratulated  the  Board  on  the  capable,  care- 
ful and  accurate  manner  in  which  their  books  were  kept. 

Our  revenues,  unfortunately,  have  not  kept  pace  with  our 
rapid  growth.  The  revenues  of  last  year,  together  with  a  sur- 
plus saved  during  our  occupancy  of  temporary  quarters,  barely 
sufficed  to  meet  our  expenses.     The  City  Council  slightly  in- 
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creased  our  appropriation  for  the  coming  year,  but  we  are  left 
with  the  problem  of  running  four  libraries  on  $31,000.  A  com- 
parison with  the  libraries  of  eight  cities  whose  population  is 
nearly  the  same  as  ours  will  suffice  to  show  the  diffijeulty  of  our 
task  : 

Indianapolis,  estimate  population  240,000,  received  in  1908 
$86,439.55,  of  which  amount  $84,639.55  was  provided  by  the 
city;  Louisville,  estimated  population  250,000,  received  in  1908 
$71,914.58,  of  which  amount  $48,064.52  was  provided  by  the 
city ;  Jersey  City,  estimated  population  250,000,  received  in  1908 
$39,741.48,  of  which  amount  $38,437.50  was  provided  by  the  city; 
Minneapolis,  estimated  population  285,000,  received  in  1908 
$110,530.94,  of  which  amount  $98,344.24  was  provided  by  the 
city;  Newark,  N.  J.,  estimated  population  300,000,  received  in 
1908  $97,704,  of  which  amount  $89,596  was  provided  by  the  city; 
Milwaukee,  estimated  population  375,000,  received  in  1908 
$90,053.10,  of  which  amount  $86,790.37  *  was  provided  by  the 
city;  Detroit,  estimated  population  400,000,  received  in  1908 
$89,118.68,  of  which  amount  $81,071.40  was  provided  by  the 
city;  Cincinnati,  estimated  population  400,000,  received  in  1908 
$154,138.69,  of  which  amount  $147,384.41  Was  provided  by  the 
city;  New  Orleans,  estimated  population  350,000,  received  in 
1908  $27,052.74,  of  which  amount  $21,200  was  provided  by 
the  city. 

aRCULATION. 

The  circulation,  that  had  been  slowly  growing,  is  now  increas- 
ing by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  was  last  year  two  and  a  half  times 
greater  than  it  was  during  the  previous  year.  The  Library  was 
opened  in  1897,  and  the  annual  circulation  since  then  has  been : 
In  1897,  43,176;  in  1898,  82,521;  in  1899,  93,000;  in  1900,  95,055; 
in  1901,  97,516;  in  1902,  101,974;  in  1903,  107,697;  in  1904, 
110,274;  in  1905,  99,400;  in  1906,  98,749;  in  1907,  97,316,  and 
1908,  245,559. 

The  opening  of  the  branches,  instead  of  reducing  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Central  Library,  has  had  the  contrary  effect,  and 
the  number  of  books  given  out  there  has  been  about  ten  per  cent 
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greater  than  the  circulation  of  the  preceding  year.  Most  of 
the  borrowers  of  the  branches  are  persons  living  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  branch  who  had  never  borrowed  from  the 
Central  Library,  and  who  probably  never  would  have  become 
borrowers  save  for  the  convenience  of  a  branch  in  their  locality. 
The  great  area  that  our  city  covers  makes  the  branch  system 
especially  desirable  here.  There  are  two  sections  of  the  city  that 
particularly  suggest  themselves  as  locations  for  branches.  It  is 
my  hope  that  we  may  soon  induce  some  of  our  own  citizens  to 
build  these  branches. 

The  Board  submitted  to  the  City  Attorney  the  ordinance 
creating  the  Library,  and  requested  his  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  circulating  books  outside  of  the  city.  The  opinion 
reached  by  the  attorney  was  that  such  practice  was  not  war- 
ranted in  law. 

REGISTRATION. 

All  borrowers,  both  from  the  Central  Library  and  the 
branches,  are  registered  at  the  Central  Library.  The  sj^stem 
employed  by  us  requires  both  a  numbered  register-book  and  a 
card  register,  in  which  are  filed  the  borrower's  application  and 
the  guarantor's  card  of  endorsement.  The  borrower  is  required 
to  register  only  every  other  year.  The  number  of  borrowers  reg- 
istered in  1905  was  3,541 ;  in  1906,  3,639 ;  in  1907,  3,634,  and  in 
1908,  7,871.  These  figures  show  that  the  number  of  readers' 
cards  issued  during  last  year  was  more  than  twice  the  number 
issued  in  any  previous  year.  The  number  of  borrowers'  cards 
in  use  in  1908  was  11,391. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  reference  department,  established  two  years  ago,  has  not 
grown  very  rapidly,  as  reference  books  are  expensive.  The  col- 
lection includes  5,099  volumes.  Of  this  number,  3,423  volumes 
are  indexed  magazines.  Some  of  these  sets  are  incomplete.  Many 
of  the  gaps  were  filled  in  during  the  year  1907,  but  last  year  the 
funds  available  did  not  warrant  much  being  done  in  this 
direction. 
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In  designing  the  building  the  space  allotted  to  the  reference- 
room  was  not  large,  and  we  find  ouiselves  already  cramped  for 
room.  Fortunately,  this  department  is  located  just  next  to  the 
stack,  and  we  are  able  to  use  a  portion  of  it  to  shelve  the  refer- 
ence books. 

The  special  collection  of  normal  reference  books  is  placed  in 
the  general  reference-room.  This  collection,  as  explained  in  last 
year's  report,  contains  a  copy  of  practically  every  book  recom- 
mended by  the  teachers  of  the  Normal  School  for  parallel  work 
that  should  be  done  by  the  pupils  of  that  institution.  As  many 
duplicates  of  each  title  as  we  can  afford  are  kept  in  the  general 
collection  for  circulation. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Library  subscribes  to  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  maga- 
zines and  twenty-six  newspapers.  We  receive  as  gifts  forty-six 
magazines  and  sixteen  newspapers,  making  a  total  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  periodicals  received  annually.  These  figures 
do  not  include  Oovemment  publications,  publications  of  boards 
nor  the  bulletins  and  reports  of  other  libraries.  All  of  the  local 
papers  that  are  received  are  gifts. 

The  magazines  are  kept  in  the  main  reading-room,  and,  nat- 
urally, a  large  percentage  of  the  attendance  there  are  readers 
of  magazines. 

The  newspaper  room  is  on  the  lower  floor,  with  an  entrance 
directly  from  the  street,  enabling  the  patrons  of  this  depart- 
ment to  enter  and  leave  the  room  without  going  into  any  other 
part  of  the  building. 

The  number  of  readers  in  this  department  in  1907  was  44,762 ; 
in  1908,  68,330.  No  record  of  readers  in  this  department  was 
kept  prior  to  1907. 

UNITED  STATES  AND  LOCAL  DOCUMENTS. 

Our  library  is  one  of  the  depositories  for  the  United  States 
Government  documents.  The  Lyceum  and  Pisk  Libraries  had 
also  been  for  a  long  time  receiving  them,  and  our  collection  is, 
therefore,  for  a  young  library,  unusually  rich  in  the  earlier 
documents. 
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In  June,  1907,  I  began  the  collection  of  the  reports  and  gen- 
eral publications  of  Louisiana  State  and  municipal  offi<^ers,  of 
semi-public  boards,  of  the  commercial  exchanges  of  New  Or- 
leans and  all  kindred  matter.  At  the  end  of  six  months  I  had 
two  hundred  bound  volumes  and  one  thousand  pamphlets  to  show 
for  my  work.  Since  then  it  has  grown  more  and  more  diffieult 
to  get  the  publications  of  past  years,  and  it  requires  constant 
correspondence  to  make  sure  of  receiving  the  current  reports. 
We  added  this  year  sixty-eight  bound  volumes  and  fifty 
pamphlets.  I  know  of  no  previous  effort  ever  having  been  made 
to  bring  together  this  material,  and,  imperfect  as  our  collection 
is,  it  is  a  very  valuable  asset  of  the  Library. 

children's  department. 

The  children's  library  was  organized  in  November,  when  we 
moved  into  the  new  building.  Its  circulation  the  first  month 
of  its  existence  was  2,561 ;  the  circulation  during  December  was 
3,324.  The  collection  includes  no  books  that  would  be  likely  to 
be  read  by  children  more  advanced  than  the  seventh  grade.  I 
have  deemed  it  advisable  that  the  children  of  the  eighth  grade 
and  the  pupils  of  the  High  School  should  draw  their  books  from 
the  adult  collection.  Two  attendants  are  kept  constantly  among 
the  shelves  of  the  adult  collection,  and  are  always  ready  to  advise 
and  assist  all  readers.  The  attendant  in  charge  of  the  circulating 
desk  has  instructions  to  prohibit  the  issuing  to  a  child  of  any 
book  that  would  be  harmful  to  him.  In  this  manner,  I  believe 
that  the  young  people  will  be  properly  protected,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  will  be  encouraged  to  pursue  the  course  of  reading  best 
fitted  to  mature  their  minds  and  lead  them  to  a  love  of  good 
reading. 

There  are  now  in  the  children's  room  4,340  volumes. 

I  have  found  very  few  magazines  that  the  children  really  take 
any  interest  in. 

Picture  bulletins  have  been  regularly  prepared,  together  with 
reading  lists,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Story 
lists  have  been  made,  and  a  long  list  of  subject  references  used 
by  the  children  in  their  school  work  has  been  compiled.  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  in  spite  of  the  large  attendance  at  our 
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story  hours,  that  this  work  is  only  repeating  the  work  done  in 
the  schools,  and  the  time  and  energy  could  better  be  expended 
in  some  other  direction. 

CATAIiOOUE  AND  ACCESSION  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  has  accomplished  much  during  the  year.  One 
of  the  ladies  was  away  on  a  leave  of  absence,  leaving,  except  for 
the  last  two  months,  only  one  assistant,  with  such  aid  as  eould 
be  occasionally  spared  from  the  circulating  department,  to  do 
the  required  work.  With  this  inadequate  force  8,955  books  were 
accessioned;  16,000  books  were  shelf -listed,  book-pocketed  and 
provided  with  book-cards,  and  the  fiction  shelves  were  read  for 
the  first  time  in  the  eleven  years  of  the  Library's  existence. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  Library's  life  a  policy  had  been 
followed  by  which,  when  several  copies  of  a  title  were  purchased, 
they  were  put  under  different  classifications;  considerable  time 
was  given  last  year  to  revision  and  making  uniform  oar 
classification. 

Several  thousand  books  that  had  been  entered  as  anonymous 
were  looked  up  and  entered  under  their  proper  author's  name. 

The  reference  and  children's  collections  were  reclassified. 

The  cataloguing  department  of  the  Central  Library  not  only 
handles  all  books  for  the  main  collection,  but  does  all  the  techni- 
cal library  work  for  the  branch  collections. 

A  classified  finding  list  on  cards  has  been  prepared  of  all 
books  purchased  since  the  printing  of  our  last  finding  list 

The  increased  circulation  of  the  past  year  necessitated  the 
discarding  of  a  large  number  of  books ;  1,510  were  worn  out  and 
discarded ;  63  were  lost,  but  of  this  number  43  were  paid  for  by 
the  persons  who  lost  them.  The  gifts  amounted  to  263  bound 
volumes  and  1,803  pamphlets.  Acknowledgment  of  these  is  made 
in  another  part  of  this  report. 

BINDING  AND  REPAIRING. 

The  number  of  books  rebound  was  1,606.  The  use  of  half- 
leather  for  binding  fiction  has  not  only  improved  the  appear- 
«nce  of  the  shelves,  but  has  so  prolonged  the  life  of  the  books 
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that  in  the  end  it  is  much  cheaper  than  cloth.  In  addition  to 
the  above  bookR,  299  magazines  were  bound  and  added  to  the 
reference  collection. 

The  mending  department  does  all  labeling  and  mending. 
Though  we  are  without  any  equipment  for  this  work,  many  books 
are  practically  rebound  by  our  staff.  The  report  of  the  head 
of  this  department  shows  908  books  sewed  and  reset  in  covers 
and  6,534  mended. 

STAFF. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  six  members  of  the  staff  who 
had  been  trained  at  the  Central  Library  were  sent  to  the 
branches.  This  necessitated  the  employment  of  ladies  who  had 
never  had  any  preparation  for  library  work.  Later  on  three 
ladies  resigned,  and  were  replaced  by  assistants  to  whom  the 
work  was  something  entirely  new.  Our  work  had  become  so 
heavy  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  establish  a  school  and 
have  these  ladies  taught,  as  I  did  the  year  before.  It  has  been 
exceedingly  difficult,  under  these  conditions,  to  give  proper 
library  service.  The  new  members  of  the  staff  are,  however, 
learning  by  observation  and  experience,  and  in  a  few  months 
will  no  doubt  feel  at  home  in  their  work. 

When  we  moved  into  the  new  building  the  faithfulness  and 
energy  of  the  entire  staff  were  the  chief  reasons  for  the  short 
time  required  for  the  move  and  for  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
books  were  placed  on  the  shelves  and  made  ready  for  circulation. 

HOLIDAYS  AND  VACATIONS. 

The  Library  is  closed  on  Mardi  Gras ;  Good  Friday ;  Fourth  of 
July;  All  Saints*  Day;  Thanksgiving  Day;  December  24th,  from 
6  p.  m.,  to  December  26th,  9  a.  ra. ;  December  31st,  from  6  p.  m., 
to  January  2d,  at  9  a.  m.,  and  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  evenings  of  the 
Momus  and  Proteus  parades. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days  with  full  pay  is  granted  each 
member  of  the  staff.  All  days  of  absence  are  deducted  from  this 
term  of  vacation,  but  no  vacation  shall  be  for  less  than  fifteen 
days. 
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BRANCHES. 

The  first  of  our  branches  was  opened  just  before  the  close  of 
the  year  1907.  It  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Royal  and  French- 
men Streets,  and  on  the  edge  of  the  ^'uieux  carre/'  or  the  orig- 
inal city  of  the  French  settlers. 

The  building  is  a  one-story  and  basement  structure  of  the 
Doric  style  of  architecture.  It  is  fire-proof,  the  exterior  and  in- 
terior whHs  being  of  pressed  brick  and  the  floors  of  concrete. 
It  occupies  a  lot  65  by  98  feet,  and  sits  upon  a  low  terrace.  The 
interior  space  is  divided  into  reading,  attendants',  janitor's, 
storage  and  toilet  rooms.  The  reading-room  is  40  by  50  feet, 
with  a  ceiling  height  of  sixteen  feet.  The  absence  of  columns 
or  other  obstructions  gives  the  imprescsion  of  an  even  larger  room. 

The  building  was  designed  by  Emile  Weil  and  built  by  P.  J. 
NouUet. 

The  books  are  placed  upon  wall  shelves  made  of  cypress  to 
match  the  interior  trim  of  the  building.  The  book  capacity  of 
this  branch  was  estimated  to  be  six  thousand,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  the  collection  numbered  five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  volumes. 

On  the  night  that  the  building  was  opened  to  the  public  a 
large  and  interested  audience  was  present.  Mayor  Behrman, 
President  Dillard  and  the  Librarian  spoke  briefly  in  tendering 
the  library  to  the  people.  Professor  Alc6e  Fortier,  who  deliv- 
ered the  address  of  the  evening,  spoke  in  French. 

The  report  of  ^liss  Deynoodt,  the  assistant  in  charge  of  the 
Royal  Branch,  shows  that  the  home  circulation  for  the  year  has 
been  40,355:  tliat  10,1 61  book.s  were  read  at  the  library,  2,291 
borrowers-  cards  were  issued:  144  gifts  received,  and  $188.64 
eollec*ted  in  fines.  Miss  Deynoodt  further  reports:  ** Among 
the  gratifying  features  of  the  library's  first  year  is  the  constant 
use  of  the  reference  books,  the  historical  works  and  books  on 
general  literature.  Our  year's  experience  shows  us  that  the  in- 
>titntion  is  already  well-established  in  popular  favor." 
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ALGIERS  BRANCH. 


This  branch  was  designed  by  Mr.  R.  E.  De  Buys  and  built  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lennox. 

*'The  Algiers  Branch  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library," 
says  Mr.  De  Buys,  **was  designed  and  built  in  the  classic  type 
of  architecture.  The  exterior  is  finished  in  terra  cotta  and 
pressed  brick.  All  the  walls  are  of  solid  brick,  and  the  interior 
is  finished  in  hard  plaster.  One  enters  the  library  through  a 
portico  in  which  there  is  a  Doric  column  and  pilaster  on  each 
side,  and  then  passes  into  a  vestibule,  to  the  right  of  which  is 
the  librarian's  room,  and  to  the  left  the  reference-room.  Th^ 
reading  and  stack-room  contains  two  thousand  square  feet,  be- 
ing forty  feet  wide  by  fifty  feet  long.  The  other  conveniences 
of  the  building  include  toilets  for  men  and  women  and  storage 
for  janitor's  and  other  supplies.  There  is  also  a  complete  steam- 
heating  plant.  The  roof  is  finished  in  tile  and  sheet  metal.  The 
foundations  are  of  reinforced  concrete.  The  lighting  is  by 
electricity." 

The  library  is  built  on  a  lot  measuring  141  by  61  feet.  Its 
palms  and  well-kept  lawns  make  a  most  attractive  settin«z  f  v  he 
handsome  little  structure. 

When  the  building  was  dedicated  the  people  of  Algiers,  as  one 
of  the  papers  the  next  morning  said,  **made  the  occasion  a  fra- 
ternal reunion  of  civic  pride  and  progress."  Some  six  hundred 
people  must  have  been  present.  A  committee  of  citizens  that 
took  charge  of  the  ceremonies  had  decorated  the  building  hand- 
somely, furnished  an  orchestra  and  provided  refreshments.  In 
the  absence  of  President  DiUard,  Vice-President  Fitzpatrick  pre- 
sided. Short  addresses  were  made  by  Father  Larkin,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Tinnin,  Rev.  J.  F.  Foster,  Mayor  Behrman,  Vice-President  Fitz- 
patrick, Judge  W.  H.  Seymour,  Mr.  J.  H.  DeGrange,  Mr.  P.  A. 
Lelong  and  the  Librarian.  A  letter  from  Rev.  W.  S.  Slack,  who 
was  .unable  to  be  present,  was  read. 

The  Assistant  Librarian,  Mrs.  L.  Dassommes,  was  put  in  charge 
of  the  branch,  but  in  March  it  was  found  necessarv  to  recall  her 
to  the  Central  Library,  and  Miss  Morrison  took  her  place.    Miss 
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Morrison  has  worked  very  hard  to  increase  the  number  of  bor- 
rowers from  her  branch;  she  has  canvassed  her  whole  district 
and  has  repeatedly  visited  the  schools.  As  she  states  in  her  re- 
port: **Much  can  be  expected  from  this  library  in  the  future. 
It  has  every  advantage,  being  the  only  source  of  intellectual 
recreation  in  a  district  having  15,000  inhabitants.  Library  work 
is  in  its  infancy  in  Algiers;  but,  by  untiring  effort,  we  hope  to 
help  many  to  education  and  the  larger  life,  and  to  furnish,  as 
well,  diversion  for  those  overburdened  with  daily  cares  and  re- 
sponsibility. It  shall  be  our  earnest  endeavor  to  make  the  li- 
brary a  power  for  good  and  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  life 
of  the  community.'* 

The  number  of  books  circulated  from  the  Algiers  Branch  was, 
for  home  use,  26,346 ;  for  library  use,  10,658.  Cards  were  issued 
to  1,118  borrowers ;  five  gifts  were  received,  and  $81.84  was  col- 
lected for  lost,  damaged  and  overdue  books. 


NAPOLEON  BRANCH. 

The  Napoleon  was  the  last  of  the  three  branches  to  be  opened. 
The  building  is  an  adaptation  of  the  French  Renaissance.  Em- 
plopng  the  words  of  the  architect,  **It  is  constructed  of  deep- 
red,  rough  brick,  with  heavy  joints  and  with  trimmings  of  very 
light  terra  cotta.  Simple  lines  and  strong  contrasts  are  de- 
pended on  for  the  whole  effect  of  the  structure." 

The  number  of  rooms  is  the  same  as  in  the  Royal  Branch,  but 
the  disposition  is  entirely  different.  The  reading-room  is  about 
the  same  size  as  that  of  the  two  other  branches,  but,  instead  of 
using  wall  shelves,  the  books  are  placed  on  stacks  arranged  fan- 
shape,  so  that  the  attendant  commands  a  view  of  the  whole  room 
and,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  stacks.  The  book  capacity  of  this 
branch  is  not  as  great  as  that  of  the  other  branches.  Only  five 
thousand  volumes  can  be  accommodated,  and  already  4,083  have 
been  placed  in  the  building. 

The  building  was  designed  and  constructed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Messrs.  Favrot  &  Livaudais ;  the  builder  was  the  Michel- 
Chesse  Company. 
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The  experience  of  one  year  has  shown  that  it  is  a  mistake  to 
place  a  library  in  a  small  public  park.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain 
quiet  for  the  readers,  and  very  difficult  to  otherwise  maintain 
the  discipline  in  the  proximity  of  the  library  that  is  necessary. 

A  steady  downpour  of  rain  prevented  many  from  being  present 
at  the  opening  of  the  Napoleon  Branch.  Mr.  J.  H.  DeGrange 
presided..  Speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  DeGrange,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Wilson,  President  of  the  School  Board,  and  the  Librarian. 

Miss  Kopman,  who  has  charge  of  the  branch,  reports  that,  dur- 
ing the  eleven  months  the  branch  has  been  open,  27,914  books 
have  been  given  out  for  home  use  and  8,765  for  library  use; 
1,800  cards  have  been  issued  to  readers;  13  gifts  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  $163.45  was  collected  in  fines.  Miss  Kopman  writes : 
"With  faithful  effort  on  the  part  of  the  branch  assistants,  Na- 
poleon Branch  will,  I  hope,  become  more  and  more  a  factor  in 
the  culture  of  the  community. ' ' 

All  of  the  technical  work  for  the  branch  libraries  is  done  at 
the  Central  Library.  This  leaves  the  attendants  free  to  devote 
their  whole  time,  except  for  the  mending  of  books,  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  their  circulation.  Personal  contact  with  the  borrower 
and  the  friendly  relations  that  ensue  are  the  chief  means  of 
accomplishing  the  end  that  we  desire.  Picture  bulletins  and, 
reading  lists  are  of  material  assistance  in  directing  the  course  of 
reading  and  increasing  circulation. 

The  heating  system  of  each  of  the  three  branches  is  different. 
In  the  Royal  Branch  furnace  heat  is  u^<  d;  in  the  Algiers  Branch, 
steam  heat,  and  in  the  Napoleon  Branch,  hot  water. 

A  great  part  of  the  material  that  has  been  included  in  this  re- 
port has  been  presented  to  the  Board  in  my  monthly  reports; 
but  this  is  the  only  form  in  which  permanency  can  be  given  to 
facts  connected  with  the  life  of  the  Library,  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, deemed  it  proper  to  repeat  this  data. 

I  respectefuUy  submit  this  my  report  for  the  year  1908. 

Henry  M.  Gill, 

Librarian, 

February  10,  1909. 
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The  New  Orleans  Public  Library. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  9,  1909. 


BECEIPTS. 


To  General  Fund,  balance  fiom  1907 $  7,776.36 

S.  Hernsheim  J?\ind,  balance  from  1907 82.66 

Depositors '  Fund,  balance  f).om  1907 266.00 

$  8,125.02 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation $21,200.00 

Interests  on  Deposits,  Interstate  T.  &  B.  Co. .. .  55.13 

Fines    and    Catalogues    1,048.96 

Bourbon    Street    property,    Bents 3,800.04 

Sale  of  book-racks,  waste  paper,  etc 157.98 

Boyal  Branch,  account  Catalogues  and  Fines...        191.60 
Algiers  Branch,  account  Catalogues  and  Fines. .  81.78 

Napoleon  Branch,  account  (^*atalogues  and  Fines        165.02 

Napoleon  Branch,  Befund  S.  &  W.  Board 33.41 

Insuiance,    account   Beturn    FYemium 18.82 

Trust  Fund    800.00 

27,052.74 

Hernsheim  Fund. 

Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City  of 

New    Orleans     1,480.00 

Coupons,  N.  D.  City  &  Lake  B.  B 175.00 

Sale  of  7  N.  O.  City  &  Lake  R.  K.  General  Mort- 
gage  Bonds    7,350.00 

9,005.00 

Total    Receipts    $44,182.76 

EXPENDITURES. 

By  Books,  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund $6,06>i.30 

Books,  General  Fund 75.70 

Periodicals     718.12 

Binding     1,381.42 

Insurance,   No.   1115   Prytania  Street 96.62 

Lighting     848.40 

Fuel     68.46 

Printing  an«l   Stationery    1,002.91 

Salaries     \ 14,013.38 

$24,878.81 
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SUNDRIES,  as  follows: 

Library    Bureau    $3,348.«2 

Watchmen     563.80 

Gardener    345.30 

One  Clock  Frame 120.00 

Typewriter    96.75 

Tablet    87.50 

Moving   Expenses    200.00 

Expenses,  Opening  Ceremonies    204.60 

Telephone  Service   55.68 

Porters'  Salaries   845.45 

Rent,  No.  1115  Prytania  Street   1,375.00 

Miscellaneous   Items    1,803.79 

8,545.99 

ROYAL  BRANCH: 

Salaries    $1,557.00 

Lighting    126.66 

Fuel    37.00 

1,720.66 

SUNDRIES,  as  follows: 

Tablet    $87.50 

Cork   Carpets    277.50 

Electric  Fans   40.00 

Repairs  to  Windows  73.00 

Gardener    39.00 

Watchman    60.00 

Miscellaneous  Items    171.69 

"  748.69 

ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

Salaries    $1,607.25 

Lighting 129.30 

Fuel 72.40 

1,808.95 

SUNDRIES,  as  follows: 

Tablet    $87.50 

Standard  Electric  Construction  Co 266.00 

Algiers  Electric  &  Wiring  Works 40.00 

Electric  Fans   97.00 

Miscellaneous  Items   201.13 

691.63 

NAPOLKOX  BRANril: 

Salaries    $1,41H.S.T 

Lighting   66.54 

Fuel    37.00 

1,517.39 
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SUNDBIES,  as  foUows: 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  ^177.1)0 

C.  C.  Hartwell  Co.,  Ltd 387.55 

Bepain   152.80 

Tablet    87.50 

Standard  Electric  Construction  Co 240.00 

Electiic  Fans   40.00 

Miscellaneous  Items    227.67 


1,312.52 


Total    Expenditures    $41,219.14 

BALANCE  IN  BANKS: 

Interstate  Trust  &  Banking  Co $1,379.95 

New  Orleans  National  Bank  (General  Fund) . . .        664.31 
New  Orleans  National  Bank   (Hernsheim  Fund)        919.36 


2,963.62 

$44,182.76 

P.  A.  LELONG, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

New  Orleans,  January  9,  1909. 
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Money  Received  from  Fines  and  Catalogues,  1908. 
CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 

TABLE  14. 


January'    $96.22 

February    J)7.23 

March    117.74 

April   129.92 

Mav    113.61 

June    125.80 

Julv    130.22 

Augiist    110.85 

September    131.42 

October   115.85 

November   161.79 

December   156.64 

Total    $1,487.29 


In  addition  to  the  alMivt*  amount,  the  miiiii  ot  $l.'>2.9ri  from  tho  nnli*  of  waHtn  paper  and  old 
furniture  wa8  nent  to  the  TrMinurer. 
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NEWSPAPERS  AND   MAGAZINES 

RECEIVED  BY  THE 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

NEWSPAPERS. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 

Atlanta  Gonstitation 

Baltimore  Sun 

Boston  Evening  Transcript 

Charleston  News  and  Courier 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune 

Cincinnati  Enquirer 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News 

Galveston  Daily  News 

Eolnische  Zeitung 

London  Daily  Telegraph 

Los  Angeles  Examiner 

Louisville  Courier-Journal 

Memphis  Commercial-Appeal 

Minneapolis  Tribune 

Mobile  Register 

New  York  Courier  des  Etats 

New  York  Times 

New  York  Herald 

Paris  Figaro 

Portland  Morning  Oregonian 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger 

Richmond  Times-Dispatch 

St.  Louis  Republic 

San  Francisco  Call 

Springfield  Daily  Republican 

Washington  Post 


40 

GIFTS. 

Albuquerque  Journal 
Daily  Item 
Daily  Picayune 
Daily  States 
Italo  Americano 
Jewish  Ledger 
Jewish  Tribune 
Mississippi  Blatter 
Morning  Star 
New  Orleans  Bee 
Neue  Deutsche  Zeitung 
Southwestern  Presbyterian 
Times-Democrat 
United  Labor  Journal 
Wochentliche  Rundschau 
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MAGAZINES. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 

Ainslee's  Magazine 

American  Architect  and  Building  News 

American  Boy 

American  Federationist 

American  Historical  Review 

American  Homes  and  Gardens 

American  Journal  of  Sociologj' 

American  Machinist 

American  Magazine 

American  Review  of  Reviews 

American  Photography 

American  Potterv  Gazette 

American  School  Board  Journal 

AnnaLs  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political 

and  Social  Science 
Appleton's  Magazine 
Architects'  aiul  Builders'  Magazine. 
Architectural  Record 
Architectural  Review 
Arena 
Athenaeum 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Biblical  World  ' 
Bird-Lore 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine 
Black  and  White 
Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright 
Bookman 
Book  News 
Book  Re\new  Digest 

Brickbuilder  and  Architectural  Monthly 
Business  World 
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Canadian  Magazine 

CasseU's  Little  Folks 

Gassier 's  Magazine 

Catholic  World 

Century 

Chamber's  Journal 

Charities  and  the  Commons 

Chautauquan 

Chemical  Abstracts 

Children's  Magazine 

Circle 

Collier's  Weekly 

Confederate  Veteran 

Contemporary  Review 

Comhill  Magazine 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine 

Cotton 

Country  Life  in  America 

Craftsman 

Cumulative  Book  Index 

Current  Literature 

Delineator 

Deutsche  Rundschau 

Dial 

New  York  Dramatic  Mirror 

Edinburgh  Review 

Education 

Educational  Foundations 

Educational  Review 

Electrical  Review  and  Wfestem  Electrician 

Electrical  World 

Engineering  Magazine 

Engineering  News 

Engineering  and  Mining  Journal 

Engineering  Record 

English  Illustrated  Magazine 

Etude 

Everybody's  Magazine 
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Field  and  Stream 

Fliegende  Blatter 

Forest  and  Stream 

Fortnightly  Eeview 

Forum 

Foundry 

Gartenlaube 

Good  Housekeeping 

Graphic 

Harper's  Bazar 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine 

Harper's  Weekly 

Health  Ctdture 

House  Beautiful 

Ice  and  Refrigeration 

Ilustracion  Espaiiola  y  Amenoana    ■ 

Illustrated  London  News 

Illustration 

Ilustrazione  Italiana 

Ulustrirte  Zeitung 

Independent 

International  Marine  Engineering 

International  Studio 

Je  Sais  Tout 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Historical 

and  Political  Science 
Journal  of  Political  Economy 
Judge 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine 
Kindergarten  Review 
Knowledge 

Ladies'  Home  Journal 
Lectures  Pour  Tons. 
Leslie's  Weekly 
Library  Journal 
Life 
Lippincott's  Monthly  Magazine 
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Literary  Digest 

Little  Folks'  Cassino 

Living  Age 

Lyceumite  and  Talent 

McChire's  Magazine 

Manual  Training  Magazine 

Manufacturers'  Record 

Masters  in  Art 

Medical  Brief 

Metal  Industry 

Metal  Worker 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World 

Municipal  Engineering 

Municipal  Journal  and  Engineer 

Munsey's  Magazine 

Musical  Courier 

Musician 

Nation 

National  Geographic  Magazine^ 

Nautical   Gazette 

New  England  Magazine 

New  York  Teachers'  Monographs 

Nineteenth  Century  and  After 

North  American  Review 

Open  Court 

Outing  Magazine 

Outlook,  American 

Outlook,  English 

Out  West. 

Overland  Monthly. 

Pacific  Monthly. 

Pall  Mall. 

Pearson's  ^lagazine. 

Pedagogical  Seminary. 

Pemin's  Stenographer. 

Photographic  Times. 

Physical  Culture. 
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Pitman's  Journal. 

Poet-Lore. 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 

Popular  Mechanics. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Primary  Education. 

Proceedings   of   the   American   Institute   of   Electrical 

Engineers. 
Public. 

Public  Libraries. 
Publishers'  Weekly. 
Puck. 

Putnam 's  Monthly  and  The  Reader. 
Quarterly  Review. 

Readers'  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature. 
Revue  Politique  et  Litteraire. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 
Revue  Scientifique. 
Rudder. 
Saint  Nicholas. 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 
School  Review. 
Science. 

Scientific  American. 
Scientific  American  Supplement. 
Scribner's  Magazine. 
Single  Tax  Review. 
South  Atlantic  Quarterly. 
Southern  Lumberman. 
Strand. 
Success. 

Taylor-Trotwood. 
Technical  World. 
Textile  World  Record. 
Theatre.. 

Uber  Land  und  Meer. 
Vie  Illustr6e. 
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Violin  World. 

Vogue. 

Westminster  Review. 

Wide  World  Magazine. 

Woodworker. 

Windsor  Magazine. 

Woman's  Home  Companion. 

World  To-day. 

World's  Work. 

Youth's  Companion. 


GIFTS. 

Alumni  Bulletin,  University  of  Virginia. 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  Faith. 

Art  Student. 

Association  Men. 

Association  Review. 

BiUboard. 

Board  of  Trade  Engineering. 

Brain. 

Builders'  Exchange. 

Bulletin  Commercial  League  of  America. 

Caledonian. 

Canal  Record. 

Catholic  Churchman. 

Chicago  Banker. 

Christian  Science  Journal. 

Christian  Science  Sentinel. 

Concrete. 

Cotton  Journal. 

Cuba  Review  Bulletin. 

Gregg  Writer. 

Herald  of  the  Cross. 

Herald  of  the  Golden  Age. 

Journal  of  the  Association  of  Engineering  SocietieB. 
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Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Ladies'  Review. 

L'Athen^e  Louisianais. 

Lonkiana  Planter. 

Louisiana  School  Review. 

Louisiana  State  University  Bulletin. 

Matilda  Zeigler. 

Modem  Sanitation. 

Mystic  Magazine. 

New  Century  Eath. 

New  Orleans  Lumber  Trade  Journal. 

Pacific  and  Northwest 

Revista  Commercial  Americana. 

Shoppell's. 

Show  World. 

Southern  Buck. 

Southern  Farm  Gazette. 

Southern  Lutheran. 

Southern  Real  Estate  Bulletin. 

Sugar  Planters'  Journal. 

Sunset. 

Times  Magazine. 

Trade  Index. 

Tulane  University  Bulletin 

Tulane  Weekly. 

Tulanian. 

Vegetarian. 
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DONORS. 

BOUND  VOLUMES. 

Adams,  S.  H 

Alabama  Department  of  Archives 

Anonymous    

Auchinclose,  W.  S ' 

Beer,  William   

Beyer,  Mrs.  C.  E 

Bondousquie,  Dr.  G.  C 

Bradley,  Charles   

Brierre  

Brooklyn  Institute  

California  Treasury  Department 

Canada  Census  Department 

Cazenove  &  Son,  C.  D 

Chicago  Department  of  Finance 

Conference  on  Geography,  Chicago,  111 

Coolidge,  A.  C 

Cuba  Conferencia  Nacional  de  Beneficencia  y  Correccion. . . 

De  Benneville,  J.  S 

Duke,   H.   G 

Harvard  University   

Henderson,  R.  G 

Hezeker,  MLss  15 

Illinois  State  History  Library 

Labarre,  Murville    

Louisiana  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 

Louisiana  Railroad  Commission   2 

Louisiana  Secretary  of  State   3 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Immigration. ...       2 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health 1 

Louisiana  State  Crop  Pest  Commission 2 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Exp.  Station 4 

Mickle,  W.  E.,  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  C.  V 3 

Miller,  Mrs.  E.  V.  D 1 

Murphy,  J.  E 1 
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Murray,  T.  N 1 

National  Arbitration  and  Peace  Congress 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Education    1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Police  Commissioners    2 

New  Orleans  Comptroller    1 

New  Orleans  First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist 2 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Directors  Education 1 

New  Orleans  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 1 

New  Orleans  Contractors'  nnd  Dealers'  Exchanjre 1 

Norwegian  Tjegation   1 

Xott,  0..  Jr 12 

Xott,  Miss  K 14 

Peaslee,  J.  B 3 

Pitman,  Isaac,  &  Sons 1 

Pittsburg  Carnegie  Institution 1 

Powers.   (1 1 

Railway  News  Bureau   2 

Raymond,  G.  L 3 

ReUly,  Mi&s  EUen 1 

Shields,    Hennison 5 

Sieward,    Mrs 1 

Stevenson,    Russell 1 

Stubbs,  W.  C 1 

Superintendent  of  Immiirration 1 

Tassin,  Mrs.  A.  L 4 

Tufts,  Miss  H-elen 1 

United   States 146 

Uruguay,  Direcion  General  de  Estadistica 1 

Vivers,  J.  J 5 

WaddeU,   William 2 

Williamson,  Mrs.  CM 1 

Ttnmg  Men's  Christian  Association 1 

Total   ;.  292 
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BULLETINS,  PAMPHLETS  AND  REPORTS. 

American  Association  for  Labor  Legislation 

American  Association  of  Medical  Milk  Com 

American  Philosophical  Society 

Baltimore  Burnt  District  Com 

Board  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Underwriters 

•  ft 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

Boston  Port  and  Seamen's  Aid  Society 

Bowdoin  Collejie,  Brunswick,  Maine 

Bron.son  i  library  Fund— Board  of  Agents 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

California  Board  of  Architecture 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Com 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railroad 

Chicago   Uniyersity 

Cleyeland  Public  Library * 

Committee  of  Twelye  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Interests 

of  the  Negro  Race 

Confederate  Veterans,  Richmond,  Virginia 

Conference  for  Education  in  the  South 

Cuba   Archivo  Nacional 

Dallas  (Tex.)  Public  Library ". 

Dartmouth  Collefre,  Hanoyer,  N.  H 

Detroit  (^lich.)   Public  Library 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library 

Evanston    ( 111.)    Public   Library 

(Jrand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library 

Harvard    I^niyersity 

llayerhill  (Mass.)   Public  l>ibrary 

Hebrew  Union  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio •. . . . 

1  lispano  Society  of  America 

Hispanio  Society  of  America 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society 2 

Interstate  Cotton-seed  Crushers'  Association 5 

Italy  -Mi nistro  d 'Agricultura,  Industria  e  Commercia 48 
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Jackson  (La.)   Insane  Asylum 3 

John  F.   Slater  Fund  for  the  Education  of   Freedmen— 
Trustees    

Lafayette  (La.)  Southwestern  Louisiana  Industrial  Institute 

Lafayette  Memorial  Com 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference  on  International  Arbitration .... 

liondon,  City  of  Westminster  Public  Libraries 

Los  Angeles  Public  Libniry 

Louisiana — 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts *  15 

Board  of  State  Engineers 12 

Commission  of  Agriculture  and  Immigration 2 

Department  of  Education 2 

Fire   Marshal 1 

Fire  Prevention   Bureau 1 

Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb . .     13 

Insurance  Department 1 

Jamestown  Exposition  Commission I 

Leper  Home  4 

Secretary  of   State 1 

Soldiers'   Home 1 

State  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Immigration 13* 

State  Board  of  Equalization 2 

State  Board  of  Health 3 

State  Horticultural  Society  2 

State  Land  OfiSce 6 

State  Library 20 

State   Museum 3 

State  Normal  School 4 

State   Penitentiary 1 

State  University 16 

Tax    Commission 

Bar  Association 

Historical    Society 

Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

McCleary,  J.  T 

Macmillan  Company,  New  York 

Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital 
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Michigan  Department  of  Health 1 

Michigan  College  of  Mines 3 

Michigan   University 2 

Missouri  School  of  Mines  and  Metallurgy 1 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union 1 

National  Education  Association 4 

New  Haven  Free  Public  Library 1 

New  Jersey  Public  Library  Commission 2 

New   Orleans— 

•   Board  of  Control,  New^  Basin,  Canal  and  Shell  Road. .       2 

Board  of  Health 

Charity   Hospital 

City    Council 

Pire  Insurance  Patrol 

Sewerage  and  Water  Board 

Board  of  Trade 

Charity  Organization  Society 

Contractors'  and  Dealers'  Exchange 

Cotton  Exchange 

New  York  (City)  Merchants'  Association 

New  York  (City)  Public  Library 

Norfolk  (Va.)  Public  Library 

Northwestern   University 

Osaka  (Japan)   Ijibrary 

Paris  Prefecture  de  Police 

Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library 

Philadelphia  Free  Public  Library 

Pineville   (La.)    Insane  Asylum 

Portland   (Me.)   Public  Library 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library 

Providence  (R.  I.)  Public  Library 

Redwood  Library  and  Athenteum,  Newport,  R.  I 

St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Free  Public  Library 

Scranton   (Pa.)   Public  Library 

Simmons  College.  Boston,  Mass 3 

Southern  States  Association  of  the  Commissioners  of  Agri- 
culture          8 

Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library  Association 1 
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Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library 1 

Tennessee  University    2 

Texas  University 1 

Touro  Infirmary,  New  Orleans 19 

United  States  Government- 
Agricultural  Department 426 

American  Kepublic  Bureau 24 

Civil    Service  Commission 17 

Commerce  and  Labor  Department 160 

Congress   135 

Geographic  Board    1 

Government   Printing   Office 50 

Interior    Department 136 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 37 

Isthmian  Canal  Commission 3 

Justice  Department 1 

Library  of  Congress 94 

National  Academy  of  Science 1 

National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers 1 

Navy   Department 29 

PostofBce   Department 1 

President    1 

Smithsonian   Institution 24 

State   Department 3 

Supreme   Court 1 

Treasury   Department 91 

War   Department 19 

United  States  Mississippi  River  Commission 1 

United  States  Mushroom  and  Spawn  Company 21 

Univenrity  of  Chicago  Press 1 

Vermont  University  and  State  Agricultural  College 1 

Virginia  State  Library 2 

Virginia  University 1 

Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library 1 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del 1 

m 

Total 1592 
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Annual  Report  for  1909. 


To  the  Hon,  Mayor  and  the  Members  of  the  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  now  completed  our  first  year 
ii)  the  new  main  building.  AVltli  increased  facilities  and 
conveniences,  and  a  proper  and  adecjuate  equipment,  work 
has  been  carried  on  much  more  satisfactorily  than  in  our 
cramped  temporary  quarters.  The  greater  activity  of 
every  department  is  most  marked,  the  increase  of  circu- 
lation at  the  main  building  alone  almost  etjuals  the  en- 
tire circulation  of  three  years  ago.  The  reading,  periodi- 
cal and  newspaper  rooms  continue  to  grow  in  popularity. 

0 

Though  we  were  able  to  add  very  few  books  to  the  refer- 
ence library,  our  statistics  show  an  increase  of  twenty 
per  cent  in  the  use  of  this  collection.  The  children's  de- 
partment, that  was  established  a  year  ago,  circulated  in 
this  first  year  of  its  useful  career,  nearly  sixty  thousand 
books. 

The  branches,  too,  have  increased  their  circulation, 
and  a  statement  of  their  satisfactory  work  submitted  to 
Mr.  Carnegie  led  to  his  generous  off  or  of  Twenty-five 
Thousand  Dollars  to  erect  an  additional  branch  building. 
Mayor  Behrman  and  the  City  Council  accepted  Mr.  Car- 
oegie's  gift  and  have  made  provision  for  an  excellent  site 
on  Canal  Street. 

Small  branches,  operated  under  our  present  system, 
have  proved  a  great  success.     They  appeal  to  me  as  the 


best  ineaDs  of  library  expansion.  All  of  the  technical 
t\'ork  for  these  branches  is  done  at  the  Main  Library;  this 
leaves  the  branch  attendants  free  to  devote  their  whole 
time  to  the  issuing  of  books,  the  building  up  of  their  cir- 
culation and  creating  a  neighborhood  interest  in  the 
Library. 

There  are  still  several  sections  of  the  city  that  are  a 
long  distance  from  any  of  our  branches.  It  will  be  but  a 
short  time,  I  hope,  before  we  shall  be  able  to  establish 
branches  to  meet  the  needs  of  these  districts. 

Our  records  show  94,994  books  in  the  Library;  of 
this  number  4,038  were  added  last  year.  The  number  of 
books  purchased  was  less  than  half  the  number  purchased 
the  previous  year.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  over  Five 
Thousand  Dollars  was  still  due  for  electrical  installation, 
furniture,  architt»ctV  fees,  (4c.,  and  could  be  paid  only  by 
reducing  tlie  amount  budgeted  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
There  are  0,371  volumes  in  the  Ro.yal  Branch,  4,675  in 
the  Algiers  Branch  and  4,623  in  the  Napoleon  Branch. 

The  numl^er  of  readers  in  the  Library  increased  from 
68,330  to  89,877;  the  number  of  library  cards  in  use  was 
15,172  and  tln^  circulation  that  had  leaped  from  97,316 
in  1907  to  24r),r)r)9  in  1908,  increased  in  1909  to  325,057. 
In  January,  the  Library  was  made,  by  Mayor  Behrman, 
custodian  of  the  l>eautiful  bust  of  (lottschalk,  Louisiana's 
jiioar  coiniM)scr.  Tliis  bust  was  secured  for  the  city  of 
]Ne\v  Orleans  tiirou^li  the  untiring  eflforts  and  disinter- 
tested  zeal  of  Mr.  William  L.  llaAves. 

Honoiabh^  Al(*xniidc*r  Pujol,  <\)mmissioner  of  Police 
and  Public  P>uildiii.tis,  at  tlic  rctpn^st  of  the  Library  Board, 
tias  roinovcd  Power's  statue  of  Benjamin  Franklin  from 
i.nfnyi'tu*  Sipmrc*  niid  i^laccd  it  in  the  Library.     The  ap- 


preeiatioii  by  the  Board  of  Mr.  IMijol's  courtesy  in  this 
matter  was  expressed  in  a  r(»s<)lntion  of  thanks  embodied 
in  tlie  Board's  minutes. 

The  City  Park  Improvement  Association,  through 
their  Superintendent,  Mr.  Joseph  Bernard,  generousl3^ 
gave  us  a  sufficient  number  of  trees  and  palms  to  properly 
shade  our  bancpiettes  and  beautify  our  grounds.  Later  in 
Che  year,  Mr.  Bernard  notified  nie  that  the  AssociatiOD 
^ould  replace  any  of  tlie  trees  that  died  during  the  winter. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Audubon  Park  also  ;::ave  us  sev- 
r-ral  very  attractive  camphor  trees  and  palms. 

Various  societies  and  associations  have  been  ;::rante<1 
Che  use  of  the  Auditorium  and  Conference  Boom.  Meet' 
inijs  have  been  held  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  rooms  by 
fhe  Woman's  Leajrue,  Woman's  Club,  Louisiana  Society 
»f  Naturalists,  New  Orh^ans  Tree  Socioiy,  Audubon  So- 
ciety, Era  Club,  Louisiana  State  Library  Association  and 
The  Southern  Hom(.^)pathic  Medical  Association. 

The  Library's  corres])ondence  is  bf^ginning  to  be  a  not 
inconsiderable  item  in  the  summary  of  the  year's  work. 
Nearly  four  thousand  pieces  of  signed  mail  were  sent  out 
from  the  Librarian's  ollice. 

CIKCULATION. 

Our  circulation  in  the  last  tiirce  y(»ars  has  grown  fi'om 
t)7,316  to  325,058 — that  is,  to  about  three  and  one-half 
times  what  it  formerly  was.  Tlmt  the  increase  of  circula- 
tion in  one  year  shcmld  almost  e(|ual  tlie  entire  circulation 
of  three  3'ears  ago  is  very  gratifying  lo  all  of  those  who  have 
worked  so  hard  to  accomplish  our  th^vclojnnent  and  ex- 
pansion. 

About  forty  thousand  volumes  in   the  Main  Library 
are  directly  accessible  to  the  public.     Though  half  of  our 


books  are  thus  iirranj2;e(l  on  11k?  opc-u-shelf  plan,  we  keep 
more  attendants  in  the  stacks  than  we  did  when  there 
were  no  open  shelves.  In  this  manner  our  borrowers  have 
the  range  of  the  shehes,  yet  can  always  have  some  one  to 
help  them  find  the  subject  or  particular  title  they  desire 
without  even  the  trouble  of  using  finding-lists  or  cata- 
logue. 

On  certain  shelves,  si>ecial  collections  of  books  bear- 
ing on  questions  or  events  that  are  conspicuously  engag- 
ing public  attention  furnish  the  readers  with  ample  means 
of  aciiuainting  themselves  with  the  topics  of  the  day. 
Whenever  the  ]>lays  being  acted  in  the  local  theatres  direct 
public  attention  to  certain  books,  or  the  newspapers  dis- 
cuss or  publish  condensed  versions  of  good  books,  these 
are  tem])orarily  added  to  the  permanent  si)ecial  collec- 
tions. A  "Gold  Star"  collection  of  a  hundred  best  novels 
and  a  hundred  titl(»s  of  best  non-fiction  are  interspersed 
among  th(*  shelves  of  new  fiction,  and  induce  some  to  re- 
r(*ad  these  standard  works  and  many  to  form  a  lasting 
taste  for  serious  reading.  The  circulation  of  books  sug- 
gest(Hl  in  th(^s(*  several  ways  has  been  more  than  satisfac- 
tory. 

Ki:(;iSTUATION. 

Central  r(*gistra(ion,  with  all  original  records  filed  at 
the  Main  Library,  4(mtinu«»s  to  opt^ate  very  satisfactorily. 

The  numb(M*  of  borrowcM-s'  cards  in  use  was  15,172, 
alMMit  oiie-hair  of  tln^sc*  \v(»re  regislere<l  this  year. 

KKi  i:ki:n<  i:  depaktmknt. 

The  reference  (l(M)ar(nicjit  has  had  very  few  important 
udditiuns  this  year.  V(^t,  in  spite  of  our  lack  of  many  of 
\\w  most   n(M-essary  lefei-ence  works,  the  use  of  this  col- 
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loction  is  steadily  increasing,  and  at  times  taxes  tli^  lim- 
ited capacity  of  our  small  room. 

The  reference  library  contains  6840  volumes;  of  this 
number  3699  are  indexed  magazines. 

For  the  accommodation  of  the  nornml  students,  there 
is  kept  in  the  reference  room  a  copy  of  every  book  that 
the  faculty  recommends  that  the  pupils  should  study  in 
addition  to  their  text-books. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

For  economy  of  supervision,  the  magazines  are  put  in 
the  general  reading  room.  Naturallj'^,  the  magazine  read- 
ers far  outnumber  the  readers  of  books.  We  receive  two 
hundred  and  eighty  periodicals,  exclusive  of  State  and 
I'nited  States  government  publications,  and  the  publica- 
tions of  other  libraries.  Sixty  of  these  periodicals  are 
gifts. 

The  newsijaper  room  on  the  ground  floor  is  very  lib- 
erally patronized.  All  of  the  local  papers  received  are 
given  to  us  by  their  publishers.  We  i*eceive  tlirough  sub- 
scription and  gift  forty-one  newspapers. 

The  attendance  in  tJie  roference  and  general  reading 

room  was  50,024;  in  the  newspaper  room  39,853;  tlie  total 

number,  therefore,  of  those  who  read  in  tlie  Library,  ex- 
clusive of  borrowers,  was  89,877. 

UNITED  STATES  AND  LOCAL  1)( HUTMENTS. 

We  have  bei^n  able  this  year,  tbi^ough  gifts  of  the  Su- 
I>erintendent  of  Public  Docunu^nts,  to  till  a  large  number 
of  gaps  in  our  (lovernment  documents  set.  (jen(»ral  Es- 
topinal  has  obtained  for  us  a  number  of  those  titles  uf  the 
Department  publications,  the  demand  for  which  warrant- 
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ed  duplicatioi),  aud  in  some  instances,  required  additional 
copies  for  the  ii^ference  department. 

It  seems  every  year  to  gjrow  more  and  more  improbable 
that  we  shall  ever  <i^et  anything  like  a  complete  file,  even 
for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  of  the  reports  of  State 
and  municipal  officers  and  boards.  It  would  be  a  most 
desirable  thing  if  legislation  should  make  our  library  a 
depository  for  both  State  and  municipal  reports  and  pub- 
lications, just  as  it  already  is  for  Federal  documents.  The 
certainty  of  being  able  to  procure  all  statistical  data  con- 
cerning the  State  and  city  governments  in  one  place  would 
well  compensate  State  and  city  for  the  petty  cost  of  insti- 
tuting this  systenj. 

Tlie  additions  to  this  department  in  1909  were  United 
States  documents,  bound  volumes  225,  pamphlets  1074; 
State  and  City  documents,  bound  volumes  G,  pamphlets  71. 

CllILDriKXS  DErAKTMENT. 

The  children's  library  has  been  established  only  one 
year,  but  its  circulation  has  incr(»ased  with  such  unexpect- 
ed rapidity  and  its  readers  so  multiplied  in  this  short  time, 
that  it  has  t)utgrown  its  (juarters  and  we  are  confronteil 
with  the  serious  problem  of  Hnding  at  least  half  again  as 
mudi  spaiM^  as  it  occiipies  at  present. 

Tlie  collcM-tioH  of  liooks  is  small,  4730,  and  neces- 
sary duplication  rednecks  the*  number  of  titles  to  less  than 
half  that  nunilK*r  of  volumes.  The  largest  numb(»r  of  du- 
jdicales  is  i]\w  to  the  denuunl  for  books  listed  in  the  public 
s(ho(d   '*('onise  oi'  Study." 

3Iaiiy  of  oui*  honowers  have  Ikhmi  induced  to  come  to 
the  library  as  tlio  result  of  visits  paid  to  their  schools. 
The  couric^sy  of  SupeiinicudiMit   Kaslon  and  the  kindness 
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of  some  of  the  teaclicMs  lias  enabled  us  to  have  wh4»le 
grades  at  a  time  pay  a  visit  to  the  eliildren's  room,  fn  tliis 
manner  the  pleasures  and  benefits  to  he  derived  from  the 
rJbrary  were  made  known  to  hundreds  of  ehildren  who 
mijrht  not  otherwise  have  even  ent<M*(»d  tin*  buildiu«r.  This 
is  esperially  true  of  the  ehildi(»n  who  atten<led  the  Public 
Summer  School,  as  they  came  from  all  jmrts  of  the  city. 

A  series  of  attractive  exhibitions  served  also  to  elTect- 
ively  adv(Ttise  the  childi*en\s  departmcMit.  Two  of  the  pret- 
tiest displays  were  of  sprinj^  Howers.  The  children 
bi'oufiht  the  Holers  for  ihv  lirst  exhibit,  and  Mr.  Ber- 
nard, Superintendent  of  the*  City  Park,  furnished  over  a 
bundled  and  twentv-tiv(^  varieti(»s  for  tin*  second.  Hv  far 
the  most  succ(»ssful  dis[)lay,  however,  was  a  collection  of 
the  *'l>(dls  of  All  Nations/'  The  popularity  of  this  display 
became  so  oieat  that  it  almost  caused  a  suspension  of 
circulation,  tin*  crowds  of  children  often  completely  block- 
ing approach  to  the  room. 

During  Christmas  we(»k,  we  ronuMulx^nMl  our  b(UTOW- 
ei*s  and  gave  to  each  om»  a  Christmas  card.  Tin*  cards, 
though  pr(*tty,  w(»n»  in(»xp(Misive,  and  the  appreciation 
shown  bv  all  who  rcMMMved  them  coubl  hardlv  b(*  nu^asured 
by  the  triHing  outlay  that  gav(»  bappin(»ss  to  so  numy. 

Tw(mty-five  bulletins,  with  reading  lists,  wen*  used 
id  direct  attention  to  certain  subj(*cts.  Th(»  most  i>opular 
bulletins  w<*i'e  Lee  and  •Jackson,  Washington's  Birthday, 
Athletic-  Spoits,  and   Decoration   Day. 

The  most  potent  factor  in  miking  tin*  childriMrs  librarv 
a  success  has  been,  howcncr,  the  gc^ntlcm^ss  ami  kindness 
that  both  iliss  Ducros  and  Miss  Knee  have*  shown  thcMr 
readers,  and  the  patiiMit  interest  that  tli(\v  have  manifest- 
ed in  evervthing  that  conceriHMl  their  vcMiiig  frleihls. 
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CATA  1.0(  J I '  K  I  )ErA  HTM  EXT. 

The  cataloi^uiii**;  <l(»partmeut  <loos  all  cataloguing, 
slielf  lislinjr,  accessioniii*:,  classlfviii*:  aiul  preparing 
books  for  tlie  shelves,  both  for  tlu*  ^Jaiii  Library  and  for 
I  he  Branches. 

AVhile  we  did  uot  bejijiii  to  e<iual  the  nvord  of  work 
a<M*oiiiplish(Hl  the  year  befoi-e,  it  Avas,  nevertheless,  a  busy 
year  for  this  (lei)artnient. 

At  the  (mhI  of  th(»  snninier  vacation,  Miss  Dodd,  who 
was  at  tlu»  head  of  the  department,  resiji^ned,  and  Misws 
Simmons  was  pnt  in  charj;:e.  In  assiiminii::  this  new  work, 
Miss  Simmons  displayed  ^r<»at  entTj^y  and  ability.  During 
h(*r  thn»(*  or  fonr  monlhs  as  <'atalo«in(»i',  b(»sides  ke<^ping 
w(dl  np  with  all  cnrr<MU  work,  sh(»  dispatched  a  consider- 
abh»  part  of  the  work  that  ha<l  b(M'n  accumulating  for  years. 

Last  year's  work  in  tin*  n»vision  of  classiticatiou  was 
continntMl,  two  nioie  classes  w(»re  shelf  list(»d,  1S,000  books 
w<*n*  i>rovid(Ml  with  iMJok  cards  and  pockets,  and  4038 
lMK»ks  were  acression<*d. 

The  nnnd>ei'  of  lMM»ks  discarded  was  So!).  There  were 
M)  books  lost,  l)ui  of  this  nnmber  70  w(Te  ]»aid  for  by  the 
borrower's.  The  nnmb«»r  of  donations  this  year  was  685 
bound  volumes  and  l.V.K{  pamphb'ts. 

r.iM)iN<i  AM)  i:Ki»Aiinx(;. 

l^nr  two  yiais  wc  have  been  ie|)iiidin<^  pi'a<*tically  all 
(ieiiiHi  in  hall"  lealhrr,  and  lind  this  style  of  binding  far 
more  dMial)le  and  i-leaner  than  rloih,  and,  considering  the 

life  nt'  \  he  bunk  so  hnuilil.  alMiUt   as  rhrap  as  cl<»th.      We  had 

lebtMind  KU!)  lM)i»ks  it\'  all  kinds,  and  had  bound  from  the 
."heels  L'71    vidunies.     In  our  own    mendinji:    departmenti 
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2516  books  wcro  mendert,  and  842  wore  rc^sewed  und  set 
ill  now  covers.  xVlthonj;h  the  ininiber  of  books  mended 
and  rebound  in  onr  niendinj::  departin(*nt  5s  less  than  that 
of  last  year,  the  (juality  of  tlie  work  is  <;;r(*atly  improved, 
and  in  our  own  relxnind  books  the  s(*wiii<^  generally  out- 
lasts the  paper.  Many  of  th(»  pamphlets  bound  in  this  de- 
])artment  are  as  neat  and  strong  as  could  be  desired. 

STAFF. 

Wo  are  feoliiij;  spv<'relv  tliis  vcar  llie  lack  of  a  train- 
ing  school  where  some  i>rei)aration  for  library  work  could 
be  made.  Year  before  last,  tlie  opening  of  the  Branches 
and  resignations  re(|uired  the  taking  into  the  I^brarj^  of 
nine  assistants  who  had  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  library 
scienee,  and  this  year  three  vacancies  had  to  be  tilled  with 
hidies  who  were  also  wholly  unprepared  for  any  technical 
work. 

Two  members  of  the  statf,  Miss  Lachs  and  ^fiss  Mor- 
rison, were  married.  ^liss  Dodd  resigned  to  take  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Tilton  Memorial  Library,  and  Mr.  Dodd  was 
(*ompelled  to  give  np  work  on  account  c-f  ill  health. 

Each  year,  as  our  library  grows  larger  and  larger,  I 
realize  how  mu<*h  its  popularity  and  success  must  depend 
upon  the  efll'orts  of  every  member  of  the  stalT. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  stalt  for  the  work  that  thev  have 
done. 

HOLIDAYS  AND  VAC^ATIONS. 

The  Library  is  closed  from  1  p.  m.,  the  <lay  b(»fore  Mar- 
di  Gras  to  9  a.  m.  the  next  Wednesdav;  it  is  also  closed 
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Good  Friday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints'  Day;  Tliaiiks- 
)Lriving  Day;  December  24th.  from  6  p.  m.,  to  December 
2()th.  9  a.  m. ;  DectMuber  31st.,  from  6  p.  m.,  to  January 
2nd.,  9  a.  m.,  and  at  5  p.  m.,  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

The  morning  of  President  Taft's  arrival  in  the  city, 
the  Library  was  closed. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is 
granted  each  member  of  the  staff.  All  days  of  absence  are 
d(*dncted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no  vacation  shall 
be  for  less  than  fifteen  davs. 

BRANCHES. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  hopeful  and  enthusiastic  tone 
of  all  reports  from  the  I^ranches. 

I  am  very  glad  to  l.e  able  this  coming  year  to  do  a  lit- 
tle more  towards  increasing  the  nnmber  of  books  in  the 
branches. 

KOYAL  HKANCII. 

The  Koyal  Branch  slill  retains  the  honor  that  it  is  so 
jnoud  of  as  the  most  a<tiv(»  of  the  Branches.  The  circula- 
tion for  the  \(K\v  was  (n,tl*)2  books.  The  most  notable  feat- 
ure* of  tlic  v(*ar's  work  is  the*  increased  use  of  the  Librarv 
h\  lioth  Ww  young  cbiblreu  and  also  the  older  pui)ils  for  ref- 
c](MU(*  woi'k.  Miss  Dcvnoodt  closes  h(*r  brief  summarv  of 
tin*  ycjn-'s  results  Avitli  a  most  laudabh*  s(Mitiment,  "We 
bavc  iiicat  faiih  in  the  IJoval  Hraucli,  its  success  and  ad- 
\ai!ccnicnt  is  a  nmlicr  of  gi-cal  concern  and  pride  to  us, 
and  \\(*  liojM*  with  llic  licl])  of  our  IJbrai'ian  to  make  a  real 
success  of  it." 
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ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

The  Aliiiors  Branch  has  received  considerable  help 
from  the  Algiers  Herald.  Tlirongli  special  r(»ading  lists 
]»ublished  in  its  columns  and  attractive  articles  on  sub- 
jects likely  to  interest  our  readers,  the  Herald  has  aided 
us  materiallv  in  increasiuii-  the  number  of  our  borrowers. 

iliss  Collins  has  been  makinu:  a  strons;  effort  to  in- 
cr(»ase  the  reading  of  non-ficlion  and  espcM-ially  the  reading 
of  books  relating  1o  the  mechanic  arts  and  trades. 

The  circulation  of  this  Branch  v.as  2f),017  volumes. 

NAPOLEON  BRANCH. 

The  Napoleon  Branch  shows  a  greater  percentage  of 
inci'ease  in  circulation  than  either  of  the  other  branches, 
^liss  Kopman  is  pleased,  however,  wiili  the  imi)rovement 
in  the  character  of  the  reading  done,  even  more  than  with 
the  increased  circulation.  She  natui'ally  finds,  with  this 
greater  use  of  her  bran(*h,  a  n(»ed  for  more  books.  While 
the  design  of  her  building  does  not  permit  of  any  but  a 
small  colh^ction  of  books,  the  limit  of  its  capacity  has  not 
been  quite  reached. 

There  were  issued  from  this  Bran<-h  durinur  the  vear 
45,445  books. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  extraordinary  increase*  of  our  circnlaLicjn  in  lOOS 
was  due,  in  «a  large*  nu^asurc,  to  \\w  ojMMiing  of  three 
branches  and  of  our  comforl able  and  adradivc  main  liuild- 
ing.  The  increased  popularity  and  usefulness  of  tli*^  library 
in  every  department  during  this  year,   A\e  can  properly 
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aissniiu*  to  \to  lUw  In  ilu'  efforts  of  tlu*  Rosinl.  the  Staff  ami 

the  Librarian  to  cntolov  the  rc^soiirces  of  the  lihrarv  in 

the  iiiaiiiier  that  \\oiihl  jjrive  t!ie  best  service  to  the  public. 

F  respertfallv  siihiiijt  this  my  rejKirt  for  the  year  1909. 

IJKXKV  M.  UJLL,  Librarian. 
Tehniarv  iMli,  HMO. 
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SUNDRIES,  as  follows: 

Watchman   $  153.35 

Gardener 19530 

Telephone  Service 48.00 

Porters  Sal  aries 865 .  45 

Miscellaneous  Items 901.51-$  2J54.61 

ROYAL  BRANCH. 

Salaries $1,560  00 

Lighting 108. 12 

Printing  and  Stationery 6. 00 

Repairs 57  20 

Miscellaneous  Items 66.11-  $  1,797. 43 

ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

Salaries $1,440.00 

Flighting 152.04 

Fuel   37.80 

Printing  and  Stationery 6.(»0 

Repairs 22 .  20 

Miscellaneous  Items 100.02-$  1.758  0^ 

NAPOLEON   BRANCH. 

Salaries $1,560.00 

Lighting 67. 02 

Fuel   18.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 6.00 

Repairs 15.25 

Miscellaneous  Items 41 .93-  $  1,708.20 

$36,245.60 
BALANCE  IN   BANKS: 

Interstate  Trust  &  Banking  Co $    315.34 

N.  O.  National  Bank 250  40—         565-74 

$36,811.34 
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THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 

\ 

SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending 

January  10th,   1 9 10. 


To  S.  TIernsheim  Fund  Balance 

from  1908 $    919  36 

Received  from  General  Fund,  Acct.  Loan   1,200  00 

Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the 

Citv  of  New  Orleans 1,480  00 

Amount  received  for  one  Atlas 18  00- $3,617  36 

EXPENDITURES. 

Books $3,050  93— $3,050  93 

Jan.  10,  1910,  Balance  in  N.  O.  National  Bank..     $    566  43 

P    A.  LELONG, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

New  Orleans,  January  10th,  1910. 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1909. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


TABLE 

:  I. 

Ceniral 
Library 

155,636 
33,325 

188,961 

Royal 
Brancb 

Algiers 
ISraDch 

25,341 
3,676 

Napoleon 
Brauch 

38,180 

7,267 

45,447 

1 

Total! 

Home  Use  . . 
Library  Use. 

46,130 
15,502 

61,632     1 

265,287 
59,770 

Totals..  ..| 

29,017 

325,057 

ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,  I897-J909. 


TABLE  2. 


Ih97     lh9s!  IS9'.»     1900     194)1  i   l'.U2      VM'.i      19()4      IVH'5     1906!  1907'  1908 


48.176  h2,f>51   U:<.0(.K    95. USMUT.Slc!  !(•:.'.  1^ 


1909 


ii>7f\i:   nu.tT4  yy.  ICO:  98,7-19  97.316 
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QRCULATION  OF  FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY. 

1905- J  909. 

TABLE  5 


1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

t 

1905 

American  Origin.. 

85,927 

55,532    46,695 

48,280 

50,942 

Engflish  Origin  .  . . 

39,585 

24,662     21,801 

22,814 

27,958 

German  Origin- .  . . 

3,406 

2,187 

1,780 

2,342 

2,780 

French  Origin    ... 

7,947 

5,553 

4,964 

.    6,895 

7,053 

Italian  Origin  .... 

284 

251 

295 

127 

65 

Spanish  Origin  .  . . 

350 

235 

115 

218 

181 

Minor  Languages. 

631 

397 

485 

383 

4n 

Totals 

138,130 

88,817 

76,135 

81,059 

89,420 
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CIRCULATION  OF  NON-FICTION, 

CENTRAL    LIBRARY,     1905-1909. 


TABLE  8. 


General  Works 

Philosophy  ... 

Religion   

Sociology   

Philology 

Natural  Science. . . . 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts .  . 

Literature 

History,  Travel  and 
Biography 

Totals 


1909 


6,806 


932 


1,901 
9,306 
1,209 
2,234 
2,640 
2,473 
9,952 


13,378 


50,831 


1908 


3,549 

728 


887 


3,618 


636 


1,570 
1,600 


1.268 


6,102 


6,019 


25,977 


1907 


2,796 


576 


668 


2,484 


689 


1,253 
1,354 


99* 


5,502 


4,865 


1906       1905 


661 


616 


4,184      2,510 


746 


822 


1,3951    1,378 


183 


270 


746      1,045 


21,181 


987 


811 


3,830 


4,277 


17,690 


1.039 


1,034 


4,823 


6,513 


20,180 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 


1909. 


TABLE   9. 


Royal 
Urancta 


American  Origin 12,961 

English  Origin 9,426 


German  Origin 


758 


French  Origin 11,570 


Italian  Origin  . 
Spanish  Origin 


Minor  Languages 


^i> 


fotals 


287 


366 


129 


35.4M7 


I 


Alulers 
Itranch 


Napolfon 
Ifrancli 


Totals 


9,845       13,891         36,697 


4,568 

8,369 

22,363 

132 

540 

1,430 

273 

921 

12,764 

23 

78 

388 

1 

35 

41 

432 

1 

1 
1 

16 

1     146 

1 

14,877 

23,856 

,   74,220 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION, 

BRANCHES  1909. 


Spanish  Origfin  .  . . 
Minor  fyan^uat^es 


TABLE 

10. 

j      Royal 
hrancta 

AlftierR 
Branch 

6.428 

brancb 

9,248 

Totals 

American  Origin 

7,872 

23,548 

Englisl/Orig^in 

2,536 

1,268 

1,851 

5,655 

German  Origin. ... 

125 

49 

45 

219 

French  Origin 

l,h63 

17 

36 

1,716 

Italian  Origin 

3 

1 

3 

7 

15 


1 


0 


Totals 12,215        7,764 


14 


0 


35 


11,197  :     31,181 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,  1909. 
TABLE  11. 


General  Works  .... 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  Science  . . . . 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History,  Travel  and 
Biography 

Totals 


Roval 
Branch 


945 
109 
180 
382 
92 
524 
441 
456 
1.728 

1,811 
6,668 


Algiers 
Branch 


186 

32 

70 

131 

17 

201 

293 

180 

508 

579 
2,197 


Napoleon 
Branch 


463 

80 

164 

288 


154 


258 


375 


222 


1,156  ; 


1,317 


4,477 


Totals 

1,594 
221 
414 
801 
263 
983 

1,109 
858 

3,392 

3.7U7 
13,342 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,  1909. 


TABLE  12. 


General  Works 


Philosoplij 


Religion 

Sociologcy 

Philology 


Natural  Science 
Useful  Arts  . .  . . 


Fine  Arts    

Literature     


History,  Travel  and 
Biography 


'^1^ 


Fotals 


Royal 
Uraiich 


0 


0 


202 


3,084 


0 


429 


270 


431 


822 


2,014 


Algiers 
Branch 


0 

0 

125 

2,036 

0 

111 

60 

211 

425 

1,211 


7,252    4,197 


Napoleon 
Branch 


0 
0 

301 
2,868 


163 

83 

160 

448 

1,894 
5,917 


Totals 


0 

0 

628 

7,988 

0 

703 

413 

802 

1,695 

5  119 
17,348 
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ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,   BRANCHES,    1908-1909. 


TABLE  13. 


1908 


1909 


Totals 


Royal  Branch 

57,080 

61.632 

118,712 

Algiers  Branch 

37,004 

29.017 

66,021 

Napoleon  Branch   .  . 

36,679 

^5,447 

82,126 
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READERS'  CARDS  ISSUED,  1905-1909. 


TABLE  14. 


Ouar-      n^-,^^i,     Totals       Totals      Totals      Totals  ■  Totals 
autt-e      L»eiioMi        ^^^^  ,,^,g  ,p^^»  ^^^  ^^^^ 


January 794 

February  ....  f)Z9 

March 792 

April 715 

May 587 

June f)19 

July ^.()(» 

August 584 

September  ...  417 

October   ....  553 

November   .  .  f)l  1 

December  ....  -4()4 


57 

851 

686 

266 

255 

307 

30 

659 

751 

222 

269 

326 

27 

8i9 

780 

230 

344  - 

1 

301 

.>0 

745 

640 

261 

242 

246 

16 

603 

715 

269 

276  , 

1 

218 

22 

641 

530 

194 

285 

280 

15 

681 

622 

248 

413 

350 

17 

601 

579 

284 

355 

364 

439 

467 

212 

339 

364 

42 

595 

433 

472 

353 

306 

22 

985 

460 

255 

283 

13 


/  / 


6S3        516        253        196 


Totals 


7,431      313       7,744    7,871     3.634    3,639    3,541 


Of   this  nuinber,  in  1*^0^^  15,172  cards  were 

in  l'M)S,  11.3<M  cards  were 
in  1907,  7,1S^)  cards  were 
in  T'Oh,     7,185  cards  were 


n  use. 

n  use. 
in  use. 
in  use. 
in  1905,     6,740  cards  were  in  use. 
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ACCKSSIONS,   1905-1«)09. 


TABLE  15. 


January  • 
February 
March 


April 
May 


June  .  . 
July   .  . 


•   ■    • 


I    Pur- 
!  chased 


224 


189 


265 


279 


I  390 


453  ! 


19' 


St: 

"4> 


ij^ 


«,,,.!  Bind- 1  rotal9  I  Totals    Totals 
liiiw.    ing    I    1909    I    1908    |     1907 


Totals 


AujLTUst i  273 

I 
September..!  241 


October  . .  . 
November  . 
December.  . 


478 
208 
197 


Totals... 13,394 


j  18  I  55  I  297  |20.VS'  218  i  l(»5 
'  105  I  28  I  322   90f)   296   130 


34 


26 


24 


47  ;  345   h41  '  223  i  103 

I     ' 
15   321  I  8-14  I  311  I  342 


Totals 


560 
360 
240 
370 


4  '  418  '  748  '  172   240   340 

I 

I 

'  453   622  '  251  :   80  :  245 


64  :  70  ■  331   41S   641   288  .  278 


19 


44 


'  273'  3»)3  2,162   93  i  106 

'      1      ! 

5  i  265  ;  331   834  '  254  I  248 

I         I         :  1         I 

30  '  552  !  202  1,189   237 


!   7  .   7   222   M)7  2,845   KV^ 


41 


530 

444 


238  I  235  3,006   113   200 


1  I  382  1  261  .4,038  8,955  1 2, 14^"  2,124  3,921 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS   ACCESSIONED, 

1905-1909. 
TABLE  16. 


General  Works. . . 

Philosophy 

Religion  

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  Science. . 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

Travel 

Biography    

History 

Fiction 

Totals 


1909 


290 

17 

34 

211 

11 

21 

71 

40 

286 

158 

121 

255 

2,523 

4,038 


1908 


543 

48 

89 

380 

95 

180 

279 

98 

1,081 

228 

373 

438 

5, 1 23 

8,955 


1907 


370 

74 

161 

817 

63 

365 

399 

266 

909 

439 

539 

820 

6,926 

12,148 


1906 


1905 


87 

170 

25 

134 

144 

422 

290 

631 

1,153 

1,749 

2,124 

3,921 

35 


Money  Rkcbived  from  Finks  and  Catalogues,  1909. 
CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND    BRANCHES. 


TABLE  17. 


Central 
Library 

Royal 
Branch 

Algiers 
Branch 

Napoleon 
Branch 

Totals 

January  

$  108.45 

$  20.06 

$    7.81 

$    17.61 

$    153.93 

• 

February  ... 

106.74 

22.40 

8.05 

22.55 

1.59.74 

March 

138.92 

15.13 

8.81 

26.70 

189.56 

April 

138.51 

23.47 

5.05 

22.01 

189.04 

May 

129.40 

26  26 

8.27 

19.51 

183.44 

June 

139.38 

20.53 

7.10 

24.46 

191.47 

July 

133  38 

23.6b 

9.46 

24.56 

191  06 

August 

120.37 

19.72 

5.87 

23  19 

169.15 

September  . . 

115.57 

17.35 

7.38 

17.35 

157.65 

October 

134.05 

22.69 

7.42 

23.79 

187.95 

November .  . . 

131.83 

23.75 

8.75 

23.43 

187.76 

December  . . . 

163.18 
$1,559.78 

28  Of) 

12.50 
$96.55 

23  00 
$268  16 

226.82 

Totals 

$263.08 

$2,187.57 

In  addition  to  the  above  amount,  the  sum  of  $151. 08  was 
received  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper  and  old  Kirniture  and 
from  Auditorium  and  Conference  Room  rents,  and  was  sent 
to  the  Treasurer. 
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Newspapers  and  Magazines 

RECEIVED  BY  THE 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 


NEWSPAPERS. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 

Atlanta  Constitution 

Baltimore  Sun 

Boston  Evening  Transcript 

Charleston  News  and  Courier 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune 

Cincinnati  Enquirer 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News 

Galveston  Dailv  News 

Kolnische  Zeitung 

London  Daily  Telegraph 

Los  Angeles  Examiner 

Louisville  Courier-Journal 

Memphis  Commercial  Appeal 

Minneapolis  Tribune 

Mobile  Register 

New  York  Courier  des  Etats-Unis 

New  York  Times 

New  York  Herald 

Paris  Figaro 

Portland  Morning  Oregonian 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger 

Richmond  Times-Dispatch 

St.  Louis  Republic 


38 

San  Francisco  Call 
Springfield  Daily  Republican 
Washington  Post 

GIFTS. 

Christian  Science  Monitor 

Daily  Item 

Daily  News 

Daily  Picayune 

Daily  States 

Italo  Americano 

Jewish  Ledger 

Jewish  Tribune 

Morning  Star 

New  Orleans  Bee 

Neue  Deutsche  Zeitung 

Presbyterian 

Times-Democrat 

United  Labor  Journal 

Wochentliche  Rundschau 
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MAGAZINES. 


M 


SUBSCRIPTION 

Ainslee*s  Magazine 
American  Architect 
American  Boy  *• 

American  Federationist 
American  Historical  Review 
American  ?Iomcs  and  Gardens 
American  Journal  of  Sociology 
American  Machinist 
American  Magazine 
American  Review  of  Reviews 
American  Photography 
American  Pottery  Gazette 
American  School  Board  Journal 
Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Polit- 
ical and  Social  Science 
Appleton's  Magazine 
Architects'  and  Builders*  Magazine 
Architectural  Record. 
Architectural  Review 
Arena 
Athenaeum 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Biblical  World 
Bird-Lore 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine 
Black  and  White 
Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright 
Bookman 
Book  News 
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Book  Review  Digest 

Brickbuilder  and  Architectural  Monthly 

Business  World 

Canadian  Magazine 

Casseirs  Little  Folks 

Cassier's  Magazine  and  Engineering 

Monthly. 
Catholic  World. 
Century. 

Chamber's  Journal 
Charities  and  the  Commons 
Chautauquan 
Chemical  Abstracts 
Children's  Magazine 
Circle 

Collier's  Weekly 
Confederate  Veteran 
Contemporary  Review 
Cornhill  Magazine 
Cosmopolitan  Magazine 
Cotton 

Country  Life 'in  America 
Craftsman 

Cumulative  Book  Index 
Current  Literature 
Delineator 

Deutsche  Rundschau 
Dial 

\c\v   York  Dramatic  Mirror 
Kdinburgh  Review 
Education 

Educational  Foundations 
liducatioiial  Review 

Electrical  Review  and  Western  Electrician 
Electrical  World 
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Engineering  Magazine 
Engineering  News 
Engineering  and  Mining  Journal 
Engineering  Record 
English  Illustrated  Magazine 
Etude 

Everybody's  Magazine 
Field  and  Stream 
Fliegende  Blatter 
Forest  and  Stream 
Fortnightly  Review 
Forum 
Foundry 
(lartenlaube 
Good  Housekeeping 
Graphic 

Hampton's  Magazine 
Harper's  Bazar 
Harper's  Monthly  Magazine 
Harper's  Weekly 
Health  Culture 
House  Beautiful 
Ice  and  Refrigeration 
Ilustracion  Espanola  y  Americana 
Illustrated  London  News 
Illustration 
Illustrazionc  Italiana 
llustrirtc  Zcitung 
Independent 

Internati(jnal  Marine   Rngineerin^     / 
International  Studio 
Je  Sais  Tout 

Johns  Hopkins   I'niversity  Studies  in   His- 
torical and  Political  Science. 
Journal  of  lV)liiical  l^conomy 
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Judge 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine 

Kindergarten  Review 

Knowledge 

Ladies'  Home  Journal 

Lectures  Pour  Tous 

Leslie's  Weekly 

Library  Journal 

Life 

Lippincott's  Monthly  Magazine 

Literary  Digest 

Little  Folks'  Cassino 

Living  Age 

Lyceumite  and  Talent 

McClure's  Magazine 

Manual  Training  Magazine 

Manufacturers'  Record 

Masters  in  Art 

Medical  Brief 

Metal  Industry 

Metal  Worker 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World 

Municipal  Engineering 

Municipal  Journal  and  Engineer 

Munscy's  ^lagazine 

Musical  Courier 

Musician 

Nation 

National  Geographic  Magazine 

Nautical  Gazette 

New  I'^ngland  Magazine 

New  ^'ork  Teachers'  ^Monographs 

Nineteenth  Genturv  and  After 

North  American  Review 

Open  Court 
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Outing  Magazine 

Outlook,  American 

Outlook,  English 

Out  West 

Overland  Monthly 

Pacific  Monthly 

Pall  Mall 

Pearson's  Magazine 

Pedagogical  Seminary 

Pernin's  Stenographer 

Photographic  Times 

Physical  Culture 

Pitman's  Journal 

Poet-Lore 

Political  Science  Quarterly 

Popular  Mechanics 

Popular  Science   Monthly 

Primary  Education 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of 

Electrical  Engineers 
Public 

Public  Libraries 
Publisher's  Weekly 
Puck 

Putnam's  Magazine 
Quarterly  Review 

Readers'  Guide  K)  Periodical  Literature 
Revue  Politique  et  Litteraire 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes 
Revue  Scicntifique 
Rudder 

Saint  Nicholas 
Saturday  Evening  Post 
School  Review 
Science 
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Scientific  American 

Scientific  American  Supplement 

Scribner's  Magazine 

Single  Tax  Review 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly 

Southern  Lumberman 

Strand 

Success 

Survey 

Taylor-Trotwood 

Technical  World 

Textile  World  Record 

Theatre 

Uber  Land  und  Meer 

Vie  Illustree 

Violin  World 

Vogue 

Westminster  Review 

Wide  World  Magazine 

Woodworker 

Windsor  Magazine 

Woman's  Home  Companion 

World  To-Day 

World's  Work 

Youth's  Companion 

GIFTS. 

Alumni  lUilletin,  University  of  Virginia 
America 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith 
Billboard 

Board  of  Trade  Engineering  (Scranton) 
r.nlletin  uf  the  Commercial  Law  League  of 
America 
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Caledonian 
Canal  Record 
Catholic  Churchman 
Century  Path 
Chicago  Banker 
Christian  Science  Journal 

Christian  Science  Sentinel 

Concrete 

Cotton   Journal 

Cuba  Review  Bulletin 

Exponent 

Extension 

Financial  World 

Gregg  Writer 

Herald  of  the  Cross 

Homeletic  Review 

Illuminating  Engineer 

Journal  of  the  Association  of  Engineering 

Societies 
Journal  of  Zoophily 

readies'  Review 
L'Athenee  Louisianais 

Lookout 

Louisiana  Planter 

Louisiana  State  l^niversitv  Bulletin 

m 

Matilda  Zeigler 

Methodist  Review 

Modern   Sanitation 

Mystic  Magazine 

New  Orleans  Lumber  Trade  Journal 

Old  Gold  and  Purple 

Pittman*s  Journal 

Progressive  Farmer 
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Shoppell's  Owners  &  Builders  Magazine 

Show  World 

Southern  Buck 

Southern  Farm  Gazette 

Southern  Lutheran 

Southern  Scribe 

Sugar  Planters'  Journal 

Sunset 

Tulane  University  Bulletin 

Tulane  Weekly 
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DONORS. 


BOUND  VOLUMES. 


Abadie,  B 5 

American  Irish  History  Society 1 

American  Peace  Society   . ! 1 

Anonymous    11-t 

Amy,  Henry  V 1 

IJaltimore  Sun 1 

Bamberger,  Mrs.  L 2 

Beard,  J.  Carter  1 

Behrman,  Hon.  Martin 1 

Blackman,  Mrs.  K.  H 1 

Bostick,  Alyin 1 

British  and  Foreign  Unitarian  Association 1 

British  Guiana  Exhibition  Commission 1 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Science  and  Art 1 

Casson,  Herbert  N .   .  -. 2 

Chambon,  Bey.  CM 1 

Chicago  and  Northwest  Railroad  Co 1 

Choate,  J.  H 1 

Citizens'  Ifealth  Commission  of  San  Francisco 1 

Conference  for  Education  in  the  South 2 

(^onrad,  Carl 1 

Craighead,  Dr.  E.  B I 

Crane,  ilrs.'  A.  M.  E 1 

Curlett,  T.  J 1 

De  Benneyille 1 

De  Grange,  J.  H 1 

Densmore,  Emmet 2 
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Duncan,  Mrs.  J.  A .    2 

Ebeling,  D.  H 1 

Emerson  Press 1 

Estopinal,  Hon.  Albert   39 

Firsl:  Church  of  Christ,  New  Orleans 3 

Fisher,  Mrs.  C.  . . 2 

Flood,  George 5 

Gill,  H.  M 3 

Griswold,  S.  M 1 

Harper,  Mrs.  Dr.  Edward    14 

Hart,  Miss  A.  M 2 

Harvey,  Mrs.  C.  C 1 

Helping  Hand  Mission I 

Henderson,  R.  G 3 

Hiller,  Mrs.  Albert Ti 

Hudson,  R.  P 1 

Hlinois  State  Historical  Society 1 

Hlinois  State  Historical  Library ....  1 

International  Claim  Agency 1 

International  Exchange  Bureau I 

Jadpaille,  Edgar 1 

Lake  Forest  T^niversity 4 

Lake  Molionk  Conference  of  International  Arbitra- 
tion    1 

L(^e,  J.  (1 1 

Leon,  Mrs.  S.  M 2 

Leon,  Selnia 5 

Louisiana  ScMn^tarv  of  State ^ 2 

« 

Louisiana  State*  Bank  Examiner 1 

Lyons,  Tlieodon* 1 

McIIenry.  Hon.  S.  1> 9 

31  aeon,  31  i*s.    1 .   1^.^  »iv.j   • •••  A 
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Miles,  Mrs.  A.  II 16 

Mississij)pi  Dopartmont  of  ArchiA'es 2 

Mooro,  Jainos  IF 1 

New  ()rh»ans  Board  of  Coininissioners  of  the  Port. .  1 

New  Orleans  Pharity  Organization  Society 1 

Xew  Orleans  City  I*ark  Improvement  Association. .  2 

Xew  Orleans  S(»\verage  and  Water  Board 3 

Xew  York  Art  Commission 1 

Xew  York  Board  of  Education    2 

X>w  York  Depal'tment  of  Education    1 

Xew  York  Commissioner  of  Ajjjriculture 1 

Xortliside  Board  of  Trade 1 

Xott,  Miss  Emma 24 

Nott,  (ieo 8 

Nott,  Miss  Kate 4 

Xott,  Mrs.  Philip 12 

Xott,  William,  Jr 2 

Xutting,  George  Hale 1 

O'Keefe,  Miss  Victoria    6 

Pavne,  Ernest  Henrv 1 

Pedrick,  Mrs.  X.  0 3 

Petit,  Mrs.  Susan  P 1 

Pretlove,  J.  J 8 

Ka vniond,  G.  L 10 

Beisin<i:er,  Hugo 1 

Saint  Louis  Juvenile  Court 1 

Salt  Lake  Tribune  Publishing  Co 1 

Samuel,  Ike 1 

Sellars,  Edwin  Jaquett  1 

Shields,  Hennison 1 

Simmons,  Mrs.  T.  L 24 

Solomon,  Dr.  Oscar  32 
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Somers,  Everett I 

Stanton,  G.  S 1 

Stigand,  W 2 

Thompson,  F.  J 2 

Thompson,  Slason 1 

Towsend,  G.  A 1 

rnited  Confe<lerate  Veterans'  Ai«$ociation 3 

I'nited  States  Government 225 

Tniversitv  of  Marvland 1 

Waddell,  William 2 

Wainwright,  A.  T 1 

Weis,  W.  G.  , 7 

West,  Mrs.  F 1 

Whitsitt,  W.  H 1 

Wilson,  Mrs.  J.  A 8 

Winterhalder,  Miss 11 

Total    685 


BULLETINS,  PAMPHLETS  AND  REPORTS. 

American  Association  for  Informational  (Conciliation 

American  Association  for  Labor  Legislation 

Assi)ciation  of  Life  Insnrance  Presidents 

Hangor  Public  Library 

Board  of  Casualtv  and  Surety  l^nd(Twriters 

Boston  ^luseuni  of  Fine  Arts 

Boston  Port  and   Seamen's  Aid   Society   

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston  Schoolhouse  Department 
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Kowdoin  College 2 

Braddock  Carnegie  Free  Library   1 

Kronson  Library  Fund  . ; 1 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Science 10 

Brooklyn  Public  Library    4 

Buffalo  Public  Library 1 

Bunan-Varilla,  Philippe 1 

Burrows  Brotliers  Co 1 

California  State  Board  of  Forestry 1 

California  State  Forester  1 

California  State  Library 1 

Cambridge  Public  Library 1 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 1 

Garnegie  Institute 1 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 1 

Carroll,  John  J 1 

Cleveland  Case  Library 7 

Chicago,  Finances  of  the  City  of  Chicago 1 

Chicago  Public  Library   9 

Choate,  Joseph  H 1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 3 

Cleveland  Public  Library 1 

Colorado  College 1 

Confederate  Memorial  Literary  Society   1 

Conniff,  John  K 1 

Cincinnati  University ] 

Dartmouth  ('ollege 1 

Denver  Public  Library   4 

Des  Moines  Public  Library 1 

Detroit  Public  Library 1 

Deutsche  Bank 1 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library 10 
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Easton  Public  Library 2 

Edwards,  Major  A.  M 3 

Engineering  Record 1 

Enocli  Pratt  Free  Library  1 

Erie  Public  Library 1 

Estopinal,  Hon.  Albert 12 

Fidolitv  and  Casualty  Co.  of  New  York 1 

(an,  Henry  M. 25 

(rrand  Kapids  Public  Library 1 

Haddard,  John 1 

Hart,  Miss  A.  M 1 

Harvard  University   1 

Haverhill  Public  Library   2 

Hebrew  Union  College  Catalogue 1 

Hispanic   Society  of  America    2 

Hlinois  State  Historical  Society 1 

Jacksonville  Free  Public  Library 4 

Jersi»v  City  Public  Library   6 

John  F.  Slater  Fund 1 

Kopinan,  H.  11 2 

Lafayette  (La.)  Southwestern  Industrial  Institute..  1 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference 2 

Liiirarian  of  Congress   4 

Lincoln,  Kixford  J 2 

Louisiana   Bar  Association    1 

Louisiana  Board  of  Coniinissioners  for  Protection  of 

Birds,  (Janie  and  Fish    2 

Louisiana  ( i(»ological  Survey   2 


t 


Louisiana   Kailroad  Coniniission    ^ 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Immigra- 
tion     2 

Louisiana  State  Croj)  Pest  Connnissiou ^ 
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Louisiana  Slate  Library  6 

Louisiana  State  Normal  School 3 

Louisiana  State  Societv  for  the  Prevention  of  Crueltv 

to  Animals 2 

l^ouisiana  State  Superintendent  of  Education 6 

Lcmisiana  State  University 4 

liOuisville  Fr(»e  Public  Library 4 

Lowell  City  Library  .^ . . .  1 

Lutheran  Pastors'  Conference   1 

Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital 1 

Manufacturers'  Kecord 1 

Massachusetts  General  ITospital   .  /. 2 

Michigan  (,^olle<]^e  of  Mines 1 

ilichijj:an  Puldic  Health  Department 1 

Michi<;jan  State  Library 2 

Minn(»sota  Library  Commission    2 

Mississippi  State  B(^ard  of  Health 1 

Mowry,  Don.  E 2 

National  Business  l^^ague  of  America 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Civil  Service  Commissioners.  2 

N(*w  Orleans  Board  of  Trade 1 

New  Orleans  Charity  Hos])ital    1 

New  Orleans  Charity  Orj»:anizati(m  Society 2 

New  Orleans  Comptrolh^r 1 

New  Orleans  Ey(\  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital.  1 

New  Orleans  Eire  Insurance  Patrol 1 

New  Orleans   Parking  Commission    1 

New  Orleans  I'olice  Dej^artnuMit   1 

New  Orleans  Port  Commissioners 1 

New  Orleans  Pid)lic  School  Athh^tic  L(*agu(* 1 

New  Orleans  Sewerage  and  Water  Board 1 
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New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 1 

New  York  (City)  Charities  Publication  Committee.  1 

New  York  (City)  Merchants'  Association 4 

New  York  North  Side  Board  of  Trade 1 

New  York  Public  Library 11 

Norfolk  Public  Library       1 

Northwestern  University 1 

Nott,  George  . : 98 

Noyes,  Geo.  H 1 

Oberlin  College 1 

Ohio  SocietA'  Sons  of  the  Revolution 1 

Omaha  Public  Library 4 

Open  Court  Publishing  Co 1 

Orleans  Parish  Medical  Society 1 

Osaka  (Japan )  Library 1 

Paterson   (N.  J.)  Public  Library   1 

Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free  Cir- 
culating Library  for  the  Blind 1 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society 1 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind 1 

Philadelphia  Public  Library 1 

Portland  Public  Library 1 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library 4 

Providence  Pul)lic  Library 5 

Kedwood  Library  and  Athenaeum 1 

licynolds  Library 1 

Rothschild,  Baron 14 

Roval  SUitioni^rv  Co.   (  N.  Y. )    1 

St.  Joseph  Public  Library 2 

St.  Louis  Juvenile  Court 1 

St.  Louis  Municipal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  .  .  1 

St.   Louis  M(*rcantile  Lihrarv  Association 1 


.' 
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St.  Ij()uis  Public  Libran- 1 

St.  Paul  Play  G^'ouuds  Committee 1 

Salem  Pul)li<*  Library 10 

Salmagundi  Club    2 

Kcraiiton  Public  Library 2 

Seattle  Public  Library 2 

Silas  BronsoTi  Library 1 

Silyin,  Edward 1 

Simmons,  Mrs.  L.  T 12 

Simmons  College 1 

Soyez-Le  Roy,  Madame 5 

Springfield  City  Library 9 

Springfield  City  Library  Association    1 

Still  College  of  Osteopathy 1 

Stimson,  John  Ward 1 

Syracuse  Public  Library 1 

Tacoma  Public  Library 1 

Taunton  Public  Library   1 

Teixeira,  Max 1 

Texas  Library  Association   1 

Thomas,  Benton  11 1 

Thompson,  Season 1 

Toledo  Public  Library 1 

Tucker,  Ir\yin 1 

Tulane  Uniyersity 1 

United  Daughters  of  the  Confed(M*acy,  La.  Division. .  I 

United  States  Goyernment   1074 

Uniyersity  of  Chicago 12 

Uniyersity  of  Illinois    1 

Uniyersity  of  Michigan 1 

University  of  Tennessee 2 

University  of  Texas  I 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


JAMES  H.  DILLARD, 
JOHN  PITZPATRICK, 
MARTIN  BEHRMAN, 
P.  A.  LELONG. 
PAUL  CAPDEVIELLE, 


ADOLPH  KATZ, 
ALBERT  BALDWIN,  Jr. 
GEORGE  W.  PLYNN, 
CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE, 
JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


JAMES  H.  DILLARD, 

PresidttiL 


MARTIN  BEHRMAN, 

Chairman  Bx-Qffido, 


JOHN  PITZPATRICK,  P.  A.  LELONG, 

Vice-  President.  Seeretarih  Treasurer 

I.  D.  MOORE,  Attorney. 


G.  W.  PALFREY, 

Auditor. 


S.  H.  LIVAUDAI8, 

Assi.  SecVy.  d  Bookkeeper, 


i 


COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 

ALBERT  BALDWIN,  Jk.,  Chairman.     JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE, 

ADOLPH  KATZ. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE,  Chairman.  P.  A.  LELONG, 

GEORGE  W.  FLYNN. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chniitnan,  ADOLPH  KATZ, 

ALBERT  BALDWIN,  Jk. 


BY-LAWS  AND  RULES. 

GEO    W.  FLYNN,  Chairman.  PAUL  CAPDEVIELLE, 

ALBERT  BALDWIN,  Jr. 


BRANCH  LIBRARIES. 

C.  F.  CLAIBORNE  (Royal).  MARTIN  BEHRMAN,  (Algiers). 

P.  A.  LELONG  (Napoleon). 


BUILDING. 

JOHN  FITZPATRICK,  Chairman.  P.  A.  LELONG, 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN,  ALBERT  BALDWIN,  jR. 

PENRY  M.  GILL,  Secretary. 


LIBRARIAN. 

HENRY  M.  GILL. 


STAFF. 

MAIN  LIBRARY. 

MRS.  L.   DKSSOMMKS,  A.^}iii*tant  Librarian. 
Library  assistants. 

.Mrs.  R.  C.  Bond,  Miss  C.  Gallier,  Miss  V.  H.  Kuee, 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  JcmeM,  Miss  Kiiz»beth  Diicros,        Mrs.  A.  Uustis, 

Miss  AdH  O.  Kf.Micdds.  Miss  M.  M.  Cooper,  Miss  N.  L.  Qnaid, 

Miss  Mny  Moran.  Miss  M.  L.  F(»\ver,  MisK.  K.  M.  ColemaD, 

Miss  Sallie  M.  Owen,  MissT.  C.  O'Sbaughnestsy,  Miss  Hose  Dayey, 

Miss  Martha  Patrick.  Miss  Corinue  Duplautier,    Miss  Daisy  L.  Drawe 

MISS  E.  PITOT,  Secretary. 

MISS  ETTA  M    CONNELLY,  Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 
F.  J.  FLEURY,  Clerk. 
JAMES  GERMANY,  Periodical  Clerk. 
C.  L.  VAN  HOUTEN,   Engineer. 
WILLIAM  MURRAY,  Janitor. 
J.  P.  HOG  AN,  Asst.  Janitor  and  Night  Watchman. 


BRANCHES. 

ROYAL  BRANCH. 

MISS  S    DEYNOOOT.  Assistant  in  Charge. 
MISS  J.    BARNETT,  Assistant. 
E.  E.  RUIZ,  Janitor. 


ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

MISS  K.   COLLINS.  Assistant  in  Charge 
MRS.    BKRTHA   BARRAS,  Assistant. 
A.  K.  DUPLAIN,  Janitor. 


NAPOLEON   BRANCH. 

.MISS   E.  KOl'MAN,   Assistant  in  Charge, 
MISS  M.   E.   MITCIIEL,  Assistant. 
FRANK  LAMPRECHT,  Janitor. 


fourteen  years  of  age  unless  the  children  accompany  an 
adult 

We  have  continued  our  practice,  begun  last  year,  of 
making  special  collections  of  books  that  treat  of  a  topic 
that  is  for  any  reason  brought  into  prominence.  These 
collections  are  conspicuously  placed  and  furnish  a  ready 
and  fairly  full  source  of  information  upon  all  important 
contemporaneous  events. 

The  circulation  of  the  "Gold  Star"  collection,  the 
"Hundred  Best  Novels,''  and  the  "Hundred  Best  Non-Fic- 
tion" titles,  still  warrants  their  remaining  shelved  in  the 
middle  of  the  space  reserved  for  the  new,  popular  fiction 
commonly  called  "Seven  Day  Books." 

As  a  further  means  of  aiding  our  readers  and  increasing 
our  circulation  we  publish  in  the  newspapers  selected  lists 
of  accessions  and  lists  of  books  on  some  special  subject 
that  will  be  of  interest  to  many  persons.  These  lists  the 
papers  have  kindly  published  gratis.  Lists  of  the  same 
nature  are  prepared  for  the  library  bulletin  and  together 
with  classified  lists  of  all  books  accessioned  by  the  library 
are  published  quarterly  and  distributed  to  our  readers. 

In  short,  every  means  of  increasing  the  circulation  and 
improving  its  character  that  our  limited  funds  will  permit 
have  been  employed.  One  of  the  results  of  this  work  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  our  circulation  of  non-fiction  has 
grown  in  the  five  years  from  1906  to  1910,  until  in  the  lat- 
ter year  it  is  over  five  times  as  large  as  it  was  in  the  former. 

REGISTRATION. 

During  the  year  8,877  cards  were  issued  to  borrowers. 
The  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  17,044.  In  addition  to  the  regular  borrower's 
cards,  200  Teachers'  Cards  and  60  Summer  Cards  were  is- 


8ued.  A  Teachers'  Card  permits  a  teacher  in  any  school  to 
borrow  five  titles  of  non-fiction  and  retain  them  for  thirty 
days.  This  card  is  issued  only  to  teachers  having  a  regular 
borrower's  card  but  requires  no  additional  guarantee.  The 
Summer  Card  permits  a  borrower  who  will  be  out  of  the 
city  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber to  take  with  him  six  titles  of  non-fiction  and  four  of 
fiction. 

This  department  issues  all  cards  to  readers ;  keeps  up 
with  changed  addresses  of  borrowers,  expired  and  can- 
celled cards  and  sends  notices  of  overdue  books  and  all 
fine  notices  to  borrowers  and  guarantors. 

All  Branch  borrowers  are  registered  at  the  Main  Li- 
brary. Applications  are  received  from  the  Branches  twice 
a  week  and  the  borrowers'  cards  issued  for  them  are  sent  to 
the  Branches  twice  a  week. 

EEFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  small  space  allotted  to  the  reference  department 
does  not  now  suffice  either  for  the  books  or  the  readers. 
Almost  every  afternoon  there  is  not  space  at  the  reading 
tables  for  some  of  the  students.  The  books  fill  every  inch 
of  available  shelf  room  and  the  further  development  ot 
this  branch  of  library  service  is  impossible  as  long  as  it  is 
confined  to  its  present  quarters. 

The  Normal  Reference  collection,  which  contains  a  copy 
of  every  book  that  the  Faculty  of  the  Public  Normal 
School  have  recommended  to  their  pupils  for  parallel 
study,  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  all  the  titles  con- 
tained in  Bulletin  408  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation. This  is  a  list  compiled  by  the  staff  of  the  Bureau 
in  co-operation  with  thirty  prominent  educators  represent- 
ing all  sections  of  our  country.     This  collection  "offers, 
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\^ithin  a  reasonable  compass,  representative  selections 
from  those  divisions  of  educational  literature,  both  general 
and  special,  that  are  of  marked  interest  and  value  to  the 
public  school  teachers  of  America." 

Some  of  the  other  important  additions  to  the  refer- 
ence collection  were  the  Catholic  Encyclopaedia,  Jewish  En- 
cyclopjedia,  Encyclopaedia  of  Religion  and  Ethics,  New 
Schaff-Herzog  Encyclopaedia  of  Religious  Knowledge,  Cy- 
clopaedia of  Civil  Engineering,  Cyclopaedia  of  Textile  Work, 
Webster's  New  International  Dictionary,  Century  Diction- 
ary and  Cyclopaedia  vols.  11  and  12,  A.  L.  A.  Portrait  In- 
dex, Cambridge  Natural  History,  Key  to  North  American 
Birds,  Battles  and  Leaders  of  the  Civil  War,  Flemming's 
Documentary  History  of  Reconstruction,  Fortier's  Louis- 
iana, and  tlie  Readers  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature  1905- 
1909.  We  also  bound  and  put  in  the  Reference  Room  all 
pictures  of  local  interest  published  as  supplements  to  the 
New  Orleans  papers. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

We  subscribe  to  196  magazines  and  20  newspapers, 
and  re(*eive  as  gifts  46  m«igazines  and  17  newspapers,  mak- 
iug  in  all  2S5  periodicals  received  by  the  library.  This 
mimber  does  not  include  Slate  and  United  States  publica- 
tions, nor  tlie  i)ubli(n1ions  of  libraries.  All  New  Orleans 
pai)ers  are  received  as  gifts  of  the  publishers.  The  news- 
l>ap(*r  room  is  convenienlly  located  with  an  entrance  di- 
rect Iv  from  tlie  street.  The  nnnib^T  of  readers  in  this  de- 
partni(»nt  was  4r),nr)0  or  jilmost  6,000  more  than  last  year. 

umtkl)  states,  state  am)  local  docu- 

:mexts. 

The  Superintendent  of  lMibli<*  Documents  of  the 
TnitcMl  Stat(»s  sent   ns  about  ir>0  volumes  of  some  of  the 
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most  valuable  of  the  jroverninent  publications.  These  vol- 
umes were  needed  to  fill  in  Raps  that  had  long  existed  in 
our  sets. 

We  have  profited  very  much  by  the  present  conditions 
in  the  Superintendent's  office  tliat  enable  him  to  send  out 
as  soon  as  they  are  ready  the  pamphlet  publications  of 
Congress  and  the  several  departments  and  bureaus.  These 
were  formerly  held  until  a  sufficient  number  had  been  ac- 
cumulated to  fill  a  large  sack  and  one  shipment  served 
for  the  transmission  of  several  scores  of  pamphlets. 

The  change  from  skiver  to  good  buckram  for  binding 
government  documents  is  a  welcomed  one  and  should  have 
been  made  years  ago.  We  regret  sadly,  however,  the  omis- 
sion of  serial  numbers  from  the  Congressional  set.  These 
numbers  provided  so  simple  a  system  of  arrangement  for 
the  Congressional  series  that  we  still  continue  to  number 
tliem  as  soon  as  tlie  receipt  of  the  Index  to  the  Reports 
and  Documents  of  Congress  makes  it  possible  to  do  so. 

On  account  of  tlieir  great  value,  we  have  had  bound 
the  Annual  Industry  Bulletins,  Biological  Survey,  Nation- 
al Herbarium,  Farmers  Bulletins,  Faiina  of  North  Amer- 

inx  and  some  of  the  Plant  Industrv  Bulletins. 

«- 

Wo  ro(*eived  as  a  d(»positary  and  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  several  departments  and  of  the  Superintendent  of 
DocunuMits,  444  bound  volumes  and  1,140  pamphlets. 

We  have  been  a  little  more  successful  this  vear  than 
wo  were  last  year  in  the  collecting  of  State,  parish  and  mu- 
nicij)al  docunH»nts,  5  bound  voluim^s  and  242  pamphlets 
lM*ii.»g  securcHl.  The  diflicully  of  securing  the  reports  of  our 
own  State  and  local  otiicials  lias  induccMl  me  to  repeat  my 
recommendation  of  last  vi^ar  tlial  legislation  be  had  that 
.sliall  reijuire  the  deposit  with  the  X(»w  Orleans  Public  Li- 
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brary  of  two  copies  of  all  reports  issued  by  oflQcials  and 
boards  of  the  State  and  the  Pariah  of  Orleana 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  was  established  only  two  years  ago. 
Even  in  its  first  year  it  outgrew  the  space  assigned  to  it 
and  naturally  we  have  felt  this  year  more  than  ever  the 
need  of  room.  The  issuing  of  a  new  Course  of  Study  for 
the  public  schools  required  the  purchase  of  a  large  number 
of  titles  in  duplicate,  and  forced  us  to  various  makeshifts 
and  devices  to  shelve  these  necessary  additions.  There  are 
now  5,798  books  in  the  juvenile  library. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  56,095.  The  number 
of  readers  and  reference  workers  have  increased  considera- 
bly and  the  room  after  school  hours  until  dinner  time  pre- 
sents a  crowded  and  animated  scene.  The  readiness  with 
which  the  children  learn  to  find  the  books  they  wish  and 
how,  when  they  are  found,  to  use  them,  should  be  an  ob- 
ject lesson  to  the  average  adult  reader.  The  earnestness 
of  these  young  readers  and  their  gratitude  for  any  advice 
and  assistance,  makes  work  in  this  department  the  most 
pleasant  of  all  library  work. 

A  record  kept  during  the  year  shows  the  following  to  be 
the  most  popular  books  for  girls :  The  Little  Colonel  books^ 
by  Johnston;  The  Betty  Wales  books,  by  Warde;  The  Ted- 
dy books,  by  Ray;  Jamison's  Lady  Jane;  Alcott's  Old 
Fashioned  Girl  and  Little  Women;  Stuart's  Story  of  Ba- 
bette;  The  Story  of  Live  Dolls,  and  More  About  Live 
Dolls,  by  Gates;  Peggy  Owen,  by  Madison;  Patty  Fairfield, 
by  Wells;  An  American  Girl  in  Korea,  by  Barnes;  The 
Lamplighter,  by  Cummins;  The  Lass  of  the  Silver  Sword, 
by  DuBois;  Johnson's  Her  College  Days;  Jamison's  Se- 
raph; The  Pepper  books,  by  Sidney;  May's  Dotty  Dimple 
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series;  Dorothy  Brooke's  Schooldays,  by  Sparhawk; 
Smith's  Little  Ned  Happy  and  Flora  and  Little  Girl  and 
Philip ;  and  Heidi,  by  Spyri. 

Among  the  popular  books  for  boys  are:  Tlie  Crimson 
Sweater  series,  by  Barbour;  The  Annapolis  books,  by 
Beach;  The  Substitute  and  Jack  Hall  at  Yale,  by  Camp; 
Huckleberry  Finn  and  Tom  Sawyer  by  Clemens;  Altshel- 
er's  Forest  Runners;  Young  Trailors;  Free  Rangers,  and 
The  Horsemen  of  the  Plains;  For  the  Freedom  of  the  Sea, 
by  Brady;  Dimock's  Dick  in  the  Everglades,  and  Dick 
Among  the  Lumber  Jacks;  Eggleton's  Long  Knives; 
Hughes'  Lackerim  Athletic  Club  and  the  Dozen  from  Lak- 
erim;  luman's  Ranche  on  the  Oxhide;  McNeil's  In  Texas 
with  Davy  Crockett,  and  Kit  Carson  in  the  Rockies;  With 
Crockett  and  Bowie,  by  Monroe;  Toby  Tyler,  by  Otis 
Paine's  College  Years;  Pendleton's  In  the  Camp  of  the 
Creeks,  and  The  Motor  Boys,  by  Young. 

Of  non-fiction,  Lang's  colored  fairy  books  lead ;  Seton 
and  Powell's  Boy  Scouts  is  second  in  popularity;  Lamb's 
Tales;  Beard's  Recreation  books  for  boys  and  girls;  Wil- 
liamson's Life  of  Lee,  and  Life  of  Jackson;  Asbjornson's 
Fairy  Tales  from  the  Far  North ;  Anderson's  and  Grimm's 
Fairy  Tales;  Tappan's  Golden  Goose;  Jenks,  Electricity 
for  Young  People;  Harper's  Electricity  Book  for  Boys; 
Hairs  Boy  Craftsman;  Coates'  Children's  Book  of  Poetry; 
Forbes-Lindsay's  Daniel  Boone;  and  King  and  Ficklen's 
Stories  from  Louisiana  History. 

A  number  of  classes  from  the  schools  have  visited  the 
library  in  a  body  and  in  this  way  many  new  readers  have 
been  secured. 

Our  most  popular  effort  to  instruct  and  entertain  the 
boys  and  girls  was  the  "Chalk  Talks"  given  in  the  Audito- 
rium. Over  a  thousand  children  came  to  these  two  lect- 
ures. The  distinguished  artist,  author  and  naturalist,  Mr. 
J.  Carter  Beard,  who  g(»nerouslj  offered  his  services  for 
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the  work  ha<l  Iiis  reward  in  tlie  complete  delight  of  his  au- 
ditors. His  object  was  to  teacli  lessons  in  natural  history 
and  the  origin  and  history  of  some  well  known  symbols 
and  to  illustrate  his  talk  by  crayon  drawings  made  as  the 
lecture  progressed.  His  instruction  was  interspersed  with 
anecdotes  and  liumorous  stories  that  held  the  absolute  at- 
tention of  his  young  listeners.  As  each  sketch  was  com* 
pletcHl  it  wouhl,  by  a  few  deft  strokes  of  the  artist,  be  con- 
Acrted  into  a  picture  so  entirely  different  from  the  original 
drawing  that  it  seemed  difficult  to  believe  that  such  a 
transformation  could  have  b(*en  effected  under  ones  very 
eves. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  1h(i  interest  in  the  Boy  Scout 
movement  by  the  i)rei)aration  of  an  exhibit  representing  a 
camping  scene  on  the  shores  of  a  lake  set  in  the  midst  of 
a  dense  fon»st  The  conc(»ption  was  artistic  and  the  details 
very  thoroughly  and  carc^fully  worked  out.  The  depart- 
ment was,  however,  particularly  well  pleasc^d  with  its  rep- 
resentation of  the  Puritans'  first  Thanksgiving  in  this 
country.  T\w  faithfulness  with  which  the  exhibit  repro- 
duce<l  the  acccpird  a<-counts  of  this  event  in  our  own  coun- 
try's  history  made  it  a  most  us(»ful  l<»sson  to  the  children. 
These  exhibits  se(Mn  tt)  be  of  as  much  interest  to  the  adult 
read(»rs  as  to  the  childr(»n. 

Christmas  wtM'k  the  rooui  was  decorated  with  festoons 
of  smilax  and  mistletoe  and  wreaths  of  holly;  crimson 
iK»lls  and  other  ln-iiilit  ornaments  gave  the  necessary  touch 
of  gay  color.  In  the  centre*  of  lln^  room  a  large  prettily 
decornted  Christmas  tn-e,  brilliantly  lighted  with  many 
colored  elerlric  lights  was  an  olijr<t  t)f  ceas<»l  ess  admiration 
on  the  |Kirt  <»f  the  younger  chihlren.  During  the  entire 
Christ nins  week  i-vrvy  lM>y  and  girl  who  borrowed  a  book 
\Nas  given  n  Clirisinuis  mrd.  T1m»  in<-rease  of  circulation 
n-sulting  from  this  jirartitM^  revenls  in  a  humorous  manner 
one  nf  tlie.\\<'aknc*sses  of  human  nature. 
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In  preparing  onr  displays  we  can  always  rely  upon 
the  generous  loan  of  material  by  the  children  and  the 
skilled  and  artistic  needlework  of  some  of  the  ladies  of 
our  staff. 

The  bulletins  shown  in  the  children's  department  dur- 
ing the  year  wore:, January,  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  Lee 
and  Jackson,  Country  Stories.  February,  Valentine,  Car- 
nival, New  Orleans,  Washington's  Birthday,  Indians; 
March,  Kindness  to  Animals;  Easter;  April,  Joan  of  Arc, 
Louisiana  Day;  May,  (N:)mets,  Edward  VII;  June,  Lee  and 
Jackson,  Decoration  Day,  Flag  Day;  July,  Fourth  of 
July,  Country  Summer,  Summer  on  the  Shore;  August, 
Summer  in  the  Mountains;  September,  Return  to  School; 
October,  Boy  Scouts,  Football,  Baseball;  November, 
Thanksgiving;  December,  Christmas. 

CATALOGUE   DEPARTMP]NT. 

This  has  been  a  very  busy  year  for  the  Catalogue  De- 
partment. We  accessioned  1,741  more  books  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  shelf  listed  six  classes  of  the  books  already 
in  the  library,  revised  the  classification  of  a  large  percen- 
tage of  our  collection  and  prepared  a  working  catalogue  of 
sixty  thousand  cards.  This  is  the  first  attempt  to  catalogue 
the  library  since  its  establishment  in  1897. 

We  began,  this  year,  to  publish  a  quarterly  bulletin 
containing  a  classified  list  of  all  books  added  to  the  libra- 
ry and  special  lists  of  a  large  number  of  books  on  particu- 
lar subjects.  This  work  fills  sixty-eight  double  columned 
printed  pages. 

The  shelf  list  of  one  of  the  branches  has  been  compared 
with  our  union  list  and  nianv  corrections  made. 

We  purchased  about  8,000  Libitn y  of  Congr(»ss  cards. 

Miss  Simmons  tlie  cataloguer  of  last  year  re-signed 
about  the  middle  of  January  and  was  succeedtMl  by  Miss 
Knee. 
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There  were  5,779  books  accessioned,  661  discarded, 
•35  lost  books  that  were  not  paid  for  and  59  that  were  paid 
for  bv  borrowers.  The  number  of  donations  accessioned 
was  158  bound  volumes. 

BINDING  AND  REPAIRING. 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  the  satisfactory  results  of 
having  books  that  are  much  used  bound  in  pig  skin  and 
cowhide.  Lately  we  have  tried  a  cotton  buckram  that  has 
been  tested  in  the  government  laboratories  and  been  recom- 
mended by  experts  as  attaining  a  very  high  standard  of 
excellence.  This  is  a  superior  material  to  leather,  for 
books  that  are  not  constantly  handled. 

We  have  been  experimenting  with  shellaced  books, 
especially  those  bound  in  light  colored  cloths  and  chil- 
dren's books.  About  one  thousand  volumes  were  given 
from  two  to  three  coats  of  shellac.  This  process,  seems, 
undoubtedly,  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  books  and  to  render 
them  more  sanitary. 

We  endeavor  to  rebind  all  of  the  most  popular  books 
in  order  to  avoid  the  loss  of  circulation  entailed  by  sending 
Ihom  to  tlie  binder.  T^sually  a  book  sent  to  our  binding 
department  is  returned  to  the  shelves  within  one  week.  We 
reserved  and  set  in  the  original  or  new  covers  1,103  books 
and  mended  2,551.  Many  useful  pamphlets  are  saved  from 
the  oblivion  of  pamphlet  case  by  being  bound. 

We  sent  to  the  binders  1,320  books  to  be  rebound  and 
'^05  to  be  bound  from  the  sheets. 

STAFF. 

Owing  to  the  circumstances  under  which  our  employ- 
ees come  to  lis  without  any  previous  library  training,  our 
work  has  always  been  done  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  If 
the  members  of  the  staff  begin  their  service  doubly  handi- 
capped through  lack  of  sufficient  systematic  school  train- 
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ing,  it  will  be  impossible  for  ns  to  attain  the  usual  standard 
of  work  maintained  in  other  libraries.  I  would  request^ 
therefore,  that  in  making  future  appointments,  the  Board 
require  that  the  appointee  shall  have  at  least  a  grammar 
grade  education.  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  Board  to 
adopt  the  plan  recommended  to  them  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Administration  Committee.  This  suggestion  provides 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  at  a  date  to  be  determined 
upon  by  themselves  choose  from  the  list  of  eligibles  to  the 
position  of  library  assistant,  a  list  of  twenty  names  or  less. 
The  persons  so  chosen  shall  constitute  a  cadet  corps  and 
shall  serve  the  library  without  pay  and  as  apprentices  for 
the  term  of  three  months.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the 
librarian  shall  choose  from  their  body  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  most  capable  ones  and  designate  them  as  substitutes ; 
the  places  of  all  absent  members  of  the  regular  staff  shall 
be  filled  by  these  substitutes  and  their  pay  during  such  time 
of  employment  shall  be  One  Dollar  (fl.OO)  per  day.  The 
members  of  the  substitute  corps  shall,  in  the  order  of  their 
merit,  be  recommended  by  the  librarian  to  the  Board  for 
permanent  appointment.  When  appointed  to  the  position 
"f  library  assistant,  their  salary  shall  be  for  the  first  year 
Twenty-Five  Dollars  (|25.00)  per  month;  for  the  second 
year,  Thirty-Five  Dollars  (|35.00)  per  month;  and  for  the 
third  year  Forty  Dollars  ($40.00)  per  month.  The  salaries 
of  those  who  shall  be  promoted  to  be  the  heads  of  the  va- 
rious departments  should  be  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
above  figures,  and  it  is  suggested  that  50  per  cent  addi- 
tional is  a  reasonable  and  proper  difference.  If  this  plan 
does  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Board,  I  recom- 
mend that,  when  the  next  vacancies  occur  in  the  staff,  the 
Board  instead  of  appointing  library  assistants,  shall  fill 
each  such  vacancy  with  two  stack  attendants  until  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  such  employees  shall  have  been  appointed. 
These  stack  attendants  should  be  girls  from  16  to  20  years 
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of  age  and  their  sole  duty  should  be  to  keep  the  books  in 
order  on  the  shelves.  The  uiaxinium  wages  usually  paid 
them  is  |25.00  per  month.  Tlie  a])pointment  of  these  girls 
for  dressing  shelves  leaves  tlie  library  assistant  free  to  do 
real  library  work  and  would  in  our  case  give  us  time  to 
conduct  a  school  to  properly  train  our  attendants. 

Three  members  of  the  staff,  blisses  Simmons,  Oberle 
and  Phelps  resigned  their  positions  to  be  married,  Miss 
flowe  left  to  take  a  position  as  drawing  instructress  in  the 
public  schools  and  ilrs.  Joyce  to  accept  employment  in  the 
New  York  Pul>lic  Library.  Jliss  ilcNeely  gave  up  her 
work  on  acccmnt  of  ill  health  and  three  of  the  other  ladies 
were  granted  limited  leaves  of  absence  for  the  same  rea- 
son. In  September  these  vacancies  were  filled  in  conform- 
ity with  the  re(|uirenients  of  the  Civil  Service  provisions  by 
the  appointment  of  Misses  Owen,  O'Shaughnessy,  Davey, 
Patrick,  Duplantier  and  ilrs.  Barras.  In  December  Miss 
Connelly  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  stenographer  and 
typewriter. 

HOLIDAYS  AND  VACATIONS. 

The  library  is  closed  from  1  p.  m.  the  day  before  Mardi 
(iras  to  9  a.  m.  the  next  Wedn(»sday ;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints'  Day;  Thanksgiving 
Day;  December  24th  from  6  p.  m.,  to  December  26th,  9 
a.  m. ;  December  31st.,  from  6  p.  m.,  to  January  2d,  9  a.  m., 
and  at  5  p.  m.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

This  year  as  Christmas  fell  on  Sunday  the  Board 
closed  the  libraries  on  the  following  Monday. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-scnon  days,  with  full  pay,  is 
granted  each  member  of  tlie  statf  who  has  worked  in  the 
library  for  the  six  months  i)receding  the  vacation  period. 
All  (lays  of  absence^  are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vaca- 
tion, but  no  vacation  shall  be  for  less  than  fifteen  days. 
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BRANCHES. 

There  are  17,523  booka  in  the  branch  libraries,  of  this 
number  6,845  are  in  the  Royal  Branch,  5,414  in  the  Algiers 
Branch  and  5,264  in  the  Napoleon  Branch.  The  number 
of  borrowers  drawing  books  from  the  branches  is  8,340. 
The  circulation  for  the  year  was.  Royal  Branch,  61,381; 
Algiers  Branch,  32,905;  Napoleon  Branch,  38,313,  or  a 
combined  circulation  of  132,599.  An  analysis  of  these  fig- 
ures shows  that  the  Algiers  Branch  increased  its  circula- 
tion about  ten  per  cent,  that  the  Napoleon  Branch,  consid- 
ering that  it  was  closed  for  forty  days,  held  its  own  and 
that  the  Royal  Branch  suffered  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  books  issued. 

Miss  Dynoodt  of  the  Royal  Branch  and  Miss  Eopman 
of  the  Napoleon  Branch  both  report  that  far  more  refer- 
ence work  was  done  this  year  than  last  year. 

Miss  Collins  of  the  Algiers  Branch  devoted  herself 
particularly  to  increasing  the  adult  circulation  and  can 
afford  to  feel  pleased  with  the  results. 

All  of  the  branches  have  employed  picture  bulletins, 
reading  list  and  special  collections  of  books  as  a  means  of 
interesting  their  readers.  The  great  advantage  a  small 
branch  has  is  the  strong  feeling  of  friendliness  that  soon 
spring  up  between  the  borrower  and  the  library  force.  The 
success  and  growth  of  the  branch  depends  more  upon  the 
creation  and  maintenance  of  this  feeling  than  upon  any 
other  one  cause.  In  my  visits  to  tlie  branches  I  am  pleased, 
therefore,  to  find  constant  evidence  of  the  existence  of  such 
cordial  relations  between  our  staff  and  the  public. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  each  year  that  our  cir- 
culation has  increased,  that  every  department  of  the  libra- 
ry is  being  used  more  freely,  that  new  branches  are  being 
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added  and  that  we  have  been  able  to  multiply  and  extend 
our  activities.  The  growth  of  the  library  has  lately  been 
so  rapid  that  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  meet  the  demands 
on  our  time  and  labor,  but  our  only  regret  is  that  our 
means  are  so  restricted  that  we  cannot  still  further  in- 
crease this  volume  of  work  by  entering  the  fields  that  re- 
main to  be  exploited. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  report  for  the  year 
1910. 

HENRY  M.  GILL,  Librarian. 

February  8th,  1911. 
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Receipts  and  Expenditores  for  the  Year  Ending  January  (Q,  l?f  I. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  General  Fund  Balance  from  \^W ...*.$        565  74 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation..  .$30,000  00 
Interest  on  Deposits,  In.  T.  &  B.  Co..  18  i4 

Pines  and  Catalogues,  Main  Library. .     1,800  71 

Bourbon  St.  Property,  Rents 3,800  04 

Sales  of  Book-Racks,  waste  paper,  etc.  20  70 

Royal  Branch,  Acct.  Catalogs  &  Fines        255  66 
Algiers  Branch,     *'            '*                 **  108  31 

Napoleon  Branch  **            **                 *'  214  53 

Lecture  Room 33,00— $36,251  09 


$36316  83 


EXPENDITURES. 

Books $4,245  95 

Periodicals 746  78 

Binding 818  68 

Insurance,  Bourbon  St.  Property 493  00 

Lighting 983  55 

Fuel   97  92 

Printing  and  Stationery 948  06 

Salaries 17,621  75 

Diball  &  Owen,  Architects 388  40 

S.  Hernsheim  Fund  Acct.  Refund  Loan      300  00— $26,644  09 

Sundries,  as  follows  : 

Gardener 262  45 

Porters'  Salaries 833  16 

Telephone  Service 48  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 1,596  59-$  2,740  20 
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RoTAi.  Branch. 

Salaries $1,680  00 

Lighting 112  08 

Fuel  36  00 

Printing  and  Stationery 34  08 

Binding 70  87 

Gardener 36  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 132  22— >$  2, 101  25 

Algiers  Branch. 

Salaries $1,590  00 

Lighting 140  04 

Fuel 55  00 

Printing  and  Stationery 34  09 

Binding 7  31 

Gardener 48  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 97  50—$  1,971  94 

Napolron  Branch. 

Salaries $1,660  00 

Lighting 80  58 

Fuel  45  00 

Printing  and  Stationery 34  09 

Binding 94  83 

Repairs 687  50 

Miscellaneous  Items 92  42—$  2,694  42 

$36,151  90 
Balance  IN  Banks: 

Interstate  Trust  &  Banking  Co $    233  82 

N.  O.  National  Bank 431  11—        664  93 

$36,816  83 
Examined  and  found  correct, 

GEO.  W.  PALFREY. 

Auditoft 
New  Orleans,  January  10th,  19U. 
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SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending; 

January  JOth,  19U. 


To  Simon  Hertisheim  Fund  balance  from  1909 $    566  43 

To  Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of 

the  City  of  New  Orleans $1,475  00 

Received  from  General  Fund 300  00— $1,775  00 


$2,341  43 
EXPENDITURES. 

Books $1,598  19 


Jan.  10th,  1911,  Balance  in  N.  O.  National  Bank.  ..$    743  24 

P.  A.  LELONG, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

N.  O.  Public  Library. 

New  Orleans,  Jan.  10th,  1911. 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1910. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


TABLE  1. 


a 

•                        ■                            ■ 

Central 
Library 

Rojral 
braaeh 

Alffiers 
Branoh 

NapoleoD 
BraDCh 

Totals 

Home  Use  . . 
Library  Use. 

171,132 

47,015 
218,147 

46,125 

15,256 
61,381 

29,116 
3,789 

32,684 
5,629 

279,057 
71,689 

Totals. .. 

32,905 

38,313 

350,746 

1 

ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,  1897-1910. 

TABLE  2. 


1897 
43,176 


1904 


110,274 


1S98    1899 


1900 


1901 


82,551   *^3,000:  95,055;  97,516 


1905 


190f> 


1907 


1908 


1902 


101,974 


1909 


1903 


107,697 


99,100   98,749   97,3H>  245,559  325,057 


1910 


350,746 
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CIRCULATION  OF  FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY, 


1905-1910. 


TABLE  5. 


American  Origin.  98,985  !85,<^27  155,532  46,695  48,280 


English  Origin  . . 
German  Origin  . . 
French  Origin. . . 
Italian  Origin. .. 
Spanish  Origin  . . 
Afinor  Languages 


Totals 


39.585  124,662 


2,187 


1908 


5,553 
251 


235 


397 


22,814 


1905 


50.942 


27,958 


2,342     2,780 


157,376138,130 


88,817  i76,135 


6,895 

7,053 

127 

65 

218 

181 

383 

441 

81,059 

89,420 
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CIRCULATION  OF   NON-FICTION, 
CENTRAL  LIBRARY,  1905-1910. 


TABLE  8. 


1910      1909  I   1908  I  1907 


General  Work  ...     9,930  ;  6,806    3,549  .  2,796 


Philosophy 1,403 


932 


728 .      576 


Religion ,  2,407  1,901  i     887  668 

i 

Sociology 9,975 1  9,306    3.618  2.484 

Philology 1,585  1,209  '      636  689 


4,184 
661 
616 

1,395 
183 


Natural  Science..     2,687     2,2M     1,570    1,253  1     746 


Useful  Arts 3,224     2,640     1.600  !  1,354 


987 


Fine  Arts 3,231     2,473  1,268  994  811 

Literature 10,745 '   9,952  6, 102  5,502  3,830 

History.  Travel 

and  "Biography  15,584   13,378  6,019  4,865  4,277 


1905 


2.510 

746 

822 

1,378 

270 

1,045 

1,039 

1,034 

4,823 

6,513 


Totals hn,771    5(^8.^1    25,^77  21.181  17,690|  20,180 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 


1910. 


TABLE  9. 


Royal 
Branch 

Algiers 
Brnnch 

Na^Ieoii 
BrMUch 

Totals 

American  Origin. 
English  Origin  . . 
German  Origin  . . 
French  Origin . . . 
Italian  Origin  . . . 
Spanish  Origin  . . 
Minor  Languages 

14,239 

9.*^97 

706 

10, 106 
256 
311 
230 

12,080 

5,817 

168 

372 

15 

9 

17 

13,602 

7,561 

377 

678 

18 

41 

80 

39,921 

23,375 

1,251 

11,156 

289 

361 

327 

Totals 

35.845 

18,478 

22,357 

76,680 

36 


CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FlttlON, 

BRANCHES.  1910. 
TABLE  10. 


1 

Royal 
Branch 

;  Aig^iers 
HrHiJcli 

Napoleon 
Branch 

Totals 

American  Origin. 

7,643 

1 

■    6,317 

1 

6,685 

20,645 

English  Origin  . . 

■    2,600 

•    1,035 

,    1,221 

4,856 

German  Origin  . . 

174 

43 

1 

44 

261 

French  Origin.  . . 

1,451 

23 

■     28 

1,502 

Italian  Origin  .  . . 

10 

1 

10 

14 

34 

Spanish  Origin  . 

14 

1 

28 

11 

1 

53 

Minor  Languages 

^ 

0 

7.456 

1 

0 

9 

Totalis 

,      11,901 

8,003 

1 

27,360 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION, 

BRANXIIES.   1910. 


M'> 


PABLE  11. 


Royal 

Hl'HIlCll 


AlKier.H 
Kraiich 


I    NHpoleon 
I       Branch 


General  Works  . . 

1J48 

402 

Philosophy 

94 

86 

Religfion 

144 

149 

Sociology 

3S0 

181 

1 

Philology 

1 

179 

1 
3d 

Natural  Science. . 

277 

14S 

Useful  Arts 

1 

345 

279     , 

Fine  Arts 

371 

195 

Literature i 

1 

l.f>f>9 

645 

History,  Travel 
and  Biography. 

1.747 
f).354 

591 

1 
Totals 1 

1 
2,708     1 

228 


859 


Totals 


359 

1.909 

77 

257 

123 

416 

254 

815 

143 

357 

234 

656 

291 

915 

794 


3.173 


1.035     I      3.373 


3.603         12,665 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES.  1910. 


TABLE  12. 

Royal 
Branch 

AlgierH 
Braucb 

0 

NapoleoD 
Branch 

Totals 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

294 

176 

205 

675 

1 

5 

0 

6 

301 

95 

102 

498 

'           236 

■ 

97 

126 

459 

415 

277 

162 

854 

711 

430 

1 

332 

1 

1,473 

1,951 

! 

836 

1,351 

4.138 

■       7,271 

4,203 

4,350 

1 

15.824 

1 

General  Works. .. 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Philology 

Natural  Science.. 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History,  Travel 
and  Biography. 

Totals 
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ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,  BRANCHES,  1908-1910. 


Rojal  Branch . .  . 
Algiers  Branch  . 


TABLE  13. 

1908             1909 

1 
1 

1 

r 

1910 

61,381 
32,905 

i 

Totals 

57,080     !     61,632 
37.004          29,017 

180,093 
98,926 

Napoleon  Branch.!      36,679     i     45,447     1*38,313     i     120,439 


(*)  This  Branch  was  closed  forty  days  for  repairs. 
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READERS'  CARD  ISSUED,   1905-1910. 


rty 


rABLE  14. 


Guar- 

Deposit 
36 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

'  Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

antee 

1910 
704 

1909 

851 

1908 
686 

1907 

1906 
•  255 

1905 

January  . . 

668 

266 

307 

February. 

7(>b 

27 

733 

65^ 

751 

222 

269 

326 

March  .  . . 

930 

30 

960 

819 

780 

:3(» 

344 

301 

April  ... 

664 

25 

6H9 

745 

640 

261 

242 

246 

May 

761 

15 

776 

603 

715 

269 

276 

218 

June 

668 

12 

680 

641 

530 

194 

285 

280 

July  .... 

752 

16 

768 

681 

622 

24S 

413 

350 

August. . . 

733 

19 

752 

601 

579 

284 

355 

364 

September 

563 

12 

575 

43^ 

467 

212 

3.^9 

364 

October  . . 

673 

17 

690 

595 

433 

472 

353 

306 

November 

628 

21 

649 

6>3 

^85 

4h0 

255 

283 

December. 

613 

28 
258 

641 

! 

8.617 

477 

683 
7.871 

S16 

253 
3,639 

196 

Totals. . 

8,359 

7,744 

3,634 

1 

1 

3,541 

Of  this  number  in  1910- 

in  1Q09 
in  1908- 
in  1907 
in  190b 
in  1905 


17  044  cards  were  in  use. 
15.172  cards  were  in  use. 
11,391  cards  were  in  use. 

7,186  cards  were  in  use. 

7,185  cards  were  in  use. 

6,740  cards  were  in  use. 
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ACCESSIONS  1905-1910. 


TABLE   15. 


1 

Pur- 

1 

Gifts 

1 

Hind- 

Totals 

Totals 

1 

Totals  , 

Totals 

rorals 

Totals 

chased, 

iDir 

10  0 

\9ii0 

19(8 

_    1 

10U7 

lOOO 

If05 

— 

January 

25H        1 

1 

,     10 

28 

297 

297 

2,038 

1 

218  • 

105 

560 

February 

260 

45 

12 

317 ; 

322 

^*06, 

296 

130 

360 

March 

76(» 

8 

768 

345 

641 

223  i 

103 

240 

April   .... 

289  1 

13 

11 

313 

321 

844 

311  ' 

342 

370 

May  • 

S  U» 

1     39  ■ 

*> 
.> 

S78  , 

4  18 

74^^' 

172  1 

240 

340 

June 

461   ' 

1 

/  3 

S34  , 

45.^ 

622 

251  ■■ 

80 

245 

July ; 

453 

5 

43 

SOI  , 

331 

418 

641 

2S8 

278 

August 

184   : 

'     18 

f) 

20S  , 

273 

o6»^, 

2.162' 

93 

106 

September! 

591  ' 

1 

I 

592 

2  65 

33 1 , 

834  ' 

254 

248 

October  .  .\ 

591  ' 

;      2 

46 

639  ' 

552 

202  i 

1 . 1 8<^ 

237 

530 

November' 

1 

347        1 

.       3 

•  1 

351 

TO-) 

At  A0  ^ 

f.07 , 

2.845' 

139 

444 

December  i 

1 

650 

!     IS 

16 

681  '. 

1 

23^ 

1,235, 

3.006  ! 

1 

113 

200 

Totals.. ;'5.380'     2  ,   158    239  5  779  4.038  8.955  12.1482.124  3,921 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS  ACCESSIONED, 


1905-1910. 


TABLE  16. 


General  Works. . 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociologcy 

Philology 

Natural  Science. 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

Travel 

Biography    

History 

Fiction 


305 

63 

113 

590 

72 

139 

214 

166 

598 

191 

254 

298 

2,776 


Totals :  5,779 


1909 
290 

1908 

1907 

1 

1906 

1905 

543 

.  370 

173 

125 

1   17 

48 

74 

31 

73 

34 

89 

161 

34 

112 

211 

380 

817 

135 

2M 

:   11 

95 

63 

i   13 

55 

21 

180 

365 

39 

183 

I    71 

279 

399 

87 

170 

1    40 

98 

266 

25 

134 

286 

1,081 

909 

I  144 

422 

158 

228 

439 

121 

373 

539 

255 

438 

820 

290 

631 

2,523 
4,038 

5.123 
8.955 

6,926 

1,153 

1.749 

12,148 

2,124 

1 

3,921 

vtr.r' 
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MONEY  RECEIVED  FROM   FINES  AND  CATALOGUES. 

1910. 

CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 

TABLE  17. 


Central 

Royal 

A\ff\eTH 

NapoleoD 

'fl«%a«a    B    w    M 

LibrHFj 
$150  65 

Branch 
$24.45 

Hraucb 

$  9.84 

Branch 
$21.42 

rOTALS 

January .. 

$206.36 

February . 

149.70 

20.85 

7.36 

21.70 

199.61 

March  . . . 

146.35 

24  \i) 

10.43 

18.59 

199.47 

April  .. .. 

1 47  35 

VKb2 

8  40 

24.22 

199  59 

May  .... 

164  09 

19.60 

12  00 

27.33 

223  02 

June 

137.47 

23.94 

7.50 

14.57 

183.48 

July  .... 

131.92 

17.83 

5.66 

155.41 

August. . . 

122.18 

19.24 

8.41 

10  10 

159.93 

September 

125.97 

18.52 

7  46 

16.59 

168  54 

October  . . 

179.32 

20.32 

8.00 

1 6  SO 

224.14 

November 

166.12 

21.67 

9.00 

22.43 

219.22 

December. 

179  59 

$1,800.71 

1 

24.52 
$255.66 

14.25 
$108.31 

21.08 
$214.53 

239.44 

Totals.. 

i 

$2,378.21 

In  addition  to  the  above  amount,  the  sura  of  $52.73  was  re- 
ceived from  the  sale  of  waste  paper  and  old  furniture  and  from 
Auditorium  and  Conference  Koom  rents,  and  was  sent  to  the 
Treasurer. 
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Newspapers  and  Magazines 


RECEIVED  BY  THE 


New  Orleans  Public  Library* 


NEWSPAPERS. 


SUBSCRIPTION 

Atlanta  Constitution 

Baltimore  Sun 

Boston  Evening  Transcript 

Charleston  News  and  Courier 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune 

Cincinnati  Enquirer 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News 

Galveston  Daily  News 

Kolnische  Zeitung 

Los  Angeles  Examiner 

London  Daily  Times 

Louisville  Courier  Journal 

Memphis  Commercial  Appeal 

Minneapolis  Tribune 

Mobile  Register 

New  York  Courrier  des  Etats-Unis 

New  York  Sun.  Saturday  Book  Review 

New  York  Times 

New  York  Herald 

Paris  Figaro 

Portland  Morning  Oregonian 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger 

Richmond  Times  Dispatch 

San  Francisco  Call 

St.  Louis  Republic 
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Spring^eld  Daily  Republican 
Washington  Post 

GIFTS 

Christian  Science  Monitor 
Chicago  Daily  Socialist 
Daily  News 
Daily  Picayune 
Daily  States 
Italo  Americano 
Jewish  Ledger 
Jewish  Tribune 
Morning  Star 
National   Prohibitionist 
New  Orleans  Bee 
Ncue  Deutsche  Zeitung 
Presbyterian 
The  People 
Times-Democrat 
United  Labor  Journal 


© 
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MAGAZINES 


SUBSCRIPTION 

Ainslee's  Magazine 

America,  a  Catholic  review  of  the  week. 
American  Architect 
American  Boy 
American  City 
American  Federationist 
American  Forestry 
American  Historical  Review 
American  Homes  and  Gardens 
American  Journal  of  Sociology 
American  Machinist 
American    Magazine 
American  Review  of  Reviews 
American    Photography 
American  Political  Science  Review 
American  School  Board  Journal 
Annals  of  the  x\merican  Academy  of  Polit- 
ical and  Social  Science 
Architect  and  Builder's  Magazine 
Architectural   Record 
Architectural  Review 
Athenaeum 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Biblical  World 
Bird-Lore 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine 
Black  and  White 
Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright 
Bookman 

Book  News  Monthly 
Book  Review  Digest 
Bookseller 

Brickbuilder  and  Architectural  Monthlv 
Bulletin  of  Bibliography 
Business  World 
Canadian  Magazine 
Cassell's  Little  Folks 
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Cassier's  Magazine 

Catholic  World 

Century 

Chamber's  Journal 

Chautauquan 

Child  Lore 

Children's  Magazine 

Christian  Work 

Circle 

Collier's  Weekly 

Confederate  Veteran 

Contemporary  Review 

Cornhill  Magazine 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine 

Cotton 

Country  Life  in  America 

Craftsman 

Cumulative  Book  Index 

Current  Literature 

Delineator 

Deutsche  Rundschau 

Dial 

Dramatic  Mirror 

Edinburgh  Review 

Education 

Educational  Foundations 

Educational  Review 

Electrical  Review  and  Western  Electrician 

Electrical  World 

Engineering  Magazine 

Engineering  News 

Engineering  and  Miningr  Journal 

Engineering  Record 

English  Illustrated  Magazine 

Etude 

Everybody's  Magazine 

Field  and  Stream 

Fliegende  Blatter 

Forest  and  Stream 

Fortnightly  Review 

Forum 

Foundry 

Garten  la ube 

Good  Housekeeping 

Graphic 


43 


Hampton's  Magazine 

Harper's  Bazar 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine 

Harper's  Weekly 

Health  Culture 

Hibert  Journal 

House  Beautiful 

Ice  and  Refrigeration 

lUustracion  Espanola  Y  Americana 

Illustrated  London  News 

Illustration 

Illustrazione  Italiana 

lUustrirte  Zeitung 

Independent 

International  Marine  Engineering 

International  Studio 

Je  Sais  Tout 
Jewish  Quarterly  News 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  His- 
torical and   Political  Science 
Journal  of  Criminal  Law  and  Criminology 
Journal  of  Political  Economy 
Judge 

Kindergarten  Review 
Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine 
Knowledge 

Ladies'  Home  Journal 

Lectures  Pour  Tous 

Leslie's  \\  eekly 

Library  Journal 

Life 

Lippincott's  Alonthly  Magazine 

Literary  Digest 

Little  Folks.   Cassino 

Living  Age 

Lyccumite  and  Talent 

McClure's  Magazine 

Manual  Training  Magazine 

Manufacturers  Record 

Medical  Brief 

Metal  Industry 

Metal  Worker 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World 

Municipal  Engineering 

Municipal  Journal  and  Engineer 
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Munsey's  Magazine 

Musical  Courier 

Musician 

Nation 

National  Geographic  Magazine 

Nautical  Gazette 

New  England  Magazine 

New  York  Teacher's  Monographs 

Nineteenth  Century  and  After 

North  American  Review 

<3pen  Court 

Outing  Magazine 

Outlook,  American 

Outlook,  English 

Overland  Monthly 

Pacific  Monthly 

Pall  Mall 

Pearson's  Magazine 

Pedagogical  Seminary 

Pernin's  Stenographer 

Photographic  Times 

Physical  Culture 

Pitman's  Journal 

Poet-Lore 

Political  Science  Quarterly 

Popular  Astronomy 

Popular  Mechanics 

Popular  Science  Monthly 

Primary  Education 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of 

Electrical  Engineers 
Public 

Public  Libraries 
Publisher's  Weekly 
Puck 

Quarterly  Review 

Readers  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature 
Revue  Politique  et  Litteraire 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes 
Rudder 

Saint  Nicholas 
Saturday  Evening  Post 
School  Review 
Science 

Scientific  American 
Scientific  American  Supplement 
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Scoutcraft 

Scribner's  Magazine 

Sewanee  Review  j 

Single  Tax  Review 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly 

Southern  Lumberman 

Strand 

Success 

Survey 

Tavlor-Trottwood 

Technical  World 

Textile  World  Record 

Theatre 

Uncle  Remus  Magazine 

Uber  Land  und  Meer 

Vie  Illustree 

Violin  World 

Vogue 

Westminster  Review 

Wide  World  Magazine 

Woodworker 

Windsor  Magazine 

World  To-Day 

World's  Work 

Youth's  Companion 

GIFTS 

Alumni  Bulletin,  University  of  Virginia 

America 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith 

Billboard 

Board  of  Trade  Engineering  (Scranton) 

Bulletin  of  the  Commercial  Law  League  of 

America 
Canal  Record 
Catholic  Churchman 
Century  Path 
Chicago  Banker 
Christian  Science  Journal 
Christian  Science  Sentinel 
Concrete 

Cuba  Review  Bulletin 
Exponent 
Extension 
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Financial  World 

Gregg  Writer 

Herald  of  the  Cross 

Illuminating  Engineer 

Journal  of  the  Association  of  Engineering 

Societies 
Journal    of    the    Illinois    State    Historical 

Society 
Ladies'  Review 
L/Athenee  Louisianais 
Logical  Point 
Lookout 

Louisiana  Planter 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  Bulletin 
Louisiana  State  University  Bulletin 
Matilda  Zeigler  Magazine 
Modern  Sugar  Planter 
Mystic  Magazine 

New  Orleans  Lumber  Trade  Journal 
Newcomb  Arcade 
Oysterman  &  Fisherman 
Pittman's  Journal 
Progressive  Farmer 

Shoppeirs  Ov/ners  &  Builders  Magazine 
Show  World 
Southern  Buck 
Southern  Farm  Gazette 
Southern  Lutheran 
Southern  Scribe 
Spencerian  Magazine 
Sugar  Planters'  Journal 
Sunset 

Technology  Architectural  Record 
Tulane  I^niversitv  Bulletin 
Tulane  Alumni  Bulletin 
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DONORS. 

BOUND  VOLUMES. 

Abbott,  Frantis  Elliiijjwood .'.  2' 

American  Irish  Flistorical  Association 1 

Anonymous 8 

Austin,  Mrs.  ilartha  Jf 1 

Rccker,  F.  P 14 

BcMijamin,  W.  IT 13 

Kornhoim,  I.  W 1 

Rienvonu,  Nemours 1 

Burges,  Jliss  Florenco 3 

Rushnoll,  ifrs 1 

California  Society  Sons  of.  America 1 

California  Weeklv 1 

Cams,  Dr.  Paul 1 

Cavard,  Thelma 1 

Czarnowski,  INfiss  Olga 10 

Darling,  Richard 1 

Darling,  Mrs.  Richard   2 

Disbar,  Joseph 1 

Deiler,  ilrs.  J.  H 1 

Denison,  Mrs.  E.  W 1 

Dickbar,  Lawrence 1 

Dryden,  John  F 1 

Dupre,  Hon.  H.  Garland 1 

Dupuy,  ITerbert 1 

Durning,  LawTence,  Sir  Edwin,  bart 5 

First  Church  of  Christian  Scientists 6 
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Fisher,  Jane  (Miller)    I 

Fortier,  Prof.  Alcee I 

Founder's  Week  Memorial.     Committee  on  Publica- 
tions    1 

Gallo,  A 3 

Gallo,  Louis 1 

Gillette  King  Camp 1 

Graham,  L.  &  Son 1 

Hart,  W.  O I 

Harte,  Miss  A.  M 14 

Ifarte,  May  C 2 

Harvard  University 1 

Higinbotham,  H.  N 1 

Homan,  J.  A 2 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library 2 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 1 

Jacob,  Robert  Urie 1 

Jastram,  Alcide 1 

Karren,  William  Elder 1 

Lebeuf,  Mrs.  N ] 

Little  Chronicle  Press  2 

Louisiana  Historical  Societv 2 

Louisiana  State  Library 3 

McCarthy,  Marv 1 

McClurg  Company   1 

Minneapolis   Board   of  Courthouse  and    City  Hall 

Commissioners 1 

MoflFat,  R.  Burnham I 

Murphy,  James  E 1 

National  Lumber  Jfanufacturers'  Association 1 

Nelson,  Nels  L 1 

New  Orleans  German  Society 135 
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New  Orleans  Sewerage  and  Water  Board 1 

Panama  Canal  Commission   I 

Peters,  Madison  C  1 

Railway  News  and  Statistics,  Bureau  of I 

Richard,  Adhemar I 

Root,  C.  T 1 

Sarrazin,  Dr.  Jules  14 

Schoonmaker,  M   1 

Scott,  Rev.  J.  T 1 

Seghers,  Carroll  2 

Seghers,  Paul  D  1 

Short  Ballot  Organization 1 

Slack,  Miss  Caroline 114 

Slack,  Mrs.  W.  S 17 

Stanton,  Lewis  11 1 

Tulane  Oratorical  and  Debating  Committee 1 

United  States  Brewers'  Association 4 

• 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education 1 

United  States  Government 444 

TTnited  Confederate  Veterans   2 

Vezien,  Madeleine 2 

Western  Theological  Seminary  1 

Wilson,  Henry  L 1 

Wittar,  C   1 

Wooten,  William  L :i 

Total    8S4 


50 

BULLETINS,    PA:MP1ILETS    AND    REPORTS,    ETC. 

American  Anti- Vivisection  Society 1 

Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presidents 1 

Bangor  Public  Library   1 

Berlin  Photographic  Co 1 

Blackburn  Free  Public  Library 2 

Board  of  Casualty  and  Surety  Underwriters 1 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  McDonogh  School  Fund, 

Fink  Asylum  Fund,  Sickles  Legacy  Fund 1 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 2 

Boston  Economic  Club   1 

Boston  Public  Library   I 

Boston  Schoolhouse  Department 1 

Bowdoin  College 1 

Braddock  Carnegie  Free  Library 1 

Brockton  Public  Library 4 

Bronson  Library ! 1 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Science 1 

Brooklyn  Public  Library   8 

RufTalo  Public  Library  2 

Buenos  Aires,  Ministry  of  Agriculture 12 

California  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  1 

Cambridge  Public  Library 1 

("arnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 1 

Case  Library   (Cleveland)    3 

Chicago  Comptroller's  Report  1 

Chicacjo  Public  Librarv 1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 5 

Cosulich,   Gilbert    3 

Coventrv  Public  Libraries 1 

Darche,  Rev.  J.  Jos.  D 1 

Dartmouth  College 1 


De  Grange,  Jos.  H 1 

Denver  Public  Library 1 

Depew,  Chauncey  M 1 

Des  Moines  Public  Library 2 

Detroit  Public  Library 1 

Dirikins,  Capt.  James 4 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library 3 

Drexel  Institute   1 

Easton  Public  Library   1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library 1 

Evanston  Public  Library   1 

Fidelity  and  Casualty  Co.,  of  New  York 1 

Fleming,  Walter  L.,  Ph.D 1 

Fortier,  Prof.  Alcee *  .  1 

Foster,  Rabbi  Solomon 1 

Franklin  College   (Ind)    1 

George  T.  Hoar  Memorial  Fund 1 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 2 

Guayaquil  Biblioteca  4 

Hart,  W.  O 10 

Harvard  University   1 

Havana  Biblioteca  Nacional 8 

Haverhill  Public  Library 5 

Hebrew  Union  College 1 

Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co 1 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society   2 

Jacksonville  Free  Public  Library 11 

Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library 6 

Jesuits'  Alumni  Association 1 

John  Crerar  Library 2 

John  F.  Slater  Fund 1 

Joliet  (111.)  Public  Library 6 


52 

King,  Dr.  How  ard  D 4 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference 2 

Lecocq,  Conrad  J 

Los  Angeles  Board  of  Utilities 

Louisiana  Board  of  Control  and  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Basin  Canal  and  Shell  Road 

Louisiana  Board  of  Control  State  Penitentiary. . . . 

Ijouisiana  Board  of  State  Engineers 

Louisiana  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Immi- 
gration   

Louisiana  Railroad  Commissioner 

Louisiana  Soldier's  Home   

liOuisiana  State  Auditor 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health 

Louisiana   State  Crop  Pest  Commission 

Louisiana  State  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  Oyster  Commission 

Louisiana  Slate  Superintendent  of    Public    Educa- 
tion   

Louisiana   State  Uiiiv(»rsitv    

Louisville  Free  Public  Library 

Loyala  (\)lleye  and  Hi^h  School  (Baltimore) 

Lynn  Public  Library   

Manhattan  Ey(*,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital 

Massarlnisctts  (icMieial  lIosi)ital 

Massa(hiis(»tts  institute  of  Technology   3 

^Iclboiinic  ( Aiistialia)   Doi)artnient  of  mines 2 

Michi;^an  College*  of  Mines 3 

;Mi(lii,iran   Public  Health   Dc^partnient    3 

;Miini(^s()ta    Public    Library    2 

Mississi])pi   River  Connnission    1 

>*ashville  ('ai*n(»*::ie  Library 1 
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National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  ( N.  Y ) 1 

National  Business  League  of  America 1 

National  Irrigation  Congress 1 

National  Peace  Congress  1 

National  Shorthand  Reporters  Association 1 

New  Haben  Public  Library 2 

New  Jersey  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Civil  Service  Commissioners.  6 

New  Orleans  Port  Commissioners 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Directors  Public  School 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Health 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Trade 1 

New  Orleans  Charity  Hospital 1 

New  Orleans  Charity  Organization  Society 1 

New  Orleans  City  Park  Improvement  Ass'n 15 

New  Orleans  Comptroller   3 

New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange 4 

New  Orleans  Educational  Association 2 

New  Orleans  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital ...  1 

New  Orleans  Fire  Insurance  Patrol 1 

New  Orleans  Fire  Marshal 2 

New  Orleans  Parking  Commission   6 

New  Orleans  Police  Department   1 

New  Orleans  Public  School  Athletic  League 2 

New  Orleans  Sewerage  and  Water  Board 1 

New  Orleans  Railway  &  Light  Co 1 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 1 

New  York  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals 2 

New  York  Public  Library 16 

Norfolk  Public  Librarv  2 

Northwestern  University  Bulletin 1 

Oberlin  College  1 
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■  Ohio  University 4 

Omaha  Public  Library   4 

Orleans  Parish  Medical  Society •  •  •  • .       2 

Osaka  (Japan)  Library. 1 

Peaborfly  Education  Fund 1 

Peoria  Public  Library  - 2 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind 4 

Philadelphia  Public  Library  1 

Portland  Public  Library 1 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library 4 

Providence  Public  Library 6 

Railway*  News  Bureau  (Chicago) 1 

Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum 1 

Republica  de  Cuba  .......' 5 

Reynolds  Library   1 

Rosenberg  Library 6 

St.  Joseph  Public  Library  3 

St.  Louis  Juvenile  Court 1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association 1 

St.  Louis  l^ublic  Library 1 

St.  Louis  Republic 1 

Salem  Public  Library   1 

St.  Antonio  Carnegie  Library    1 

Savannah   Public   Library    , 1 

Scranton  Public  Library 3 

Sc^attle  Public  Library 5 

Simons  College   1 

Snow,  Wm.  G 1 

Spencer  Business  College   1 

Spi-ingfield  City  Library  Association 13 

Standard  Oil  Company 4 

Syracuse  Public  Library 1 
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Taber,  Sidney  Richmond I 

Tacoma  Public  Library 2 

Taunton  Public  Library  1 

Texas  Library  Association  1 

Toledo  Public  Library    2 

Toronto  Public  Library 1 

Traveler's  iVid  Association  1 

Tulane  XJniversity 3 

United  Confederate  Veterans 2 

United  States  Brewer's  Association 1 

United  States  Government 1140 

University  of  Alabama   1 

University  of  Chicago  t 

University  of  Illinois 1 

University  of  Nebraska 2 

Universitv  of  New  York 1 

University  of  Tennessee 1 

University  of  Vermont 1 

University  of  Virginia 1 

Victoria  (B.  C. )  Board  of  Trade 1 

Virginia  State  Library 2 

Waltham  Public  Library 1 

Ward,  Dr.  James  W 1 

Western  Reserve  TJniversity 1 

Westminster  Public  Libraries 1 

Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library 9 

Women's  Pennsylvania  Society  for  tlie  Prevention  of 

Cruelty  to  Animals   1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library 2 

Young  Churchman  Company 1 

Total   1550 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


New  Orleans  Public  Library 


Fisk  Library 


Simon  Hernsheim  Library 


\9\\ 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


JAMES   H.    DILLAIID, 
JOHN  FITZPATRICK, 
MAKTIN    BEHRMAN, 
P.   A.    LELONG. 
PAUL  CAPDEVIELLE, 


ADOLPH  KATZ, 
ALBERT  BALDWIN.  jR. 
GEORGE  W.   FLYNN, 

CHAS    F.  c;laiborne, 

JOS.  H.    DkGRANGE. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 
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BY-LAWS  AND  RULES. 

GEO.   \V.    FLYNN,  (Inunnan.  PAUL  CAPDEVIELLE, 

ALBERT    BALDWIN,  Jr. 


BRANCH  LIBRARIES. 

C.    P.  CLAIBORNE,  (Royal)         MARTIN   BEIIRMAN,  (Alifiers) 
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Mrs.  R.  C.  Bond,  Misa  C.  Gallier,  Miss  V.  H.  Knee. 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Jones,  Miss  Klizabeth  Ducros.  Mrs.   A.  Eustis, 

Mis«  N.  L.  Qiiaid,  Miiw  May  Mnraii,  Miwj  M.  L.  Power, 

Miss  E.  M.  Culeinan.  Miss  Sallio  M.  Owen,  Miss  T.  C.  O'Shaugbneasy. 

Miss  Rose  Davey,  Miss  Martha  Patrick,  Misa  Daisy  L.  Drawe, 

Miss  Anna  M.  Connellj',       Mrs.  M  L.  Haggerty. 

MISS  ESTELLE  PITOT.  Secretary. 
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F.  J.  FLEURY.  Clerk. 
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MISS  El'GENIA  ZEBAL.   Page. 
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WILLIAM  MURRAY.  Janitor. 
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ROYAL  BRANCH. 

MISS  S.   DEYNOODT,  Assistant  in  Chargre 
MISS  JEANNE   BARNI^T,  Assistant. 
E.    E.    KUIZ,   Janitor. 


ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

MISS  KATHERINE  COLLINS,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
MRS.   BERTHA  T.    BARRAS,  Assistant. 
DAV^E  MILLS,   Janitor. 


NAPOLEON  BRANCH 

MISS  ELEANOR  KOPMAN,    Assistant  in  Charjfe. 
.MKSS  M.   E.   MITCHEL.   Assistant. 
FRANK   LAMPRECHT,  Janitor. 


CANAL  BRANCH. 

MISS  M.  M  (OOPER.  Assistant  in  Charjre. 
MISS  CORINNK  DUPLANTIER.  Assistant. 
LOVE  ADAMS,   Janitor. 
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Annual  Report  for  191  !• 


New  Orleans,  Feb.  14th,  1912. 
To  the  Hon,  Maijor  and  Members  of  the  Vity  Council 

of  the  Vity  of  \eir  Orleans: 
Gentlemen — 

The  report  of  the  library  for  the  ye<ir  1911,  when 
hrieflv  suiiiniarized,  shows  that  the  circulation  of  the 
Main  Library  was  232,757;  Koyal  Branch,  (>1,5G0;  Al- 
giers Branch,  37,007;  Nai)oleon  Branch,  51,138,  and  Ca- 
nal Branch,  that  was  open  for  only  four  months,  17,929; 
or  a  total  circuhition  of  400,397.  There  were  added  11,- 
093  books,  bringing  tlie  nuni1)er  of  our  collection  up  to 
110,087  volumes,  which  an*  <listribut(Ml  as  follows:  Main 
Library,  84,880;  Boyal  Branch,  7,420;  Algiers  Branch, 
6,054;  Napoleon  Branch,  5,814;  Canal  Branch,  5,913. 

On  Aug.  20th,  the  Canal  Branch  was  opened.  The 
site  for  this  branch  was  i)rovided  by  the  City  of  New  Or- 
leans; the  furniture  was  purchased  with  the  legacy  of  ilr. 
Thonuis  Day,  and  the  building  (»rected  with  funds  donat<»d 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie. 

The  gra<le  of  books  Uial  an»  being  r(»ad  has  im[)roved, 
an<r  boMi  a  larger  numh<»r  and  a  larger  pcM'cenhige  of  good 
books  were  issucMl  this  y(*ar  than  ever  Ix^fon*.  The  in- 
creased use  of  every  depart'ineiit  of  I  he  Main  Library  and 
of  all  tin?  Bran<'hes,  aflcM-  the  remarkable  increase*  of  tin* 
two  i)r(»c(M ling  years,  shows  Ihat  the*  inier<»st  in  <h(»  library 
is  ptM'unuKMit  and  that  our  people  Iiave  now  conn*  to  re- 
alize the  great  advantage  of  a  pul>lic  lilu'jiry.  The  (h»- 
nuinds  on  our  ref(M*<Mn*(»  and  chihlr<Mrs  departments  in  tin* 
Main  Library  have  over(ax(*d  our  ju-ovision  for  Ihese  read- 


ers  and  frequently  patrons  find  all  seats  and  tables  occu- 
pied and  have  to  l)e  turned  away. 

There  was  one  resignation  from  the  staff  and  two  ad- 
ditions to  it. 

A  successful  Thanksgiving  exhibit  that'  di*ew  many 
hundreds  of  visitors  Avas  displayed  in  the  ehildren-s 
room. 

The  New  Orleans  Public  Library  has  now  been  es- 
tablislu»d  fifteen  years.  It  was  begun  as  a  small  and 
modest  institution  with  provision  only  for  the  circulation 
of  books  and  Avithout  periodical,  children's  or  reference 
departments;  withcmt  branclu^s  or  dc^livery  stations.  In 
the  last  fiv(»  of  these  tifteen  years  it  has  built  and  opened 
four  branches,  built  a  nuiiu  buihling  and  developed  in  ad- 
diti<m  to  the  <ircuhiting  departm(*nt,  newspaper,  nuiga- 
zine,  children's  and  ref(»rence  de])artments.  The  circula- 
tion that  began  with  43,000  jier  annum  has  grown  to  over 
400,000;  and  the  readers  in  the  library,  who  were  at  first 
so  few  that  they  were  not  counted,  now  number  between 
nin(*ty  and  a  liundred  thousand. 

rnf(U'tunately,  the  increase  of  n^venues  has  not  kept 
pac(»  witli  the  growth  of  thi*  library,  and  we  have  more  de- 
nunids  made  uimui  us  in  projuMtion  to  our  alimony,  and 
are  re<iuired  to  accomi)lish  more  in  proportion  to  our  re- 
sources tluin  any  other  library  in  this  country.  A  good 
illustration  of  the  complete  inadequacy  of  our  revenues  to 
m(M»t  thes<»  many  demands  is  furnished  us  hy  a  compariscm 
with  th<'  librnry  of  Newark,  N.  J.  This  rity,  with  almost 
<»xactly  Ww  same  population  as  N(»w  Orleans,  ])rovided  for 
tlie  maintenance  of  its  library  in  1010  1111,080,  while 
our  j'cvenues  were  only  .f.*?0,81(1.83,  or  less  than  one-third 
the  income  of  the  Newark  library.  Th(»  revenues  from  the 
four  other  cities  nearest  in  po])ubition  to  ours,  two  larger 
and  two  smalhT,  are  Milwaukee*  ^100,280,  Cincinnati 
.1;ir)(;,0Tl,  Washington  $07,000,  Los  Angeles  $110,356. 


MAIN  LIBRARY. 

The  increasetl  circulation  this  year  cortaiiily  war- 
rants the  belief  that  next  year  we  will  pass  the  half  mi  11  inn 
mark.  The  number  of  brK)k8  issued  in  1910  was  850,710, 
and  in  1911  was  400,J^!)7.  With  the  same  rale  of  incT(»ase 
throuj^hout  the  eominj::  y(»ar  as  we  enjoyed  tins  year,  and 
with  the  added  eireulation  of  tbe  new  brancb,  we  should 
easily  issue  over  500,000  books. 

Not  only  has  the  eireulation  inereased,  but  a  better 
grade  of  books  is  Immuj^  read,  tbe  nund)er  of  non-tietion 
]8.sue<]  is  now  four  times  as  <::reat  as  it  was  live  years  ajj^o. 

There  are  about  50,000  books  in  our  eolleetion  that 
are  directly  accessible'  to  the  .reader.  We  have  always 
found  it  necessary  to  k<H»p  a  considerabh*  force  in  the 
stiieks  to  nuirrange  the  books  and  to  aid  borrowers  in  find- 
ing desired  titles.  This  yc^ar  we  further  improved  the 
service  in  this  department  by  placing  at  the  entrance  to 
the  stacks  the  desk  of  the  lady  in  charge  of  this  branch 
of  the  work.  The  stack  force  can  thus  more  easilv  confer 
with  her  and  the  public  consult  her  when  in  need  of  spe- 
cial assistance. 

F'or  the  first  time  we  have  tried  pages  in  this  depart- 
ment, two  having  b(M*n  employed  about  the  middle  of  the 
year.  The  experiment  has  been  satisfactory,  and  I  rec- 
ommend that  the  next  increase  of  the  library  for(*e  be 
made  by  the  addition  of  pages. 

We  have  continued  our  custom  of  past  y(*ars  in  nmk- 
ing  spmal  coUections  of  books  treating  of  im[)ortant  cur- 
rent events,  the  plays  at  the  theatres  au<l  subjects  that 
are  likely  to  be  of  i>oimlar  int(Test.  A  daily  check  is 
kept  on  the  call  for  po[)ular  books  and  books  to  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  school  work.  In  this  manner  the  heavy 
expense  of  duplication  is  incurred  only  wh(»re  the  de- 
mand absolutely  warrants  it. 
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Occasional  not  ires  in  the  newspapers  ami  the  puii- 
iiration  of  a  regular  Iniiletin  aid  niaterialiy  in  jncrc^aHlng 
the  cirnilation. 

liElHSTKATION. 

Till*  re<;istratioii  (I<*partnient  issues  all  cards  to  read- 
ers botli  for  the  Alain  Library  an<l  the  branches;  invali- 
dates all  cards  that  have  (»xi)ire<l,  been  r<»deemed  or  other- 
vise  returned  f<»r  cancellation;  keeps  up  witli  ohaugctl 
acblresses  of  borrowers,  and  sends  out  all  notices  to  bur- 
row(»rs  and  guarantors. 

Tlie  Borrower's  <'ard  is  issued  for  three  yc^ai'S. 

Hesidi^s  th(»  r(»gulai'  J>orrower\s  Tard,  special  Teach- 
(MS*  <'ards  and  a  Sunnner  i'ard,  for  borrowei-s  who  will 
be  out  of  the  city  during  th(»  Summer,  are  issuiMl.  Dur« 
ii'g  tlie  y(»ar  !),1(H  Canls  were  issued;  of  this  number  Km 
w(M'(»  Teach«is'  <'ards  and  17}  w(*re  Summer  Cards.  At 
tl:(*  end  of  tlie  vear  the  borrowers  nundiered  17.130. 

IMCFKKKXrK  DErAiJTilKNT. 

The  inability  of  our  t'ity  <'ouncil  to  provide  the 
nion(\v  n(HMled  for  the  eulargemenr  of  the  refercMice  riMun 
was  a  gi-eat  disaj»iM)inimcnt  to  us.  I'or  two  yi»ars  the  fur- 
ther di'velo])ment  of  iliis  department  has  been  impossible 
en  account  of  the  smalliM'ss  of  tli<'  room.  StudtMits  who 
;ir<»  ii'pcaiedlv  turned  away  brt-ausi*  ther<'  are  no  .K(»jits  for 
iImim  sunn  becoiiH*  discimraued  and  do  not  return  to  the 
iiluaiN . 

TJM'  fnllowinu  arc  snmc  nf  tin*  n.ore  important  titles 
adtlc<!  I  Ills  \  *-i\v  : 

I]nr\(|i.|nMli;i   I5iiianni«"i.     Jltli  eil.    2iS  vtils. 
I]iM\rInpjMli;i  of  Krli<:ion  and   l^thics.    v.  3. 
Nrw       Srlijitl-I  h-r/nii      jjn  \  ilnpediu     of     IteligloilS 
Kn«»\\  Icd^c.     \i»U  \).  Ml.   II. 


t 


r 


II 


C'lKlioIic  J':ii(vcl..i>wlia.    vols.  10  ami  11. 

4'y4ioiHiiiji  iif  l-Miu-atiiDi.    vols  1,  li. 

A)itlu)ri/(;<1  Vcisioii  of  llie  Biltle.     ">  viils. 

StaUHiHiniV  Vcjii-  JtiKik,  lllll. 

AiinTK-nii  Vi'iil'  llotik,  1!H(). 

I'liUt'd  States  Kumm  of  fVusns. 

Caiiilniti;;*'  Natiii-ni  llistm-.v.     1  vol. 

IHtiiiar's  JU'ptilcs  of  Ilic  \\'orI<l. 

Westi-ll,  ItDok  of  Auiiiiiil  KiiiK'loin. 

Col  toll,  History  of  Alciiichio.    2  vols. 

•loliiisoii  Ji  MiH-lmt'i-,  liaili'Oiu]  Tniflu-  aii<l  Itatcs. 

(Ic   X'onfit,  <)iir   DoiiiOKlic  Aiiiiiiiils;  tr.   by  Woniic- 

h-y. 
Wilson,  Ciitlicilrals  of  France. 

(ii'ovc's  Dirlioiiai-y  of  .Miisii;  and  Musicians.  'S  vols. 
Kiiryilopucdic  DicliDiiary  tif  ilusii:,  l»y  ICii.-iuaiin. 
Kiel  I  hi  el,  Cliaiiteis  of  0\m-n. 
iliii't'.  Violin,  lis  I'ainons  .Makers  aiul  tlieir  Iinilji- 

tors. 
Ciaiiiia's  .M(Hlerii  Atlas. 
IIa.v(I<-Trs  liictionary  c)f  Oates. 
Vinojii-adotV,  Eii;i;lisli  Society  in  (lie  Kleyentli  Ceu- 

IlninvtIIe-l'ife,  Cruat  Stales  of  South  America. 
Hrviiii's  Dietiojiarv  of  I'aiiilers  and  Mn^iravei-n.    Tt 

vols, 
(.■auadian  Wh..  is  Who.     I'JIO. 
Itiirke,  I'eeiajie  and  Uaronelajr**. 
Ihint,  I'olilical  History  of  l':n;:land.     12  vols. 
Kea<leis'  Ciiide  lu  I'iriodiial   Lilerataie. 
Fh'lHier's  AniJiial   lahnuv   Index.   t!HO. 
Soiiih  in  1h<-  i'.aihliii^'  of  the  Nation.    Il>  vols. 
Knherlsoe.   l.oiiisiaTia     rixhr    thr    Kiile  of  Spaiti, 

l'iaiJ<-<:  and  the  riiiled  Slati's. 
(Vd^'iove.  Teaeh.-r  mill  111.-  School. 
Aunaal  .MaL'aziiie  SiiUjeri  Iwh-K.  \U\ 1.  hv 

I'axon. 
Dawson,  JJatih's  of  the  I'nited  Siat.-s  hy  Sea  and 

I.AIHI. 
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Ginzbcrg,  Legends  of  the  Jews.     Vols.  1  and  2. 

Jeans,  Waterways  and  Water  Transport  in  Differ- 
ent Countries. 

Ix)ngfellow,  (\y(lo])edia  of  Areliiteetnre  in  Italy, 
(iicHM-e  and  the  Levant. 

Mav,  <'onsiitutional  Jlistorv  of  Enghind. 

Woolhouse,  Measnr(»,  Weiglils  and  Mc)n(»ys  of  All 
Nations. 

Harvard  Tni versify,  (Juide  to  Ji(*ading  in  Social 
Ethics. 

Cannon,  K(*ading  I{(*f(Tences  for  English   Uistory. 

Hrown,  Keaders'  (iui<l(»  to  Irish  Fiction. 

Salishniv  «S:  lU'ckwith.     in<lex  to  Short  Storit^s. 

S(»vnionr,  Cross  in  Tradition,  llistorv  and  Art. 

Dehateis'  Ilan<Ibook  S(*ri(»s.     10  vols. 

Mevei's  Konv<»rsations  Lexicon.     19  vols. 

Th(^  r(*f(»ienc(»  colhMtion  was  incr<»as(H^l  during  the 
A'ear  hv  the*  addition  of  211)  bound  magazines  and  28S 
gen(Mal  works  an<l  now  inchnh^s  7,^tJS  hooks.  The  num- 
h(*r  of  readies  was  11,1S4. 

PEKIODICAL  DEPAKT^IEXT. 

The  periodicals  an»  kept  in  two  rooms.  The  newspa- 
jH»r  room  is  on  th<»  low(»r  floor  with  an  entrance  from  the 
stKH^t.  All  of  the  N(nv  Orleans  papers  that  we  receive 
are  givcMi  to  tin*  liluaiy  by  their  ]>nblishers.  We  sul>scril)e 
to  42  newspapers  and  i(M-eive  IS  as  gifts. 

Th(»  magazines  ai(»  dispIay<Ml  on  ra<*ks  in  the  g<»neral 
reading  ronm.  We  re<<*ive  2T}S  magazines:  of  this  nundnT 
."it  are  gifts.  These  tigures  do  not  includi*  government  or 
library  pnbiicjitions. 

Theie  \\<'re  in  the  <-ourse  of  th<'  y(»ar  40,784  reudei*»  iu 
the  newspaper  mom  and  ^>t,lMI4  in  the  general  reading 
I'oom. 
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UNITED  STATES,  STATE  AND  LOCAL 

DOCUMENTS. 

We  enroll  lit  orod  tlio  same  dittieulty  this  year  that 
confronts  us  cnicli  T(»ar  in  siHuring  the  reports  of  State 
and  local  hoards  and  otlicials.  Only  live  hound  volumes 
and  fifty-four  (54)  i)ami)hlets  of  this  character  Avere  re- 
ceived. 

IJon.  Garland  Du]n*e  procurcMl  for  us  a  complete  set 
of  the  Farmers  Bulh»tins.  A  nundxT  of  the  United 
States  Departments  have  sent  us  their  puhlications,  the 
Superintendent  of  Puhlic  Documents  <;:av(»  us  35  volumes 
that  we  have  heeu  tryin<»  for  years  to  ])rocur(i  to  complete 
our  sets,  and  as  a  <lepositary  lihrary  \v(?  received  202 
bound  volumes  and  17tI5  j)amphl(*ts  from  the  United 
States  (iovernment. 

We  have  expendcnl  much  time  and  ener{i:y  in  the  ef- 
fort to  complete  this  collection  and  till  in  all  gaps.  We 
hav(^  met  with  considerable  suc<m»ss  in  this  undertiiking 
and  I  lM»li(»v(*  wv  now  have  a  more  comi)h»t(*  <*ollection  of 
Unit(Ml  States  <iovei'nnnMit  documents  than  anv  other  li- 
brary  south  of  Washington. 

CHILDREN  S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  circulation  in  the  Chihiren's  Department  was 
57,459,  The  rate  of  incn^ase  ov(*r  the  cir<*ulation  of  last 
year  was  a  disa])pointment  but  is  (»xplainabh».  In  th(^ 
thr«M*  years  that  hav(»  elapse<l  since  tliis  <h»i)artment  was 
establisluMl,  it  has  so  outgrown  its  (Miuipmeiit  and  its  (piar- 
ters,  an<l  has  become  so  unj)leasantly  ciowded  that  we 
find  it  inadvisable  to  do  mucli  to  dev^Oop  it  or  to  encour- 
age the  attendance  of  more  than  its  pri^siMit  1,S00  readers. 

For  this  same  reason  we  had  fewer  exhiints  and  fewer 
talks  to  the  children  than  in  formiT  yi^ars,  though  what 
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wnik  i>f  this  clunnrtcr  wns  lUnw  was  vxvu  better  tfaan 
usual. 

TIh*  miinlKT  of  iMMiks  was  iiicrrastMl  hy  the  additiou 
(»f  l,4(ii*  titles.  Mosi  of  these  books,  however,  weiH»  either 
(liil)li<ates  of  i»ojMihir  tiU(»s  or  repbieenieiits  of  the  573 
voluiu(*s  that  wen*  discanhMl. 

Miss  Diirrns  who  is  iu  rhar^e  (»f  the  <-hihlreirs  rooiUy 
in  reijoriiii'i:  on  her  year's  work,  writes: 

*'In  September,  Mr.  .fames  <'arter  Beard  tohl  original 
stori<»s  for  th<'  yoiiii«i('r  ehihli<»n,  whieh  he  illustrated  with 
drawiii<::s  in  colored  ehalk.  Tlu»re  were  <iiiite  a  number 
of  rhildreii  pn^sent. 

"For  Thanks«»i\iiii;  a  tai)le  exhibit  n»i)reseiiting  *An 
Karly  New  Iln^laml  Thanksgiving'  was  shown.  The 
ehui'i  h  and  lo«»  houses  id'  the  serth-rs,  set  here  and  there 
in  th(»  siiow-eov(Me(j  liebls,  the  tn»es  with  frost  upon  their 
bare  braneh(*s  and  turkeys  p<Mkin<;:  Jibout  their  roots,  and 
the  Puritan  men  aini  w(»men,  well  wrapped  ap;aiust  the 
rohl,  nn  iheii*  way  to  the  Thanksjrivint;:  feast,  portrayeil  a 
must  i(»alistie  sreiie.  Tiie  fnmt  of  the  larj;;est  eabin  was 
left  o]irn,  so  a  view  of  the  interior  mi«iht  be  obtained,  and 
heie,  gathered  about  a  h)ii,u  woiMlen  talile,  seated 
upon  till*  si  i-ai;^ht  benehes  in  use  at  that 
tiim\  a  inimb(»r  of  the  rm-itans  w»»n»  enjoj'ing 
tli<ir  meal.  At  flic  he:id  of  the  table  sto(»d  the 
minister,  who  ri*a<l  the  bb'ssiiiir  I'rom  a  miniature  prawr 
book.  .\n  alti'iMpi  was  made  to  have  all  details  as  accu- 
rate as  jjossibh*,  so  the  seith^  and  grandfather's  cloek  and 
thi-  spinriii.u-w  Im  el,  aid  <*\cii  the  horn-book,  andirons 
ami  tM'iirJM'i -dishrs  \\<re  ropi'Ml  I'lom  minlels  of  those  ar- 
lirlcs  MsiMJ  ill  t-.nly  <<doiiial  lim<*s.  This  exhibit  was 
nmoiiu  il.<'  iiiuvi  siir(<->sriil  ili:it  ilie  library  has  kiiown, 
iM'i:i;i    \i>iir;l    !'\    laiiii-  iinwds  dail.v.   while  many  of  the 

srhnn|<   ^*'\\\    Mil  Mr   '^r;hh'<. 

•'A  iiiuMi:  tin'  |>it!nn'  luilh-iiiis  shown  duriii<;  1911 
\\i-n-:  lt;ii  i  Ic  I't"  N'-v.  M?-|r;iiis::  itiids;  Lre ;  .Tac'ksoii ;  Val- 
«-!iiiiM-:  \\  ;:^l:ii!ui»»ri ;  <  ^m-mIv ;:  1 :  Animal  l>ay;  Easter; 
\\  •'>h'iii  M-ninijiii- :  .M  li !«'!  i--^  ■  l.tniisinna  I>ay;  Hirds; 
i';>*l:;'-:  I'liw  ris :  < '..-.ii'i  i\  ;  I'luiHi  «r  -Inly;  Ftoy  Scouts; 
l*«Miirn  lo  Srli.M.l:  .\n.Mii;Hi  (ii'U'  <'(dh*L»es;  Schools  of 
Manx    l.anii>:  r.;i^cl».ill  :  Th;iiils'-f^i\  inii ;  Christmas. 
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•'Of  fieiion  for  p^irls  tlie  most  popular  continuo  to  be 
stori(»s  of  collojjo  nnil  ImaiMliiij;  school  life,  while  a  close 
secoiKJ  ar<»  looks  4h»alin«z  witi'.  colonial  ainl  revolutionary 
times,  anion*::  whi4h  A  l.ittli*  r)auj>iit(T  of  the  Iievolution, 
an<l  A  roh»nial  Dann*  by  Saj»(\  an<l  tlu»  Peji:^y  ()\v(»n  books, 
ami  a  Tolonial  Maid  and  a  Maid  of  Sab'm  Town(»  bv  Mad- 
ison,  ar(»  th(»  favorites.  Soldier  Tiiirdah*  bv  Dix  is  mucli 
liked,  as  are  lM»r  Merrylips  and  Little  Ca]ilive  Lad.  ]{e- 
Ijecca  of  Snnnybrc.ok  I'arm  has  becomt^  4|uite  ]M»piilar, 
whib»  the  interc^st  in  Alcotfs  Liltb*  SVonuMi  and  Old  Fash- 
ioned <;irl,  and  Jamison's  Lady  Jane  and  Scrapli,  eon- 
tinnes  to  ren'»w  itsolf. 

*'r>eacirs  books  l(»ad  with  bny^  of  all  ajies,  follower] 
by  Malom»'s  st(»iies  of  Wi^i^t  Point,  and  Oarrison's  of  tln^ 
s;nne  acad<']!jy.  Harbonr's  <o]](»'/4^  s(M'i(»s  are  v«M'V  ])oj)ubu'. 
^IcNcmTs  T*oy  Forty-niners,  and  I^i^htin*:;  with  Fremont 
are  never  on  the  shelves,  while  i1k»  same  sta((»ment  may 
fairly  be  made  in  regard  to  books  dealinc  v/ith  the  Alamo 
and  Texan  independence.  All  Indian  and  pioneer  stories, 
and  Tomlinson's  revolutionary  series  are  in  constant  de- 
mand, while  the  younfi^er  boys  take  an  unfailing  delight 
in  the  Palmer  Cox  Brownie  books. 

"In  non-fiction  fairv  books  are  alwavs  the  most  called 
for.  History  storic^s  and  bio^rajdnes  of  (\\plorers  and 
])ioiK»ers  have  a  good  circulation.  The  dilTcrtMd  seasons 
bring  ditTerenl  demands,  Spiing  <*ausing  uardening  books 
io  go  out:  Snmmer,  books  on  camping  and  out-door  life, 
a(»roj)Ian<»  making  ami  handiciaft,  whib»  dnrini::  the*  Win- 
ler  electrical  and  UH'chani^al  books  ai'(»  n^ad.'' 

TATALOtJ   DKPAKTMFNT. 

Th(»  catalogintr  de]»artmenL  that  has  always  lujd 
more  work  to  do  than  ihe  few  assistants  as<igtied  to  it 
should  be  called  on  io  accomplislj,  has  fared  even  worsi* 
this  y(\ar  than  pr(»vi(»nsly.  The  rntabvici*  lias  only  one 
.Tssistant.  WIkmi  soum*  of  lh<-  ladies  in  tlie  dtli*']'  dej>ai*t- 
]n(»nts  can  b(»  sj)ar(»d,  they  help  in  (lie  nntechnir.il  part  of 
the  work.  To  i'(»nder  n\'il  service  in  iliis  branch  of  the 
work,  the  assistant  innst  know  shelf-listing  and  cataloging 
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rul(»s  and  bo  able  in  use  tbo  tyjK^writcT.  Of  tbc 
aiits  who  could  b(*  taken  from  the  work  already  i 
them,  n(»t  ont*  this  y(*ar,  was  ambitious  enou<i:h  t< 
take  the  study  neei^ssary  to  fit  her  as  an  aid  to  t 
lo<j^ev.  Th(»  woi'k  increased  so  much  this  year  a 
be  even  so  much  «^reater  during;  the  next  that 
find  a  way  to  induce  some  of  the  ladies  to  prei 
this  work.  I  think  that,  undcmbteilly,  the  surest  n 
secure  this  r(»sult  w<mld  be  to  increase  the  sal 
those  who  work  in  the  Cataloj*'  DepartnuMit.  [ 
<*rease  would  very  slijxhtly  raise  the  amount  provi 
in  our  ])udj^(»t  and  coubl  easilv  be  met  bv  the  inc 
the  amount  of  tin(»s  that  \\v  have  collected  sii 
budj;(M  was  made.  If  some  adicui  of  this  kinc 
tak(»n,   I   f(»ar  we  will  shortlv  confront  a  situatioi 

7  t 

the  work  of  classiti<ation,  accession inj:;  and  cai 
can  not  prociHMl,  and  when  work  in  this  d(»partnie] 
th(»  whole  librarv  svstc^n  is  naralvzed. 

The  increase  of  work  in  th<»  Tatah^ji;  Depart 
idainlv  shown  bv  the  fa<t  that  in  \{H)\)  we  acc< 
4,(KiS  books,  in  1910  w(*  adde<l  5,770  and  in  tlie 
year  11, (MK^  The  work  of  reclassiticatlon  be^un  Ij 
has  luMMi  <ontinued.  Th(*  nunduM*  of  canls  in  our 
has  b(»en  doubled.  Tin*  (juartei-ly  bulletin,  a  classi 
(»f  books  accession(Ml  and  lisls  of  books  on  spei* 
jerts  till(Ml  7:\  rb)ub](»  <*olnmned  i>rint(Hl  payos. 

Tlh're  W4M(»  r>(>  books  lost  by  boi'rowers  and  p; 
4l!  lost  nn<l  not  ]>aid  for  and  1000  worn  out  and  dii 
The  number  of  uifts  accessioned  was  345. 

IMXDIXt;  AM)  KKPAIUrXG. 


\\'(*  (Midcavor  to  i»ind  in  tlie  librarv  all  of  tl 
jMipular  books  se  that  ih«'y  will  iwn  be  withdraw 
ilie  shelves  lor  a  nionili  or  twr.  at  Wu'  time  wh 
ai'<*  niosl  in  d<  iiiaiid.  This  work  is  done  (entirely 
iiiarliiiKMv  and  bv  our  (»\vti  attendants.  This  i 
sewed  and  set  back  in  llieii  oriuinal  or  new  co\ 
books,  bound  1 4:»  [lamplilets  and  mended  189J 
books. 


1.=; 

The  sliellaciiiji:  of  hooks  lias  in-ovod  sudi  :;  protection 
lioth  to  the  hook  and  its  nser  tliat  we  now  slieUac  very 
nearly  all  of  onv  (loth  hooks.  W(»  sent  to  the  hinders 
1358  hooks  to  he  rehonnd  and  liSii  to  l)e  hound  from  the 
sluH^ts. 

STAFF. 

There  were  fewer  chancres  in  thf^  statT  this  year  than 
we  liay<*  had  in  any  of  th(»  liy(»  i)re((Hling  years.  Miss 
K(»ynoIds  resigned  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  lla|i:j;erty  and  Miss  A. 
.M.  {^onnelly  were  aipoiutec!  to  till  the  yacaneies  created 
in  the  Main  Lihrary  hy  th(»  assi«^nnuMit  of  Miss  Cooper 
an<l  Miss  Dnplantier  to  the  Canal  J>ranrh. 

Some  of  the  prohh»ms  tluit  haye  confronted  me  this 
y(*ar,  and  more  espcM-ially  that  of  carryinj:^  on  work  when 
several  of  the  assistants  are  ahsent  at  the  same  time  with 
no  one  to  take  their  plac(»s,  have  induced  me  to  incorpor- 
ate in  this  report  a  portion  of  the  )*ei>ort  i)f  last  year. 

Owin*::  <<>  <h(»  cii*cumstamM»s  umhT  which  our  em- 
])loy(K»s  c(inM»  to  us  without  any  i>n»vious  lihrary  training, 
our  work  has  always  Ihmmi  do!ie  with  the  greatest  diflfi- 
cnlty.  If  the  memhers  of  tin-  staff  hegin  their  service 
donhly  handi<apj)ed  tlirough  hu'k  of  sulti<-ient  systematic 
s(diool  training,  it  will  he  impossihle  for  us  to  attain  the 
usual  standard  of  work  maintained  in  oth(»r  lihraries.  I 
would  recpiest,  therefore,  ihat  in  making  future  appoint- 
ments, the  Board  n»f|uire  that  the  appointee  shall  have  at 
h»ast  a  grammar  grade  (»du<ation.  I  cariuot  too  strongly 
urge  the  Board  to  adopt  tin*  ])lan  reciunmended  to  them 
hy  th(»  riiairman  of  th(»  Administration  Committee.  This 
sugg(»stion  ju-ovides  that  th(»  Board  of  Directors  shall  at 
a  dat(»  to  he  d'»termin(Ml  u])on  hy  themsc^lves  choose  from 
th(»  list  of  eligihh»s  to  the*  position  of  lihrary  assistant,  a 
list  of  tw(»nty  namc^s  or  less.  The  jx^rsons  so  chos(»n  shall 
constitute  a  cad(»t  corps  and  shall  s(*rve  the  lihrary  with- 
out pay  and  as  ajqu-'Mitijic^s  for  the  term  of  three  months. 
At  the  end  of  this  time*  the  lihrarian  shnll  chof)s(»  fr(»m 
their  hody  a  sufficient  numlx^r  of  the  most  ca])ahh»  onc^s 
and  designate  rhem  as  suhstitutes;  the  places  of  all  ah- 
f^ont  members  of  the  regular  stafi'  shnll  he  filled  hy  these 
suhstitutes  and  their  pay  during  such  tiiue  of  em])loym(Mit 


u, 

shall  be  Two  Dollars  ($2.00)  prr  day.  The  members  of 
the  siibsiitiite  rorjis  shall,  in  Ihe  ()V4h*r  of  their  merit,  be 
reeomnHMHl(Ml  by  the  librarian  to  the  Board  for  pernia- 
nvui  ai)iM>inrnient.  \\'h(»n  appointtMl  to  the  position  of 
library  assistant^  th(»ir  salary  shall  be  for  the  first  vear 
T\yenty-tiye  Dcdlars  (^25.00)  jht  month;  for  the  sc^eond 
year  Tliirty-tive  Dollars  i»^:{.">.()())  ])(t  mcmth;  for  the  third 
y(»ar  Forty-tiye  Dcdlars  ($45,001  p(»r  month,  and  for  the 
fonrili  year  Fifty  Df>]hirs  1 850.00)  p(»r  month.  The  s;il- 
aries  (»f  those  who  shall  be  ])roiiioted  to  the  heads  of  the 
yarions  il^partments  slH^nld  be  considerably  in  excess  of 
the  aboye  tijrnres,  an<l  it  is  sn<»:^M.»stt^l  that  in  nh)st  dej)art- 
miMits  40  ])(-r  <ent  additional  is  a  reasonable  and  proper 
<lin*erene(».  I  fnrther  r(*coinmend  that,  when  the  next  ya- 
eaneies  oeenr  in  the  stall*,  the  Board,  instead  of  appoint- 
ing:: library  assistants,  shall  till  each  such  yaeaucy  with 
two  stack  attendants  or  paj^es  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
such  (Muployees  shall  haye  bc»en  ai)i>ointed.  These  stack 
attendants  should  be  boys  or  girls  from  16  to  20  years. 

BRAXriTES. 

Thert*  an*  25,207  books  in  the*  branch  libraries;  of  this 
number  7,420  an*  in  the*  Boyal  Branch;  0,054  in  the  Al- 
giers Bram'h;  5,S14  in  the  Xa])ohM)n  Branch  and  5,913 
in  the  Canal  Branch.  Th(*re  are  10,033  borrowers 
drawing  books  from  thise  brancln?s  and  the  (*(mibined 
circulation  is  107,r»40.  The*  circulation  of  the  Royal 
P^rancli  was  practically  th<»  same  as  last  year.  Algiei^s 
increased  its  cii<  idation  n(»arly  l.*>  ]M*r  c(*nt,  and  XajHileon 
to  oyer  one-third  more  tlian  last  year.  The  wcu'k  in  the 
Branches  was  of  about  the  saiui*  character  as  last  vear, 
though  .Miss  Deynoodt,  of  the  Koyal  Branch,  and  Miss 
Kopman,  of  the  Xa]K»l(MHi  r»i*anch,  report  m(u*e  reference 
work  than  foi-niei-Iy,  and  Miss  i'ollins,  of  the  Algiei'S 
l>rancli,  thai  a  str<>nger  elTort  \\as  being  iiiade  to  interest 
the  rliildren   in   readimr. 

On  Saturday,  August  2<ith,  the  ('anal  Branch  build- 
ing was  foi-nially  opened.  It»  tin-  :ibs<*nce  of  Pr(*siden.t 
Dillard,  Mr.  r'ilzpatrick,  the  \'ice-I*r(»sident  of  the  Board, 
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acted  as  riiairinan.  Tlu»  program  was  opeiiod  with  prayer 
l>v  Fatlier  J.  J.  ()'Konrk(».  Hri(»f  a<l<lr(\ss(»s  were  niafle  bv 
the  M«iyor,  ilr.  nelinnan;  Mr.  Fitzpatriek,  Mr.  Albert 
(iiiilbault,  and  Mr.  (lill,  Uw  Librarian.  K<»v.  L.  A.  Sininis 
pronouncMMl  \ho  biMUMlirtion.  Tlu*  Frank  T.  Howard  Ini- 
provenienl  Association  joined  the  Library  l*oani  in  snrc(»ss- 
fully  carryin^r  (»nt  the  ]n'o<::rani  of  th(»  aft(*rnoon.  Th(»  Ca- 
nal Branch  lias  been  oj)en  for  only  four  months,  but  und(»r 
the  niana^<*nuMit  of  Miss  ('oop(»r,  assisted  by  Miss  I)u])hni- 
tier,  it  has  alrc^ady  b(»conM»  cmc*  of  the  nn»st  active*  of  the 
brandies.  Th<»  ('anal  Hranch  bui]din<i:  is  V(*ry  attractive 
nnd  liandsoni(»,  and  its  archilcM-ts,  M(»ssrs.  La^ardi*  & 
Hurke,  can  well  alTord  to  1k»  ]>ron<l  of  it.  its  styh»  of 
arclnt(»cturt»  is  tlic»  **Spanish  U(»naissanc(%  suila]»h»an<l  ap- 
propriate to  this  hM'ality  and  climate.  Tin*  cMitire  (»xt<»- 
lior  of  t\n'  buiblin*;"  is  constructcMl  of  butV  coh)r  prc^sstMl 
brick  and  4oncicte  trimnuMl  witli 'while  semi-^laz<Ml  terra 
4oita,  topp<Mi  with  a  r(»d  s(Mni-jrlaz(Ml  rhicajro  tib»  roof. 

Tlu»  lirst  or  main  tloor  of  tlie  buihlinjr  is  d(»vot(Ml  to  a 
jr<»n<TaI  reading  an<l  <listributin^  room,  an  e(|ual  division 
of  tloor  space  b(»inj::  r<'serv(»d  for  rhildren  and  A<lults' 
rea<lin^  rooms.  The  th)or  is  of  nMuforcc^d  4M)ncr(»t(\  cov- 
ered with  a  c(»rk  carjx^t.  Tin*  book  s1m»1v(»s  ac<-ommodat- 
ii'ji:  12,(t(M)  l:(M»ks,  fixtures  and  furnishinjirs  an*  (»ntir<*- 
ly  of  Kn<rlisli  oak.  Fach  n»adinjx  tabh»  is  furnisluMl  witli  an 
(»hMliical  standard,  imb»p<MMi<*ntly  4(»ntrolhMl  by  a  switdi 
at  the  attendant's  d<»sk.  Tbe  bahinc<»  of  th(»  tirst  floor 
is  <levotcd  to  toiJ(»t  rooms  and  stairs  h^adinjx  into  tin*  L<»c- 
ture  Room. 

The  main  ]M)rtion  of  the  s(M*oml  or  low<'r  tloor,  tin- 
ish(Ml  in  th(»  same  stvh*  as  tin*  lirst  tloor,  is  <l(»vot(Ml  to  a 
Lecture  Koom,  with  a  j»:rand  (Mitran<(»  on  Canal  Str(»et. 
Tln»  s«»atin«»'  capacity  is  api>roxlniat(»lv  KM).  A  larj::e  ])lat- 
form  and  lu'ovisions  for  a  ster4'opticon  C4)m|)h»t4»  the  fur- 
nishinjxs  of  this  mo4l(»l  Lectur<»  Koom." 

Tin*  total  <MKst  4)f  tin*  Tanal  llranch  an4l  the  sourc<»s 
frcmi  whi<h  tin*  monc^v  was  obtain(»d  is  sh(»wn  bv  tin*  fol- 
lowing  statement : 
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Cost  of  site   19,000.00 

Paid  to  John  Keuscli,  contractor    23,720.60 

Paid  to  Laparde  &  Burke,  anhitects 1,632.20 

Paid  to  Clias.  Wenar  &  Co.,  account  of  furni- 
ture contract 2,120.00 

Paid  to  F.  H.  Koretke  for  one  bronze  tablet  100.00 

Paid  to  L.  Leonhard  for  shades 58.25 


By  amount  appropriated  by  City  f36,b31.0i) 

*of  New  Orleans   '. '.     $9,000.00 

By    total    amount    donation    of 

Mr.  A.  Carnegie   25,000.00 

By  heijuest  of  Thos.  Day,  appro- 
priated by  Board  to  pay  for 
furniture*^ ". 1,521.00 

Bv  N.  O.  Public  Library,  <iener- 
'al  Fund * 1,111.05—     36,631.05 

(M)X(M.UHIOX. 

We  have  this  year  again  to  congratulate  ourselves  on 
the  success  that  has  rewarded  our  efforts  to  awaken  in 
the  people  of  our  city  a  greater  desire  for  reading  and 
study.  The  year's  increase*  in  the  percentage  of  books  of 
solid  worth  that  were  read  is  the  best  feature  of  this  suc- 
cess. It  is  impossible  for  us,  with  the  money  at  our  com- 
mand, to  do  much  more  than  is  now  b(»ing  accomi)lished; 
in  fact,  wv  hav(»  several  timers  Imh^u  comp<»lh»d  to  r(»frain 
from  (Mi<h»av()rs  to  reach  th(*  manv  hundreds  who  should 
!;<»  rea<leis,  because*  w(*  kne^v  that  W(»  <*ouhl  not  m(H»t  tin* 
ii)cr(»ased  exp(Mis(»  that  their  us(»  of  tlu*  library  would  en- 
tail. Our  advance*  has  Ihmmi  almost  uniform  in  all  depart- 
ments, s]i<»wiiig  that  no  branch  of  the*  work  has  b(H*n  sac- 
I  itl4<Ml  to  any  other.  W(»  hnve  more  than  (iuadrupl(*d  our 
cinul;iti(»n  in  live  years,  and  I  lK»li<»ve  with  a  little  oppor- 
tunitv  giviMi  the*  statT  to  studv  librarv  work  and  a  littlo 
more  mon(»v  we  can  doubh*  this  increasinl  circulation  in 
{]w  ]wxi  tive  velars. 

IIEXKY  M.  GILL, 

Librarian. 

Febniarv,  1912. 
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THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  UBRARY. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending  January  9th,  1912. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  General  Fund  Balance  from  1910   $  6f>4  93 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation  ..  .$33,000  00 

Citj  of  New  Orleans  Special  Appro- 
priation for  Children's    Koom 2,000  00 

City  of  New  Orleans  Special  Appro- 
priation to  buj  Books  for  Canal 
Branch 539  96 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Main  Library..  1,906  04 

Bourbon  St.,  Property  Rent   3,800  04 

Interest  on   Deposits 7  76 

Sales  of  Waste  Paper,  Etc 7  37 

Royal  Branch,    Acct.  Catalogs&  Fines  25S   18 

Algiers  Branch,      *•           **                *'  139  02 

Napoleon  Branch,   **           **                **  292  33 

Canal  Branch.          **           **                **  59  22 

Lecture  Room,        *•           *•               '*  26  00 

Loan     from     NfW    Orleans     National 

Bank,  October  14th,  1911 750  00  -  $42,782  92 

$43,447   85 


20 
EXPENDITURFIS. 

Hooks $  6.219  87 

Periodicals 761  25 

Binding-  1,143  30 

Lighting^ 1,0*^3  60 

Heating 76  55 

Printing  and  Stationery 1,140  23 

Salaries,   Main  Library 18  492  74— $28,927  54 

SuNDKiHS,  as  follows  : 

Gardener $  251   90 

Porter  Salaries 829  75 

Telephone  Service 48  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 1,414  59—$  2.544  24 

Royal  Branch. 

Salaries $  1,680  00 

Lightings 158  10 

lleating^ 37  00 

Printing  and  Stationery 15  20 

Binding ' 96  80 

Books 116  00 

(iardener   52  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 84  55—$  2,239  65 

Algikks  Branch. 

Salaries S  1,718  35 

Lighting 192   12 

Heating 26  60 

Printing  and  Stationery 15  20 

Binding - 3  85 

Books 96  00 

(iardencr 48  t»0 

Miscellaneous  Items 146  42 — $  2,246  54 

Napoi.kon  1>kanch. 

Salaries S  1,670  00 

Lighting *U>  36 

Heating 37  0(» 

Printing  and  Stationery 15  20 

liinding- <»6  (o 

Books 96  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 95  94  —  $  2,077   15 


(t 
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Canal  Branch. 


Salaries $      ^71  65 

Lig^hting 

Heating 

Printing  and  Stationery 

Books  

Miscellaneous  Items 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 

Building,  to  Lagarde  &  Burke,  Archi- 
tects   

Building,   One  Bronze  Tablet 

Ik 
Total  Expenditures 


72  54 

38  00 

39  80 

655  96 

222  82 

276  60 

682  85 

100  00- 

-$  2,760  22 

$40,795  34 

Balance  in  Banks : 

Whitney-Central  National 

Bank,  account  Children's 

Room  Fund $  2,000  00 

Account  General  Fund  ..         238  29-$    2,238  29 

N.  O.  National  Bank,  Geueral  Fund..         414  22-$  2,652  51 


$43,447  85 

P.   A.  LELONG, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

N.  O.  Public  Library. 

Examined  and  found  correct, 

GEO.   W.  PALFREY, 

Auditor. 

New  Orleans,  January  9th,  1912. 


o*) 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  UBRARY, 
SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 


To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund  balance   from  1910 $    743  24 

To  Interest  on  Constitutional   Honds  of  the  City  of 

New  Orleans 1,475  00 

$2,218  24 
EXPENDITURES. 

Books $2,187   11 

Jan.  9th,  1912.  Balance  in  N.  O.  National  Bank $      M    13 

P.   A.    LELONG, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

N.  O.  Public  Librarv. 

Examined  and  found  correct, 

GEO.    W.   PALFREY, 

Auditor. 

New  Orleans,  January  9th,  1912. 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1911. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY    AND  BRANCHES. 


TABLE  1. 


Home  Use 


Library  Use  . . 


(^eiitrnl    ■    K<»yMl 
LibrHry    '  Hraiicli 


Algiers     Napoleon 
RrHiicli       KraiK-li 


Totals 


18^>,839    4f>.70()  I  :>2,S77  ■  44.737 

45,918     14.Sf»f,  j    4.430  f>,401 

I  : 

232,757    t>l,5M>  i  37  007  51,138 


*('iniHl 
Branch 


Tntals 


12.211  323,064 

I 

5,718  77,333 

17,929  400,397 


*  Canal  Branch  was  open  only  four  months. 


ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,    1S97-1911. 


TABLE  2. 


I 

1897  ,  1898    1899  ,   IMOO  I   1901     1902     vnn  1904 

I 

43.176  '  82,551  '93.000  '  95,055   97.5]»»  101.974  lo7,(>97  110.274 


1905  '  1906  I  1907    19(KS 


1909 


1910     1911 


99,100  98,749  97,316  245,559,325,057  350  7 -l()  -100, 3*^7 
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CILCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 


1911. 


TABLE  9. 


Royal 
BraDCh 

Alfriers 
Braoch 

Napoleon 
Braoch 

Caoal 
Braoch 

Totals 

• 

American  Origin. 

15,824 

13,220 

18,864 

5,965 

53,873 

English  Origin... 

10,355 

6,687 

11,285 

2,348 

30,675 

German  Origin. .. 

565 

176 

331 

102 

1,174 

Frehch  Origin.  . . 

8,102 

305 

746 

269 

9,422 

Italian  Origin. . .  . 

201 

45 

65 

9 

320 

Spanish  Origin. . . 

242 

15 

37 

4 

298 

Minor  Languages 

141 

35,430 

1 

9 

!  ■ 
20,457 

96 
31,424 

26 

272 

Totals 

8,723 

96.034 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 

1911. 


TABLE  10. 


Royal 
Braoch 

AlfTieni 
Branch 

Napoleon 
Branch 

8,536 

Canal 
Branch 

3,310 

Totals 

American  Origin. 

8,652 

6,663 

27,161 

English  Origin  . . 

2,173 

M08 

1,209 

481 

4,971 

German  Origin. . 

68 

23 

31 

68 

190 

French  Origin  .  . . 

864 

15 

27 

47 

953 

Italian  Origin  .  . . 

11 

4 

5 

22 

42 

Spanish  Origin  . . 

16 

6 

44 

73 

Minor  Languages. 

3 
11,787 

1 

0 
7,819 

1 
9,816 

0 

■ 
3,972 

4 

Totals 

33,394 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,   1911. 


TABLE  11. 


Royal 
Braoch 


Aliriers 
Uraoch 


General  Works ...     1 ,532 


Philosophy I 


91 


Religion 1       140  j 


Sociology 
Philology 


Natural  Science. . 
Useful  Arts 


365 
23b 
2f)7 


Fine  Arts 2'J8 

Literature 1,796 


NapoIeoD 
Branch 


807 
53 
59 

234 
71 

157 


115 


842 


649 
123 
157 
276 
154 
250 


317  1   347 


210 


1,360 


Hisiory.  TrdveL  BiPgidpliy..    l/>45        638    ■   1,669 


'!> 


branob 


499 

82 

64 

102 

277 

208 

108 

93 

489 

660 


rotals 6,5'^^      3,2')3        5,195     '   2,582 


TOMit 


3,487 
349 
420 
977 

738 

882 

1,001 

716 

4,487 

4,612 


17,669 


I 


'  I 


I  ' 


j 
I 

f    . 

:t 

:    '■ 

,1  . 
'     i.i 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,   1911. 


TABLE  12. 


Royal     I     Alfriers 
Krancli    '     KrHUch 


General  Works 
Philosophy  . .  .. 
Religion 


0 


0 


NapoleoD 
BraDch 


0 


491    I 


217  I 


Philology i  18  I 

I  I 

Natural  Science. .  I  229  I 

I  ! 

Useful  Arts ,  259  > 

Fine  Arts j  687 

Literature 734 


i 


15 


172 


78 


308 


576  ' 


1 
214 


Sociology !   3,129         2,996        2,540 


70 

83 
304 
378 


I 


I 


History,  TrhTel,  Blograpby,  2,201   ,     1,074'     Mio 


Canal 
BraQCh 


21 
0 


Totals 


I 


1,144 
0 

78  ! 
52  I 


174 


I 


I 


21 
5 


96        1,018 


9,809 

36 

549 

472 

1,473 


410  I      2,098 
677  I      5,062 


Totals '   7,750   '      5,43S        4,703        2,652 


20,543 
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ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,   BRANCHES,   1908-1911 


TABLE  13. 


1908 

1909 
61,632 

1910 

1911 

Totals 

Rojal  Branch..  . . 

57,080 

61,381 

61.566 

241,659 

Algiers  Branch  . . 

37,004 

29,017 

32,905 

37,007 

135,933 

Napoleon  Branch 

36,679 

45,447 

38,313 

51,138 

171.577 

*Canal  Branch  .  . . 

17,929 

17,929 

*  Canal  Branch  was  open  only  four  months. 
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JLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS  ACCESSION  ED, 


1905-1911. 


TABLE  16. 


1910     1909  I  1908 


1907 


1906 


1905 


290 

'  543  1 

370 

173 

125 

17 

48, 

74 

31 

73 

34 

89  1 

161 

34 

112 

211 

380  ! 

817 

135 

267 

11 

95 ; 

63 

13 

55 

21 

180  i 

365 

39 

183 

71 

27:-^; 

399 

87 

170 

40 

98  1 

266 

25 

134 

28« 

1,081  ■< 

909 

144 

422 

158 

228  1 

439 

121 

373  ; 

539 

255 

438  1 

820 

290 

631 

2,523 

5,123  1 

1 
1                    1 

6,926 
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Newspapers  and  Magazines 

RECEIVED  BY  THE 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 


NEWSPAPERS. 
Subscription. 


Atlanta  Constitution. 
Baltimore  Sun. 
Baton  Rouge  New  Advocate. 
Boston  Evening  Transcript. 
Charleston  News  and  Courier. 
Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 
Chicago  Socialist. 
Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 
Dallas  Morning  News. 
Denver  Rockv  Mountain  News. 
Des    Moines    News. 
Galveston  Daily  News. 
Jackson  (Miss.)   Clarion-Ledger. 
Jackson  (Miss.)   News. 
Kansas  City  Star. 
Kolnische  Zeitung. 
Lake  C'harles  Daily  American  Press. 
Little  Rr)ck  Arkansas  ( iazetlc. 
Ia)^  Angeles  Examiner. 
Louisville  Courier  journal. 
Memphis  Commercial  Appeal. 
Minneapolis  Tribune. 
Mobile  Register. 
Monroe  News  Star. 
New  York  Courrior  des   lUats-l  =  nis. 
Xew  ^'ork  Herald. 
Xew  "S'ork  Times. 
Paris  l^^igaro. 

Portland  Morning  ( Vegonian. 
^Philadelphia  l\iblic  Ledger. 
Pittsburgli   Po>t. 
Richmond  Times  Dispatch. 


:;■*; 
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St.  Louis  Republic. 
San  Francisco  Call. 
Seattle  Times. 
Shreveport  Times. 
Shreveport  Journal. 
Springfield  Daily  Republican. 
Times  (London) 
Washington  Post. 

GIFTS. 

Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 

Christian  Science  Monitor. 

Daily  Item. 

Daily  News. 

Daily  Picayune. 

Daily  States. 

Deseret  Daily  News. 

Ttalo  Americano. 

Jewish  Ledger. 

Jewiiih  Tribune. 

Morning  Star. 

National  Prohibitionist. 

New  Orleans  Bee. 

Neu  Deutsche  Zeitung. 

Presbyterian. 

The  People. 

Times-Democrat. 

United  Labor  Journal. 


MAGAZINES 


Subscription. 


Ainslee*s  Magazine. 

America,  a  Catholic  review  of  the  week. 

American  Architect. 

American  Boy. 

American  Citv. 

American  Federationist. 

American     Forestry. 

American  Historical  Review. 

American  Homes  and  Gardens. 

American  Journal  of  Sk)ciology. 

American  Machinist. 

American  Magazine. 

American  Review  of  Reviews. 

American  Photography. 

American  Political  Science  Review. 

American  School    l^oard  Journal. 

Annals  of  the  Anaerican  Academy  of  Po- 
litical and  Social  Science. 

Architectural    Record. 

Architectural  F^eview. 

Architecture  and  Building  Magazine. 

Athenaeum. 

Atlantic  Monthlv. 

l^>iblical  World. ' 

I>ird-Lore. 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  IMagazine. 

Black  and  White. 

Blacksnu'th  and  Wheelwright. 

Bookman. 

Book  Xews  Monthly. 

r>ook  Review  Digest. 

]»rickl)uilder  and  .Architectural  Monthlv. 

lUilletin  of    I>ibliography. 

Business  lournal. 

Business   Magazine. 

Busniess  Man's  Magazine  and  Bookkeeper. 

Canadian  Magazine. 

Cassell's  Little  Folks. 

Cassicr's      Magazine     and      Engineering 
Monthlv. 
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Catholic  World. 

Century. 

Chamber's  Journal. 

Chautauquan. 

Child  Lx>re. 

Children's  Magazine. 

Qiristian  Work  and  the  Evangelist. 

Collier's  Weekly. 

Confederate  Veteran. 

Contemporary  Review. 

Cornhill  Magazine. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 

Cotton. 

Country  Life  in  America. 

Craftsman. 

Cummulative  Book  Index. 

Current  Literature. 

Delineator. 

Deutsche  Rundschau. 

Dial. 

Drama. 

Dramatic  Mirror. 

Dramatist. 

Edinburgh  Review. 

Editor. 

Education. 

Educational  Foundations. 

Educational   Review. 

Electrical  Review  and  Western  Electrician. 

Electrical  World. 

Engineering  Magazine. 

Engineering   News. 

Engineering  and  Minin{^  Journal. 

Engineering   Record. 

English  lllUvStrated  Magazine. 

Etude. 

Everybody's  Magazine. 

Field  and  Stream. 

Fliegendre  Blatter. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Fortnig'htly  Review.  ^ 

Forum. 

Foundry. 

Gartenlaube. 

Good  Housekeeping. 

Graphic. 
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Hampton's  Magazine. 

Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine. 

Harper's  Weekly. 

Health  Culture. 

Hibbert  Journal. 

House  Beautiful. 

Ice  and  Refrigeration. 

Ilustracion  Espanola  Y  Americana. 

Illustrated  London  News. 

Illustration. 

Tllustrazione  Italiana. 

Illustrirte  Zeitung. 

Independent. 

International. 

International  Alarine  Engineering. 

International  Studio. 

International  Sociali.^t  Review. 

le  Sais  Tout. 

■  

Jewish  Quarterly  Review. 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  His- 
torical and   Political  Science. 
Journal  of  Criminal  Law  and  Criminology 
Icnirnal  of  Political  Economy. 
Judge. 

Kindergarten   Primary  Magazine. 
Kindergarten  Review. 
Knowledge. 
Indies   Home  Journal. 
Lectures  fxmr  tons. 
Leslie's  Weekly. 
Librarv    lournal. 
Life. 

Lippincott's  Monthly  Magazine. 
Literary  Digest. 
Little  Folks  Cassino. 
Living  Age. 
Lyccumite  and  Talent. 
McCkire's   Magazine. 
Manual  Training  Magazine. 
Magazine  Maker,  etc. 
Manufacturers  Record. 
Medical   P»ricf. 
Metal  Industry. 
Metal    Worker. 
Mi^siunarv  Review  of  the  World. 
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Municipal  Engineering. 

Municipal  Journal  and  Engineer. 

Munsey's  Magazine. 

Musical  Courier. 

Musician. 

Nation. 

National  Geographic  Magazine. 

Nautical  Gazette. 

New  England  Magazine. 

New  York  Teachers  Monographs. 

Nineteenth  Century  and  After. 

North  American  Review. 

Open  Court. 

Outing  Magazine. 

Outlook,  American. 

Outlook,  English, 

Overland   Monthly, 

Pacific  Monthly. 

Pall  Mall. 

Pearson's  Magazine. 

Pedagogical  Seminary. 

Pernin's  Stenographer. 

Photographic  Times. 

Physical  Culture. 

Pitman's  Journal. 

Playground. 

Poet-Lore. 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 

Popular  Astronomy. 

Popular  Mechanics. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Primary  Education. 

Proceedings  of  the  American   Institute  of 

Electrical  Engineers. 
Public. 

Public  Libraries. 
Publishers'  Weekb^ 
Puck. 

Quarterly  Review. 

Readers  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature. 
Revue  Politique  et  Litteraire. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 
Rudder. 
Saint  Nicholas. 
Saturday  Evening^  Post. 
School  Review. 
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Science. 

Scienlitic  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

School  Arts  Jio<:)k. 

Sewanee  Review. 

Single  Tax  Review. 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly. 

Southern  Lumberman. 

Strand. 

Success. 

Survey. 

Technical  World. 

Textile  World  Record. 

Theatre. 

Uncle  Remus  Magazine. 

L'ber  Land  und  Afcer. 

\'iolin  World. 

X'ocational  Lducation. 

\*ogue. 

Watson's  Magazine. 

Westminster  Review\ 

Wide  World  Magazine. 

Wcxxlworker. 

Windsor  Magazine. 

World  To-l)ay. 

World's  Work. 

Youth's  Companion. 

GIFTS. 

Ahmuii  IJullctin,  University  of  Virginia. 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  Faith. 

Architectural  Art  and  Its  Allies. 

I)illb()ar(l. 

linard  {y\  Trade  and   I^ngincering  Jonrnol. 

(  So  ran  ton. ) 
I*ullotin     of     the    ( 'oinnicri'ial    League    of 

America. 
( 'allii»hc  Churchman. 
^  Vntnry   Path. 
(  liicago  lianker. 
(  ln-i4ia;i  Science  journal. 
Christian  Science  Sentinel. 
C'.ncrete. 
Cuba  Review. 
l\:i<tern  and  Western  Review. 
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Emmanulist  Heralfl. 

Financial  World. 

Gregg  Writer. 

Gulf  States  Banker. 

Herald  of  the  Cross. 

Journal  of  tlie  Association  of  Engineering 
Societies. 

Journal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Society. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 
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Latin-America. 
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Mutilda  Zeigler  Magazine. 

Mines  and  Minerals. 

Modern   Sugar  Planter. 

National  Farmer. 

Xevvcomb  Arcade. 

New  Orleans  Lumber  Trade  Journal. 

Out  West. 
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Piano  Magazine. 

Pittman's  Journal. 

Practical  Engineer. 
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Southern  Buck. 

Southern  Lutheran. 
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Spencerian  Magazine. 

Teacher's  Magazine. 

Technology  Architectural   Review. 

Theosophical  Path. 

Trade  Index. 

Trucker  and  Farmer. 

Tulane  Alumni  Bulletin. 

United  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans  Bul- 
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Waste  Trade  Journal. 
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DONOKS. 


r.orNI)    VOLl'MKS. 

Adams,    i.   NVilliaiiis    1 

Aiioiiviiious    10 

AriHMilt,   Miss   KllM»r    1 

^alhjirli,  -liilia  A 2 

{('liriiiaii,   Hull.   Martin,   Mavor    1 

in iili<»iiii,  I.  \V 1 

{roiison,  I^eniiard 1 

{rown,  M  iss  ( 'arrii*  1 

*avai<l,  .Miss  Thrlina 1 

'zaninwski,    .Miss   i Mjra    !• 

)ahljLrr<Mi,  .Mrs.  l\  (' 1 

>ailv  l^iraviiih* 131 

)ali('!,  .Miss  Liiria    1 

>aiiiHM'K  .Mr S^ 

)i»l)ar,  .Insrpli 1 

)<'ssnmiiirs,    .M  rs.    1 2 

)i«k,    II.  i\ 1 

)iHllrv,    .Mrs.    Ijhv    Uroiison    1 

)nriii!iii-La\vn'ihM\   Sir   IMwiii    3 

Crki'i'iiiaii,   Mrs.   I'lorriirr   1 

lllsiii.   Ilfi'inaii   .1 11 

'iisi  ( 'Imrili  nl'  i  'liiisi  St-ii'iilisi    "i 

•'il/patriik,  .Miss  Tn-i'sa    S* 

<  ia  null  Hi',  M  rs.  ( im 1 

<;iIL    II.    M i 

i'lWh-Wr,    Kiii.u    Camp 1 

Ilimirrrr,  < '.  T.  A 123 
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Hawes,  Win.  L 70 

Hoshall,  Mrs.  W.  E 1 

llyams,  Mrs.  Cliapiiian  H.,  Jr 155 

Hylaud,  Martin 1 

Illinois  Historical  Lil>rarv 1 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society 1 

HIinois  Special  Tax  (Commission    :.......  1 

Indest,  Mr 6 

Jenkins,  William  It.  &  Co 1 

Levy,  Mrs.  K 5 

Lonisiana  Historical  Society   2 

Lonisiana  State  Library  3 

Los  Anp*l(*s,  VMy  of 1 

Miller,  Amelia 12 

Minneai)olis,  Board  of  Conrtlionse  and  City  Hall 

( Commissioners 1 

Mnnsterber<»:,  Hn<ro    4 

X<*lson,  .Mrs.  Kate   12 

New  Orleans,  B(»ard  of  Commissioners  City  Park 

Improvement   Association    1 

Xew  Orleans  Comj>troll(»r 1 

X<*\v  Orleans  Se\vera<r<*  and  Water  Board 1 

Xew  York  Department  of  Kdncation 1 

Xew  York,  Hndson-Fnlton  Celebration  Commis- 
sion     2 

Xott,  blaster  William    1 

(ri)av.  Miss  Ethel    3 

OXJara,   Mrs.   John    F 22 

iVrry,  Stella  (Seorj^c*  Stern   1 

Uaihvay  News  and  Statistics,  Bureau  of 2 

Reynolds,  Mrs.   William    1 

Kice,  ( leor^e  H 1 

Kobbins,   I{ei»:inald   Co 3 
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Sadler,  Merton    1 

Sch\val)ii(-lK»r,   H(»nrv 1 

ScliainlKTg,  Mrs 3 

Schoff.  Wilfred  H 1 

Slasoii,  Tlioini)son 2 

S(>iitli(»rii  Kailway  Eiiiploye(»s   1 

Steadiaaii,  K.  M I 

Stec%  M.  S '. 3 

Trustees  of  tin*  Risliop  Hall  Foundation 1 

United  Fruit.  (Ni 37 

United  Charities  of  Uhieajifo 1 

United   Confederate  Veterans    1 

Unit(»d  States  Hrewer  Association    3 

United  States  Ciovernnient 41> 

Vairin,  Miss  K.  II 3 

WardroiM*,  Mrs.  K '  8 

Weiss,  Mrs.  Adam    12 

Westbrook,  Mrs.   M.  (^ 8 

Woodliead,   Miss.    II 8 

Total    839 
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LETINS,  PAMPHLETS  AND  KEPOKTS,  ETC. 


ij  Charles  Frauds  1 

can   Association   for   Labor   Legislation....  4 

can  Embassy  Association    1 

can  Printing  House  (or  the  Blind 1 

can  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co 1 

ti-Under-Jijue  Public  Free  Library   1 

ley  (leneral,  State  of  Alabama 1 

•r  Public  Library   1 

mn,  Hon.  Martin   1 

ille  Commercial  Club   1 

l>urn  Free  J^ibrarv 1 

of  Casualty  and  Surety  Underwriters 1 

[1  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 13 

11  Port  and  SeanuMi's  Aid  Society 1 

ti    Public   Library   1 

11  Sch(iollious<»  l)(»partm(»ut 1 

>in  ( \>llege 3 

lock  Carnegie  l^'r<»e  Library   1 

T,  ( Miarl(\s  L 3 

ton   Public  Library    4 

lyn  Institute  <d'  Arts  an<l  SeieiUM*s 12 

lyn  Public  IJbrary \y 

1  Cniyersity 1 

)s  Aires,  Ministry  of  Agriculture 1 

riiia  State  Library 1 

pidg(»  Public  Library   ] 

gie  H(*ro  Fund   Commission    1 

gie   Library  of  Pittsi»urgh    1 

u:o  and  \orth\yes((Mii  Railway  i'n 1 

;i:o  l^ureaii  of  Public  Ef1ici(Micy 4 

go  Comptroller's  IJeporl 1 

^o  Public  Library (5 

go,  Milwaukc(»  aud  Puget  Sound   Railway   .  .  1 

inati  Public   Library   1 

e,  J.  L  C ' 1 

I,  H<*nry  &  i  'o ] 
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CohMiian,  Oourge  \V 

Coiniiff,  John   K 

(\)veiitrv  Public  Libraries 

Dartiiioutli  (\»lh»«2:e 

l)e  Land,  Chas.  E 

Dchnvaro  State   Library  ('(Muniission    

Detroit  Hoard  of  Health 

Detroit  Public  Library 

J)eutsclie  Bank   (Berlin)   London  A<i:ency 

District  of  Columbia  IMiblic  Lil)rary 

Drexel  Institute   

Dunn,  Samuel  O 

Dupre,  Hon.  JL  (larland   

Dyer,  Isidore,  &  Hopkins,  Kalph 

Enoch  l*ratt  Free   Library    

Eyanston  l*ublic  Library   

iirand  Kapids  Public  library 

(iuaya<|uil   Biblioteca    

Hall,  Maxime  Soto    

Hall,  W.  W 

Hart,  W.  () 

Hartford    Hoard  of  Park  Commissioners 

Haryard  Fniyersity 

Hay(M-hill   Public   Library   

• 

Hebi(»\y  Union  ('olle<::e 

Hinderer,  (\  T.  A 

flacksonyille  Free  IMiblic  Library 

Jersey  City  Frcn*  Public  Library 

John  Cierar  Library   

John  F.  Slater  Fund 

Joliet  Public  Library 

Jos(»i)h   F<»ls  I'^ind  (Nmimission    

Koietk(\  F.  H 

Lak(^  Molinnk  i  N)ntVriMic(»    

L<»I<ni;ii,    V.   A 

Lin<M)hi,  Kixl'ord  J ; 

Los  An«;(*lcs  I*ubli<*  Library 

L<Miisiana    lloincstciid    Lra«iU(*   Pi'oceediugs    .  . .  . 
Louisiana    Music    Tca<hcrs    Association    

Louisiana  Social v  for  ilic  PrcycMition  of  Cruelty 

• 
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Louisiana  State  Board  of  lloalth    1 

Louisiana  State  Library  Associatiou   1 

Louisiana  State  Museum    1 

Ix>uisiana   State   University    6 

Louisville  Free  Public  Librarv  1 

Lowell  Citv  l^ibrarv    1 

Lynn  Public  Library   1 

.McClurp,  A.  i\  &  Co 1 

Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital 1 

Manitowoc  Public  Library 1 

Manufactures  Kecord    ( Baltimore)    1 

Marsden,  AMctor  E ; 1 

ilichi<::an    State  Board  of  Ht^alth    1 

Michij2:an   State  Library    3 

Minnesota   Public   Library  i'ommission    ^ 

Mississij)pi  Kiver  Commission   1 

ilissouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Bailwav  Co 1 

National  Business  l^ea<i:ue  of  Am(*rica   2 

New  Ihiven  T*ublic  Librarv   1 

New  Orleans  l^oard  of  Civil  S(»rvice  Commissioners  IJ 
New  Orleans  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Prisons 

and  Asvlums   1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Port  Comjnissioners 1 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Health    1 

New  Orleans    Board    of   Trade    1, 

N(»w  Orhvins  Board  of  DiriMtors  of  Public  Schools  2 

New  Orleans  Charity  Hos])ital    1 

New  Orleans  City  Park   Improv^MiiiMit   At^s'n 2 

New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange* 3 

New  Orleans  p]ye.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  I 

New  Orleans  Fire  Fusuranci*  T^atrol    1 

New  Orleans   Fire   ^Farshal    3 

New  Orleans  Polic<»  Depart miMit   1 

New  Orleans  Sewera<re  and  \Vat(»r  l^oard   2 

New  Orleans  Superintendc^it  of   Publi<*  S<ho<ds.  .  20 

New  Orleans   Trafti<*   l^irc^au    1 

New  York  Association  for  th(»  IMind    1 

New  York  Department  of  Parks   1 

New  York  Mercantile  Library    1 

New   York  P(»a(*(*  Societv   1 


54 

\<»\v   York  Puhli<-   Library   1*4 

Now   York  Stato  ('liariti<»s  Aid  Ass(H*iati(m 1 

Norfolk   liiiliistrial   ("oiniiiission    1 

Xortli  American  Civic  L<*aj::n(»  for  Iiiiini<>:raiit8. . . .  :! 

North\V(*st(*rii  Mutual  IJfc*  Insurance  (>) - 

North  western   Tniversity  Hnlletin  and  Catalog   .  .  1 

Oakland  Chamber  of  Connnen^e 3 

Oherlin    Coll(»^e 1 

Omaha  Public  Library  and  Museum 7 

Osaka    (Japan )    library    2 

Osterhout   Ferre   I^ibrarv    1) 

Paterson    Public   Library    1 

IVoria  Public  IJbrarv 2 

IMiiladelphia    Fre<»    Library    1 

Pillsburg,  Alber  K ' 2 

Portland   Public   Library    1 

Pratt  Institute  L^ree  Library ,"> 

Providence  Public  Librarv  and  Athenaeum 1 

Keihl,  John    V * 1 

Kevnolds    Librarv    1 

Kos(Miber<r    Library    S 

St.  Jos(»pli   Public  Library   1 

St.   Louis,  i^ity'of 1 

St.  Louis  Ah»rcantih*  Library  Association 1 

St.  Louis  IMiblic   Library    . *. ;{ 

SalcMu   Publi<*   Library    i:^ 

San  Antonio  Carii('ni<*  Librarv   :> 

S(»raiiton  Public  Library 3 

S(»attle   Public   Librarv    2 

SettliMniMit  Association  Y(*ai'  I^ook 1 

Simmons    C(>llc«;(»    3 

Sj)oka!M^   Publi<-  Liijrary    1 

Sj)rinufi(»l<l    Libi*ai-v  Association    12 

Sui)rcm(»  Couit  Kcfonn  L<'ai:u(*  (Boston)    2 

Svracusc    Public    Librarv    t 

Syi-acnsc    riiivcrsity    1 

Tarnma    Public    Librai'v    1 

Taunton    Public   Librarv    1 

Tt'iincsscc  ( Icoloiiica!   Surv(»v    1 

T<*nncsscc  State   Libiaiv    1 
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Toronto   IMihlic   Library    1 

Touro  lutiriiiary  and  HH>r(»w  liiMi(*vol<*n(  aVss'n.  . .  '*\ 

Railway  News  I^nroau    1 

T^nitod  ("oufrdcTate  V(»t(»rans    2 

TnitcHl  l)au}i:lit<T8  of  llie  ('onf<Ml(»rary,  Louisiana 

Division    1 

UnitiHl  States   (iovernnuMit    17t)3 

Unite^l  Stat<»s  I-.(»a<ruo  of    Local     ]$nil<lin<i:     and 

Loan   Association   Pronged in*::s    1 

T^niversity  of  Chicajjo    2 

T'nivorsitv  of  Illinois    ...    1 

T'liiversitv  of  New    York    *^ 

T'niwrsitv  of  Notro  Danic   1 

f'nivcTsitv  of  TcnnesstM* l! 

Tnivcrsitv  of  A"(»nnont 1 

rniv<*rsity  of  A'ir^inia    1 

TnivcTsitv  of  Wisconsin    1 

Victoria   (  R.  (\ )  Roard  of  Trade* 1 

WalkcT,  Albert    II 1 

Waltlniin   Public   Library    1 

W(»stcrn  Pennsylvania   Institution  for  tlu*  l^lind..  1 

Western    li(»s(»rve   F'niversit v    1 

« 

W(»stern  TluM)lo;irical  Senunary  ((Miicaj^o)    1 

Westniinst<»r  Public  Librai  i(»s   1 

Wilmington   Institute*   Frcn*    Librarv    S 

Worcester   I*ublic   Librarv    1 

Total    L*217 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1912. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Commission 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans: 

Gentlemen — A  review  of  the  statistical  reports  from 
the  several  departments  of  the  library  for  the  year  1912 

shows  a  growth  that  has  out-stripped  all  reasonable  antici- 
pations. The  circulation  has  increased  nearly  twenty  per 
cent,  a  steady  rise  of  over  six  thousand  per  month.  We 
issued  472,868  books  to  23,017  readers.  The  circulation 
of  the  Main  Library  was  243,352;  Royal  Branch,  65,904; 
Algiers  Branch,  41,637 ;  Napoleon  Branch,  60,099,  and  Canal 
Branch,  61,876. 

There  are  now  in  the  library  117,273  volumes;  of  this 
number  88,561  are  in  the  Main  Library;  8,281  in  the  Royal 
Branch ;  6,954  in  the  Algiers  Branch ;  6,665  in  the  Napoleon 

Branch,  and  6,812  in  the  Canal  Branch.  During  the  year 
8,205  volumes  were  added  to  our  collection;  4,335  to  the 
Main  Library;  1,019    to    Royal    Branch,    970    to    Algiers 

Branch ;  962  to  Napoleon  Branch,  and  919  to  Canal  Branch. 
Nearly  a  thousand  volumes  were  worn  out  and  discarded. 

In  addition  to  the  borrowers  who  withdrew  books  for 
home  use,  there  were  about  91,480  readers  who  made  use  of 
the  several  reading  rooms  of  the  Main  Library. 

The  buildings,  furniture  and  grounds  of  the  main  and 
branch  libraries  are  all  in  good  condition  and  have  requirea 
only  a  reasonable  amount  to  maintain  them  properly. 

The  library  force  consists  of  a  librarian  and  a  staff  of 
26  ladies,  a  secretary,  a  stenographer,  4  pages,  2  clerks,  a 
bookkeeper,  auditor  and  9  various  other  employees — or  46 
employees  all  told. 

The  correspondence  of  the  library  has  increased  along 
with  every  other  phase  of  our  work,  nearly  five  thousand 
pieces  of  mail  signed  by  the  librarian  were  sent  out,  in  addi- 


— 6— 

tion  to  a  large  number  of  circular  letters,  cards,  bulletins 
and  reports. 

In  every  effort  to  make  the  library  more  useful  to  the 
community  and  to  a  larger  number  of  our  people,  we  are 
constantly  embarrassed  by  lack  of  funds.  That  we  are  ac- 
complishing the  apparently  impossible  in  conducting  a  main 
and  four  branch  libraries  in  a  city  of  350,000  people,  be- 
comes painfully  apparent  when  we  consider  that  our  appro- 
priation from  the  city  last  year  for  maintenance  was  $35,- 
500 .  00,  while  the  city  appropriation  for  the  library  of  Los 
Angeles,  a  smaller  city  than  ours,  was  $132,373 .  79.  A  com- 
parison with  the  libraries  of  other  cities  of  nearly  the  same 
size  as  ours  shows  that  the  amount  of  our  maintenance  is 
from  one-third  to  one-fourth  of  that  provided  elsewhere.  It 
is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  development  of  our  library 
has  been  achieved  under  such  adverse  circumstances  and 
indicates  the  possibility  of  attaining  a  degree  of  expansion 
that  would  be  unprecedented  if  we  had  the  same  amount  of 
money  that  is  available  for  library  work  in  other  cities. 

Mr.  Carnegie  has  again  come  to  our  aid  with  a  generous 
donation  of  $25,000  for  an  addition  to  the  Main  Library, 
and  $25,000  for  a  colored  branch. 

MAIN  LIBRARY. 

CIRCULATING   DEPARTMENT. 

The  circulation  of  the  Main  Library  and  Branches  for 
the  year  was  472,868.  This  is  an  increase  of  about  72,500 
over  the  circulation  reported  last  year.  The  character  of 
the  books  taken  out  for  the  last  two  years  shows  a  steady 
and  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  serious  readers.  One 
of  the  features  of  the  work  this  year  in  this  department  that 
is  especially  pleasing,  is  the  large  increase  in  the  call  for 
books  on  all  trades  and  manual  occupations.  If  we  can 
continue  to  increase  the  number  of  readers  who  are  seeking 
to  better  themselves  and  fit  themselves  for  more  remunera- 
tive positions  in  the  electric  shops,  in  the  foundry,  at  the 
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carpenter's  bench,  the  plumbing  shops  and  the  drawing 
tables,  we  are  accomplishing  the  most  important  work  for 
which  a  public  library  is  established. 

The  work  with  the  pupils  of  the  colleges  and  schools, 
public,  private  and  denominational,  has  also  been  more 
satisfactory  than  even  the  excellent  work  of  last  year.  The 
large  amount  of  parallel  reading  and  reference  work  re- 
quired by  these  institutions  has  compelled  most  of  the  stu- 
dents to  rely  entirely  on  the  library  for  their  material. 

There  has  been  an  unusual  call  for  foreign  drama ;  books 
on  commission  form  of  government;  work  with  backward 
or  unusual  children  and  the  study  of  Spanish. 

Too  many  of  the  borrowers  from  the  children's  depart- 
ment have  sought  transfers  to  the  adult  department.  The 
chief  cause  for  this  is,  perhaps,  that  the  juvenile  room  has 
been  uncomfortably  over  crowded  and  the  service,  therefore, 
has  not  been  as  personal  or  thorough  as  the  larger  number 
of  attendants  in  the  stacks  has  permitted  in  the  adult  de- 
jmrtment. 

There  are  nearly  50,000  books  to  which  the  readers  have 
direct  access. 

We  have  continued,  and  will  probably  find  it  advisable  to 
continue  for  several  years  more,  our  policy  of  placing  a 
liberal  number  of  attendants  and  pages  in  the  stacks  to  aid 
the  borrowers  in  finding  desired  books.  It  is  the  theory 
that  with  open  shelves  the  borrower  can  find  his  own  book 
quickly  and  to  his  own  satisfaction.  Our  experience  has, 
however,  borne  me  out  m  my  belief  and  corroborated  the 
views  of  many  of  the  libraries  that  the  borrower  can  not 
only  not  find  his  book  easily,  but  in  most  cases  can  not  find 
it  at  all.  In  addition  to  not  finding  the  book  he  is  seeking, 
he  displaces  many  books  on  the  shelves  and  requires  an 
attendant  both  to  assist  him  and  to  straighten  up,  after  he 
is  gone,  the  books  he  has  misplaced.  A  liberal  number  of 
attendants  in  the  stacks  has  a  great  advantage  in  bringing 
us  into  personal  relations  with  the  borrower  such  as  is 
possible  in  but  few  libraries  of  our  size. 
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Our  public  catalogue  has  been  made  as  simple  as  possible, 
with  the  result  that  our  readers  learn  easily  to  use  it  and 
relieve  the  staff  of  much  of  the  work  that  formerly  fell 
upon  them. 

Each  month,  as  usual,  a  list  of  books  on  some  selected 
subject  was  compiled  and  the  books  included  in  the  list  were 
collected  and  placed  upon  conspicuous  shelves  as  a  means 
of  suggesting  certain  lines  of  reading  to  our  borrowers. 
The  following  monthly  lists  were  offered  during  the  year: 

January — Biographies  of  musicians — stories  of  authors. 
February — Discovery  and  exploration. 
March — Railroad  stories. 
April — Municipal  government. 
May — Children  and  child-life. 
June — Heredity. 

July — Some  famous  queens  of  England  and  their  times. 
August — Canada. 

September — Mexico,  Central  America  and  the  West  In- 
dies. 

October — South  America. 
November — Money  and  finance. 
December — Short  story. 

We  also  compiled  special  lists  on  the  Balkan  States; 
Louisiana;  Lee  (school  prize  essay)  ;  Dickens  and  his  cen- 
tennial; J.  W.  Riley  and  his  birthday  celebration;  Louisi- 
ana in  the  American  Revolution  (school  prize  essay),  and 
Municipal  (Government  by  Commission. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

Each  borrower  is  rtMjuired  to  have  a  guarantor.  The 
borrower's  card  is  issued  for  three  years.  The  library 
issues  an  adult  borrower's  card  and  a  juvenile  borrower's 
card,  KiviriK  to  each  borrower  the  privilege  of  drawing 
l)f)oks  from  the  Main  Library  and  one  branch.  There  is 
i>sue(l  also  a  deposit  card  and  a  teacher's  card  permitting 
a  teacher  to  withdraw  and  keep  for  thirty  days  five  books 
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on  non-fiction  in  addition  to  the  two  books  taken  out  on 
the  regular  card.  In  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and 
September,  there  is  issued  a  Summer  Card  which  enables 
borrowers  who  are  going  out  of  the  city  to  take  with  them 
six  volumes  of  non-fiction  and  four  volumes  of  fiction. 

There  are,  now  in  force  23,017  regular  cards.  Of  this 
number  6,574  were  issued  this  year.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  cards,  478  teachers'  cards  were  issued,  and  during 
the  summer  63  summer  cards  were  in  use. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  reference  library  has  been  for  three  years  so  cramped 
for  space  that  its  further  development  was  almost  impos- 
sible, there  was  room  neither  for  books  nor  the  readers. 
The  addition  to  our  building  that  is  now  under  construc- 
tion will,  however,  in  a  few  months  provide  us  the  much- 
needed  relief. 

The  character  of  work  in  this  department  has  not  mate- 
rially changed  in  any  of  its  features.  Its  patrons  are  of 
about  the  same  class  and  their  work  of  about  the  same 
nature  as  last  year,  with  the  single  exception  that  it  is 
beginning,  together  with  the  circulating  department,   to 

include  among  its  readers  a  fair  number  of  mechanics. 
Some  of  the  titles  added  to  the  collection  in  1912  are : 

AMERICAN    AND    JEWISH    YEAR   BOOK,    12. 

American  Library  AvSsociation. — Catalog.     1904-1911. 

Bates,  Alfred,  and  others.,  eds. — Drama,  its  history,  lit- 
erature and  influence  on  civilization.    20v. 

Belisle,  Alexandre. — Histoire  de  la  prevSs  Franco-Ameri- 
caine. 

Blucher,  H. — Modern  industrial  chemistry. 
Brewer,  D.  J.  and  others. — World's  best  orations.    lOv. 
Caproni,  P.  P. — Catalogue  of  plaster  reproductions. 
Cassell  and  Co. — Cyclopaedia  of  photography. 
Catholic  encyclopedia ;  ed.  by  C.  S.  Hebermann  and  others. 
12v. 
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Clifford,  C.  R. — Period  furnishings. 

Ellwood,  G.  M. — English  furniture  and  decoration.  1680- 
1800. 

Encyclopedia  of  religion  and  ethics;  ed.  by  James  Hast- 
ings and  others,    v.  4. 

Fleming,  W.  L.,  ed. — General  W.  T.  Sherman  as  college 
president. 

Hager,  C.  E.,  Comp. — Public  lands  and  how  to  secure  them. 

Halsey,  R.  V. — Forgotten  books  of  the  American  nursery. 

Hammond,  C.  S. — Commercial  and  library  atlas  of  the 
world. 

Homing,  L.  E.  and  Burpee,  L.  J. — Bibliography  of  Cana- 
dian fiction.     (English). 

Hottenroth,  Frederick. — Costume  chez  les  peuples  anciens 
et  modemes. 

James,  C.  C. — Bibliography  of  Canadian  poetry.    (English). 
Kent,  William. — Methanical  engineers'  pocket-book. 
Kidder,  F.  E. — Architect's  and  builder's  pocket-book. 
Koch,  Alexander. — Schmuck  und  edelmetall-arbeiten. 
Library  of  the  world's  best  literature;  ed.  by  C.  D.  War- 
ner and  others.    46v. 
Lord,  John. — Beacon  lights  of  history.    15v. 

Louisiana  Board  of  Health. — Sanitary  code,  state  of  Louisi- 
ana. 

Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture. — Forest  exhibit  in 
the  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Centennial  Exposi- 
tion. 

Manufacturer's  Record. — Thirty  years  of  Southern  up- 
building. 

Merriman,  Mansfield,  and  others. — American  civil  engi- 
neers' pocket-book. 

Negro  year  book  and  annual  encyclopedia  of  the  negro.  1912. 

New  SchafF-Herzog  encyclopedia  of  religious  knowledge; 
ed.  by  S.  M.  Jackson,    v.  12. 

New  York:  Hudson-Fulton  Celebration  Committee. — ^Hud- 
son-Fulton celebration.    2v. 
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Nield,  Jonathan. — Guide  to  the  best  historical  novels  and 
tales. 

Norton,  Mrs.  Clara  (Mulliken)  and  others. — Modern  dra- 
ma and  opera. 

Planche,  J.  R. — CyclopsBdia  of  costumes.    2v. 
Ra^runet,  A. — Materiaux  et  documents.     lOv. 
Rogers,  H.  J.,  ed. — Congress  of  arts  and  sciences.    8v. 
Rosenthal,  H.  S. — Building,  loan  and  savings  associations, 
how  to  organize  and  successfully  conduct  them. 

Sandier,  Alex. — Cartons  de  la  manufacture  nationale  de 
sevres. 

Singer,  Berthold. — Patent  and  trade  mark  laws  of  the  world, 

Thomas,  H.  H. — Complete  gardener. 

Thompson,  T.  P. — Index  to  collection  of  American  relat- 
ing principally  to  Louisiana  art  and  miscellanea. 

Trautwine,  J.  C. — Civil  Engineer's  pocket-book. 

United  States,  Bibliography  Division  Library  of  Congress. 
— Select  list  of  references  on  sugar. 

United  States,  Division  of  Music  Library  of  Congress. — 
Orchestral  music  catalogue. 

Universal  anthology;  ed.  by  Richard  Garnett  and  others. 
33v. 

Universal  Classics  Library.     26v. 

Velazquez  de  la  Cadena,  Marians,  comp. — New  pronounc- 
ing dictionary  of  the  Spanish  and  English  languages. 

Verneuil,  P. — Etude  de  la  plante. 

Warren,  Charles. — History  of  the  American  bar. 

The  magazine  collection  was  increased  by  the  addition  of 
326  boupd  volumes  and  the  general  collection  by  282  vol- 
umes.   There  are  now  in  the  Reference  Room  8,476  volumes. 

PERIODICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

The  Newspaper  Room,  that  is  nearly  always  overcrowded, 
will  share  with  the  Children's  Department  and  the  Refer- 
ence Department  in  the  benefits  of  the  annex.  The  new 
room  will  be  about  twice  the  size  of  the  present  one.    The 
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entrance  will  be  from  the  south  end  of  the  building,  on 
Calliope  Street,  and  its  users  will  be  able  to  enter  and 
leave  without  going  into  any  other  part  of  the  building. 
We  receive  71  newspapers,  15  of  these  are  gifts.  All  of  the 
local  papers  are  given  to  the  library  by  their  publishers, 
most  of  them  giving  us  two  copies  of  each  issue. 

Local  papers  are  kept  for  two  years  and  papers  from 
other  cities  six  months.  The  number  of  readers  in  the 
Newspaper  Room  was  41,922. 

The  apse  of  the  principal  reading  room  is  used  as  a  maga- 
zine nrom.  We  receive  284  magazines,  54  of  these  are  gitts. 
United  States,  State  and  local  documents  and  library  publi- 
cations are  not  included  in  this  number.  The  attendance 
in  the  magazine  and  general  reading  room  was  44,334. 

UNITED  STATES,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  DOCUMENTS. 

Each  year  it  seems  to  be  more  difficult  to  get  the  reports 
of  State  and  local  ofhcials.  This  year  we  secured  only  two 
bcjund  volumes  of  State  documents  and  one  of  city  docu- 
ments; seventy  pamphlet  reports  of  State  officials;  eight 
of  city  officials;  two  bound  volumes,  and  thirteen  pans- 
phlet  reports  of  miscellaneous  public  boards. 

As  a  United  States  depository  library  we  received  287 
bound  volumes  and  1.815  pamphlets.  The  use  of  the  public 
documents  has  been  increasing  year  by  year,  and  we  are 
fully  satisfied  that  we  have  spent  our  time  well  in  the  effort 
to  complelu  our  collection  and  put  it  in  such  condition  as 
will  i.Mial)le  us  to  render  i)rompt  and  thorough  service  to 
ils  users. 

CHILDKEN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  boys  and  girls  who  draw  books  from  the 
juvenile  department  is  only  2,0t)0,  but  they  make  such  coil* 
stant  use  of  this  branch  of  the  library  that  they  OVOV 
crowded  their  room  and  forced  us  to  encroach  on  the  geih 
eral   reading  room  and  take  enoujjh  space  to  provide  fof 


—13— 

about  thirty  readers  and  1,500  books.  A  large  number  of 
adults,  especially  teachers,  are  regular  borrowers  from  the 
juvenile  collection,  and  an  unusually  large  number  of  child- 
ren whose  parents  do  not  wish  them  to  have  library  cards 
are  frequent  readers.  The  attendants  in  charge  report  an 
ever-growing  demand  by  their  readers  for  assistance  in 
doing  reference  work  for  the  schools. 

The  increased  circulation  has  made  it  necessary  for  a 
ps^ge  to  be  taken  from  the  stack  force  and  sent  to  the  juve- 
nile room  for  a  part  of  each  evenings 

We  attempted  only  two  exhibitions.  The  one  on  the 
centennial  of  the  birth  of  Dickens  was  the  most  elaborate 
and  complete  that  we  have  yet  had.  A  number  of  original 
drawings  illustrating  Dickens'  works  were  loaned  us  by 
the  publisher.  Illustrations  of  many  different  editions  arid 
samples  of  editions  from  the  cheapest  to  the  most  costly 
and  elegant  were  loaned  by  publishers  and  dealers.  Titles 
in  fifteen  different  languages  were  shown,  together  with 
specimens  of  nearly  all  of  the  well-known  illustrators  of 

Dickens,  copies  of  a  part  of  the  Christmas  Books  printed 
on  silk,  brass  figures  representing  well-known  characters, 
a  fine  marble  bust  of  Dickens,  numerous  pictures  of  him, 
autograph  letters  and  letters  from  his  publishers  to  him. 

The  Christmas  Carol  was  being  played  that  week  at 
one  of  the  theatres  and  this  naturally  increased  the  num- 
ber of  the  visitors  to  our  exhibit.  Our  other  display  was 
the  usual  well-trimmed  and  lighted  Christmas  Tree  and  the 
evergreen  and  holly  decorations  for  the  entire  room. 

Some  of  our  picture  bulletins  have  been  excellent.  They 
have  covered  a  wide  range  and  seem  to  be  effective  in  their 
purpose  of  suggesting  to  the  j'oung  readers  certain  sub- 
jects and  certain  books  without  any  apparent  direction  on 
the  part  of  the  attendant.  Among  the  bulletins  displayed 
were  several  on  Athletics,  Audubon,  Birds,  Carnival,  Christ- 
mas, the  Confederacy,  Country  Homes,  Easter,  Explorers, 
Flags,  Indians,  Fourth  of  July,  King  Arthur,  Louisiana 
Centennial,  Inland  Waterways  and  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
Battle  of  New  Orleans,  Valentine  Day,  Boy  Scouts,  Summer 
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Vacation  on  the  Farm,  In  the  Mountains  and  At  the  Sea- 
shore, Outdoor  Sports,  Thanksgiving,  Washington,  Hallo- 
ween, United  States  Navy,  Woodrow  Wilson  and  James 
Whitcomb  Riley. 

The  story  hour  was  conducted  in  both  the  Main  Library 
and  the  Branches  by  Miss  Eleanor  Pa3me,  Mrs.  A.  Nathans, 
Miss  Josephine  Richardson,  Miss  Ida  Bamett  and  Miss  Elea- 
nor Pierson.  These  ladies  are  members  of  the  recently  or- 
ganized Story  Tellers'  League  and  voluntarily  offered  their 
services  for  this  work. 

The  character  of  books  used  is  about  the  same  as  last 
year.  The  same  books  or  books  of  the  same  nature  that  were 
most  popular  last  year  are  also  still  the  favorites.  There 
are  7,376  books  in  the  juvenile  department,  and  the  annual 
circulation  was  68,552. 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  policy  of  the  Board  in  allowing  a  slight  increase  in 
the  salaries  of  the  assistants  assigned  to  aid  the  catalogaer 
has  resulted  in  several  requests  for  transfers  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  instead  of  facing  a  crisis  with  no  cataloguers  we 
will  probably  have  ample  assurance  of  sufficient  workers. 
The  cataloguer  has  now  two  assistants  and  two  who  work 
half  a  day  in  preparation  for  admittance  as  full  assistants. 
Each  morning  for  half  an  hour  the  cataloguer  conducts  a 
class  for  her  four  assistants.  This  is  all  the  training  in 
library  work  that  any  of  them  have  had,  and  is,  of  course, 
insufficient  and  work  does  not  progress  as  rapidly  as  the 
department  would  like  to  see  it  do. 

Nearly  all  absentees  of  the  several  departments  are  re- 
placed from  the  catalogue  room.  As  the  number  of  absences 
this  year  was  unusually  large,  the  work  of  the  cataloguer 
has  been  sadly  impeded.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no 
arrangement  has  been  yet  made  to  relieve  this  department 
of  such  a  burden.  In  spite  of  this  handicap,  we  accessioned 
and  catalogued  8,205  books,  revised  catalogues  and  prepared 
matter  for  150  printed  columns  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin. 
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There  were  nearly  1,000  discards,  60  lost  books  paid  for 
and  140  lost  books  not  paid  for.    The  accessioned  gifts  num- 
bered 332. 

BINDING  AND  REPAIRING. 

Our  attendants  mended  2,052  books  and  bound  198  pam- 
phlets and  723  books.  We  sent  to  the  binders  1,716  volumes 
to  be  rebound  and  400  to  be  bound  from  the  sheets. 

STAFF. 

Again  this  year  we  did  not  have  many  changes  in  the 
staff.  Miss  Davey  resigned.  Miss  Ducros  resigned  and 
was  replaced  in  the  juvenile  department  by  Mrs.  Haggerty. 
Mrs.  Eustis  was  away  on  a  six  months'  leave  of  absence  and 
was  temporarily  replaced  by  Miss  Langwith;  Miss  Collins 
being  temporarily  transferred  from  the  Algiers  Branch  to 
the  Main  Library.  One  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  that  con- 
fronts the  librarian  each  year  is  due  to  the  omission  of  sub- 
stitutes from  our  plan  of  library  management.  The  absence 
of  one  attendant  frequently  causes  the  shifting  of  two  or 
three  of  the  other  employees  in  order  to  do  the  work  of  the 
absentee  without  the  crippling  of  another  part  of  the  ser- 
vice. When  three  or  four  are  absent  at  one  time  the  whole 
force  has  to  be  shifted  from  their  regular  positions,  their 
hours  of  work  disarranged  and  several  times  we  have  been 
almost  compelled  to  close  some  of  the  departments.  This 
unsatisfactory  way  of  working  is  both  discouraging  to  our 
staff  and  annoying  to  the  public.  I  recommend  that  the 
Board  provide  for  some  system  of  substitutes.  The  exami- 
nation shortly  to  be  held  will  furnish  us  a  list  of  eligibles, 
each  one  of  whom  could  be  appointed  a  substitute.  They 
can  be  called  on  in  rotation  in  time  of  need.  This  plan  will 
be  of  some  slight  financial  benefit  to  them  and  at  the  same 
time  enable  them  to  gain  some  library  experience  that  will 
make  them  more  useful  when  they  secure  positions  in  the 


—16— 
HOLIDAYS  AND  VACATIONS. 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of 
other  libraries;  this  has  been  considered  proper,  however, 
on  account  of  local  conditions. 

The  library  is  closed  from  1  p.  m.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  a.  m.  the  next  Wednesday ;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints'  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day ;  December  24th,  from  12  m.  to  December 

26th  9  a.  m. ;  December  31st  from  12  m.  to  January  2nd, 
9  a.  m. ;  and,  at  5  p.  m.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  staff  who  has  worked  in  the  library  for 
the  six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period.  All  days  of 
absence  are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no 
vacation  shall  be  for  less  than  fifteen  days. 

Branches. 

When  the  branches  were  established  it  was  not  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Board  that  they  should  be  developed  into  large 
collections  of  books,  but  rather  that  they  should  be  large 
enough  to  serve  only  their  immediate  neighborhood.  The 
buildings  were  designed  and  equipped  to  contain  about  six 
thousand  volumes  and  reading  space  for  twenty-five  or  thir- 
ty readers.  By  granting  to  each  branch  borrower  the  addi- 
tional privilege  of  withdrawing  books  from  the  main  collec- 
tion when  he  desired  a  book  not  in  his  branch,  we  hoped  that 
the  branches  would  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  that  would 
be  made  on  them.  Our  experience  has  been  quite  the  con- 
trary. The  presence  of  a  library,  no  matter  how  small, 
has  stimulated  and  increased  the  desire  for  reading  and  the 
branches  are  proving  to  be  much  too  small,  both  in  the 
scope  and  number  of  volumes  each  contains.  We  have 
learned  by  experience  and  the  last  branch  built  is  large 
enough  to  accommodate  a  collection  of  at  least  twenty  thou- 
sand volumes. 

A  high  school  building  has  been  erected  within  three 
squares  of  the  Napoleon  Branch.  We  are  divided  between 
pleasure  at  the  resulting  increase  in  the  circulation  of  the 
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branch  and  distress  at  its  inadequacy  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  students. 

The  work  of  the  branches  is  very  simple  as  all  technical 
work,  even  to  the  copying  of  shelf  list  and  catalogue  cards 
is  done  at  the  main  library.  The  character  of  work  in  the 
branches  is  the  same  from  year  to  year;  Algiers  Branch, 
however,  has  made  an  unusually  earnest  effort  to  interest 
more  children  in  the  library,  and  Napoleon  Branch  to 
encourage  the  practice  of  reading  in  the  library  building. 

There  are  now  28,712  books  in  the  four  branches,  nearly 
a  thousand  volumes  were  added  to  each  collection  during  the 
year.  There  are  12,647  branch  borrowers,  to  whom  were 
issued  229,516  books. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  library  in  the  last  few  years 
should  be  a  matter  of  pride  to  everyone  connected  with  its 
work.  In  six  years  we  have  nearly  doubled  our  collection 
of  books,  increased  our  circulation  to  nearly  five  times  what 
it  was,  erected  and  established  four  branches,  and  are  pre- 
paring to  build  a  fifth,  built  a  magnificent  main  building 
calculated  to  be  large  enough  for  us  for  twenty-five  years, 
outgrown  it  and  been  compelled  to  add  an  annex  that  in- 
creases our  working  space  one-third.  This  exceptional 
growth  points  plainly  to  the  fact  that  where  such  progress 
has  been  made  there  is  opportunity  for  more.  At  all  times 
and  in  every  move  we  have  felt  the  impeding  and  crushing 
weight  of  lack  of  funds..  Without  the  slightest  fear  of  con- 
tradiction I  state  that  our  library  has  to  meet  more  demands 
and  do  more  work  than  any  other  library  in  the  United 

States  that  receives  as  little  money  for  its  support  as  we  do. 
I  make  this  statement  not  as  a  boast,  but,  instead,  to  show 
that  we  have  done  much  with  little,  that  much  more  remains 
to  be  done,  that  from  our  past  record  we  may  be  trusted  to 
meet  our  obligations  fully  in  accomplishing  the  still  greater 
work  if  you,  the  council  who  allots  us  our  means  of  support, 
will  but  give  us  an  amount  adequate  to  our  great  needs. 

Henry  M.  Gill, 

Librarian, 
February  12,  1913. 
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NEW   ORLEANS   PUBUC   LIBRARY. 

ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES,  JANUARY  9, 1918. 

ASSETS. 

Main  Library — 

Cost  to  date $208,366.75 

Site 60,000.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 24,491 .  95 

$292,858.70 

Royal  Branch — 

Cost  to  date 15,987.64 

Site 5,000.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1,655 .35 

22,642.99 

Algiers  Branch — 

Cost  to  date 17,185.00 

Site    5,000.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures. . . .  1,165.51 

28,351 .  01 

Napoleon  Branch — 

Cost  to  date 17,528.72 

Site 5,000.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures. . . .  1,423.07 

23,951 .  79 

Canal  Branch — 

Cost  to  date 25,454.80 

Site 9,000.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures. . . .  2,178.25 

86,633.06 

Bourbon  Street  property  88,000.00 

Books  157,543.60 

City  of  N.  O.  Constitutional  Bonds 37,000.00 

Cash  in  bank 8,687.62 

Total  assets $635,668.76 

Liabilities  None 

P.  A.  Lelong, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  N,  O.  Public  Library. 
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RECEIPTS  AND   EXPENDITURES   FOR  THE   YEAR 

ENDING  JANUARY  9,  1913. 


Receipts. 

To  General  Fund  Balance  from  1911 $652.51 

To  Children's  Room  Fund  Balance  from  1911.         2,000.00 
City   of   New   Orleans    Appro- 

.  priation  1912 $35,500.00 

City  of  New  Orleans  Special 
Appropriation  for  Child- 
ren's Room  Fund,  1912...  2,000.00 

Interest  on  deposits 28 .  79 

Bourbon  Street  Property,  rent.  3,475.02 

Liecture  Room 10 .  00 

Sales  of  Waste  Paper 12 .  00 

Fines  and  Catalogues — 

Main  Library 1,932.04 

Royal  Branch  Library 265 .  27 

Algiers   Branch  Library . .  138 .  48 

Napoleon  Branch  Library.  329.29 

Canal  Branch  Library 232 .  78 


$43,923 .  67 


Expenditures. 

Books    $7,776.22 

Periodicals    818.30 

Binding    1,407.16 

Lighting   1,146.26 

Heating    132.30 

Printing  and  Stationery 915.07 

Salaries,  Main  Library 18,504.35 

Bills  Payable,  Note,  N.  O.  Na- 
tional Bank 750.00 

Children's  Room  Fund — 
Paid     Architects, 

D.  O.  &G.,  Ltd.   $932.20 
Paid  Daily  States, 

Adv.  for  Bids.       24.37 

956 . 57 


$46,576.18 


$32,406.23 
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Sundries,  as  Follows — 

Gardener,  Main  Library. . .  $252 .  00 

Porters'  Salaries 833.00 

Telephone  Service 48 .  00 

One  Marble  Pedestal 200 .  00 

Miscellaneous  Items 1,273.68 


Royal  Branch — 

Salaries    $1,696.65 

Lighting    158.70 

Heating   38.00 

Printing  and  Stationery..  27.22 

Binding    78.52 

Gardener   48.00 

Miscellaneous   Items 150.65 


Algiers  Branch — 

Salaries    $1,621 .50 

Lighting    133.80 

Heating    55.00 

Printing  and   Stationery..  13.43 

Binding    10.15 

Gardener   36.00 

Miscellaneous   Items 134.95 

Napoleon  Branch — 

Salaries    $1,652.00 

Lighting   92.88 

Heating    54.80 

Printing  and  Stationery.  . .  23.50 

Binding    93.20 

D.  H.  Holmes  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 

Shades    50.00 

Miscellaneous   Items 97.89 


2,606. 


2,197. 


2,004.  i 


2,064.2' 
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Canal  Branch — 

Salaries    $1,680.00 

Lighting   152.94 

Heating    72.50 

Printing  and  Stationery ...  20 .  61 

Binding    3.85 

Gardener 37.25 

F.  H.  Koretke  Brass  &  Mfg. 

Co.  for  1  Tablet 50.00 

Miscellaneous  Items 191 .95 

2,209.10 

Total  expenditures $43,488.85 

Balance  in  Banks — 

Whitney-Central  National  Bank: 
Account    Children's    Room 

Fund   $3,043.43 

Account  General  Fund 27 .  74 

$3,071 .  17 
New  'Orleans  National  Bank : 

Account  General  Fund 16.16 

$3,087.33 

January  9,   1913 $46,576.18 

SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund,  balance  from  1911  $31 .  13 

To  Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the 

City  of  New  Orleans 1,475.00 


$1,506.13 
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Expenditures. 

Books   905.84 


Balance    $600.29 

January  9,  1913 — Balance  in  N.  0.  National 

Bank    600.29 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  9,  1913. 

P.  A.  Lelong, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  N.  0.  Public  Library, 

Examined  and  found  correct: 

Chas.  E.  Wermuth, 

Certified  Public  Accountant. 

New  Orleans,  January  10,  1913. 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1912. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND   BRANCHES. 


TABLE 

1. 

-^ffl 

S  43 
ft  5 

1 

1 

1  Central 
Library 

j  Royal 

1  Branch 

1 

,  Canal 
Branch 

00 

3 

O 

__H 

Home  Use 


Library  Use. 


195,767 
47,585 


Totals 


243,352 


50,939 
14,965 


65,904 


32,148 
9,489 


41,637 


52,282 
7,817 


60,099 


49,455 
12,421 


61,876 


380,591 
92,277 


472,868 


ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,  1897-1912. 


TABLE  2. 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 
101,974 

1903. 
107,697 

43,176 

82,551 

93,000 

95,055 

97,516 

1905. 

1906. 

1907.  1 

1908.  ! 

1909. 

1910.  i 

1911. 

99,100 

98,749 

97,316 

245,559 

325,057 

350,746 

400,397 

1904. 


110,274 


1912 


472,868 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 

1912 


American   Origin 
English  Origin   . 


German  Origin 
French  Origin 
Italian  Origin 
Spanish  Origin 


Minor  Languages 


Totals 


TABLE  9. 

i                       1 
Napoleon     ,, 

Branch 

1 

1 

9 

Royal 
Branch 

Algiers 
Branch         i 

1                 .     . 

1 

Totals          ! 

18,454 

10,914 

811 

6,834 

267 

265 

73 


37,618 


12,941 

6,034 

211 

356 

36 

19 


18 


19,615 


21,941 

22,300 

12,575 

9,811 

565 

621 

883 

1,296 

35 

34 

37 

18 

153 

109 

36,189 

34,189 

75,636 

39,334 

2,208 

9,369 

372 

339 


353 


127,611 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 

1912. 
TABLE   10. 


German  Origin 
French  Origin 
Italian  Origin 
Spanish  Origin 


O  u 


American  Origin   ....    9,728 


English  Origin   1,780    1,241 


81 
348 


Minor  Languages  . . . . 


Totals 


90  £1 

ir  ^ 


•S) 


a 


us 
vJCQ 


7,783 

10,172 

10,555 

1,241 

1,253 

1,841 

50 

61 

170 

18 

20 

95 

7 

9 

63 

7 

6 

126 

0 

0 

0 

ll,952i  9.106111,521 


12,850 


to 

"3 
o 


38,238 

6,115 

362 

481 

84 

145 

4 

45,429 


A 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,  1912. 


TABLE  11. 


General  Works   1,920 


n  .0 

ii  a 
<<C9 


672 


S 


Religion    1611    147 

63 
276 


Philosophy     102 

Sociology 556 

Philologj^    163 


61 


.a 
as 


628 
188 
142 
410 
139 


Natural  Science   302     1481    307 


OOE) 


770 
80 
105 
366 
257 


'3 
o 


3,990 
571 
412 

1,608 
620 


270'  1.027 


Useful  Arts  259!    4841    315'    232    1.290 


I 


I 


Fine  Arts 346'    139'    246!    288'   1.019 


! 

Literature    1,808'    795!  1,546 


1,240    5.389 


History,  Travel.  Biography.  1.515     667  1,379:1,070!  4,681 


I  I 

Totals   7.132  3.452 

I 


5,295  4,678  20.557 


I 


i 


n 
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CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  NON-FICTION 


BRANCHES,  1912. 


TABLE  12. 


General  Works 
Philosophy  . . . 
Religion    


"3  S 


5pq 


Oi         4  0' 

;  I 

O;       22:  0 

753!    564'  535 


o 


35  39 

0'  22 

I 

868  i  2,720 


Sociology    4,373  4,565'3,861'   4,357! ]7,156 


Philology 


0 


Natural   Science    151     204.  100 

1  I          I 

Useful  Arts i  205i    143i  194 

Fine  Arts    688     367  411 

Literature  767  1,233'  .!52    1,266    3.718 

I  I             ^             ■               ! 

History,  Travel,  Biography  2.265  2,358' 1.541'   1.626    7.790 


0           0  4 

597  1,052 

I 

469  1,011 

941 '  2,407 


Totals   9,202  9.464  7.094  10,159  35.919 
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ANNUAL  CIRCULATION  BRANCHES,  1908-1912. 


TABLE  13. 


Royal  Branch . . 
Algiers  Branch. 
Napoleon  Brch. 
Canal  Branch . . 


1908 


57,080 
37,004 
36,679 


1909 


61,632 
29,017 
45,447 


1910 


61,381 
32,905 
38,313 


1911 


61,566 
37,007 
51,138 
17,929 


1912 


65,904 
41,637 
60,099 
61,876 


Totals 


307,563 

177,570 

231,676 

79,805 
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NEWSPAPERS   AND  MAGAZINES 

RECEIVED  BY  THE 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

NEWSPAPERS, 

Subscription. 

1913. 

• 

Atlanta  Constitution. 

iialtimore  Sun. 

Baton  Rouge  News  Advocate. 

Birmingham  Age-Herald. 

Boston  Evening  Transcript. 

Buffalo  Courier. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 

Cincinnati  Enquirer. 

Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

Dallas  Morning  News. 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News. 

Des  Moines  N3ws. 

Detroit  Free  Press. 

El  Paso  Times. 

Galveston  Daily  News. 

Indianapolis  Star. 

Jackson  (Miss.)  Clarion  Ledger. 

Jackson  (Miss.)  News. 

Jacksonville  Times  Union. 

Kansas  City  Star. 

Kansas  City  Times. 

Kolnische  Zeitung. 

Lake  Charles  Daily  Am.  Press. 

Little  Rock  Arkansas  Gazette. 

London  Daily  Times. 

Los  Angeles  Examiner. 

Louisville  Courier  Journah 

Memphis  Commercial-Appeal. 

Milwaukee  News. 
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Minneapolis  Tribune. 

Mobile  Register. 

Montgomery  Advertiser. 

Monroe  News-Star. 

Montreal  Star. 

Nashville  Tennessean  and  the  Nashville 

American. 
New  York  Courier  des  Etats-Unis. 
New  York  Herald. 
New  York  Times. 
Omaha  News. 
Paris  Figaro. 

Portland  Morning  Oregonian. 
Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 
Pittsburgh  Post. 
Richmond  Times  Dispatch. 
St.  Louis  Republic. 
San  Antonio  Express. 
San  Francisco  Call. 
Savannah  Morning  News. 
Seattle  Times. 
Shreveport  Journal. 
Shreveport  Times. 
Springfield  Republican. 
Topeka  Capital. 
Toronto  Globe. 
Washington  Post. 

Gifts. 

American  Advance. 

Christian  Science  Monitor. 

Daily  Item. 

Daily  Picayune. 

Daily  States. 

Deseret  Daily  News. 

Italo  Americano. 

Jewish  Ledger. 

Jewish  Tribune. 

Morning  Star. 

Neu  Deutsche  Zeitung. 

New  Orleans  Bee. 

Presbyterian. 

Times-Democrat. 

United  Labor  Journal. 
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MAGAZINES, 


Subscription. 
1913. 

Advertisinjg:  and  Selling. 

Ainslee's  Magazine. 

America. 

American  Architect. 

American  Banker. 

American  Boy. 

American  Catholic  Quarterly. 

American  Chemical  Journal. 

American  City. 

American  Economic  Review. 

American  Dressmaker. 

American  Federation  ist. 

American  Forestry. 

American  Historical  Review. 

American  Homes  and  Gardens. 

American  Journal  of  Sociology. 

American  Journal  of  Theology. 

American  Kennel  Gazette. 

American  Machinist. 

American  Magazine. 

American  Photography. 

American  Political  Science  Review. 

American  Review  of  Reviews. 

American  School  Board  Journal. 

Annals  of  American  Academy  of  Political 

and  Social  Science. 
Architectural  Record. 
Architectural  Review. 
Architecture  and  Building. 
Art  de  la  Mode. 
Athenaeum. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 
Auk. 

Biblical  World. 
Bird  Lore. 

Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright. 
Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine. 
Bookman. 


Book  News  Monthly. 

Book  Review  Digest. 
Boy's  Life. 

Brickbuilder  and  Architectural  Monthly. 

Bulletin  of  Bibliography. 

Business. 

Business  Journal. 

Canadian  Magazine. 

CasselKs  Little  Folks. 

Cassier's  Magazine  &  Engineering 
Monthly. 

Catholic  World. 

Century. 

Chambers  Journal. 

Chautauquan. 

Child  Labor  Bulletin. 

Childrens'  Magazine. 

Christian  Work. 

Churchman. 

Circle  and  Success  Magazine. 

Clay  Worker. 

Collier's  Weekly. 

Commercial  America. 

Common  Cause. 

Commoner. 

Confederate  Veteran. 

Conference  of  Charities  &  Correction  Na- 
tional Proceedings. 

Contemporary  Review. 

Cornhill  Magazine. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 

Cotton. 

Cotton  and  Cotton  Oil  News. 

Cotton  Seed  Oil  Magazine. 

Country  Life  in  America. 

Craftsman. 

Cummulative  Book  Index. 

Current  Opinion. 

Delineator. 

Deutsche  Rundschau. 

Dial. 

Dixie  Wood  Worker. 

Drama. 

Dramatic  Mirror. 

Dramatist. 
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Economic  Geology. 
Edinburgh  Review. 
Editor. 

Editor  and  Publisher  and  Journalist. 
Education. 

Educational  Foundations. 
Educational  Review. 

Electrical   Review  and  Western   Electri- 
cian. 
Electrical  World. 
Elementary  School  Teacher. 
Engineering  Magazine. 
Engineering  and  Mining  Journal. 
Engineering  News. 
Engineering  Record. 
English  Illustrated  Magazine. 
Entomological  News. 
Etude. 

Everybody's  Magazine. 
Farm  and  Ranch. 
Field  and  Stream. 
Fliegeride  Blatter. 
Forest  and  Stream. 
Fortnightly  Review. 
Forum. 
Foundry, 

Furniture  Trade  Review. 
Gardening. 
Gartenlaube. 
Good  Housekeeping. 
Good  Lighting. 
Good  Roads  Magazine. 
Graphic. 
Green  Bag. 
Gulf  Coast  Record. 
Harper's  Bazar. 
Harper's  Monthly  Magazine. 
Harper's  Weekly. 
Health  Culture. 
Hearst's  Magazine. 
Hibbert  Journal. 
Home  Needle  Work  Magazine. 
House  Beautiful. 
Ice  and  Refrigeration. 
Independent. 
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Index  to  Dates. 

Industrial  Arts  Index. 

Insurance  Field. 

Insurance  Observer. 

Illustracion  Espanola  Y  Americana. 

Illustrated  London  News. 

Illustration. 

lUustrazione  Italiana. 

Illustrirte  Zeitung. 

International  Journal  of  Ethics. 

International  Marine  Engineering. 

International  Socialist  Review. 

International  Studio. 

Je  Sais  Tout. 

Jewish  Quarterly  Review. 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  His- 
torical and  Political  Science. 

Journal  of  American  Folk-Lore. 

Journal  of  Geography. 

Journal  of  Philosophy,  Psychology-  and 
Scientific  Methods. 

Journal  of  Political  Economy. 

Journal  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Criminal  Law  and  Criminology. 

Journal  of  the  Outdoor  Life. 

Judge. 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine. 

Kindergarten  Review. 

Knowledge. 

Ladies  Home  Journal. 

Lectures  Pour  Tous. 

Legislative  Labor  News. 

Leslie's  Weekly. 

Library  Journal. 

Life. 

Lippincott's  Monthly. 

Literary  Digest. 

Little  Folks  Cassino. 

Living  Age. 

Lyceumite  &  Talent. 

McClure's  Magazine. 

Magazine  Maker. 

Manual  Training  Magazine. 

Manufactures  Record. 

Marine  Journal. 


Medical  Brief. 
Metal  Industry. 
Metal  Worker. 
Methodist  Review. 
Milk  Reporter. 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 
Monetary  Record. 
Motor. 
Motor  Age. 

Moving  Picture  World. 
Municipal  Engineering. 
Municipal  Journal. 
Munsey's  Magazine. 
Musician. 
Musical  Courier. 
Nation. 

National  Educational  Proceedings  and  Ad- 
dresses. 
National  Geographic  Magazine. 
National  Municipal  Review. 
National  Waterways. 
Nautical  Gazette. 
New  England  Magazine. 
New  York  Teachers  Monographs. 
Nineteenth  Century  and  After. 
North  American  Review. 
Open  Court. 
Outing  Magazine. 
Outlook  American. 
Outlook  English. 
Overland  Monthly. 
Pall  Mall. 

Pearson's  Magazine. 
Pedagogical  Seminary. 
Pernin's  Stenographer. 
Photographic  Times. 
Physical  Culture. 
Pitman's  Journal. 
Plant   World. 
Playground. 

Plumber's  Trade  Journal. 
Poet-Lore 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 
Popular  Astronomy. 
Popular  Mechanics. 
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Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Petaluma  Weekly. 

Poultry  Journal. 

Poultry  Review. 

Power  Wagon. 

Primary  Education. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of 

Electrical  Engineers. 
Psychological  Clinic. 
Public. 

Public  Libraries. 
Publishers'  Weekly. 
Puck. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics. 
Quarterly  Review. 

Readers  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature. 
Readers  Guide  Supplement. 
Review  of  Exposition. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 
Revue  Politique  et  Litteraire. 
Rice  Journal  and  Southern  Farmer. 
Rough  Notes. 
Rudder. 
Saint  Nicholas. 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 
School  Arts  Magazine. 
School  Review. 
Science. 

Scientific  American 
Scientific  American  Supplement 
Scribner's  Magazine. 
Sewanee  Review. 
Single  Tax  Review. 
South  Atlantic  Quarterly. 
Southern  Banker. 
Southern  Fancier. 
Southern  Fruit  Grower. 
Southern  Farmer 
Southern  Lumberman. 
Southern  Poultry  Journal. 
Southern  Tobacco  Journal. 
Southwest. 
Sphere.  Eng.  ed. 
State  and  Local  Taxation. 
Strand. 
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Survey. 

Technical  World. 

Textile  World  Record. 

Theatre. 

Uber  Land  und  Meer. 

United  States  Official  Postal  Guide. 

Violin  World. 

Vocational  Education. 

Vogue. 

Watson's  Magazine. 

Westminster  Review. 

Wide  World  Magazine. 

Windsor  Magazine. 

Woodworker. 

World's  Work. 

Youth's  Companion. 

GIFTS. 

Aeronautics. 

Alumni  Bulletin,  University  of  Virginia. 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith. 

Architectural  Art  and  Its  Allies. 

Benziger  Magazine. 

Bill  Board. 

Colliery  Engineer. 

Catholic  Churchman. 

Challenge. 

Chicago  Banker. 

Christian  Science  Journal 

Christian  Science  Sentinel. 

Club  Woman's  Magazine. 

Commercial  Law  League  of  America. 

Concrete  and  Cement  Age. 

Congressional  Record. 

Cuba  Review. 

Eastern  and  Western  Review. 

Emmanualist  Herald. 

Extension. 

(iregg  Writer. 

(]ulf  States  Banker. 

Herald  of  the  Cross. 

Household  Journal  and  Floral  Life. 

Hygiene  and  the  Child. 

Jersey  Bulletin  and  Dairy  World. 
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Journal  of  Association  of  Engineers. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Journal  of  the  Illinois   State  Historical 

Society. 
L'Athenee  Louisianais. 
Ladies  Review. 
Latin-America. 
Louisiana  Planter. 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  Bulletin. 
Louisiana  State  University  Bulletin. 
Matilda  Zeigler  Magazine. 
Maxwell's  Talisman. 
Mercurio. 

Modern  Sugar  Planter. 
National  Civic  Federation  Review. 
National  Farmer. 
New  Citizen. 
Newcomb  Arcade. 

New  England  Conservatory  Review. 
New  Orleans  Xumber  Trade  Journal. 
Oysterman  and  Fisherman. 
Pan  American  Magazine. 
Pan  American  Union. 
Panama  Canal  Record. 
Pittman's  Journal. 
Progressive  Farmer  and  Southern  Farm 

Gazette. 
Scranton  Board  of  Trade  and  Engineering 

Journal. 
Southern  Buck. 
Southern  Lutheran. 
Spirit  of  the  Missions. 
Stuffed  Club. 
Sunset  the  Pacific. 
Technology-  Architectural  Review. 
Texas  and  Pacific  Quarterly. 
Theosophical  Path. 
Theosophical  Quarterly. 
Trade  Index. 
Trucker  and  Farmer. 
True  Woodman. 
Tulane  Graduate  Magazine. 
Vermonter. 
Waste  Trade  Journal. 
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DONORS. 

BOUND  VOLUMES. 

Ahmad,  Mirza  Ghulam   1 

American  Corn  Growers  Ass'n.  of  the  United  States . .  1 

American  Irish  Historical  Society 1 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co 1 

Anonymous  21 

Automobile  Board  of  Trade 1 

Baker,  Mrs.  P.  M 33 

Baltimore  Sun 1 

Behrman,  Hon.  Martin,  Mayor 2 

Brunsmade,   Mrs 2 

Caproni,  P.  P.  and  Bro 1 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace 1 

Carradine,   Dr.  .Beverly    9 

Christian  Science  Literature  Committee  8 

Christian  Science  Reading  Room 1 

Christy,  S.  R 2 

Commercial  Club  of  Chicago 1 

Crapo,  H.  H. 1 

Davis,  Miss  Laah   1 

De  Grange,  Col.  J.  H 6 

Farington,  Mrs.  J 4 

First  Church  Christ  Scientists 2 

Foster,  Miss  1 

Giles,  Arthur  1 

Gaines,  Miss  Nan   2 

Gehring,  Albert  2 

Gilbert,  R.  W 1 

Girard,  Mme.  M.  D 1 

Gospel  Trumpet  Co 7 

Guatemala,  Republic  of  13 

Harte,  M.  C 1 

Hebrew  Union  College,  Teacher's  Institute 1 
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Holy  Name  Society  of  Algiers 1 

Howard,  Warren 3 

Hyland,  Martin   9 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society 1 

John  P.  Altgeld  Memorial  Association 1 

Katz,  Mrs.  Adolph 1 

Krupp's  Steel  Works 1 

Legendre,  Mrs.  Henry    26 

Lion,  Mrs.  S.  M 3 

Lof aso,  Joseph 2 

Los  Angeles  Examiner 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health 

McCroan,  Miss  Honeith 

Maple  Flooring  Manufacturer's  Association 

Mathes,  Mrs.  M.  G 

Michigan  State  Library 

Mitchell,  Miss  M.  E 2 

National  Business  League  of  America 

National  Lumber  Manufacturer's  Association 

New  Jersey  State  Federation  of  Womens'  Clubs 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Education  

Nott,  Master  William 

Nutting,  G.  H 

NoUen,  J.  S 

O'Gara,  Mrs.  F 13 

Otis,  Roland  12 

Prudential  Insurance  Co.  of  America 

Bobbins,  R.  C 

Rogers,  H.  T 

Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity 

Schaumberg,  Mrs 

Schwabacher,  Henry 

Society  of  St.  Vincert  de  Paul 

Southern  Pacific  Co 

SpofFord,  Mrs.  H.  P 

Steadman,  F.  M 

Thomson's  Glove  Fitting  Corset  Co 
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Thompson,  T.  P 1 

United  Confederate  Veterans 2 

Walter,  A.  H 1 

Wespy,  Prof.  F.  W 37 

Wilson,  Miss  Lucy 2 

Wood,  Miss  A.  M 1 

Zimmerman,  Rev.  L.  M 1 

Total 280 

In  addition  to  these  280  volumes,  2156  pamphlets  were 
given  to  the  library.  Each  of  these  gifts  has  been  duly 
acknowledged  by  the  librarian. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 
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ALBERT  BALDWIN. 


BRANCH  LIBRARIES. 
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A.  P.  HOWARD,  (Napoleon)  JOHN  FITZPATRICK,  (Canal) 


BUILDING. 

JOHN  FITZPATRICK,  Chairman,  ALBERT  BALDWIN, 
MARTIN  BEHRMAN,  A.  P.  HOWARD, 

HENRY  M.  GILL,  Secretary. 


LIBRARIAN. 

HENRY    M.    GILL. 


STAFF. 
MAIN  LIBRARY. 

MRS.   L.   DKSSOMMES.  Aasiatuut  Librarian. 
LIBRARY  ASSISTANTS. 

Ms.   R.   C.   Bonil.  Miss  C.  (iallh'r,  Miss  V.  IL  Kdk-. 

Mrs.  Mflry  (;.  Joiios.  Miss  May  Moran,  Miss  M.   L.   Powt-r. 

Miss  N.   L.  Quaid.  MJss  Naiile  M.  Owen.  Miss  Lhilsy   L.   Drawe. 

MI.SS   E.   M.   (..'olonian,  Miss  M.    M.   Cooper.  MI.ss   Martha    Patrick. 

Miss  Eugpnia   Zrl)al.  Mrs.   A.   Eustls,  MfrA.  M.  L.  Haggerty. 

Miss  A.   M.   Counolly.  Miss   Itose   Scull  in. 

MISS  ESTELLE   PITOT,  Secretary. 

.MISS   ETTA   M.  I'ONNELLY,   Stcnouratthir  nntl  TuueicriUr. 

V.  J.    FLEl'RY,   Clvrk. 

.TAMES   GERMANY.   Prriodit-al  Clerk. 

MISS  (;LAI>YS  WAYNE.  Puffv. 

MISS    H.    P.   NEWMAN.   Pafjt. 

MISS   ANNIE   HEARNS.   Paijv. 

MISS  (iERTRIUE  FLANNACiAN.  Paf/r. 

RirilARO   TIHRMAN,    J-Jngincer. 

WILLIAM    MTRRAY.  Janitor. 

J.    P.    HOG  AN,   Asui^tant  Janitor  anil  Xiffht   Watchman. 

BRANCHES. 

ROYAL  BRANCH. 

MISS  S.   DEYNOODT,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
MISS  JEANNE  BARNETT,  Assistant, 
BERNARD  GALLIANO,  Janitor. 

ALGIERS  BRANCH. 

MRS.  BERTHA  T.  BARRAS,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
MISS  MAY  BARRETT,  Assistant, 
JAS.  GALLAGHER,  Janitor. 

NAPOLEON  BRANCH. 

MISS  ELEANOR  KOPMAN,  Assistant  \n  Charge. 
MISS  M.  E.  MITCHEL,  Assistant. 
FRANK    LAMPRECHT,  Janitor. 

CANAL  BRANCH. 
MISS  KATHERINE  COLLINS,  Assistant  in  Charge- 

MISS  CORINNE  DUPLANTIER,  Assistant. 
LOVE  ADAMS.  Janitor. 


volumes  was  increased  this  year  by  10,978  additions;  5^57 
to  the  Main  Library;  1,475  to  Royal  Branch;  1,322  to  Al- 
giers Branch;  1,459  to  Napoleon  Branch,  and  1,365  to  Canal 
Branch.  Very  few  books  were  worn  out  and  discarded,  the 
total  number  was  about  one  thousand. 

There  were  76,003  persons  who  made  use  of  the  several 
reading  rooms  of  the  Main  Library. 

The  librarian  sent  out  from  his  office  6,150  signed  pieces 
of  mail,  besides  the  usual  mass  of  unsigned  matter. 

Tl  e  woodwork  and  the  exposed  metal  of  the  exterior  of 
the  branches,  except  Canal  Branch,  need  paintinsr.  Tlli 
upper  windows,  the  light  standards  of  the  Main  Libraiy 
also  need  painting  and  the  front  doors  revarnishing.  In 
all  other  respects  I  find  our  buildings  in  excellent  conditioit 

A  large  annex  has  been  added  to  the  rear  portion  of  the 
Main  Library  and  the  shelf  capacity  of  the  Royal  Branch, 
Algiers  Branch  and  Napoleon  Branch  has  been  increased 
about  twenty  per  cent.  The  Staff  numbers  the  same  as  last 
year,  and  includes  the  librarian,  assistant  librarian,  a  corps 
of  twenty-five  library  assistants,  a  secretary,  a  stenog- 
rapher, four  pages,  two  clerks,  a  bookkeeper  and  nine  other 
employees,  or  forty-five  in  all. 

We  have  felt  the  lack  of  money  more  this  year  than  ever 
before.  While  all  of  the  expenses  of  the  annex  were  de- 
frayed from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Carnegie,  many  incidental  ex- 
penses were  incurred  that  had  to  come  from  our  annual  ali- 
mony. I  have  included  the  following  table  in  the  hope  that 
the  comparison  of  New  Orleans  with  six  cities  most 
nearly  approximating  to  it  in  population  will  induce  our 
Commission  Council  to  endeavor  next  year  to  better  provide 
for  us.  I  believe  that  in  justice  to  us  this  comparison 
should  also  be  made  to  show  how  well  we  have  administered 
our  meajL^er  resources  and  have  built  up  and  maintained  a 
circulation  which,  while  not  as  large  as  it  should  be,  still 
lias  ^a-own  steadily  until  it  is  now  ten  times  as  large  as  it 
was  fifteen  years  ago.     If  in  the  next  fifteen  years  its  in- 
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crease  shall  be  only  one-third  as  great  as  that  of  the  past 
decade  and  a  half,  we  may  well  be  satisfied : 

Appropriation 

Cities  Expended  for 

Smaller  Than  Maintenance 

New  Orleans.                      Population  1910.  1912  or  19ia. 

New  Orleans 339,075  $  44,395 

Washingrton,  D.  C 331,069  68,305 

Los  Angeles 319,198  170,133 

Minneapolis 301,408  138,900 

Appropriation 

Cities  Expended  for 

Larger  Than  Maintenance 

New  Orleans.                      Population  1910.  1912  or  1913. 

Milwaukee  373,857  $142,042 

Cincinnati   364,463  165,461 

Newark,  N.  J 347,469  128,750 

The  character  of  our  work  has  differed  so  little  from  that 
of  the  preceding  year  that  a  report  upon  it  must  necessarily 
present  a  familiar  aspect.  Until  the  amount  of  money  al- 
lotted to  the  library  is  increased  this  condition  will  con- 
tinue and  we  shall  be  unable  to  employ  any  new  means  of 
increasing  our  usefulness  or  extending  our  influence.  In 
fact  we  can  do  nothing  to  stimulate  greater  public  interest 
in  the  library  nor  are  we  able  even  to  properly  meet  and 
counteract  the  forces,  influences  and  attractions  that  are 
competing  with  us  so  vigorously  for  the  attention  of  the 
people.  We  need  badly  a  picture  collection,  stereoscopes, 
stereopticon  and  moving  picture  machine.  There  should  be 
at  least  two  paid  story-tellers  so  that  this  part  of  our  work 
could  be  carried  on  regularly  and  the  story  hours  recur 
often  enough  to  sustain  a  constant  interest  in  them.  In  a 
city  of  such  great  distances  as  ours,  it  is  impossible  for  a. 
central  library  and  four  branches  to  reach  the  people  in 
their  need  for  books.  I  believe  that  there  is  no  real  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  meeting  this  great  want  through  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  School  Board.  We  have  at  last  begun  to  realize 
the  frightful  waste  we  have  been  guilty  of  in  closing  up  our 


school  houses  after  class  hours  and  leaving  them  unused 
till  the  next  day ;  millions  of  investment  idle  for  seventeen 
out  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  If  a  room  in  each  of  the 
schools  in  districts  far  removed  from  our  present  branches 
would  be  assigned  to  the  library  and  opened  to  the  public 
after  school  hours,  an  enormous  good  could  be  done  at  a 
minimum  of  cost  both  to  the  schools  and  the  library. 

The  removal  of  the  Boys'  High  School  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Main  Library  has  emphasized  this  latter  matter 
most  strikingly.  The  students  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
city  and  were  active  distributing  agents  in  carrying  books 
to  the  other  members  of  their  family  and  to  their  neighbors. 
The  circulation  of  the  Main  Library  has  decreased  several 
thousand  since  their  removal.  The  new  High  School  build- 
ing, it  is  true,  is  just  across  the  street  from  one  of  our 
branches,  but  the  far  more  limited  choice  of  books  has 
caused  many  of  the  students  and  their  friends  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  borrowing  from  the  library.  The  in- 
crease in  the  circulation  of  the  Canal  Branch  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  High  School  is  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the 
circulation  lost  to  the  Main  Library. 

During  the  year  extensive  alterations  and  additions  were 
made  to  the  Main  Library.  A  large  annex  was  built  in  the 
rear  of  the  building  and  the  book  stacks  transferred  to  it 
from  the  south  wing  of  the  main  building.  The  space  thus 
left  at  our  disposal  was  used  for  the  new  Children's  Room 
on  the  upper  floor  and  for  an  enlarged  newspaper  room  on 
the  ground  floor.  The  Reference  Department  was  also 
moved  to  the  north  wing  and  its  former  quarters  were  pre- 
pared for  the  use  of  the  Juvenile  Department. 

The  present  Juvenile  Room  is  one  of  the  largest,  airiest 
and  brightest  in  this  country. 

The  space  allotted  to  the  new  Reference  Room  is  about 
five  times  as  large  as  that  of  the  old  one,  and  is  a  most  de- 
cided improvement  for  comfort  and  service. 

The  present  Newspaper  Room  is  large,  bright  and  pos- 
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sesses  that  essential  requisite  of  a  Newspaper  Room,  plenty 
of  air.  Its  entrance  is  directly  from  the  street  and  is,  there- 
fore, most  conveniently  situated  for  those  who  use  it. 

The  Catalog  Department  was  moved  downstairs  to  the 
old  Newspaper  Room  in  the  north  end  of  the  building. 
These  many  changes,  requiring  about  six  months  for  their 
completion,  were  made  in  accordance  with  a  carefully  con- 
sidered plan  that  did  not  interfere  in  the  least  with  the  bor- 
rowers or  the  readers  in  the  library.  Every  need  of  the 
public  was  anticipated  and  provided  for;  not  even  was  a 
single  member  of  the  staff  interrupted  in  her  routine  work. 
Some  of  our  readers,  however,  believing  that  they  would  be 
inconvenienced  during  these  changes,  stopped  coming  to  the 
library.  I  regret  to  report  that  a  considerable  number  of 
these  have  never  returned  and  have  been  lost  to  us.  The 
most  remarkable  fact  in  connection  with  this  matter  is  that 
the  greatest  per  cent,  of  these  losses  are  from  the  children's 
department.  We  had  naturally  expected  that  the  large  and 
handsome  room  that  we  had  prepared  for  them  would  have 
largely  increased  their  attendance.  Our  disappointment  has 
consequently  been  great  when  we  found  that  not  only  is  the 
use  of  this  department  not  increased,  but  is  actually  dimin- 
ished by  nearly  four  thousand.  It  must  be  our  chief  under- 
taking in  the  coming  year  to  be  more  active  in  our  work 
with  the  children,  to  secure  more  co-operation  from  the 
schools  and  to  give  more  personal  attention  to  each  bor- 
rower from  the  juvenile  department. 

MAIN  LIBRARY. 

CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  circulating  department  of  the  Main  Library  there 
are  over  seventy  thousand  books  to  which  the  borrowers 
have  free  and  direct  access.  In  fact,  the  entire  library  col- 
lection in  the  Branches  and  in  the  Main  Library  is  on  open 
shelves,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment Documents. 
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I  still  believe  this  plan  to  be  more  expensive  and  less  sat- 
isfactory in  time  and  accuracy  of  service  than  the  closed 
stack  system.  Our  public  have,  however,  so  strongly  urged 
and  plead  for  our  present  plan  that  it  has  been  permanently 
adopted. 

The  attendant  who  is  in  charge  of  the  stacks-haa-her-desk 
at  the  entrance  door  and  spends  most  of  her  time  in  assist- 
ing the  borrowers.  A  larger  stack  force  than  is  usual  is 
provided  to  further  assist  readers,  so  that,  as  far  as  number 
of  employees  in  this  department  can  make  it  so,  our  patrons 
are  well  provided  for.  We  have  never  had  in  this  depart- 
ment two  years  in  which  the  character  of  the  work  was  so 
thoroughly  alike  as  the  work  in  1912  and  1913.  Almost  to 
a  fraction  the  same  percentage  of  books  of  the  same  class 
were  called  for  and  called  for  at  almost  the  same  time  of 
the  year.  There  was,  however,  an  increase  of  about  ten  per 
cent,  in  the  number  of  more  serious  books  read. 

The  Catholic  Schools  published  a  course  of  study  or  list 
of  books  for  the  parallel  reading  of  their  students.  In  co- 
operating with  them  we  purchased  between  fifteen  hundred 
and  two  thousand  books  which,  together  with  the  very  many 
more  titles  of  the  same  character  that  we  already  had,  fur- 
nish their  pupils  an  opportunity  for  study  that  should 
greatly  benefit  both  the  schools  and  the  library. 

In  this  year  the  Public  Schools  also  issued  a  new  course 
of  study  with  many  changes  in  the  books  required  for  the 
supplemental  work  of  the  pupils.  We  have  been  purchasing 
these  books  as  rapidly  as  we  could,  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  until  all  reasonable  demands  can  be  met.  These  changes 
ill  the  course  of  study  are  made  every  four  years  and  are  a 
severe  drain  on  the  small  amount  at  our  disposal  for  the 
purchase  of  books.  Not  only  are  a  large  number  of  titles 
included  in  this  list,  but  the  many  students  who  wish  the 
same  books  at  the  same  time  require  extensive  duplication; 
we  have  had  as  many  as  seventy  recjuests  for  the  same  book 
-n  one  day.  We  would  be  far  better  able  to  aid  the  students 
i!  the  teachers  would,  instead  of  assigning  the  same  book  to 
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the entire  class,  divide  the  class  into  four  groups  and  give 
to  each  section  a  different  title  to  study. 

Each  month,  as  in  past  years,  we  issued  a  special  reading 
list  and  set  these  specially  selected  books  on  particular 
shelves  designated  for  this  purpose.  The  newspaper  is 
scanned  every  day  and,  if  any  event  or  occurrence  of  un- 
usual importance  is  noted,  a  few  books  bearing  on  that  sub- 
ject are  placed  on  special  shelves  and  labels  made  calling 
attention  to  their  purpose.  Both  of  the  above  collections 
are  placed  near  the  Seven  Day  Fiction,  the  new  popular 
novels,  which  makes  certain  that  they  will  not  be  over- 
looked. Near  them  also  are  our  Theatre  Shelves.  In  this 
section  we  put  out  books  relating  to  the  plays  and  more  im- 
portant picture  displays  that  are  acted  or  exhibited  in  our 
city.  These  books  are  collected,  liberally  duplicated  and  put 
out  a  week  in  advance  and  as  they  are  brought  in  from  cir- 
culation returned  to  these  special  shelves  during  the  per- 
formance and  for  a  week  thereafter.  This  latter  collection 
has  proved  very  popular  and  the  quickness  with  which  the 
books  are  withdrawn  and  the  frequent  emptiness  of  the 
shelves  attest  strongly  the  unqualified  success  of  this  plan. 

The  large  entrance  room  through  which  borrowers  must 
pass  to  reach  the  stacks  enables  us  to  make  an  exceptionally 
fine  exhibit  of  our  new  non-fiction  before  it  is  sent  to  the 
stocks.  The  attractiveness  of  the  new  books  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  new  point  of  view  or  a  new  treatment,  at  least, 
of  an  old  subject  in  this  collection  have  contributed  more 
than  any  other  one  cause  to  the  increased  use  of  better 
books. 

The  reading  lists  for  the  year  were : 

January — Famous  fortresses,  castles  and  palaces. 

February — Sports  and  outdoor  life. 

March — Australia  and  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific. 

April — Africa. 

May — Celebrated  women. 

June — Science. 
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July — Army  and  navy  life. 

August — Latin  peoples  of  Europe. 

September — Celtic  peoples  of  Europe. 

October — Scandinavian  peoples  of  Europe. 

November — Slavs  and  their  European  neighbors. 

December — Teutonic  peoples  of  Europe. 

Special  Bulletins  were  also  compiled  on  the  following  sub- 
jects: 

President,  Vice-President  and  Cabinet  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

Lafayette  and  the  American  Revolution. 

Opera. 

Nineteenth  and  twentieth  century  drama. 

The  two  first  lists  were  compiled  to  furnish  material  for 
the  grammar  grade  pupils  who  were  competing  for  essay 
prizes.  These,  therefore,  were  not  exhaustive,  even  of  the 
matter  in  our  library  and  were  simply  utility  lists. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor.  The  bor- 
rower's card  is  issued  for  three  years.  The  library  issues 
an  adult  borrower's  card  and  a  juvenile  borrower's  card» 
giving  to  each  borrower  the  privilege  of  drawing  books  from 
the  Main  Library  and  one  Branch.  There  is  issued  also  a 
deposit  card,  and  a  teacher's  card  permitting  a  teacher  to 
withdraw  and  keep  for  thirty  days  five  books  of  non-fiction 
in  addition  to  the  two  books  taken  out  on  the  regular  card. 
In  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September  there 
is  issued  a  Summer  Card  which  enables  borrowers  who  are 
going  out  of  the  city  to  take  with  them  six  volumes  of  non- 
fiction  and  four  volumes  of  fiction. 

The  most  distressing  feature  of  our  work  is  the  compara- 
tively little  use  made  of  the  library  by  the  teachers  of  this 
city ;  only  about  one-quarter  of  them  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  offered  them  by  the  use  of  teachers* 
cards. 
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The  Board  of  Health  sends  daily  notices  to  this  depart- 
ment of  all  cases  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  in  the 
city. 

There  are  now  in  force  22,417  regular  borrowers'  cards. 
Of  this  number  7,552  were  issued  this  year.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  cards  198  teachers'  cards  were  issued,  and  dur- 
ing the  summer  83  Summer  Cards  were  in  use. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  new  Reference  Room  is  large,  well  lighted  and  com- 
fortable. The  arrangement  of  tables,  shelves  and  stacks  is 
exceedingly  attractive  and  this,  together  with .  the  great 
amount  of  space  allowed  each  reader,  should  increase  the 
use  of  this  department  to  a  considerable  degree. 

There  seems  to  have  been  done  this  year  less  of  class  work 
and  more  of  general  reference  work  and  work  of  a  decidedly 
more  miscellaneous  character.  Each  year  the  problems 
submitted  to  the  reference  attendants  grow  more  difficult 
as  the  student  readers  realize  our  resources  and  begin  to 
employ  them. 

The  usual  year  books,  annuals,  reports  of  societies,  etc., 
were  added  to  our  collection.  Among  the  miscellaneous  ad- 
ditions were  the  following  titles : 

American  Historical  Association. — Union  list  of  collections 
on  European  history  in  American  libraries. 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. — Telephone  statis- 
tics of  the  world. 

Art  of  teaching:  a  color  palette  and  its  use,  ground  laying, 
lustres. 

Baker,  E.  A. — Guide  to  the  best  fiction  in  English. 

Eayley,  Harold. — Lost  language  of  symbolism.     2v. 

Bolivian  Legation. — Information  about  Bolivia. 

Bolk,  P.  J. — History  of  the  people  of  the  Netherlands;  tr. 
by  Ruth  Putnam.  5v. 

Bond,  J.  J. — Handy-bcok  of  rules  and  tables  for  verifying 
dates  with  the  christian  era. 
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Brown,  S.  J.,  ed. — Guide  to  books  on  Ireland. 

California  state  library,  comp. — California  laws  of  interest 

to  women  and  children. 
Cambridge  history  of  English  literature;  ed.  by  A.  Ward 

and  A.  R.  Waller.     6v. 
Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching. — 

Medical  education  in  Europe  ...  by  Abraham  Flexner ; 

introd.  by  H.  S.  Pritchett. 

Medical  education  in  the  United  States  and  Canada . . . 

by  Abraham  Flexner ;  introd.  by  H.  S.  Pritchett. 
Chesman,  Nelson  and  Co. — Newspaper  rate  book. 
Coman,  Katharine. — Economic  beginnings  of  the  far  West: 

how  we  won  the  land  beyond  the  Mississippi.     2v. 
Cooper,  Thompson. — Biographical  dictionary.     2v. 
Dewey,  Melvil. — Decimal  classification  and  relativ  index. 
Ellwood,  G.  M. — English  furniture  and  decoration.     1680- 

1800. 
Fanning,  C.  E. — Selected  articles  on  the  fortification  of  the 

Panama  canal. 
Friedlander,  Ludwig. — Roman  life  and  manners  under  the 

early  empire.     4v. 
Gratacap,  Pope. — Popular  guide  to  minerals. 
Gretton,  R.  H. — Modern  history  of  the  English  people. 
Grimshaw,  John. — People's  medical  guide. 
Grocer's  encyclopedia ;  comp.  by  Artemus  Ward. 
Hackwood,  F.  W. — Good  cheer:  the  romance  of  food  and 

feasting. 
Hall,  G.  S. — Adolescence,  its  psychology  and  its  relations  to 

physiology,  anthropology,  sociology,  sex,  crime,  religion 

and  education.     2v. 
Hart,  H.  H. — Juvenile  court  laws  in  the  United  States. 
Herford,  R.  T. — Christianity  in  Talmud  and  Midrash. 
Holland,  W.  J. — Moth  book,  a  popular  guide  to  a  knowledge 

of  the  moths  of  North  America. 
Holme,  Charles. — Peasant  art  in  Russia. 
Hottenroth,  Frederic. — Costume  . . .  Chez    les    peuples   an- 

ciens  et  modernes.     2v. 
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Hunter,  G.  L. — Tapestries,  their  origin,  history  and  renais- 
sance. 

International  Typographical  Union. — History  of  the  typo- 
graphical union. 

Janet,  Paul,  and  Seailles,  Gabriel. — History  of  the  problems 
of  philosophy,  tr.  Vada  Monahan.     2v. 

Kluchevsky,  V.  O. — History  of  Russia.     2v. 

Lewis,  J.  H.  and  Putney,  A.  H. — Hand-book  of  election  laws. 

Modem  American  tanning. 

Moody,  K.  T. — Index  to  library  reports. 

Morgan,  J.  E. — Selected  articles  on  free  trade  and  protec- 
tion. 

Picard,  Ernest,  and  Teutey,  Louis. — Unpublished  corre- 
spondence of  Napoleon  I. 

New  Orleans. — Commission  form  of  government  for  the 
city  of  New  Orleans.  Act  no.  159,  Senate  bill  no.  206. 
Civic  development :  progress  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
in  ten  years. 

New  Standard  dictonary  of  the  English  language. 

New  York  Times. — Index  . . .  issued  quarterly,     v.  1.     1913. 

Onions,  C.  T. — Shakespeare  glossary. 

Palmer,  T.  G. — Sugar  at  a  glance:  the  influence  of  sugar- 
beet  culture  on  agriculture  and  its  importance  in  rela- 
tion to  national  economics. 

Shelton,  W.  A. — Lakes-to-the-Gulf  deep  waterways. 

Parsons,  Reuben. — Studies  in  church  history.     6v. 
Pastor,  Ludwig. — History  of  the  Popes  from  the  close  of 

the  middle  ages;  ed.  by  F.  L  Antrobus.     lOv. 
Press  reference  library.  Notables  of  the  West. 
Reed,  T.  B.,  and  others,  eds. — Modern  eloquence.     15v. 
Reference  catalogue  of  current  literature.     1913.     3v. 
Schiirer,  Emil. — History  of  the  Jewish  people  in  the  time 

of  Jesus  Christ.     5v. 
Shakespeare,  William. — Julius  Caesar;  ed.  by  H.  H.  Fur- 

ness,  jr. 
Shea,  J.  G. — History  of  the  Catholic  church  in  the  United 

States.     4v. 
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Shepherd,  W.  R. — Historical  atlas. 

Southern  Sociological  Congress. — Call  of  the  New  South; 
ed.  J.  E.  McCulloch. 

Strutt,  Joseph. — Sports  and  pastimes  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. 

Thorpe,  Sir  Edward,  and  others. — Dictionary  of  applied 
chemistry.     5v. 

Trufant,  S.  A. — Early  banking  history:  address  before  N. 
O.  Chapter  Amer.  Institute  of  Bank  Clerks.  May  27, 
1911. 

United  States.  Library  of  Congress. — Records  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Company  of  London.     2v. 

United  States.  Post  Office  department. — Street  directory 
of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  embracing 
letter-carrier  offices  established  to  Apr.  30,  1908. 

Wace,  Henry,  and  Piercy,  W.  C. — Dictionary  of  christian 
biography  and  literature  to  the  end  of  the  sixteenth 
century  A.  D. 

Walsh,  W.  S. — Handy  book  of  curious  information. 

Webb,  W.  M. — Heritage  of  dress,  being  notes  on  the  history 
and  evolution  of  clothes. 

White,  Gleeson. — Children's  books  and  their  illustrators. 

Wright,  Thomas,  comp. — Dictionary  of  obsolete  and  provin- 
cial English.     2v. 
There  are  now  in  the  Reference  Room  9,414  volumes,  in- 
cluding 4,769  indexed  magazines. 

■ 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Newspaper  Room,  which  I  have  already  described, 
shows  by  the  character  of  its  patronage  appreciation  of  the 
great  improvement  over  the  old  one,  and  the  number  of 
those  who  use  it  only  to  pass  the  time  and  for  want  of  some- 
thing else  to  do  is  being  reduced  to  a  very  small  per  cent. 
We  subscribe  to  fifty-six  new^spapers  and  receive  seventeen 
as  gifts,  a  total  of  seventy-three.    All  of  the  New  Orleans 
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papers  are  given  to  the  library  by  their  publishers,  most  of 
them  giving  us  two  copies  of  each  issue. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  newspaper  Room  for  the 
year  was  35,52. 

The  Magazine  Room  is  comfortable,  well  lighted  and  well 
situated.     It  is  supplied  with  329  periodicals  arranged  on 

shelves  and  racks  in  alphabetical  order  so  that  readers  need 
no  assistance  in  finding  what  they  wish  to  read.  The  at- 
tendance m  the  magazine  room  and  general  reading  room 
was  46,360. 

UNITED   STATES,   STATE   AND   LOCAL   DOCUMENTS. 

As  a  United  States  depository  we  received  223  bound  vol- 
umes and  1,539  pamphlets.  Our  Government  Documents 
collection  is  well  arranged,  and,  though  not  catalogued,  an 
intelligent  use  of  the  indexes  and  various  aids  have  enabled 
us  to  promptly  and  satisfactorily  meet  some  two  thousand 
calls  for  their  use. 

We  have  had  the  usual  trouble  in  securing  the  reports  of 
State  and  local  officials  and  boards.  After  a  very  consider- 
able correspondence  we  finally  got  two  bound  volumes  and 
38  pamphlets  of  State  reports,  and  3  bound  volumes  and  4 
pamphlets  of  city  reports.  We  also  secured  8  pamphlet 
reports  of  miscellaneous  public  boards. 

JUVENILE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  splendid  children's  room,  to  obtain  which  so  many 
changes  have  been  made,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  brightest 
that  has  yet  been  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  young  people. 
Its  equipment  is  good,  the  furnishings  are  of  the  best  and 
are  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  its  readers.  The  collection 
of  books  has  been  most  carefully  selected  and  numbers 
8,318.  The  titles  have  been  chosen  for  boys  and  girls  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  and,  considering  the  limit  of  age,  the 
number  of  books  is  almost  large  enough  to  meet  any  reason- 
able demand.     This  department  has  this  year  furnished  a 
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striking  example  of  the  fact  that  results  are  not  always  in- 
dicative of  the  amount  of  labor  that  has  been  done  to  ac- 
complish them.  More  work  has  been  done  than  ever  before, 
more  books  have  been  added,  a  handsomer  and  more  com- 
fortable room  has  been  provided,  more  bulletins  prepared, 
attractive  exhibits  displayed,  stories  told,  but  in  spite  of  all 
of  these  efforts  and  inducements  the  circulation  has  dropped 
nearly  4,000,  only  64,657  books  being  issued  in  the  year. 

The  story-telling  has  been  conducted  as  usual  entirely  by 
volunteers,  most  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Story  Tellers' 
League.  The  ladies  who  have  so  kindly  given  their  services 
are.  Miss  Eleanor  Payne,  Mrs.  A.  Nathans,  Miss  Josephine 
Richardson,  Miss  Ida  Barnett,  Miss  Stella  Heron  and  Miss 
Fanny  Sieferth. 

A  stamp  club  was  formed  among  the  boys  with  a  good 
membership.  This  club  meets  weekly,  and  is  not  only  en- 
thusiastic, but  has  been  doing  serious  and  excellent  work. 
Some  of  its  members  display  a  knowledge  of  their  subject 
that  would  be  a  credit  to  most  of  the  adult  collectors. 

Among  the  younger  girls  a  reading  circle  has  been  organ- 
ized for  the  reading  and  discussing  of  books.  They  also, 
meet  weekly  and  are  very  much  in  earnest. 

The  popular  books  for  the  year  are  chiefly  the  same  that 
have  been  most  in  demand  for  the  past  three  years.  A  few 
that  this  year  grew  into  popularity  with  the  girls  were: 

Montgomery. — Anne  of  green  gables. 
Moses. — Helen  Ormesby. 

Remick. — Jane  Stuart — Twin. 

Dix. — Betty  Bide-at-home. 

Taggart. — Daughters  of  the  little  grey  hou.se. 

Gould. — Felicia. 

Douglas. — A  little  girl  in  old  New  Orleans. 

Sadlior. — Pauline  Archer. 

Smith. — Milly  Aveling. 

Waggamans. — Little  Missy. 

Rankins. — Dandelion  Cottage. 
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Bailey  &  Lewis. — For  the  children's  hour. 
Maud  Lindsay. — Mother  stories. 
Gregory. — Once  upon  a  time. 

The  circulation  of  the  Alcott  books,  which  is  always  good, 
was  multiplied  by  the  acting  of  "Little  Women"' in  one  of 
our  theatres. 

Some  of  the  new  favorites  with  the  boys  are : 

Williams. — Five  yards  to  go. 
Library  Six      Cass  Mar  20 

Quirk. — Fourth  down. 
Brown. — Uncle  David's  boys. 

Father  Finn. — Mostly  boys,  Percy  Wynne,  That  football 
game. 

Graydon. — In  the  days  of  Washington. 

Wilson. — Tad  Sheldon  scout. 

Wilson. — Club  reporter. 

West. — Midshipman  days. 

Copus. — Shadows  lifted,  Tom  Loosely. 

Waggaman. — Capt.  Ted. 

Stoddard. — Red  Mustang. 

Some  of  the  favorite  authors  are,  Beach,  Altsheler,  Ma- 
lone,  Tomlinson. 

Outside  of  novels  the  popular  subjects  were  fairy  tales, 
myths,  legends,  electricity,  carpentry  and  the  lives  of  famous 
Americans. 

The  picture  bulletins  displayed  were,  New  Year's  Day; 
Battle  of  New  Orleans ;  Naval  Bulletins ;  New  Orleans,  old 
and  new;  Carnival;  Valentine  Day;  Washington's  Birthday; 
Woodrow  Wilson;  James  Whitcomb  Riley;  Louisiana  rivers 
and  waterways;  Easter;  April  Fool's  day;  Spring;  Mexico; 
Western  scenes;  Colorado,  Arizona,  California;  John  Mc- 
Donogh;  Birds  every  child  should  know;  July  4th;  July 
14th ;  Travel  Bulletin ;  Vacation  days  are  over ;  School  days 
have  begun;  Columbus;  Verdi's  Centennial;  Hallowe'en;  All 
Saints;  Monuments  and  cemeteries;  Books  old  and  new; 
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Confederate    generals    and    Confederacy;    Thanksgiving; 
Greek  mjrths  and  stories ;  Little  women ;  Xmas  Bulletin. 

The  displays  were:  The  first  Thanksgiving;  Christmas 
in  many  lands. 

For  several  months  in  the  summer  we  ran  a  serial  bulle- 
tin illustrating  the  travels  of  two  girls  and  a  boy, imaginary 
readers  of  the  juvenile  department,  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  go  to  Europe  during  their  vacation.  The  first 
stage  of  the  journey  was  down  the  Mississippi,  through  the 
jetties  and  out  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  This  enabled  us  by 
pictures  and  short  descriptive  notes  put  in  the  form  of  let- 
ters back  home,  to  impress  on  our  young  readers  the  fact 
of  the  wonderful  harbor  that  New  Orleans  possesses,  the 
great  shipping  in  the  river,  the  commerce  of  the  i)ort,  the 
factories  and  other  industrial  enterprises  that  line  either 
bank  of  our  "inland  sea,"  the  agricultural  products  of  the 
lower  part  of  our  State,  and  the  jetties,  the  wonderful  monu- 
nient  to  the  engineering  genius  of  Eads.  The  second  part 
of  the  trip  permitted  us  to  show  the  phenomena  of  nature 
on  the  waters,  sunrises,  storms,  water  spouts,  billows,  cur- 
rents, icebergs,  floating  seaweed,  sea  birds  and  fish.  We 
attempted  to  show  all  the  phases  of  life  at  sea  from  the 
cabin  de  luxe  on  a  liner  to  the  forecastle  on  a  squalid  schoon- 
er, the  mechanism  and  furnishings  of  the  vessels,  work  and 
play  aboard  and  the  different  character  of  the  ships  of  dif- 
ferent lines  and  countries. 

The  travels  in  England  and  on  the  Continent  were  illus- 
trated by  the  usual  pictures  of  familiar  persons,  places  and 
events.  This  bulletin  aroused  so  much  interest  that  it  was 
exhibited  in  the  adult  department  after  it  was  taken  from 
the  children's  room. 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  duties  of  the  Catalogue  Department  include  the  ac- 
cessioning, classifying,    shelf    listing    and    cataloguing  of  • 
books;  their  preparation  for  the  shelves;  ordering  and  ar- 
ranging Library  of  Congress  cards,  and  compiling  and  pub- 


—21— 

lishing  the  Quarterly  Bulletin.  The  head  cataiuguer  still 
continues  her  morning  class  of  instruction  for  her  force,  as 
all  of  our  staff  come  to  us  absolutely  without  any  special 
preparation  for  the  work.  We  are  at  present  even  experi- 
encing great  difficulty  in  inducing  a  sufficient  number  of  our  , 
force  to  learn  the  use  of  the  typewriter. 

The  practice  of  employing  substitutes  for  absentees  has 
been  a  great  relief  to  this  department,  which  formerly  re- 
placed from  its  members  all  of  the  attendants  who  were 
away  from  work. 

In  the  year  10,978  books  were  accessioned  and  catalogued ; 
book  cards  were  written  for  about  30,000  additional  books 
taken  from  the  restrictions  of  the  closed  stack,  and  242  col- 
umns of  printed  matter  prepared  for  the  Quarterly  Bulletin. 

There  were  1,054  books  withdrawn,  820  were  worn  out 
and  discarded.  111  were  lost  but  paid  for,  and  123  lost  and 
not  paid  for.    The  accesioned  gifts  numbered  261. 

BINDING  AND  REPAIRING. 

Our  own  attendants  mend  all  books  that  are  not  suffi- 
ciently damaged  to  send  to  the  binder,  and  they  sew  and  re- 
cover many  of  the  popular  books.  This  year  we  bound  252 
pamphlets,  rebound  825  books,  mended  3,500  others,  and 
sent  1,309  to  the  binder  to  be  rebound  and  520  to  be  bound 
from  sheets. 

STAFF. 

Two  members  of  the  staff,  Miss  Langwith  and  Miss 
O'Shaughnessy,  resigned  to  be  married,  and  were  succeeded 
by  Misses  Barrett  and  ScuUin.  Miss  Cooper  was  transferred 
from  the  Canal  Branch  to  the  Catalogue  Department  of  the 
Main  Library  and  was  replaced  in  charge  of  the  branch  by 
Miss  Collins.  Miss  Kopman  was  away  from  the  Napoleon 
Branch  for  three  months  on  a  sick  leave,  and  Mrs.  Lehman 
substituted  for  that  time. 

The  staff  numbers  the  same  as  last  year  and  with  few 
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exceptions  each  member  is  performing  the  same  duties  as 
those  assigned  to  her  in  the  previous  year. 

HOLroAYS  AND  VACATIONS. 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of 
other  libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  however, 
on  account  of  local  conditions. 

The  library  is  closed  from  1  P.  M.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  A.  M.  the  next  Wednesday.  It  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  Ail  Saints'  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day ;  December  24th,  from  12  M.  to  December 
26th,  9  A.  M.;  December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  January  2d, 
9  A.  M.,  and  at  5  P.  M.  on  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  staff  who  has  worked  in  the  library  for 
the  six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period.  All  days  of 
absence  are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no 
vacation  shall  be  for  less  than  fifteen  days. 

BRANCHES. 

The  books  in  the  branch  libraries  number  34,021.  About 
1,400  volumes  were  added  this  year  to  each  collection.  There 
are  12,321  branch  borrowers,  and  the  total  branch  circula- 
tion was  222,256. 

The  branch  buildings  now  contain  considerably  more 
books  than  it  was  intended  when  they  were  built  that  they 
should  have  allotted  to  them.  It  has  been  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  rearrange  the  furniture  in  three  of  them  and  to  en- 
large their  shelf  capacity.  Most  of  the  work  was  done  in 
the  present  year  and  accounts  for  the  unusually  large  ex- 
penses of  the  branches. 

The  small  cost  of  operating  our  branches,  even  if  alter- 
ations and  repairs  are  included  in  that  account,  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  branch  work  is  done  at  the  Main 
Liibrary  and  only  the  actual  circulation  and  the  repairing 
of  a  few  books  are  the  duties  that  are  performed  by  the 


'I' 


:{  I 


I  ! 

I 


I 


s    I 


I 

it 


—23— 

branch  attendants.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  plan,  which 
leaves  so  much  time  to  the  branch  employees,  will  enable 
them  to  use  that  time  in  building  up  as  full  a  circulation  as 
their  collections  permit. 

The  location  of  the  Canal  and  Napoleon  Branches  near 

•the  high  schools  is  certain  to  cause  *f hem  eventually  to  far 

outstrip  the  two  other  branches.    The  Royal  Branch  is  still, 

in  spite  of  the  advantage  of  these  two  others,  issuing  the 

largest  number  of  books. 

Algiers  has  fallen  sadly  behind  the  others.  In  fact,  its 
circulation  is  just  barely  over  half  that  of  each  of  the  other 
branches.  We  have  tried  to  increase  its  usefulness  by  every 
means  known  in  library  work,  but  without  results.  We  shall 
continue  our  efforts  as  earnestly  as  ever,  and  trust  that 
time  will  bring  about  the  change  that  we  desire. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  growth  of  our  library  for  the  past  several  years  has 
been  so  rapid,  the  circulation  has  so  constantly  and  substan- 
tially increased  that  we  had  begun  to  believe  that  this  would 
continue  indefinitely.  A  library  that  has  more  than  quad- 
rupled its  circulation  in  ten  years  cannot  continue  to  in- 
crease at  that  rate  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a  wonderful 
growth  in  the  city  of  its  domicile  and  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
community  experiencing  general  and  abnormal  interest  in 
education. 

It  will  be  difficult  for  us  without  more  money  to  more 
than  hold  our  own.  An  increased  number  of  readers  brings 
increased  demands  and  new  wants ;  more  books  are  needed, 
books  of  greater  variety  are  required,  the  binder's  bill  is  in- 
creased, additional  employees  become  necessary."  With  the 
wider  range  in  the  character  of  the  borrowers  we  get  more 
of  the  two  extremes,  the  scholarly  reader,  who  demands  of 
the  attendants  special  knowledge  in  the  subjects  that  in- 
terest him,  and  the  uncultured  reader,  who,  with  his  very 
limited  knowledge,  must  be  aided  by  attendants  who  must 
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meet  his  impatience,  touchiness,  timidity  and  helplessness 
with  tact,  a  wide  knowledge  of  people  and  books,  an  intelli- 
gence of  service  and  a  promptness  that  can  come  only  with 
special  training. 

With  a  little  more  help  from  the  Council,  the  same  liberal 
co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Directors  that  we  have  always 
had  in  the  past,  and  a  staff  that  is  conscientious,  willing  and 
cheerful  in  the  performance  of  its  duties,  our  library  need, 
however,  have  no  fear  of  the  future. 

Henry  M.  Gill, 
Librarian. 

February  11th,  1914. 
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THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  JANUARY  9,  1914. 


Receipts. 


To  General  Fund  Balance  from  1912 ^3 .  90 

To  Children's  Room  Fund  Balance  from  1912. .      3,043.43 

City   of   New    Orleans    Appropria- 
tion 1912 $37,500.00 

Interest  on  Deposits 86.87 

Bourbon  Street  Property,  Rent 2,499 .  96 

Sales  Waste  Paper 9.88 

Fines  and  Catalo^rues — 

Main  Library 1,865.18 

Royal  Branch  Library 262.90 

Algiers  Branch  Library 99 .  61 

Napoleon  Branch  Library 319 .  07 

Canal  Branch  Library 273.32 

42,916.79 

$46,004.12 


Expenditures.  i 

Books  $6,100.29 

Periodicals   1,038.03 

Binding 855.11 

Insurance  (Bourbon  St.  property) . .  385.96 

Heating   104.61 

Printing  and  Stationery 1,298 .  01 

Salaries  (Main  Library) 20,935.70 

Children's  Room  Fund 3,043 .  43 

Sundries,  as  follows : 

Gardner,  Main  Libraiy 240 .  00 

Porters'  Salaries 820.00 

Telephone  Service 48.00 

Miscellaneous  Items 2,175.84 

37,044.98 
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Royal  Branch  Library — 

Salaries $1,800.00 

Heating   28.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 47 .  69 

Binding    94.20 

Gardner  48.00 

Miscellaneous  Items 241 .  10 

2,258.99 

Algiers  Branch  Library — 

Salaries    $1,768.15 

Heating    17.60 

Printing  and  Stationery 41.42 

Binding    2.00 

Gardner 48.00 

Miscellaneous  Items 243 .  11 

2,120.28 

Napoleon  Branch  Library — 

Salaries    $1,643.50 

Heating    28.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 51 .  17 

Binding    114.30 

Miscellaneous  Items 191 .  55 

2,028.52 

Canal  Branch  Library — 

Salaries    $1,800.00 

Heating    49.69 

Printing  and  Stationery: 47.76 

Binding    65.76 

Gardner 36.00 

Miscellaneous    Items 108.59 

2,107.64 

Total  Expenditures $45,560.41 

Balance  in  Banks — 

Whitney-Central  National  Bank        $96.63 
N.  0.  National  Bank 347.08 

443.71 

$46,004.12 
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SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND, 


To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund  Balance  from  1912.       $600.29 

To  Interest  on  Ck)nstitutional  Bonds  of  the  City 

of  New  Orleans 1,475.00 


$2,075.29 
Expenditures — Books 1,855.52 


Balance $219.77 

January  9,  1914 — Balance   in    N.   0.    National 

Bank   $219.77 

A.  P.  Howard, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  N.  O.  Public  Library. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  9,  1914. 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1913, 


CENTRAL  LABRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


TABLE  1. 


• 

1 

Central 
Library 

Royal 
Branch 

1 

1 

Algiers         1 
Brancii 

1 

j 

Napoleon 
Branch         ' 

Canal 
Branch 

TotalB 

• 

Home  Use 

Library  Use . . . 

178,632 
46,509 

53,676 
12,109 

25,037 
8,238 

52,658 
8,389 

48,347 
13,808 

358,330 
89,033 

Totals 

225,141 

65,785 

33,275 

61,047 

62,155 

447,403 

ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,  1897-1913. 


TABLE  2. 


1897 


1898 


1899 


1900 


1901 


1902 


1903 


1904 


1903 


43,176  82,551 


93,000    95,055    97,516101,9741107,697 


110,27499,10* 


1906     1907       1908       1909 


1910 


1911 


1912 


1913 


98,749f  97,316  245,559'325.057'350,746  400,397 


472.868 


447.403 
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CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 

1913. 

TABLE  9, 


OQ 

1 

O 


American  Origin 


English  Origin 
German  Origin 
French  Origin . 


Italian  Origin 


Spanish  Origin 


Minor  Languages 


21,292 

11,151 

22,818 

24,134 

10,323 

3,895 

11,131 

8,122 

556 

117 

387 

361 

7,131 

207 

767 

780 

151 

21 

19 

7 

246 

6 

57 

23 

54 

16 

137 

43 

79,395 

33,471 

1,421 

8,885 

198 

332 

250 


Totals 


39,753 


15,413 


35,316 


33,470 


123,952 


CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION,  BRANCHES, 

19i3. 

TABLE  10. 


American  Origin 
English  Origin . . 


German  Origin 
French  Origin. 


Italian  Origin 


Spanish  Origin 


Minor  Languages 


9,274 

1,703 

95 

163 

8 


0 


Totals 111,246    7,181 


5,520 

1,586 

49 

21 


0 


11,029 

1,334 

80 


22 


12,472 


10,232 

1,959 

225 

118 

43 

120 


0 


12,697 


36,055 

6,582 

449 

324 

55 

130 

1 


43,596 


CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,  1913. 

TABLE  11. 


General  Works 

Philosophy  

Ridiffion   

Sociology   

Philology   

Natural  Science  

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts  

Literature 

History,  Travel,  Biography. 

Totals 


2,397 
500 
664 

2,500 
557 


1,104 
1,940 
1,127 
6,147 
5,361 


22,297 


CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  NON-FICTION, 

BRANCHES,  1913. 

TABLE  12. 


Sociology 
Philology 


Natural  Science 


2n 


SB 

on 


General  Works 0 

Philosophy   1 

Religion    608 


0 

15 

385 


4,284  3,144 

I 

0       20 


155:    248 


Useful  Arts  '■    243:    217 


I 


Fine  Arts I    644 


458 


Literature  '    757|1,101 


History,  Travel,  Biography.  1,741 


1,587 


0 

32 

0 

3 

307 

738 

3,693 

4.079 

1 

0 

90 

653 

197 

528 

364 

911 

530 

1.231 

1,463 

1,989 

a 

e 


32 

19 

2,038 

15,200 

21 

1,146 

1,185 

2377 

3,619 

6.780 


Totals 8,433  7,175  6,645 

!  I 


32,417 


'  ■  ' 


,i 


:39-^ 


ANNUAL  CIRCULATION  BRANCHES,  1908-1913. 

TABLE  13, 


1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Totals 


Royal  . . . 
Algiers  . . 
Napoleon 


Canal 


57,080 
37,004 
36,679 


61,632 
29,017 
45,447 


61,381 
32,905 
38,313 


61,566 
37,007 
51,138 
17,929 


65,904 
41,637 
60,099 
61,876 


65,785 
33,275 
61,047 
62,155 


373,348 
210,845 
292,723 
141,960 


CIRCULATION  OF  FICTION  IN  CENTRAL  LIBRARY 
AND  BRANCHES  BY  LANGUAGES,  1913. 

TABLE  14. 

American  Origin 216,438 

English  Origin 75,819 

German  Origin 3,993 

French  Origin 15,266 

Italian  Origin 493 

Spanish  Origin 948 

Minor  Languages 942 

Total 313,899 


CIRCULATION  OF  NON-FICTION  IN  MAIN  UBRARY 

AND  BRANCHES,  1913. 

TABLE  15. 

General  Works 10,053 

Philosophy 2,213 

Religion 5,906 

Sociology 34,258 

Philology  2,800 

Natural  Science 5,851 

Useful  Arts 7,575 

Pine  Arts 8,186 

Literature  , 25,336 

History,  Travel,  Biography 31,326 

Total 133,504 
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NEWSPAPERS  AND  MAGAZINES 


RECEIVED  BY  THE 

* 

New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

SUBSCRIPTION. 

1914. 

Atlanta  Constitution. 

Baltimore  Sun. 

Birmingham  Age-Herald. 

Boston  Evening  Transcript. 

Buffalo  Ck)urier. 

Charleston  News  &  Courier. 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 

Cincinnati  Enquirer. 

Cleveland  Plain  Dealer., 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News. 

Dallas  Morning  News. 

DesMoines  News. 

Detroit  Free  Press. 

El  Paso  Times. 

Galveston  Daily  News. 

Indianapolis  Star. 

Jackson  (Miss.)  News. 

Jackson  (Miss.)  Clarion-Ledger. 

Jacksonville  Times-Union. 

Kansas  City  Star. 

Kolnische  Zeitung. 

Lake  Charles  Daily  American  Press. 

Little  Rock  Arkansas  Gazette. 


LfOndon  Daily  Times. 

LfOs  Angeles  Examiner. 

Louisville  Courier  Journal. 

Memphis  Commercial  Appeal. 

Milwaukee  News. 

Minneapolis  Tribune. 

Mobile  Register. 

Montgomery  Advertiser. 

Monroe  News  Star. 

Montreal  Star. 

Nashville  Tennessean. 

New  York  Courier  des  Etats-Unis. 

New  York  Times. 

New  York  Herald. 

Omaha  News. 

Paris  Figaro. 

Portland  Morning  Oregonian. 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 

Pittsburgh  Post. 

Richmond  Times  Dispatch. 

San  Antonio  Express. 

San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

St.  Louis  Republic. 

Savannah  Morning  News. 

Springfield  Daily  Republican. 

Seattle  Times. 

Shreveport  Times. 

State  Times  Advocate. 

Topeka  Capital. 

Toronto  Globe. 

Shreveport  Journal. 

Washington  Post. 

GIFTS. 

Australasian  (Melbourne). 
Christian  Science  Monitor. 
Daily  Item. 


Daily  Picayune. 
Daily  States. 
Deseret  Daily  News. 
Italo  Americano. 
Jewish  Ledger. 
Jewish  Tribune. 
Morning  Star. 
New  Deutsche  Zeitung. 
New  Orleans  Bee. 
Observer. 
Presbyterian. 
Sydney  Mail. 
Times  Democrat. 
United  Labor  Journal. 


MAGAZINES. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
1914. 

A.  L.  A.  Booklist. 

Advertising  and  Selling. 

Ainslee's  Magazine. 

America,  a  Catholic  review  of  the  week. 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect. 

American  Banker. 

American  Boy. 

American  Catholic  Quarterly. 

American  Chemical  Journal. 

American  City. 
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Cummulative  Book  Index. 
Current  Opinion. 
Delineator. 
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Dramatic  Mirror. 

Dramatist. 
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Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

Lectures  Pour  Tous. 
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Library  Journal. 
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Little  Folks  Cassino. 
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Lutheran  Quarterly. 

Lyceum  Magazine. 

McClure's  Magazine. 
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Manual  Training  Magazine. 
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Medical  Brief. 
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Methodist  Review. 

Milk  Reporter. 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 

■ 

Monetary  Record. 

Motion  Picture  News  Weekly. 

Motor. 

Motor  Age. 

Moving  Picture  World. 

Municipal  Engineering. 

Municipal  Journal. 

Munsey's  Magazine. 

Musician. 

Musical  Courier. 

Nation. 

National  Geographic  Magazine. 

National  Municipal  Review. 

Nautical  Gazette. 

Neale's  Magazine. 

New  York  Times  Index. 

Nineteenth  Century  and  After. 

North  American  Review. 

Official  Guide  of  the  Railways  of  the  United 

States. 
Open  Court. 
Out  Door  Life. 
Outing  Magazine. 
Outlook  American. 
Outlook  English. 
Overland  Monthly. 
Pall  Mall. 

Pearson's  Magazine. 
Pedagogical  Seminary. 


Pernin's  Stenosrrapher. 
Petaluma  Weekly. 
Photo  Play  Author. 
Photographic  Times. 
Physical  Culture. 
Pitmans'  Journal. 
Plant  World. 

Trade  Journal. 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 
Popular  Astronomy. 
Popular  Mechanics. 
Popular  Science  Monthly. 
Poultry  Review. 
Power. 

Power  Wagon. 
Primary  Education. 
Farmer. 
Clinic. 
Public. 

Public  Libraries. 
Publishers'  Weekly. 
Puck. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics. 
Quarterly  Review. 
Railway  Age  Gazette. 

Railway  Age  Gazette    and    American    En- 
gineer. 
Readers'  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature. 
Readers'  Guide  Supplement. 
Review  and  Expositor, 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 
Revue  Politique  et  Litteraire. 
Rice  Journal  and  Southern  Farmer. 
Rough  Notes, 
Rudder. 


Saint  Nicholas. 

Saturday  Evening  Post. 

School  Arts  Magazine. 

School  Review. 

Science. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

Sewanee  Review. 

Single  Tax  Review. 

Smart  Styl^ 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly. 

South  American. 

Southern  Banker. 

Southern  Fruit  Grower. 

Southern  Lumberman. 

Southern  Poultry  Journal. 

Southern  Tobacco  Journal. 

Southwest. 

Sphere. 

Story  Tellers  Magazine. 

Strand. 

Survey. 

Teachers  College  Record. 

Teachers  Monographs. 

Technical  World. 

Textile  World  Record. 

Theatre. 

Travel. 

Uber  Land  und  Meer. 

United  States  Official  Postal  Guide. 

Violin  World. 

Vocational  Education. 

Vogue. 

Waterways  and  Commerce. 

Westminster  Review. 

Wide  World  Magazine. 


Windsor  Magazine. 
Woodworker. 
World's  Work. 
Writer's  Magazine. 
Youth's  Companion. 

GIFTS. 

Aeronautics. 

Alumni  Bulletin,  University  of  Virginia. 

Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith. 

Benziger  Magazine. 

Bill  Board. 

Bulletin  American  Iron  and  Steel  Industry. 

Colliery  Engineer. 

Catholic  Churchman. 

Chicago  Banker. 

Christian  Science  Journal. 

Christian  Science  Sentinel. 

Club  Woman's  Magazine. 

Commercial  Law  League  of  America. 

Concrete  and  Cement  Age. 

Congressional  Record. 

Cuba  Review. 

Eastern  and  Western  Review. 

Extension. 

Filipino  People. 

Gregg  Writer. 

Harvest  World. 

Household  Journal  and  Floral  Life. 

Jersey  Bulletin  and  Dairy  World. 

Journal  of  Association  of  Engineers  Society. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Journal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical 

Society. 
Ladies  Review. 
L'Athenee  Louisianais. 
Latin-America. 


Louisiana  Planter. 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  Bulletin. 

Matilda  Zeigler  Ma^razine. 

Mercurio. 

Modem  Farming. 

National  Civic  Federation  Review. 

National  Farmer. 

National  Humane  Review. 

New  Citizen. 

Kewcomb  Arcade. 

New  England  Conservatory.  Review. 

New  Orleans  Lumber  Trade  Journal. 

Oysterman  and  Fisherman. 

Pan  American  Magazine. 

Pan  American  Union. 

Panama  Canal  Record. 

Pittman's  Journal. 

Scranton  Board  of  Trade  and  Engineering 

Journal. 
Sign  of  the  Times. 
Southern  Buck. 
Southern  Lutheran. 
Spirit  of  the  Missions. 
Stuffed  Club. 
Sunset  the  Pacific. 
Technology  Architectural  Review. 
Texas  and  Pacific  Monthly. 
Theosophical  Path. 
Trade  Index. 
Trucker  and  Farmer. 
True  Woodman. 
Tulane  Graduate  Magazine. 
Vermonter. 
Waste  Trade  Journal. 
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DONORS. 

BOUND  VOLUMES. 

Alabama  State  Dept.  of  Archives  and  history 2 

Alexander,  Mrs.  S.  H. 1 

American  Bankers'  Assoc.  Executive  Committee -..    1 

American  Irish  Historical  Society „.    2 

Anonymous  2 

Baker,  Mrs.  E. 3 

Baldwin,  Mr.  Albert 

Behrman,  Hon.  Martin,  Mayor 

Bible  Training  School „.. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

Bridge,  H. 

Bureau  of  Railway  News  and  Statistics 

Butte,  George  C 

California  State  Library >.. 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace „.. 

Chaloner,  J.  A. ^ 

Hyams,  Mrs.  Chapman  H.,  Jr 

Chappie  Publishing  Co. 

Chase,  W.  E 

Commonwealth  Home  Builders — 

Craighead,  Edwin 

Curteau,  Mrs.  M.  L ^ 

Darling,  Mrs.  Richard -. 

Debar,  Joseph  -- 

De  Leon,  E.  W ».. 

Favre,  Miss  Mabel - 

Gauche,   Joseph : — 

Graham,  Mrs. ^. 


H&rt    H^    O  1 

Holy  Name  Society  of  Algiers 2 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society - ^  1 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library - _  1 

Katz,  Mrs.  Adolph ,. 102 

Kerr,  Charles^ 1 

Kopman,  Miss  Eelanor 6 

Lelong,  Mrs.  P.  A 3 

Los  Angeles  Celebration  Committee „ 1 

Los  Angeles  Examiner ^ — ^ ^  1 

Louisiana,  Secretary  of  State ~^  2 

McClurgA  Co „ ^ 3 

Miles,  Richard  H ^  13 

kelson  On^iman  &  i^o*.^ „. — .  i 

New  Orleans  Assoc,  of  Commerce ^ 2 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Education 2 

New  Orleans  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 1 

New  Orleans  Typographical  Union .^ 5 

Newark  Board  of  Trade 1 

Noblom,  Mr.  P.  L 18 

Nott,  Miss  E 11 

Nott,  Mr.  Geo 6 

Nott,  Miss  K 4 

Pan-American  Union 2 

Pitman,  Sir  Isaac  and  Sons 1 

Putnam,  G.  P.  &  Son /. 1 

San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Skeel,  Mrs.  Roswell 1 

Slack,  Rev.  W.  S 19 

Stallcup,  John  C 1 

Sumners  College 1 

Sutherland,  Mrs.  Julia 3 

Trufant,  S.  A 1 

United  Confederate  Veterans 2 

United  States  Conservation  Commission 1 

United  States  Government 1 

United  States  Military  Academy 1 

United  States  Naval  Academy 1 


United  States  Post  Office  Department 3 

WfkiQ    MrQ    ^    M  ^1 

Wilson,  H.  P 1 

Wood,  Miss  Annie s. 3 

Zimmeimann,  Miss . 1 

Total   377 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1914-1915. 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen — In  April  the  library  will  complete  its 
twentieth  year  of  useful  service  to  the  people  of  New 
Orleans.  Twenty  years  ago  its  one  circulating  and  one 
reading  departments  occupied  a  part  of  the  upper  floor  of 
one  of  our  court  buildings;  to-day  the  system  includes  a 
Main  Building,  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  country,  with 
circulating,  reference,  children's  and  three  reading  depart- 
ments and  Ave  Branches  each  serving  both  children  and 
adults.  Several  of  the  present  meihbers  have  been  on  the 
Board  from  its  beginning  and  it  must  be  a  great  pleasure  to 
note  the  progress  of  the  institution  they  have  been  so  long 
connected  with  and  for  whose  advance  they  are  responsible. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  Public  Library,  which  was  consti- 
tuted by  the  consolidation  of  The  Fisk  Free,  The  Lyceum 
and  The  Mechanics  Institute  Libraries,  began  with  a  collec- 
tion of  about  thirty  thousand  books  and  its  circulation  for 
the  first  year  and  three-quarters  was  43,176.  The  number 
of  books  in  the  library  at  the  end  of  the  year  1915  was 
144,638  and  the  circulation  was  495,-504. 

So  firm  is  my  faith  in  the  future  of  the  branches  that  I 
have,  perhaps,  given  to  them  more  than  their  share  of 
books.  For  the  last  five  years  each  branch  has  averaged  the 
addition  to  its  collection  of  a  thousand  volumes  every  year. 
There  are  now  in  the  Main  Library,  99,219;  in  Royal 
Branch,  11,108;  in  Algiers  Branch,  9,507;  in  Napoleon 
Branch,  9,455;  in  Canal  Branch,  9,700,  and  in  the  newly 
opened  branch  for  colored  people,  5,649  volumes. 

The  circulation  for  the  Main  Library  was,  in  1915; 
238,786,  or  13,645  more  than  last  year ;  Royal  Branch  issued 


74,160,  an  increase  of  1,967;  Algiers  Branch  issued  39,528^ 
an  increase  of  2,439;  Napoleon  Branch  issued  77,761*  an 
increase  of  2  J44 ;  Canal  Branch  issued  65,269,  a  decrease  of 
5,972.  This  tabulation  of  statistics  shows  that  the  increase 
at  the  Main  Library  is  steady,  that  of  the  Branches,  Napo- 
leon is  the  most  active  with  Royal  close  behind ;  that  Algiers 
is  improving  slowly  and  that  Canal  is  the  only  department 
that  is  going  backward. 

The  addition  of  books  in  the  two  years  numbers  20,118, 
the  number  of  books  worn  out  or  lost  has  been  2,337,  of 
these  266  have  been  paid  for. 

Our  several  reading  rooms  have  been  used  by  173,802 
people. 

The  Librarian's  outgoing  mail  has  included  12,586  signed 
pieces  in  addition  to  the  circulars  and  packages. 

The  reports  for  the  two  years  1914  and  1915  have  been 
combined  as  a  matter  of  economy.  The  library,  already 
running  on  an  amount  less  than  one-half  of  that  appropri- 
ated for  any  other  library  its  size,  was  confronted,  last  year, 
with  the  necessity  of  providing  nearly  five  thousand  dollars 
additional  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the  pur- 
chase and  installation  of  a  sufficient  number  of  books  to 
warrant  the  opening  of  the  Dryades  Branch.  Suspending 
the  publication  of  the  annual  report  was  one  of  the  many 
means  resorted  to  in  order  to  secure  the  required  amount 

Report  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  made  on  the  condition 
of  the  library  buildings  and  grounds  and  as  these  reports 
will  show  everything  would  be  in  fairly  good  condition 
except  for  the  damage  done  by  the  storm  of  September, 
1915.  A  detailed  statement  of  these  damages  has  been  filed. 
with  the  City  Engineer  and  the  necessary  repairs  are  beinff 
made,  through  his  office,  by  the  special  department  created 
to  look  after  storm  damage  to  public  buildings. 

The  woodwork  and  metal  work  of  all  buildings  badly 
need  paint. 

Dr.  Holt  and  Mr.  Baker  of  the  New  Orleans  Tree  Conunis- 
sion,  improved  the  appearance  of  our  grounds  by  planting 
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ten  camphor  trees.  Among  the  gifts  to  the  library  was  that 
of  the  Music  Teachers'  Association.  Their  donation  of  sheet 
music  added  materially  to  our  sadly  small  collection. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  use  of  the  Auditorium  is  grow- 
ing less  every  year  and  last  year  it  was  hardly  used  at  alL 
I  hope  the  Board  will  consent  to  granting  fixed  dates 
throughout  the  year  to  associations  and  societies,  so  that 
they  shall  not  have  to  ask  each  time  for  the  use  of  the  hall. 

Each  year  the  Board  settles  on  the  holidays  for  the  year 
and  then  during  the  year  these  are  augmented  by  holidays 
announced  at  the  last  minute.  It  has,  perhaps,  not  occurred 
to  the  Board  that  this  is  a  great  hardship  for  the  public. 
No  proper  notice  can  be  given  and  hundreds  of  borrowers 
have  useless  and  expensive  trips  to  the  libraries  only  to 
find  them  closed. 

We  have,  through  the  courtesy  and  with  the  aid  of  Super- 
intendent Gwinn  and  the  principals  and  teachers  of  the 
Normal  and  the  High  Schools,  done  much  work  to  make  the 
library  more  useful  to  the  schools.  We  have  included  in  this 
work  the  conducting  of  classes  for  the  pupils  that  will 
enable  them  to  use  satisfactorily  every  department  of  our 
library.  I  have  attended  meetings  of  the  grade  teachers 
and  have  sought  their  assistance  in  bringing  the  library 
to  the  attention  of  the  grammar  grade  students.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  return  the  courtesy  of  the  school  officials  by 
assisting  them  in  the  ''Stay  in  School  Campaign,"  and 
have  spoken  in  all  parts  of  the  city  in  furtherance  of  this 
work. 

In  March,  1915,  the  library  suffered  a  great  loss  through 
the  death  of  Albert  Baldwin,  Jr.,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board.  His  business  ability  had  made  his  services  of  much 
value  to  the  library  and  his  courteous  and  kindly  manners 
had  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  affection  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  succeeded  on  the  Board  by  his  brother,  Harry 
F.  Baldwin. 


MAIN   LIBRARY. 


CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 


An  unusual  amount  of  work  has,  recently,  been  done  in 
this  department  with  Study  and  Literary  Clubs.  The  re- 
sults have  amply  warranted  the  time  and  labor  given.  The 
subjects  that  have  attracted  the  especial  attention  of  readers 
were  "Vocational  Education/'  Vocational  Guidance/'  'The 
European  War/'  ''Book-keeping  and  Accounting/'  "Theos- 
ophy/'  "New  Thought/'  and  "Social  Work." 

The  reading  lists  that  were  printed  in  the  Quarterly 
Bulletin  were  "Woman  and  Her  Home/'  "Imaginary  Lands," 
"Cities  and  Institutions/'  "Vikings,  Privateers  and  Pirates," 
"The  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Century  Drama,"  "Chris- 
tian Science,  Spiritualism,  New  Thought,  Theosophy  and 
Ocultism,"  "Capitals  of  Europe,"  "Rivers  of  the  World," 
"Woman  in  Business  and  Politics,"  "Country  Life/'  "How 
to  Build  and  Furnish  a  Home,"  "Warring  States  of  Europe 
and  The  Neutral  States  Under  Arms,"  "Out^f-the-Way 
Places,"  "Self  Sacrifice,"  "Newspapers  and  Newspapor 
Stories,"  "Social  Work  and  Workers,"  "Questions  of  the 
Day,"  "Automobile  Tours,"  "Modes  of  Travel,"  "Photojday 
and  Photoplay  Plots,"  "Vocational  Guidance  and  Choice  of 
An  Occupation,"  "Agriculture,  Commerce  and  Industry  of 
the  World,"  and  "Heroes  and  Heroines  of  Peace."  The  lists 
compiled  for  special  purpose  and  not  printed  were  ''Good 
Stories  to  Read  Aloud,"  "Cheerful  Stories,"  "Battle  of  New 
Orleans,"  "Peace,"  "Battles  of  the  Civil  War,"  'Xiquor  and 
the  Liquor  Question,"  "Sixteenth  Century  Painters/'  "Maps 
Most  Frequently  Called  For,"  "Book-keeping,  Accounting 
and  Cost  Keeping,"  "Theatre  in  New  Orleans."  The  study 
club  lists  that  were  most  used  were  "Europe  in  the  Twen- 
tieth Century,"  "European  Colonies,"  "India  and  the  Jewish 
Chatauqua  Course/' 

Two  of  the  most  successful  book  exhibits  were  The  Li- 
brary of  the  Advertising  Association  of  America  and  the 
New  York  State  Library  selection  of  the  Best  Books  of  1914. 


The  addition  of  four  pages  to  this  department  makes  work 
there  light  enough  to  permit  of  its  being  done  thoroughly 
and  with  great  efficiency. 

The  "open  shelf'  system  is  still  continued  for  all  of  the 
books  in  the  circulating  department  and  the  public  has  free 
access  to  the  entire  collection,  numbering  more  than  seventy 
thousand. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  reference  room  contains  10,634  volumes,  of  these 
5,272  are  indexed  magazines.  In  the  last  two  years  1,220 
volumes  have  been  added. 

The  additions  to  the  collection  have  been  chiefly  histories, 
political  science  and  debates. 

The  number  of  reference  students  averages  about  16,500 
per  year. 

JUVENILE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  7,979  books  of  this  department  are  selected  for  boys 
and  girls  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  There  are  about  1,600 
borrowers  and  the  circulation  for  the  last  two  years  has 
averaged  55,000  a  year. 

The  usual  means  of  interesting  young  people  in  read- 
ing are  employed;  about  forty  picture  bulletins  and  read- 
ing lists  are  posted  each  year ;  exhibits  are  prepared ;  liter- 
ary and  book  puzzles  are  devised  to  amuse  and  instruct; 
clubs  have  been  tried ;  the  schools  are  visited ;  the  co-opera* 
tion  and  aid  of  the  teachers  is  sought.  The  story  hour  was 
a  very  important  feature  of  the  work  for  a  long  time,  but 
as  our  story  tellers  were  all  volunteers  we  could  not  con- 
tinue indefinitely  calling  on  the  services  of  these  unselfish 
helpers  and  were  compelled,  reluctantly,  to  discontinue  this 
branch  of  our  endeavors. 

We  are  here  sadly  handicapped  by  having  no  one  who  has 
been  trained  for  work  in  this  department.    A  very  thor- 
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ough  course  of  training  is  required  in  order  to  accompliah 
anything  like  good  results,  and  no  amount  of  willingness 
and  earnestness  will  make  up  for  lack  of  technical  knowl- 
edge. 

CATALOG  DEPABTMENT. 

In  this  section  of  the  library,  20,118  books  have  been 
classified,  accessioned,  self  listed,  cataloged  and  prepared 
for  the  shelves;  the  Quarterly  Bulletin  has  been  prepared 
and  the  catalog  has  been  expanded  and  amplified. 

There  were  2,337  books  withdrawn,  of  these  266  were  lost 
but  paid  for,  76  were  lost  and  not  paid  for,  and  1,995  were 
worn  out. 

Our  donations  for  these  two  years  have  been  much 
larger  than  usual,  the  number  of  volumes  received  running 
up  to  2,390. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  of  preparing  for  the  new  branch 
naturally  fell  upon  this  department. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Newspaper  Room  is  always  one  of  the  well-patro- 
nized departments  of  the  libray.  We  subscribe  to  61  papers 
and  receive  21  as  gifts. 

The  European  papers  have,  of  course,  been  read  far 
oftener  than  they  usually  were.  Since  the  large  number  of 
Mexican  refugees  have  come  to  the  city  there  has  begun  a 
call  for  Cuban  and  Mexican  papers.  The  readers  of  news- 
papers number  72,420. 

The  Magazine  Room  is  conveniently  situated  next  to  the 
general  reading  room  and  we  will  soon  be  forced,  because 
of  the  large  number  of  magazine  readers,  to  encroach  con- 
siderably upon  the  space  of  its  neighbor.  We  receive, 
through  subscription  or  gift,  367  magazines. 

There  were  in  the  last  two  years  65,201  magazine  readers. 
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UNITED  STATES,  STATE  AND  LOCAL  DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT. 

As  a  United  States  depository  we  received  344  bound 
volumes  and  3,593  pamphlets.  Our  Government  document 
collection  includes  some  10,000  bound  volumes.  They  are 
well  arranged  and  well  used,  we  have  been  able  to  furnish 
the  information  sought  in  an  average  of  1,400  calls  each 
year. 

We  always  have  much  trouble  in  securing  the  reports  of 
State  and  local  officials  and  boards.  After  the  usual  re- 
peated efforts,  we  secured  4  volumes  of  State  documents 
and  224  State  pamphlets,  and  1  bound  volume  of  city  re- 
ports and  10  pamphlets.  We  also  received  11  reports  from 
miscellaneous  boards. 

BINDING  AND  BEPAIRING. 

The  mending  department  endeavors  to  rebind  all  seven- 
day  books  and  most  of  the  very  popular  books.  The  aver- 
age number  rebound  is  800,  last  year  the  number  was  in- 
creased to  1,100.  Between  200  and  250  pamphlets  are  annu- 
ally bound  and  last  year  3,987  books  were  mended.  In  the 
last  two  years  we  have  had  bound  from  sheets  777  books 
and  had  rebound  3,627  volumes. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

The  registration  department  sees  to  the  issuance  of  all 
borrowers'  cards,  tabulates  all  statistics,  and  carries  on  all 
of  the  correspondence  of  the  library. 

In  1915  there  were  issued  7,253  cards,  of  this  number, 
162  were  Teacher's  Cards  and  113  were  Summer  Cards. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22,296  borrowers  hold- 
ing cards  enabling  them  to  make  use  of  the  library. 

STAFF. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1914  we  lost,  through  death,  Mrs. 
Bond,  the  oldest  member  of  the  staff.  She  had  not  only 
worked  in  the  library  since  its  establishment,  but  came  to 


-US  from  the  old  Fisk  Library.  She  was  a  faithful  and  con- 
scientious employee  and  was  much  esteemed  and  loved  by 
the  entire  force.  In  the  same  year  Mrs.  Euatis  resigned 
and  the  two  vacancies  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Mrs.  Lehman  and  Miss  Wayne.  In  1915  Miss  Duplantier 
rsigrned  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Paillet. 

The  two  young  colored  women  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  Dryades  Branch  were  Miss  Delia  Allen  and  Miss 
Adelia  Trent. 

I  can  not  state  too  strongly  the  disadvantage  under  which 
we  are  working  with  a  staff,  no  member  of  which  has  had 
systematic  training  for  library  work.  A  far  graver  con- 
dition than  this,  however,  presents  itself  as  the  result  of 
making  the  standard  of  requirements  for  admission  to 
library  work  as  low  as  we  have.  It  is  not  fair  to  either  the 
public  or  to  our  employees  themselves  if  we  shall  here- 
after accept  on  the  staff  ladies  who  have  had  hardly  more 
than  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  and  expect  them  to  do 
the  work  that  must  be  required  of  them  in  a  library. 

HOLroAYS  AND  VACATIONS. 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of 
other  libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  how- 
ever, on  account  of  local  conditions. 

The  library  is  closed  from  1  P.  M.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  A.  M.  the  next  Wednesday.  It  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints'  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day ;  December  24th,  from  12  M.  to  Decem- 
ber 26th,  9  A.  M. ;  December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  Januaiy 
2d,  9  A.  M.,  and  at  5  P.  M.  on  the  evening  of  Momus 
parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  staff  who  has  worked  in  the  library  for 
the  six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period.  All  days  of 
absence  are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no 
vacation  shall  be  for  less  than  fifteen  days. 


BRANCHES. 

All  of  the  branches  report  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
use  of  non-fiction  and  an  advance  in  the  grade  of  non-fiction 
that  is  being  read,  the  oldest  of  the  branches  is  eight  years 
of  age  and  the  youngest  is  just  half  that  many  months. 
The  branches,  except  Dryades,  average  nearly  10,000  books 
and  have  each  about  2,970  borrowers.  The  conditions  that 
control  Algiers  are  so  different  from  those  tiiat  obtain  ia 
the  case  of  the  other  branches  that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  make 
a  comparison.  The  average  circulation  of  the  three,  Royals- 
Napoleon  and  Canal  is  73,000. 

Dryades  Branch  was  opened  in  the  latter  part  of  October^ 
1915.  It  has  taken  the  balance  of  the  year  to  get  it  fairly 
into  operation,  and  I  have  included  no  statistics  from  it  in 
this  report. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  growth  of  our  library  has  been  rapid  and  constant, 
but  this  must  not  lead  us  to  tiie  conclusion  that  we  can  ex- 
pect a  continuance  of  this  advance  in  the  face  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  confront  us.  The  distances  in  our  city  are  so 
great  that  I  fear  our  five  libraries  are  reaching  with  their 
influences  nearly  all  of  the  people  that  we  can  expect  to 
make  use  of  their  advantages.  There  is  a  strong  need  for 
the  establishment,  at  once,  of  five  small  branch  buildings 
at  widely  scattered  points  in  the  city.  I  believe  that  the 
money  for  the  building  of  these  branches  could  be  secured 
and  a  plan  of  operation  evolved,  so  reasonable  in  its  cost 
that  the  Commission  Council  would  readily  assume  the 
slight  increase  of  library  expense.  The  buildings  could  be 
simple,  one-story  structures  and  built  on  inexpensive  sites. 
By  the  elimination  of  all  table  space,  except  for  the  use  of 
dictionaries,  encylopedias  and  a  few  other  simple  reference 
books  the  size  of  the  buildings  could  be  considerably  less 
than  our  present  branch  buildings.  One  attendant  could 
meet  the  demands  of  the  work  and  when  the  circulation. 


built  up  sufflcient  to  warrant  it,  a  page  could  be  assigned 
to  assist  her.  The  building  need  be  open  only  a  part  of  the 
day  and  every  other  night.  I  strongly  advise  an  earnest 
effort  to  carry  this  suggestion  into  effect.  Our  library 
must  come,  as  most  large  libraries  already  have,  and  all 
soon  will,  to  have  a  system  of  interchange  of  books  from 
the  main  library  to  branches  and  from  branch  to  branch. 
With  this  system  once  established  these  smaller  branches 
could  circulate  almost  as  many  books  as  our  large  branches 
are  now  doing.  The  hope  of  our  library  for  future  growth 
lies  almost  exclusively  in  multiplying  the  agencies  for  the 
distribution  of  books,  and,  realizing  our  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing money,  I  recommend  this  branch  plan  as  the  means 
of  an  increase  of  opportunity  that  can  be  secured  at  a 
minimum  of  cost. 

We  are  operating  on  less  than  one-half  the  amount  of 
money  that  is  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  any 
other  library  in  a  city  the  size  of  New  Orleans,  and  each 
year  this  difference,  to  our  disadvantage,  is  growing 
greater.  Each  year  it  becomes  more  and  more  difficult  to 
continue  our  work  successfully.  In  a  mercantile  business 
every  increase  in  the  number  of  customers  should  mean  an 
increase  of  profit,  while  with  us  every  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  patrons  or  every  increase  in  the  demands  of  patrons 
means  an  increase  of  expenses.  If,  therefore,  we  show  any 
increase  in  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  during  the 
coming  year,  it  will  be  done  only  by  the  willingness  of  the 
library  corps  to  assume  a  greater  burden  of  work  than 
heretofore  and  to  cheerfully  meet  a  heavier  tax  on  their 
services.  This  can  be  done  with  the  enthusiasm  which 
flows  from  pride  in  one's  work  and  a  devotion  to  its  pur- 
poses and  calls.  I  trust  that  our  staff  will  be  animated  by 
such  creditable  feelings,  and  I  hope  that  at  no  distant  day 
their  reward  will  be  commensurate  with  their  merit. 

Henry  M.  Gill, 
Librarian. 
February  9th,  1916. 


THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  JANUARY  9,  1915. 


Receipts. 

To  General  Fund  Balance  from  1918 f44S.71 

City   of   New   Orleans   Appropria- 
tion  1914    $87,500.00 

Interest  on  Deposits 95.87 

Bourbon  Street  Property,  Rent 2,499.96 

Sales  Waste  Paper 10.67 

Fines  and  Catalogues — 

Main  Library   1,967.79 

Royal  Branch    295.96 

Algiers  Branch   122.80 

Napoleon  Branch    344.88 

Canal  Branch 817.28 


$43,154.71 


$43,598.42 


EXPENDITUBES. 

Books $7,249.51 

Periodicals    1,142.53 

Binding   1,085.28 

Heating  154.15 

Printing  and  Stationery 1,180.08 

Salaries   21,201.10 

Sundries  as  follows : 

Gardener,  Main  Library 240.00 

Telephone  Service 48.00 

Porters'  Service 1,040.00 

Miscellaneous  Items 1,453.74 


34,794.39 


Royal  Branch  Libraby — 

Salaries   $1,800.00 

Heating  63.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 68.88 

.   Binding  104.06 

General   Expenses,   Miscellaneous 

Items   848.68 

$2^64.41 

Algiers  Branch  Library — 

Salaries   $1,680.00 

Heating  27.60 

Printing  and  Stationery 46.71 

Binding   .60 

General   Expenses,    Miscellaneous 

Expenses 199.16 

1,968.86 

Napoleon  Branch  Library — 

Salaries   $1,762.76 

Heating  48.76 

Printing  and  Stationery 60.86 

Binding   148.80 

General   Expenses,   Miscellaneous 

Items   106.66 

2.112.81 

Canal  Branch  Library — 

Salaries   $1,766.00 

Heating  49.60 

Printing  and  Stationery 52.80 

General  Expenses,  Miscellaneous 

Items   174.67 

Binding   126.06 

2.166.W 

Total  Expenditures $48^82^9 

Balance  in  Banks — 

Whitney-Central  Bank $166.97 

N.  0.  National  Bank 60.06 

216.08 

$48»698.« 
New  Orleans,  La.,  January  9, 1916. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY— SIMON  HERN- 

SHEIM  FUND. 

To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund  Balance  from  1913 .        $219.77 

To  Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City 
of  New  Orleans 1,476.00 


$1,695.77 


Expenditures— Books   1,569.76 


Balance   $126.01 

January  9,  1915— Balance  in  N.  O.  National 

Bank   126.01 

A.  P.  HOWABD, 

Secretary-Treasurer  N.  O.  Pvblic  Library. 
New  Oiieans,  La.,  January  9, 1915. 


THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  JANUARY  10,  1916. 


Receipts. 

To  General  Fund  Balance  from  1914 I216.0S 

City   of   New   Orleans   Appropria- 
tion  1914 $37,600.00 

Interest  on  Deposits 18.88 

Bourbon  Street  Property,  Rent. . . .       2,499.96 
Sales  Waste  Paper 22.95 

Fines  and  Catalogues — 

Main  Library 1,972.21 

Royal  Branch 269.69 

Algiers  Branch   116.66 

Napoleon  Branch 366.69 

Canal  Branch 276.61 

Dryades  Branch 1.67 

4S»048.07 

$4S»269.10 

EXPENOrrURES. 

Books $6,287.68 

Periodicals    1,117.03 

Binding   1,161.64 

Heating  162.41 

Printing  and  Stationery 692.47 

Salaries   21,386.66 

Sundries,  as  follows : 

Gardner,  Main  Library 240.00 

Telephone  Service 48.00 

Porters'  Salaries 1,023.96 

Miscellaneous  Items 1,264.98 

$83,25471 
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Royal  Branch  LraRABY — 

Salaries   $1,884.96 

Heating  46.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 48.36 

Binding  129.89 

General  Expenses 207.88 

ALGIERS  Branch  Library—' 

Salaries   ?1,789.05 

Heating  59.80 

Printing  and  Stationery 48.87 

General  Expenses 209.87 

Napoleon  Branch  Library — 

Salaries   »1,854.65 

Heating  41.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 55.69 

Binding 196.47 

General  Expenses 112.47 

CANAL  Branch  Library— 

Salaries    fl,884.55 

Heating   58.50 

Printing  and  Stationery 50.14 

Binding   117.44 

General   Expenses 196.12 

Dryades  Branch  Libraby — 

Salaries    v385.35 

Heating   41.00 

Genera]  Expenses 87.10 

Printing  and  Stationery 20.60 


$2,816.68 


2,107.09 


BALANCE  IN  Banks— 
Whitney-Central  National  Bank. .       $384.02 
N.  O.  National  Bank 95.62 


479.64 


New  Orieans,  La.,  January  10, 1916. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY— SIMON  HERN- 

SHEIM  FUND. 


To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund  Balance  from  1914 .        $126.01 

To  Interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City 
of  New  Orleans 1,476.00 

$1,602.01 
Expenditures — Books   1,456.62 

Balance 145.39 

January  10,  1916 — Balance  in  N.  O.  National 

Bank    145.39 

A.  P.  Howard, 
Secretary'Treaaurer,  N.  O.  Public  Library. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  10,  1916. 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1915. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Table  1. 


Central 
Library 

Royal 
Branch 

1 

1 

Algiers 
Branch         j 

1 

1 

i 
Napoleon 

Branch 

Canal 
Branch 

1 
1 

Totals 

Home  Use 

Library  Use 

200,507 
38,279 

63,903 
10,257 

35,526 
3,972 

67,051 
10,710 

52,926 
12,273 

420,213 
75,489 

Totals  

238,786 

74,160 

39,528 

77,761 

65,269 

495,702 

ANNUAL  CIRCULATION,  1897-1915. 

Table  2. 


1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

43,176 

82,551 

93,000 

95,055 

97,516 

101,974 

107,697 

1904 
110,274 

1905 
99,100 

1906 
98,749 

1907 
97,316 

1908 
245,559 

1909 
325,057 

1910 
350,746 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

400.397 

472,868 

447,403 

488,411 

495,604 

CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION  CENTRAL  LIBRARY 

1914 :  117,784. 


CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY,  1915. 

Table  3-A. 


cd 
9 

cd 


a 

u 


u 


s 


c 

B 
S 


9 


American  Orisrin. 
English  Origin. . . 
German  Origin . . 
French  Origin . . . 
Italian  Origin  — 
Spanish  Origin . . 
Minor  Languages 


6,587 

3,099 

243 

418 

12 

79 

73 


6,487 

2,880 

220 

516 

15 

63 

69 


Totals 


10,511 


10,250 


7,242 

3,463 

276 

544 

53 

56 

82 


6,729 

3,109 

243 

507 

32 

59 

110 


11,716 


10,789 


6,862 

2,987 

202 

493 

26 

48 

95 


10,713 


6,285 

2,820 

239 

474 

22i 

50! 

89 


6,113 

2,82t 

202 

4011 

14 

6S 

lis 


9,979 


9,735 


Table  3-B. 


.a 

U 

1 

a 

5: 

B 

s 

JO 

3 
< 

GQ 

O 

^ 

a 

o 

American  Origin 
English  Origin.. 
German  Origin. 
French  Origin . . 
Italian  Origin . . . 
Spanish  Origin. 
Minor  Languages 


6,304 

2,789 

213 

450 

24 

65 

87 


5,460 

2,507 

160 

482 

21 

31 

63 


5,146 

2,321 

144 

416 

14 

29 

57 


Totals 


9.932 


8,714 


8,127 


5,707 

2,644 

219 

424 

26 

27 

76 


5,061 

2,338 

197 

421 

10 

39 

76 


73,975 

33.783 

2,558 

5,545 

269 

611 

990 


•  •• 


•  • 







•  ■  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  •■ 


9,123 


8,142 


117,781 


.  •• 


•  •■ 


CIRCULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY, 

1914:  33,768. 


CIRCXJLATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY, 

1915. 

Table  4-A. 


1 

February 

March 

1 

>> 

June 
July 

American  Origin . . 
English  Origin  — 

German  Origin 

French  Origin 

Italian  Origin 

Spanish  Origin . . . 
Minor  Languages. 

2,626 

471 

27 

29 

3 

2 

0 

3,158 

2,283 

389 

19 

28 

0 

2 

0 

2,608 

482 

16 

23 

3 

2 

0 

2,463 

364 

12 

19 

1 

3 

0 

2,470 

369 

18 

12 

2 

1 

0 

2,594 

504 

25 

17 

4 

2 

0 

2,877 

406 

10 

36 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

2,721 

3,134 

2,862 

2,872 

3,146 

3,329 

Table  4-B. 


m 
< 

a 

o 

o, 

4) 
CD 

o 
u 
O 

B 

s 

5: 

u 
o 

s 

u 

CO 

o 

American  Origin .. . 

English  Origin 

German  Origin 

French  Origin 

Italian  Origin 

Spanish  Origin 

Minor  Languages. 

2,574 

360 

21 

29 

1 

1 

0 

1,936 
282 
12 
9 
7 
0 
0 

1,914 

282 

14 

26 

5 

1 

0 

1,932 
346 
5 
28 
5 
0 
0 

1,791 

264 

11 

17 

0 

1 

0 

28,068 

4,519 

190 

272 

31 

16 

0 

Totals 

2,986 

2,246 

2,242 

2,316 

2,084 

33,096 

CIRCULATION  OF  FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY,  1906-19R 
Table  6- A. 


Table  5-b. 

1909 

1908 

1907 

190S 

1906 

American  Origin . . . 

English  Origin 

German  Origin 

Frencli  Origin  

Italian  Origin  .... 

Spanish  Origin 

Minor  Languages. . . 

85,927 

39,586 

3,406 

7,947 

284 

350 

631 

55,532 

24,662 

2,187 

5,553 

251 

235 

397 

46,696 

21,801 

1,780 

4,964 

296 

115 

485 

48,280 

22,814 

2,842 

6,896 

127 

218 

38S 

60,942 

27,968 

2,780 

7,06S 

66 

181 

441 

'.'.'.'...■ 

Totals   

138.130 

88,817    76,136 

1 

81,0691  89,420 



JLATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION.  CENTRAL  LIBRARY, 

1914:  59,886. 


JLATION  OF  ADULT  NON-FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY, 

1916. 

Table  6-A. 


OS 


.a 


I 


a 


S 


I 


il  Works 

Dphy 

)n   

>gy  . . , 

>gy 

i\  Science  . . . 

Arts  

irts 

ture 

y,  Travel,  Bi- 

phy 

>tals  


662 

682 

787 

692 

677 

422 

208 

270 

330 

289 

236 

217 

231 

210 

279 

210 

217 

194 

719 

792 

842 

848 

641 

651 

219 

256 

260 

179 

193 

176 

316 

255 

334 

369 

401 

307 

514 

492 

658 

599 

550 

447 

350 

335 

470 

428 

338 

269 

1,509 

1,252 

1,656 

1.344 

1,416 

1,051 

1,686 

1,311 

1,723 

1,510 

1,416 

1,164 

343 
231 
202 
615 
174 
258 
489 
315 
821 

946 


I 


6,414 


I 


5,855 


I 


7,339 


4.878 


I 

I 


4,394 


Table  6-6. 


OB 


S 
IS. 

9 
QQ 


o 

a 

O 


u 

9 

I 

I 


9 

s 
S 


U  Works 

)phy 

in  

«y  

«y 

d  Science  . . . 

Arts  

Lrta 

:ure 

f.  Travel,  Bi- 

phy 

itals  


496 
218 
183 
662 
164 
198 
610 
378 
860 

944 


4,696 


479 
190 
179 
635 
164 
306 
448 
369 
809 

912 


4,481 


464 
183 
245 
593 
169 
261 
426 
320 
1,007 

1.093 


4,761 


530 
262 
228 
690 
216 
366 
633 
389 
1,264 

1,260 


5,828 


566 
224 
173 
689 
167 
312 
629 
860 
1,311 

1,275 


6,296 


6,799 
2,850 
2,551 
8,377 
2,337 
3,683 
6,296 
4,291 
14,280 

16,230 


66,698 


CmCULATIOK  OF  JUVENILE  NON-FICTION,  CENTRAL  li 
4;  21,983. 


CIRCULATION  OF 


BRARY,  1916. 
Table  7-A. 


ON,  CENTRAL  U- 


February 

1 

1 

1 

1     J 

General  Works  .... 

0 
0 
98 
887 
0 
145 
189 
120 
216 

416 

0 
0 
73 
666 
0 
117 
167 
131 
251 

381 

0 
1 

108 
797 
0 
126 
209 
202 
318 

397 

0 
0 
81 
699 
0 
147 
172 
126 
249 

371 

0 
0 
70 
698 
0 
123 
132 
158 
344 

423 

1 
01       t 
Oi       1 
117       31 

921    m 

0        1 

Sociology   

Philology          . .    . . 

Natural  Science  . . . 

Useful  Arts  

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History.  Travel,  Bi- 
ography   

133       71 
1431     IM 
1611     1« 
244i     ^ 

1 
353!     311 

i  _ 

Totals  

1 
2,071    1,7761  2,167 
1 

1            1 
1,845    1,9481  2,0721  1.8II 
1          !      _ 

—27— 


[RCULATION  OF  NON-FICTION,  CENTRAL  LIBRARY,  1905- 

1914. 

Table  8-A. 


1915 


1914 


1913 


1912 


1911 


1910 


sneral  Works 

lUosophy  

ilisrion   

ciology 

lilology 

itural  Science 

lef ul  Arts 

ne  Arts  

terature  

story,  Travel,  Biogrraphy 

Totals 


6,800 

2,869 

3,482 

16,963 

2,337 

4,992 

8,090 

5,850 

17,340 

19,236 


6,755 

2,493 

3,146 

15,919 

2,594 

4,370 

6,078 

5,093 

16,239 

18,632 


7,624 

1,694 

3,204 

16,558 

2,222 

3,601 

4,450 

4,682 

15,570 

19,185 


7,846 

1,375 

2,882 

17,216 

1,863 

3,460 

4,135 

4,628 

16,092 

18,881 


9,406 

1,197 

2,964 

12,777 

1,867 

2,820 

3,830 

3,772 

14,330 

19,656 


9,930 
1,403 
2,407 
9,975 
1,585 
2,687 
3,224 
3,231 
10,745 
16,584 


87,959 


81,319 


78,790 


78,378 


72,442 


60,771 


Table  8-B. 


1909 


1908 


1907 


1906 


1905 


neral  Works 

ilosophy 

ligion 

Biology 

ilology 

.tural  Science 

ef ul  Arts  

le  Arts 

«rature  

story.  Travel,  Biography 

Totals 


6,806 
932 
1,901 
9,306 
1,209 
2,234 
2,640 
2,473 
9,952 
13,378 


3,549 

728 

887 

3,618 

636 

1,570 

1,600 

1,268 

6.102 

6,019 


2,796 

576 

668 

2,484 

689 

1,253 

1,345 

994 

5,602 

4,866 


4,184 
661 
616 

1,396 
183 
746 
987 
811 

3,830 

4,277 


2,510 

746 

822 

1,378 

270 

1,045 

1,039 

1,034 

4,823 

6,613 


60,831 


26.997 


21,180 


7,690 


20,180 


CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES,  1914: 142,401 


CIRCULATION  OF  ADULT  FICTION,  BRANCHES,  1915. 

Table  9. 


IS 


a 

P 


11 


0 


American  Origin 
English  Origin  . 


German  Origin 
French  Origin  . 
Italian  Origin  . 
Spanish  Origin 


Minor  Languages 


Totals 


24,943 

14,143 

1 

28,812 

25,928 

10.304 

5,679 

13,481 

7,675 

466 

188 

722 

213 

7,037 

360 

1,024 

724 

193 

16 

43 

6 

302 

4 

4 

18 

26 

31 

192 

43 

9iJ» 
37,00 

9,145 


142,50 


LATION  OF  JUVENILE   FICTION,   BRANCHES,   1914: 

49,649. 


lULATION  OF  JUVENILE  FICTION,  BRANCHES,  191R 

Table  10. 


D  Origin 
Origin 


I  Origin 
Origin  , 
Origin. 
{  Origin 


^nguages 


d 

Royal 
Branch 

Algiers 
Branch 

Napolec 
Branch 

Canal 
Branch 

12,697 

6,921 

14,978 

10,361 

2,139 

2,049 

1,736 

1,632 

87 

232 

93 

139 

232 

123 

66 

124 

9 

16 

11 

20 

2 

19 

4 

41 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1 


43,967 

7,666 

551 

635 

66 

66 

6 


tab 


16,167 


8,366 


16,878 


12,317 


62,727 


.  4 


1 

.1 


At' 


i 

\    .. 


2 

o 

a 

a 

< 

n 

•k 

o 

u 
•J 

< 
< 


CO 

S 


1 

519,701 
287,402 
446,601 
278,470 

O   00   rH  a> 
CO   01   CO   ^ 
rH    lO    t*    Ol 

•k       »       *       ak 

^   0>   t*   lO 
b-   CO   b-   CO 

^ 
O) 

CO    OJ    b-    irH 
O)    00    rH    ^ 

rH    O    O    Ol 

•k          Ck          *          Ok 

01    b-    lO    irH 

b-   CO   b-   t* 

CO 

kc   kC   b*   lO 
00   t*   -^   lO 
t*    01    O    iH 

•k       ak       ak       ak 

lO    CO    rH    Ol 
CO   00   CO   CO 

09 

Tf   b-   O)   CO 
O   CO   O)   t« 
O)   CO   O   00 

■I       ak       Bk       ak 

lO    rH    O    1-1 
CO   ^   CO   CO 

O) 

CO   t^   00   O^ 

s  s  s  s 

ak       ak       ak       ak 

rH    b-    rH    t* 
CO   CO   lO   «H 

o 

rH    lO    00 
00    O    rH 
00   O)   CO 

ak       ak       ak       - 

rH    OJ    00 
CO   CO   CO 

O 

OJ   b-   t* 

CO    rH    Tf 
CO   O   "Tf 

ak       Bk       ak       * 

rH    OJ    lO 
CO   01   Tf 

1908 

O    Tf    OJ 
00   O   b- 
O   O   CO 

ak       ak       ak       ■ 

t*   t*   CO 

lO   CO   CO 

•        •        •        • 

•  •       • 

•  • 

S     8 

1  -s  1 1 

«    -^    ^    c;> 

^4 


Circulation  of  Non-Fiction  in  Main  Library  and 

Branches,  1914 144,806 


CIRCULATION  OF  NON-FICTION  IN  MAIN  LIBRARY 

AND  BRANCHES,  1915. 

TABLE  16. 

General  Works 9,700 

Philosophy 8,897 

Religion '. .  7,156 

Sociolofiry 86,821 

Philology   8,4ffi 

Natural  Science 7,506 

Useful  Arts 12^21 

I 

Fine  Arts 9,697 

Literature  28,829 

History,  Travel,  Biography 31,684 

Total 149,868 
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ACCESSIONS,  1906-1916. 
TABLE  17-A. 


t 

s. 


a 

o 


Is 


hs 


to 


H3 


Is 


I. 


January . . 
February . 
March  . . . 
April  .... 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 
October  . . 
November. 
December. 


604 

31 

636 

1,067 

966 

629 

520 

21 

541 

944 

1,200 

634 

1,120 

9 

1,129 

1,267 

1,066 

670 

1,100 

19 

1,119 

1,112 

1,024 

660 

892 

11 

903 

786 

1,086 

611 

1,036 

18 

1,054 

376 

781 

690 

236 

44 

280 

878 

300 

464 

811 

21 

832 

646 

489 

444 

676 

165 

740 

954 

804 

482 

795 

82 

877 

628 

1,049 

1,021 

663 

37 

700 

703 

1,122 

979 

1,118 

182 

1,300 

648 

1,143 

1,131 

9,470 

640 

10,110 

10,008 

10,978 

8,206 

420 
989 
789 
678 

1,378 

1,345 
899 

1,217 
485 

1,223 
810 

1,010 


Total. 


11,093 


TABLE  17-B. 


Totals 
1»10 

1»0» 

Totals 
1908 

Totals 
1907 

Totals 
1906 

Totals 
1905 

January . 
Februarj 
March  . . 
April  . . , 

May 

June 

July 

August . 
Septembi 
October  , 
Novembe 
Decembe 

»  • 

r. 

»  • 
1  • 
1  • 
1  • 
1  • 
»  • 

er 

ft  • 

T. 

r. 

297 

317 
768 
313 
678 
534 
501 
208 
592 
639 
351 
681 

297 
822 
345 
321 
418 
453 
331 
273 
266 
552 
222 
238 

2,038 
906 
641 
844 
748 
622 
418 
363 
331 
202 
607 

1,236 

218 

296 

223 

811 

172 

261 

641 

2,162 

834 

1,189 

2,845 

8,006 

106 
180 
108 
342 
240 

80 
288 

98 
264 
237 
139 
118 

660 
360 
240 
370 
340 
246 
278 
106 
240 
680 
444 
200 

•  a  •  .  .  » 

.  •  ...  * 
.  .  .  ••  • 

•  •  .  •  •  • 

Total... 

5,779 

4,038 

8,955 

12,148 

2,124 

3,921 

—87— 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS  ACCESSIONED, 

1905-1915. 

TABLE  18-A. 


General  Works . . 

Philosophy 

RelUrion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  Science.. 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

Travel 

Biography 

History 

Fiction 

Totals 


1915 


318 
158 
429 
971 
101 
242 

1,103 
378 

1,165 
433 
531 
648 

3,633 


1914 


1913 


1912 


1911 


10,110 


431 
226 
368 
889 
159 
287 
483 
538 
999 
472 
907 
559 
3,690 


10,008 


341 
235 
418 
987 
92 
367 
522 
367 

1,223 
437 
368 
598 

5,023 


10,978 


384 

70 

130 

675 

38 

90 

269 

102 

1,595 

244 

251 

373 

3,974 


441 
80 
219 
572 
76 
231 
283 
225 

1,625 
300 
318 
564 

6,159 


8,205 


11.093 


1910 


305 

63 

113 

590 

72 

139 

214 

166 

598 

191 

254 

298 

2,776 


5,779 


TABLE  18-B. 


1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

173 
31 
34 

135 
13 
39 
87 
25 

144 

1905 

General  Works . . 

Philosophy 

Reli^rion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  Science. . 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

Travel 

290 

17 

34 

211 

11 

21 

71 

40 

286 

158 

121 

255 

2,523 

543 

48 

89 

380 

95 

180 

279 

98 

1,081 

228 

373 

438 

5,123 

370 

74 

161 

817 

63 

365 

399 

266 

909 

439 

539 

820 

6,926 

125 
73 
112 
267 
55 
183 
170 
184 
422 

Biography 

History 

Fiction 

290 
1,153 

631 
1.749 

Totals 

4,038 

8,955 

12,148 

2,124 

3.921 

CO  p 

BO 


13 


1-^ 


PQO 
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CQ 
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ATTENDANCE  OF  READERS  IN  REFERENCE,  READING  AND 

NEWSPAPER  ROOMS,  1914:  84,104. 


ATTENDANCE  OF  READERS  IN  REFERENCE.  READING  AND 

NEWSPAPER  ROOMS,  1907-1916. 

TABLE  20-A. 


WfflDAVS 


SUWAVS 


TOTAL 


Reference  and 
ReadinfRoonu 


Newspaper 
Room 


Reference  and 
ReadlafRoonu 


Newspaper 
Room 


I9IS 


January  . 
February 
March  . . . 

April 

May  

June 

July   

Aufirust  . . 

September 
October  . , 
November 
December 

Total. 


5,079 
5,634 
6,254 
3,674 
3,834 
3.364 
3,164 
3,115 
3,745 
3,027 
3,696 
4,421 


2,849 
2,607 
3,148 
2,431 
2,917 
2,885 
3,353 
2,979 
2,636 
2,851 
3,012 
3,610 


48,997 


36,178 


309 
292 
264 
143 
267 
165 
132 
199 
166 
294 
249 
199 


320 
226 
253 
150 
276 
210 
157 
294 
235 
279 
239 
205 


8,667 
8,760 
9,919 
6,898 
7,294 
6,614 
6,806 
6,687 
6,782 
6,461 
7,196 
8,386 


2,680 


2,844 


89,699 


TABLE  20-B. 


TOTAL 


1914 

8,844 
7,933 
8,872 
6,967 
6,990 
4,942 
4,649 
6,781 
6,147 
6,968 
7,887 
8,134 

1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

January  — 
February   . . 

March 

April 

May 

June  

July 

August 

September  .. 

October  

November  . . 
December  . . 

8,852 
9,229 
8,007 
7,337 
6,419 
6,636 
5,753 
5,819 
5,675 
5,796 
6,122 
7,368 

10,932 
10,294 
10,499 
7,458 
6,564 
6,033 
6.306 
6,525 
5,162 
7,006 
7,611 
8,090 

11,631 
9,664 

10,571 
6,615 
6,661 
5,074 
5,488 
6,685 
6,967 
7,376 
8,372 
8,948 

9,417 
9,211 
7,264 
6,767 
6,300 
6,364 
6,542 
7,137 
7,646 
8,531 
9,003 
10,317 

10,289 
8,924 

10,379 
7,882 
7,288 
6,493 
6,790 
6,047 
5,181 
6,984 
6.533 
8,087 

7,412 
6,659 
6,108 
5,420 
5,234 
4,226 
4,106 
4,035 
3,983 
3,812 
8,075 
9,260 

5,337 
5,104 
4,576 
4,214 
3,586 
3,411 
2,082 
3,071 
2,086 
3,751 
4,705 
5.799 

Totals. . . 

84,104 

81.812 

91,480 

92,932 

92,389 

89,877 

68,330 

47,672 
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NEWSPAPERS  AND  MAGAZINES 


RECEIVED  BY  THE 


New  Orleans  Public  Library 


NEWSPAPERS 

SUBSCRIPTION 
1916. 

Atlanta  Constitution. 

BaltinM)re  Sun. 

Baton  Rouge  Times  Advocate. 

Berliner  Tageblatt. 

Birmingham  Age-Herald. 

Boston  Evening  Transcript. 

Buffalo  Courier. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 

Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 

Cincinnati   Enquirer. 

Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

Cuba. 

Dallas  Morning  News. 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News. 

Des  Moines  News. 

Detroit  Free  Press. 

El  Paso  Times. 

Frankfuter  Zeitung. 

Galveston  Daily  News. 

Indianapolis  Star. 

Jackson  (Mississippi)  Clarion  Ledger. 

Jackson  (Mississippi)  News. 


Jacksonville  Times  Union. 

Kansas  City  Star. 

Kansas  City  Times. 

Lake  Charles  Daily  American  Press. 

La  Tribuna. 

Little  Rock  Arkansas  Gazette. 

Los  Angeles  Examiner. 

Louisville  Courier  JoumaL 

Memphis  Commercial  Appeal. 

MUwaukee  News. 

Minneapolis  Tribune. 

Mobile  Register. 

Montgomery  Advertiser. 

Monroe  News  Star. 

Montreal  Star. 

Nashville  Tennessean. 

New  York  Courier  des  Etats-Unis. 

New  York  Herald. 

New  York  Times. 

Omaha  News. 

Paris  Figaro. 

Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 

Pittsburg  Post 

Portland  Oregonian. 

Richmond  Times  Dispatch. 

St.  Louis  Republic. 

San  Antonio  Express. 

San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

Savannah  Morning  News. 

Seattle  Times. 

Shreveport  Journal. 

Shreveport  Times. 

Springfield  Daily  Republican. 

Times  (London),  Daily. 

Topeka  Capital. 

Toronto  Globe. 

Washington  Post 


GIFTS. 

Christian  Science  Monitor. 
Continental  Times. 
Daily  Item. 
Daily  States. 
Deseret  Daily  News. 
Italo  Americano. 
Jewish  Ledger. 
Jewish  Tribune. 
Morning  Star. 
New  Deutsche  Zeitung. 
New  Orleans  American. 
New  Orleans  Bee. 
Presb)rterian  of  the  South. 
Times-Picayune. 
United  Labor  Journal. 
Woman's  National  Weekly. 


MAGAZINES. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

1916. 

A.  L.  A.  Booklist 

Advertising  and  Selling. 

Ainslee's  Magazine. 

America,  a  Catholic  Review  of  the  Week. 

American  Contractor. 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect. 

American  Banker. 

American  Boy. 

American  Business. 

American  Catholic  Quarterly  Review. 

American  City. 

American  Economic  Review. 


American  Exporter. 

American  Federationist. 

American  Forestry. 

American  Grocer. 

American  Historical  Review. 

American  Industries. 

American  Institute  of  Elec.  Engineers ;  Proceedings. 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers. 

Amercian  Journal  of  Sociology. 

American  Journal  of  Theology. 

American  Kennel  Gazette. 

American  Machinist. 

American  Magazine. 

American  Naturalist. 

American  Photography. 

American  Political  Science  Review. 

American  Review  of  Reviews. 

American  Scandinavian  Review. 

American  School  Board  Journal. 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers;  Proceedings. 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Enigneers. 

Annalist. 

Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Policital  and 

Social  Science. 
Architectural  Record. 
Architecture  and  Building. 
Army  and  Navy  Register. 
Art  in  America. 
Arts  and  Decoration. 
Athanaeum. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 
Auk. 

Automobile. 
Biblical  World. 
Bird-Lore. 

Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright 
Blackwood's  Magaxine. 


BoolanaiL 

Book  News  Monthly. 
Book  Review  Digest. 
Boy's  Life. 

Bulletin  of  Bibtiography. 
BasincsB  Journal. 
Canadian  Magaziiie. 

library  of  Pittdnir^  BttUetin. 
Cassell's  Little  Folks. 
Catholic  World. 
Century. 
Chicago  Produce  News. 

Bulletin. 
Christian  Work  and  the  Erangfjist. 


Collier's  Weekly. 

America. 

Concrete. 

Veteran. 
Review. 
Comhill  Magazine. 
Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 
Cotton. 

Cotton  and  Cotton  Oil  News. 
Cotton  Seed  Oil  Magazine. 
Country  Life  in  America. 
Craftsman. 

Cumulative  Book  Index. 
Current  Opinion. 
Ddineator. 
Deutsche  Rundschau. 
Dial. 

Domestic  Engineering. 
Drama. 


Dramatic  Mirror. 

Geology. 
Review. 
Editor. 

Editor  Journalist  and  Publisher. 
Education. 

Foundations. 

Review, 
oumal. 
Electrical  Review  and  Western  Electrician. 
Electrical  World. 

School  Journal. 

Magazine. 

and  Mining  Journal. 

News. 

Record. 
News. 
Etude. 

Everybody's  Magazine. 
Export  JS»iWM!i  Industries. 

Farm  and  Ranch. 

Field  and  Stream. 

Fine  Arts  Journal. 

Fliegende  Blatter, 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Fortnightly  Review. 

Forum. 

Foundry. 

Furniture  Trade  Review. 

Garden  Magazine. 


Gas  Power. 

Good  Housekeeping. 
Good  Roads  Magazine. 


Graphic. 

Gulf  Coast  Record. 

Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  Magazine. 

Harper's  Weekly. 

Health  Culture. 

Hearsts  Magazine. 

Heating  and  Ventilating. 

Hibbert  Journal. 

History  Teachers  Magazine. 

Home  Needlework  Magazine. 

Horseless  Age. 

House  and  Garden. 

House  Beautiful. 

ce  and  Refrigeration. 

lustracion  Espanola  y  Americana. 

llustrated  London  News. 

llustrated  World. 

llustration. 

llustrazione  Italiana. 

llustrirte  Zeitung. 

nformation. 

ndependent. 

ndependent  Merchant. 

ndustrial  Arts  Index. 

nsurance  Field.   (Casualty.) 

nsurance  Field.   (Fire.) 

nsurance  Field.   (Life.) 

nsurance  Observer. 

ntemational  Journal  of  Ethics. 

nternational  Marine  Engineering. 

ntemational  Socialist  Review. 

nternational  Studio. 
Jewish  Quarterly  Review. 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Historial  ai 

Political  Science. 
John  Martin's  Book. 
Journal  of  Accountancy. 


Journal  of  American  Folk-Lcure. 

Journal  of  American  Institue  of  Criminal  Law  and 

Criminology. 
Journal  of  Education. 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Journal  of  Geography. 
Journal  of  Home  Economics. 
Journal  of  Industrial  and  Engineering  Chemistry. 
Journal  of  the  Outdoor  Life. 
Journal  of  Philosophy,  Psychology  and  Scientific 

Methods. 
Journal  of  Political  Economy. 
Judge. 

Kindergarten  Primary  Magazine. 
Kindergarten  and  First  Grade. 
Knowledge. 
Ladies  Home  Journal. 
Lectures  Pour  Tous. 
Leslie's  Weekly. 
Library  Journal. 
Life. 

Lighting  Journal. 
Literary  Digest. 
Little  Folks  Cassino. 
Living  Age. 
Lutheran  Quarterly. 
Lyceum  Magazine. 
McBride's  Magazine. 
McClure's  Magazine. 
Machinery. 

Manual  Training  and  Vocational  Education. 
Manufacturers  Record. 
Marine  Journal. 
Merchandise  and  Equipment. 
Merchants  Record  and  Show  Window. 
Metal  Industry. 
Metal  Worker. 


Methodist  Review. 

Milk  Reporter. 

Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 

Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Review. 

Monetary  Record. 

Motion  Picture  News. 

Motography. 

Motor. 

Motor  Age. 

Motor  Boat. 

Moving  Picture  World. 

Municipal  Engineering. 

Municipal  Journal. 

Munsey's  Magazine. 

Musical  Courier. 

Musician. 

Nash  and  Pall  Mall. 

Nation. 

National  Geographic  Magazine. 

National  Municipal  Review. 

Nautical  Gazette. 

New  York  Times  Index. 

Nineteenth  Century  and  After. 

North  American  Review. 

Official  Guide  of  Railways  of  the  United  States. 

Open  Court. 

Out  Door  Life. 

Outing  Magazine. 

Outlook  American. 

Outlook  English. 

Overland  Monthly. 

Painter  and  Decorator. 

Painters  Magazine  Paint  and  Wall  Paper  Dealer. 

Pearson's  Magazine. 

Pedagogical  Seminary. 

Petroleum  Gazette. 

Physical  Culture. 


— 53— 

Picture-Play  Magazine. 

Pitman's  Journal. 

Plant  World, 

Playground. 

Plumbers  Trade  Journal. 

Poet-Lore. 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 

Popular  Astronomy. 

Popular  Mechanics. 

Popular  Photography. 

Poultry  Review. 

Power. 

Primary  Education. 

Progressive  Farmer. 

Psychological  Clinic. 

Public. 

Public  Libraries. 

■ 

Publishers'  Weekly. 

Puck. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics. 

Quarterly  Review. 

Railway  Mechanical  Engineer. 

Readers  Guide  Supplement. 

Readers  Guide  to  Periodical  Literature. 

Review  and  Expositor. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 

Rice  Journal  and  Southern  Farmer. 

Rough  Notes. 

Rudder. 

St.  Nicholas. 

Saturday  Evening  Post. 

School  Arts  Magazine. 

School  Review. 

Science. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scientific  Monthly. 


—54— 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

Sewanee  Review. 

Single  Tax  Review. 

Something  To  Do. 

South  Atlantic  Quarterly. 

Southern  Banker. 

Southern  Fruit  Grower. 

Southern  Lumberman. 

Southern  Merchant. 

Southwest. 

Sphere. 

Story  Tellers'  Magazine. 

Sugar. 

Survey. 

Teachers  College  Record. 

Teachers  Monographs. 

Textile  World  Journal. 

Theatre. 

Trade  and  Transportation. 

Travel. 

Uber  Land  und  Meer. 

United  States  Official  Postal  Guide. 

Violin  World. 

Vogue. 

Wide  World  Magazine. 

Windsor  Magazine. 

Woodworker. 

World's  Work. 

Writer's  Monthly. 

Youth's  Companion. 

Equipment  and  Merchandise. 

GIFTS. 

Alumni  Bulletin  University  of  Virginia. 
American  Iron  and  Steel  Industry. 
American  Lumberman. 
Americus. 


Annals  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith. 

Athenee  Louisianais. 

Bible  Student. 

Bill  Board. 

Catholic  Churchman. 

Chicago  Banker. 

Christian  Science  Journal. 

Christian  Science  Sentinel. 

Club  Woman's  Magazine. 

Commercial  Law  League  of  America. 

Congressional  Record. 

Cuba  Review. 

Das  Worth. 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  Magazine. 

Der  Lutheraner. 

Eastern  and  Western  Review. 

El  Comercio. 

Extension. 

Facts  About  Sugar. 

Filipino  People. 

Ford  Times. 

Good  Words. 

Gregg  Writer. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Ladies  Review. 

Latin  America. 

Louisiana  Engineering  Society. 

Louisiana  Planter. 

Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  Bulletin. 

Lumber  Trade  Journal. 

Lutheran  Witness. 

Matilda  Zeigler  Magazine. 

Mercurio. 

Modem  Cuba. 

Modem  Farming. 

Musical  America. 

National  Farmer. 


National  Real  Estate  Journal. 

National  Humane  Review. 

New  Orleans  Board  of  Health  Bulletin. 

New  Southern  Citizen. 

Oysterman  and  Fisherman. 

Packard. 

Pan  American  Magazine. 

Pan  American  Union. 

Panama  Canal  Record. 

People's  Post. 

Philosophy  of  Health. 

Pitman's  Journal,  Weekly. 

Pitman's  Journal,  Monthly. 

Remonstance. 

Scranton  Board  of  Trade  Journal. 

Southern  Buck. 

Southern  Law  Quarterly. 

Southern  Lutheran. 

Stenotyptist. 

Teachers'  Forum. 

Theosophical  Path. 

Trade  Index. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


(EW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

FISK  LIBRARY 
SIMON  HERNSHEIM  LIBRARY 


1916-1919 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


•JOHN  FITZPATRICK, 
MARTIN  BEHRMAN, 
PAUL  CAPDEVIELLE, 
ADOLPH  KATZ, 

•HARRY  F.  BALDWIN, 
J.  D.  HAYWARD, 


•GEORGE  W.  FLYNN, 
CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE, 
JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE, 
••J.  E.  BOUDEN,  Jr., 
D.  D.  MOORE, 
S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 


A.  P.  HOWARD. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE,  MARTIN  BEHRMAN, 

President.  Cluiirman  Ex-Officio. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,      S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

Vice  President.  Secretary-Treasurer. 

I.  D.  MOORE,  Attorney. 


'Deceased.     "Resigned. 


I    . 

i 


COMMITTEES 


FINANCE. 


ADOLPH  KATZ,  Chairman. 
J.  D.  HAYWARD,  D.  D.  MOORE. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

A.  P.  HOWARD,  Chairman. 
J.  D.  HAYWARD,  S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS. 


BOOK  AND  PERIODICALS. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman. 
ADOLPH  KATZ,  A.  P.  HOWARD, 


MAIN  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCH  COMMITTEES. 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE Main  Library 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE Royal  Branch 

HON.  MARTIN  BEHRMAN Algiers  Branch 

J.  D.  HAYWARD Napoleon  Branch 

D.  D.  MOORE Canal  Branch 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS Dryades  Branch 


BUILDING. 


HON.  MARTIN  BEHRMAN,  Chairman. 
CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,       A.  P.  HOWARD, 
S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS,  HENRY  M.  GILL,  Librarian. 


LIBRARIAN. 

HENRY  M.  GILL. 


STAFF— MAIN  LIBRARY. 

MRS.  L.  DESSOMMES,  Assistant  Librarian. 
Library  AMittantt. 

Miss  C.  Gallier,  Miss  T.  Gamacbe, 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones»  Miss  Anna  May  Leone, 

Miss  N.  L.  Quaid,  Miss  Marion  Billon, 

MissM.  L.  Power,  ♦*Miss  Eugenie  Bird, 

MissE.  M.  Coleman,  **MissA.  M.  Connelly, 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Haggerty,  ♦♦MissM.  M.  Cooper, 

Miss  Rose  Scullin,  ♦♦Miss  Daisy  L.  Drawe, 

MissHonora  Newman,  ♦♦MissG.  Fiannagan, 

Miss  Gladys  Wayne,  ♦♦Miss  Viola  H.  Knee, 

MissCorinne  Doll,  ''^Mrs.  Anais  Lehman, 

MissH.  Duplantier,  ♦♦Miss  Eugenia  Zebal, 

Miss  Anita  McGinty,  ♦Miss  Sallie  M.  Owen. 

Miss  Estelle  Pitot,  Secretary. 
Miss  Helen  Hill,  ♦♦Miss  Etta  M.  Connelly, 

StenofcTapher  and  Typewriter.        Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Fleury.  Clerk.  Jas.  T.  Germany,  Periodical  Clerk. 

Miss  Genevieve  Guirovich,  Page.     Miss  Xellie  Hart,  Page. 
Miss  Ruby  Hill,  Page.  Miss  Marguerite  De  Blanc,  Page. 

Miss  Marion  Haggerty,  Page.  Miss  Elizabeth  Rightor.  Page. 

Miss  May  Reynolds,  Page.  Miss  Olga  Ferrata,  Page. 

Miss  Aline  Kevlin,  Page.  Miss  Lillian  Miller,  Page. 

Victor  Cody,  Engineer.  William  Murray,  Janitor. 

J.  P.  Hogan,  Assistant  Janitor  and  Night  W*atchman. 

STAFF— BRANCHES. 

Royal  Branch. 

Miss  S.  Deynoodt,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Miss  Jeanne  Barnett,  Assistant. 

Bernard  Galiano,  Janitor. 

Algiers  Branch. 

Miss  May  Barrett,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
♦♦Mrs.  Bertha  T.  Barnes. 

Miss  Irene  Guillot,  Assistant. 
♦♦Miss  A.  L.  Pollock. 

Edward  Richards,  Janitor. 

Napoleon  Branch. 

Miss  Katherine  Collins,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
♦♦Miss  Eleanor  Kopman. 

Miss  Martha  Patrick,  Assistant. 
♦♦Miss  M.  E.  Mitchel. 

Frank  Lamprecht,  Janitor. 

Canal  Branch. 

Miss  May  Moran,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Miss  Muriel  Barnes,  Assistant. 
♦♦Miss  Rose  Pailct. 

Love  Adams,  Janitor. 

Dryadet  Branch. 

Adelia  Trent,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
♦♦Delia  Allen. 

Anita  L.  Johnson,  Assistant. 

E.  £.  Swann,  Janitor. 

'Deceased.     **Resigned. 


'^ 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  UBRARY. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  March  31,  1920. 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Behrman,  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion Council,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Gentlemen:  I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
very  able  and  interesting  annual  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  of  the 
various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library,  Fisk  Library 
and  Simon  Hernsheim  Library,  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

In  perusing  the  same  you  will  find  a  complete  statement  of  the 
workings  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Government,  both  in  its  literary 
and  financial  statements — ^the  good  it  has  done,  the  comfort  it  has 
given  to  the  people  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans — ^which  I  am  sure  will 
be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  administration. 

I  will  call  your  attention  to  its  necessary  yearly  need  and  want 
for  the  increased  proper  dissemination  of  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion and  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  are  all  enthused 
in  its  management,  I  make  the  appeal. 

They  will  appreciate  any  increased  assistance  that  can  be  given 
them  to  achieve  that  end. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE, 

President. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  FOR  THE  YEARS 

1916-1919. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  last  three  years  cover  a  period  most 
unusual  in  library  history,  and  the  character  and  spirit  of 
library  work  has  been  more  subject  and  responsive  to 
influences  both  from  without  and  from  within  than  ever 
before.  The  mental  habitudes  of  the  reading  public  were 
altered  and  diverted  from  their  usual  direction,  the  habits 
of  life  of  many  were  interrupted  and  changed  materially. 
A  considerable  percentage  of  the  people  of  each  community 
left  their  homes.  New  subjects,  or  subjects  heretofore  of 
minor  importance  thrust  themselves  upon  the  attention  of 
the  world  and  demanded  an  abnormal  share  of  time  and 
consideration. 

The  social  and  economic  spirit  of  unrest  was  felt  not  only 
in  the  books  read  but  even  more  pronouncedly  in  its  in- 
fluence upon  the  workers  in  the  libraries.  This  was  ac- 
centuated and  augmented  by  the  enormously  increased  cost 
of  living,  and  hundreds  of  library  employees  left  the  library 
to  seek  new  fields  furnishing  a  change  to  satisfy  their  rest- 
lessness and  guaranteeing  a  wage  more  in  keeping  with  the 
demands  of  life.  In  some  of  the  cities  as  many  as  one-third 
of  the  library  staff  has  quit  in  six  months  and  their  places 
cannot  be  filled,  though  the  increase  of  reading  and  the 
increasing  standard  of  the  character  of  the  books  read  re- 
quire more  and  better  equipped  library  workers. 

In  1918  the  library  went  through,  perhaps,  the  most 
trying  year  of  its  existence.  It  lost,  through  causes  directly 
attributable  to  the  war,  over  two  thousand  borrowers  and 
over  twice  that  number  of  those  who  were  giving  a  large 
part  of  their  time  to  the  auxiliary  bodies  organized  to  aid  in 
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carrying  on  the  war  by  moans  of  the  many  forms  of  activi- 
ties which  the  civilian  c(?ulcl  engage  in.    Already  economiz- 
ing, it  seemed  to  the  uttermost,  we  were  forced    to    still 
more  rigid  economy  to  pay  off  the  balance  of  the  debt  in- 
curred in  opening  the  colored  branch.    A  large  part  of  our 
staff  quit  us  to  take  ni«.«rc  remunerative  positions,  the  entire 
cataloguing  force  being  among  those  who  left.    We  suffered 
severely  through  trie  illness  of  our  employees;  for  about 
three  months  nioie  than  oriO-fifth  of  our  people  were  away 
from  work.     The  price  of  books  and  of  all  supplies  used 
by  the  library  ineryai-eu  materially,  and  some  supplies,  even 
at  the  increased  cc»si,  wore  dirncult  to  procure.    A  consider- 
able part  of  my  time  v/as  ^^iven  to  war  work,  some  of  which 
carried  me  over  the  entire  State  and  through  Mississippi. 
In  order  that  the  library  miglit  not  suffer  from  this  loss  of 
time,  however,  I  abandor.ed  my  vacation  and  gave  to  library 
service  the  nionih  I  us;\'Ily  take.    The  most  serious  of  the 
difficulties  lo  civcivr»!v.:    w  •.•  1;^  retain  the  members  of  our 
staff.  The  government's  h.rgest  demand  for  women  workers 
was  made  upon  the  libraries,  as  they  furnished  most  capable 
filing  clerks,  and  the  s:\laries  offered,  from  one  thousand  to 
twelve  hundred  <Iv«!lais.  wcv*}  very  attractive.    Towards  the 
end  of  the  yt:ar  the  M::y;»r  <':k\viq  to  our  relief  and  secured 
the  passage  of  an  orJ'jjarco  providing  for  a  sufficient  appro- 
priation to  permit  the  ii^)raiy  board  to  raise  the  salaries  of 
the  staff  and  other  ompl.iyo.  s  th«rty  per  cent  and  to  increase 
the  salary  of  thi*  lib.-jri::]..  by  abcut  half  that  per  centum. 
This  increa.se  wrs  wii'.'ur.t.ui  Mnd  appreciated,  and  it  has 
helped  very  much  in  h-.^lcMij.'r  thi.'  balance  of  our  staff. 

We  tak(»  some  pridi-  fi'opi  the  fjct  that  during  1918  and 
1919,  in  spite  of  tlu-  i'll'u'/jii^si  av.d  the  shortage  of  fuel,  the 
library  service  was  not  i::irrnipted  even  for  a  single  day. 

Two  very  inii)  vina'*:  ir.erisuros  affecting  the  qualifica- 
tions of  our  future  si::ir  were,  this  year,  reported  to  the 
Board  by  the  Seciotarv  and  were  adopted.  One  is  the  re- 
quirement of  the  Civil  S(  rvice  Commission  that  all  appli- 
cants for  the  exaniinatiiMi  \or  library  positions  shall  have 
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at  least  a  high  school  certificate.  The  other  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  apprentice  or  cadet  system  for  the  eligibles. 
One  of  the  vital  lessons  learned  by  the  young  men  in  the 
army  was  the  necessity  of  education — education,  not  super- 
ficial or  even  cultural,  but  definite,  practical  and  thorough, 
and  there  was  not  a  single  college  of  high  standing  that 
did  not,  at  the  beginning  of  last  college  term,  turn  hundreds 
of  applicants  away  because  of  the  lack  of  classroom  accom- 
modation and  lack  of  professors  for  the  instruction  of  these 
students.  The  library  as  well  as  the  college  has  felt  tre- 
mendously the  effect  of  this  great  influence  on  our  life  to- 
day. It  is  distressing  to  feel  day  by  day  the  impossibility 
through  lack  of  money  of  meeting  this  demand  more  than 
half  way.  Each  year,  I  regretfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
board  to  the  fact  that  our  library  receives  for  its  support 
a  little  over  one-third  as  much  as  any  other  library  its  size 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  only  by  practicing  the  most  rigid 
economies  and  by  paying  small  salaries  that  we  are  able 
to  continue  in  operation.  The  cost  of  books  has  increased 
about  fifty  per  cent  and  the  cost  of  general  supplies  and 
printing  has  risen  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  per  cent.  At  the  next  making  of  the  city  budget 
we  must  seek  a  material  increase  in  our  appropriation  or 
we  shall  be  forced  to  lower  the  standard  of  service  that  we 
are  now  maintaining. 

One  form  of  work  for  which  we  especially  need  money 
is  the  development  of  facilities  that  will  enable  us  to  keep 
pace  with  and  meet  the  demands  that  the  growing  import- 
ance of  vocational  education  is  making  upon  us.  Another 
problem  that  depends  for  its  solution  upon  more  money  is 
the  provision  of  a  sufficient  collection  of  technical  works 
to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  skilled  workers,  who  have 
realized  that  advancement  and  improvement  in  their  trades 
and  crafts  come  very  slowly  unless  labor  is  accompanied  by 
study.  The  completion  of  the  Delgado  Trade  School  will 
only  accentuate  the  demand  for  books  of  this  character. 

Our  greatest   need,   however,    is   a   larger   number   of 
Branches.    I  know  that  nothing  can  be  done  in  this  matter. 
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Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  generous  benefactor  of  the 
library,  died.  Out  of  respect  to  his  memory,  the  Main 
Library  and  all  Branches  were  closed  on  the  day  of  his 
funeral,  August  14th. 

Our  collection  of  books  numbers  168,493.  Of  this  num- 
ber 112,404  are  in  the  Main  Library;  13,233  are  in  the 
Royal  Branch;  11,185  are  in  the  Algiers  IJr^.nch;  12,353  in 
the  Napoleon  Branch;  12,195  in  the  Canal  Branch,  and 
6,803  in  the  Dryades  Colored  Branch. 

This  number  of  books  is  the  result  of  the  addition,  dur- 
ing the  four  years  covered  by  this  report,  of  30,888  volumes, 
about  one-half  going  to  the  Main  Library  and  one-half  to 
the  Branches.  The  withdrawals  for  the  same  period  were 
6,604  volumes. 

The  number  of  the  volumes  of  gifts  that  have  been  re- 
ceived is  2,116.  Duke  acknowied.'i^ment  of  thee6  has  been 
made. 

The  circulation  for  the  last  year  was  477,973.  The  Main 
Library  issued  215.141;  Royal  Branch,  64,370;  Algiers 
Branch,  36,759;  Napoleon  Branch,  72,901;  Canal  Branch, 
66,716;  Dryades  Branch,  22,025. 

The  average  circulation  for  the  four  years  has  been 
(Main  Library  and  Branches)  491,250:  Main  Library, 
222,372;  Royal  Branch,  68,743;  Algiers  Branch,  36,947; 
Napoleon  Branch,  76,322;  Canal  Branch,  65,903;  Dryades 
Branch,  20,966. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Reference  Room,  the 
Magazine  Room  and  the  Newspaper  Room  for  1919  was 
89,976.  The  number  of  borrov/ers  withdrawing  books  is 
about  22,000. 

In  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature, 
all  books  in  German  have  been  withdrawn  from  every  de- 
partment. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  furnish  books  to  the  fire- 
men in  each  of  the  engine  houses.    The  results  from  this 
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work  have  been  more  than  satisfactory,  and  the  srrade  of 
books  required  for  this  service  is  gratifyingly  high. 

Under  a  new  rule,  pupils  from  adjoining  parishes  but 
attending  schools  in  the  city  are  allowed  to  borrow  from  our 
libraries. 

Four  vacancies  in  1919  were  created  on  the  staff,  three 
through  the  resignation  of  Misses  Flanagan  and  Pallet, 
and  that  of  Delia  Allen  of  the  Colored  Branch,  and  one  by 
the  death  of  Miss  Owen.  These  vacancies  have  been  filled 
by  the  permanent  appointment  of  Misses  Leone,  Barnes 
and  Billon,  and  the  temporary  appointment  to  the  Colored 
Branch  of  Anita  Johnson. 

In  1918  there  were  eight  resignations,  including  the 
entire  cataloguing  force.  Most  of  these  ladies  resigned  to 
take  government  clerical  positions,  the  salaries  being  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  tho^se  paid  by  the  library. 

I  have  previously  referred  to  the  adoption  of  measures 
affecting  the  qualifications  of  our  future  staff.  One  of 
these  was  the  establishment  of  the  apprentice  or  cadet 
system  for  the  eligibles,  which  requires  a  three  months'  ap- 
prentice course  at  the  library.  The  first  ten  eligibles  con- 
stitute a  class.  Vacancies  on  the  staff  are  filled  from  it  in 
order  of  merit,  and  vacancies  in  the  class  from  the  eligibles 
on  the  list  and  in  order  of  merit.  The  Board  was  advised  of 
the  other  provision  by  its  Secretary,  and  came  as  the  result 
of  his  conference  with  the  Mayor,  the  Ex  Ofiicio  President 
of  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  This  is  a  requirement 
that  all  applicants  for  examination  for  Library  positions 
shall  have  at  least  a  high  school  certificate.  These  two 
rules  will  do  more  to  put  us  on  a  parity  with  the  other 
libraries  of  the  country  than  anything  else  that  we  have 
done  for  years. 

In  each  of  the  years  1916  and  1917  there  were  two 
resignations. 

In  the  four  years  the  Librarian  sent  out  20,243  pieces 
of  signed  mail. 

In  the  past  year  the  Circulating  Department  prepared 
a  larger  number  of  displays  and  issued  more  reading  lists 


Annual  Report,  1916-1919, 13 


than  usual,  and  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year 
tabulated  the  circulation  of  all  books,  arranging  the  table 
in  order  of  popularity.  This  list  furnished  us  an  absolute 
guide  as  the  wishes  of  our  readers  and  provided  an  excellent 
purchase  list. 

The  most  important  of  the  reading  lists  were  those  on 
Advertising,  Banking  and  Cotton.  A  few  of  the  other  lists 
were:  Lumber  and  Forestry,  Home  Suggestions,  Vocation 
Reading,  Americanization,  Gardens,  Spiritism,  and  Real 
Estate  and  Business  Methods.  Some  of  the  lists  for  the 
other  years  were:  Latin  America,  Human  Conservation, 
Preparedness,  Famous  Trials,  Childhood  to  Manhood, 
Mothers,  Crime  and  Its  Detection,  Louisiana,  Social  Life 
in  England,  Commerce,  Business  Administration,  Dyes  and 
Dyestuffs,  Books  for  Stenographers  and  Typewriters,  So- 
cial Life  in  France  and  Italy  and  Russia,  Patriotic  Books, 
Heroines  of  War,  Summer  Pastimes,  Southern  Mountains, 
Food,  School  Savings  Banks,  Men  and  Women  Who  Have 
Died  for  Their  Country,  Social  Work,  Organized  Charities, 
Twentieth  Century  Drama,  Salesmanship,  Marine  Engineer- 
ing, Navigation,  Woman's  Work  in  Wartime  and  Industrial 
Education. 

The  lists  for  prize  essays  were : 

Henry  W.  Allen,  Build  a  Home,  Advertising  Louisiana's 
Resources,  Animals,  Enlistment  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  and 
General  Alfred  Mouton. 

The  lists  for  debates  were : 

Woman  Suffrage,  Popular  Election  of  Senators,  Six- 
year  Presidential  Term,  Navy,  Compulsory  Arbitration  of 
Industrial  Disputes,  High  Cost  of  Living,  Military  Train- 
ing, Co-education,  Government  Ownership  of  Railroads, 
and  Capital  Punishment. 

The  most  popular  displays  were:    World  War,  Cen- 
tenary of  American  Authors,    Valentine,    National    Song 
Week,  Prohibition  and    Taxation,    Spring,    Playground 
Opera  Woman,  Food  and  Thrift. 

The  work  in  the  Reference  Department  and  the  Cf 
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Io>rain.u-  ?)v'railniont  has  been  of  the  same  character  as 

'I'lie  ?^h':iilir*,u-  DoparLnient  in  1919  sewed  and  set  in 
(«Aer;:  KU'JM  1). •*  ks :  si'i:  :n  cowrs  without  resewing,  2,808 
books:  niLT.j;..-!  2.ril()  (iihiM's.  and  bound  542  pamphlets. 
This  is  ab'ivo  iiii'  average  for  the  four  years,  with  the  ex- 
i-tptiini  i:i  tiu;  irumber  of  books  mended,  which  is  less  than 
hail*  •'!'  t!i'.^  ;,;'.i:.l  r-j.  -ovd. 

Vhc  Poy'o;li'.':-.:  Ditpartmont  now  receives  36  newspapers 
anci  2.:,2  o:]w\'  pj?  1  :-.1il:i1s.  This  does  not  include  Federal, 
State,  /.usniv-ip;.!  a!id  -aher  similar  documents. 

Tik'  L)..L-:.i..:i  iJis  lAi:;arlniLMit  received  since  January  Ist, 
}[)]{'} :  Federal  tiocuments,  bound  483,  unbound  5,862;  Lou- 
isiana nij'.i  Nev.'  ()r!eans  doeuments,  bound  14,  unbound 
105:  oilu-r  istaus  a:iu  eiiies,  bound  31,  unbound  896. 

The  number  received  in  1919  were:  from  the  United 
Stales  (.ove/iiv^  i.i,  li»0  biiund  and  2,162  unbound  docu- 
ments: i".-.  i>i  i.  :■■  .aii.i  aiiu  Xew  Orleans,  40  documents; 
frr.ni  tulier  i-^.iLies  a;'id  ;:ities,  -:-18  documents.  The  publi- 
callf  lis  w\^><[  1  :^i:.'.I  *!'»'.:  were  those  of  the  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, (Jeolojrica!  Survey,  Patent  Office,  Census  Bureau  (spe- 
eial  a;-  r;  -:.  .  .••::*i.^ilii::\;l  j)eparinient.  Interstate  Com- 
nu'ree  C'ommissiMn.  War  Department,  and  the  American 
State  Paj;ers. 

T:*. .:  r^  ::■■■.  I-!:;  i)  I'j.rlnuiii  lias  a  collection  of  9,558  books, 

:-ele;:«  !  .•■:  ..  /    ^  ■  •'  .:*=-''■■  i:v«v!er  sixteen  years  of  age.    The 

e::VL:::.li  :.    "p.-  :'.    '..^i'  was  r>j.40:5.    This  was  a  little  dis- 

a:.p.!!/ii':.\  *  •  :'..•  ci:  I'.Jraion  should  be  equal  to  that  of  the 

nv-]\  .v'..v-.  .-.i.:!  !;'.a-,;ilu'S.    lis  :'verage  circulation  for  four 

yir:.' :^  \\i-^  J-.  ..■:i  ."»'i  ]*<(.'.    Spt^i-ial  clforts  have  been  made  to 

ma";\:  i".'  :■  "..  .!.';l;:  in  eirv-ularion.    Through  the  courtesy* 

of  :.:;',    '■.;:.  ■.  /:.■  .-.'.t.-.'^-^iiendent  of  Public  Schools,  every 

Mh,»-  i  \v..-  \i. •;■.•«.  a:i..i  ilie  iiiterest  of  teachers  and  pupils 

s:jL..:ii..     '.  :  !:''.. ^  .^  in  v.<.:i-kmajiship  of  our  young  readers 

vere  eiivoiii";ev'o.  iv^liioits  were  made  of  almost  every  form 

e:\....  ::i:-..  r!;!-  xhcA  a])pea!s  to  boys,  and  whole  tables 

;•  ...vt:.i  .•::::;:■•  v.'kn  spjviniens  of  the  needle  work  of 

..rl  .    ;.L  ii;.  Imiiis  v.ere  arranjred  immediately  in  front 

e  iiiii'i-ii  i.M.i  l;ini  eat'cs  of  the  zoological  collection  in 
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Audubon  Park.  Bird  societies  were  organized,  and  the  re- 
peated endeavors  to  assist  and  interest  the  Boy  Scouts 
proved  our  willingness  to  serve. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  Branches  seem  to  have  come 
to  a  standstill  in  the  matter  of  circulation.  No  special  work 
was  undertaken  during  the  year  by  any  of  them,  and  none 
report  on  any  phase  of  work  out  of  the  usual  routine. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  as  my  report  for  the 
year  1919. 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 

Feb.  11, 1920.  Librarian. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


s  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending 
January  10,  1917. 

RECEIPTS. 

General  fund  balance  from  1915 |479.€ 

City  of  New  Orleans,  appropriation $37,500.00 

Interest  on  deposits  18.79 

Bourbon  street  property,  rent   2,499.96 

Sales  waste  paper,  etc 19.12 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Main  Library 1,949.68 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Royal  Branch 259.03 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Algiers  Branch 111.43 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Napoleon  Branch.  . .  311.27 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Canal  Branch 260.41 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Dryades  Branch 48.34 —  42,978.0 


Total  receipts   $43,557.6 

EXPENDITURES. 

Main  Library — 

Books    $4,718.00 

Periodicals    1,189.56 

Binding    878.17 

Heating    97.36 

Insurance    341.40 

Printing  and  stationery....  1,039.20 

Salaries    21,880.10 

General    expense    2,644.63 —  32,788.42 

Royal  Branch — 

Salaries    1,893.25 

Heating    19.00 

Printing  and  stationery 95.98 

Binding    120.05 

General   expenses    203.28 —     2,331.56 

Algiers  Branch — 

Salaries    1,749.65 

Heating    8.00 

Printing  and  stationery 77.90 

Binding    1.27 

General  expenses    224.18 —     2,061.00 

Napoleon  Branch — 

Salaries    1,882.15 

Heating    19.00 

Printing  and  stationery 101.36 

Binding    156.00 

General  expenses   237.87 —     2,397.18 
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Canal  Branch — 

Salaries    1.896.66 

Heating    27.00 

Printing  and  stationery. . . .  98.90 

Binding    104.50 

General   expense    171.06—     2,297.10 

Dryadet  Branch — 

Salaries    1,415.00 

Heating    8.20 

Printing  and  stationery. . . .  74.13 

General  expenses   82.63—     1,579.96 

Total  expf  nditures $43,455.22 

By  balance  in  banks — 

Whitney  Central  Nat .48 

N.  0.  Nat 1.97—  2.45—  43,457.67 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Jan.  11,  1917. 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund,  balance  from  1915 $145.39 

To  interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City  of  New 

Orleans    1,476.00 

Total    $1,621.39 

Expenditures — 

Books    1,602.06 


Balance    $19.33 

Jan.  10,  1917 — Balance  in  New  Orleans  National  Bank  19.33 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Jan.  10,  1917. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


s  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending 
January  10,  1918. 

RECEIPTS. 

General  fund  balance  for  1917 |2. 

City  of  New  Orleans,  appropriation $38,000.00 

Interest   on    deposits    11.03 

Fines  and   Cataloprues,  Main   Library.  .  . .  1,866.99 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Royal  Branch. . . .  278.46 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Algiers  Branch...  116.31 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Napoleon  Branch.  .  258.77 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Canal  Branch 248.91 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Dryades  Branch..  53.31 

Bourbon  street  property,  rents 2,499.96 

Miscellaneous  sales  waste  paper 90.24 —  43,423. 


Total  receipts   $43,426. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Main  Library — 

Books    $5,636.10 

Periodicals 1,371.23 

Binding    742.07 

Heating    196.04 

Printing   and    stationery.  .  440.69 

Salaries    21,257.95 

General  expenses    2,865.48 

American  Library  Associa- 
tion,    for     libraries     at 

Army   Cantonments    . .  .  500.00 — $33,008.56 

Royal  Branch — 

Salaries    1,900.00 

Heating    39.25 

Printing  and  stationery . .  .  53.84 

Binding    147.53 

General  expenses    140.25 —     2,286.87 

Alg^iers  Branch — 

Salaries    1,754.75 

Heating    32.40 

Printing  and  stationery.  .  .  44.88 

Binding    66.77 

General  expenses    165.20 —     2,064.00 

Napoleon  Branch — 

Salaries    1,873.45 

Heating    31.25 

Printing  and  stationery.  .  .  58.93 

B»n<linK    105.32 

General  expenses    102.31 —     2,171.26 
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Canal  Branch-— 

Salaries    1,922.00 

Heating    61.86 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  59.19 

Binding    118.39 

General  expenses   159.46 —     2,320.39 

Dryades  Branch — 

Salaries    1,415.00 

Heating    47.10 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  29.02 

Binding    

General  expenstJi   54.24 —     1,545.36 

Total  expenditures   $43,396.44 


By  balance  in  banki 

Whitney-Central   Bank 10.70 

New  Orleans  Nat.  Bank. .  19.29 —  29.99 —  43,426.43 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  25,  1918. 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

To  Simon  Hernsheim  Fund,  balance  from  1916 $19.33 

To  interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City  of  New 

Orleans    1,480.00 

$1,499.33 
Expenditures- 
Books    937.63 


$561.70 
Jan.  10,  1917 — Balance  New  Orleans  National  Bank.  .  561.70 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  25,  1918. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending 

January  10,  1919. 

RECEIPTS. 

General  fund  balance  from  1917 $29.99 

City  of  New  Orleans,  appropriation $41,600.00 

Interest  on  deposits   2.69 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Main  Library 2,012.17 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Royal  Branch....  277.59 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Algiers  Branch . . .  184.00 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Napoleon  Branch. .  273.71 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Canal  Branch 222.15 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Dryades  Branch. . .  60.66 

Bourbon  street  property,  rents 2,499.96 

Miscellaneous  sales  waste  paper 63.91 —  47,096.84 

Total  receipts   $47,126.83 

EXPENDITURES. 

Main  Library — 

Books   $6,126.50 

Periodicals 1,214.41 

Binding    704.79 

Heating    600.24 

Printing  and  stationery. .  .  329.86 

Salaries    23,320.30 

General  expenses   2,844.00 —  35,140.10 

Royal  Branch — 

Salaries    2,155.50 

Heating    89.50 

Printing  and  stationery.  .  .  61.65 

Binding    109.59 

General  expenses   137.53 —     2,553.77 

Algiers  Branch — 

Salaries    2,085.50 

Heating    107.75 

Printing  and  stationery.  . .  59.28 

Binding    137.96 

General  expenses    176.46 —     2,566.95 

Napoleon  Branch — 

Salaries    2,001.50 

Heating    86.00 

l*rinting  and  stationery.  .  .  65.79 

Binding    102.49 

General  expenses    121.83 —     2,377.61 


»w. 
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Canal  Branch- 
Salaries    2,084.70 

Heating    86.77 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  66.73 

Binding    74.18 

General  expenses   143.41 —     2,454.79 

Dryadet  Branch — 

Salaries    1,810.00 

Heating    85.70 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  42.65 

Binding    

General    expenses    51.21 —     1,989.56 


Total  expenditures $47,082.78 

By  balance  in  banks — 

Whitney-Central   Bank....  $11.08 

New  Orleans  Nat.  Bank..  32.97 —         .44.05 —  47,126.82 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Jan.  8,  1919. 


S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

To  balance  from   1917    $561.70 

To  interest  on  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City  of  New 

Orleans    1,480.00 

$2,041.70 
Expenditures — 

Bookj   1,997.23 

$44.47 
Jan.  8 — By  balance  New  Orleans  National  Bank 44.47 


S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  January  8,  1919. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Year  Ending 

January  10,  1920. 

RECEIPTS. 

General  fund  balance  from  1918 $44.05 

City  of  New  Orleans  appropriation $47,100.00 

Interest  on  deposits 13.04 

Fines  and  Catalo^es,  Main  Library 2,287.68 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Royal  Branch....  371.03 

Fines  and  Catalogrues,  Algiers  Branch. . .  .  246.80 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Napoleon  Branch..  378.94 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Canal  Branch 307.64 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Dryades  Branch. . .  68.66 

Bourbon  street  property,  rents 2,499.96 

Miscellaneous  sales  waste  paper 96.50 —  53,370.25 


Total  receipts   $53,414.3C 

EXPENDITURES. 
Main  Library-— 

Books     $6,371.66 

Periodicals    259.00 

Binding    673.74 

Heating    229.19 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  331.21 

Salaries    26,694.45 

General    expenses    3,517.68 

Insurance    355.50 — $38,427.43 

Royal  Branch—— 

General  expenses   404.61 

Printing  and  stationery . . .  59.49 

Heating    72.50 

Binding    153.03 

Salaries    2,462.30 —     3,151.93 

Algiers  Branch—- 

General  expenses   278.90 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  54.97 

Heating    59.10 

Binding    68.73 

Salaries    2,441.60—     2,903.30 

Napoleon  Branch- 
General  expenses    248.98 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  62.30 

Heating    56.00 

Binding    150.38 

Salaries    2,422.05—     2,939.71 


Annual  Report,  1916-1919. 23 

CmuJ  Branch- 
General  expenses   490.33 

Printing  and  stationery . . .  60.80 

Heating    64.00 

Binding    117.62 

Salaries    2,445.00—     8,177.75 

Dryades  Branch- 
General  expenses   309.67 

Printing  and  stationery. . .  48.25 

Heating    47.00 

Salaries    2,386.00 —     2,790.92 

Total  disbursements   $53,391.04 

By  balance  in  banks — 

Whitney-Central  Bank  ...  $1.74 

New  Orleans  Nat.  Bank..  21.52—  23.26—  53,414.30 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

To  balance  from  1918 $44.47 

To  interest  Constitutional  Bonds  of  the  City  of  New 

Orleans    1,480.00 

$1,524.47 
Disburaements^ 

Books   1,512.79 

Balance  on  hand $11.68 

By  balance  New  Orleans  National  Bank 11.68 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 

ON    LIBRARY    ADMINISTRATION 

PROPOSED  FORM. 

TABLE  21 -A. 

Annual  Library  report  for  year  ending  December  31,  1916. 
Name  of  Library — ^New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  Town — New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference.     Free  to 
limited  class  as  students.     Subscription. 
Number  of  Branches — ^Five. 
Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central   Library    850 

Branches    303  % 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central   Library    76 

Branches    66 

Adults.      Children.    Total. 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of 

year    125,071        19,567     144,638 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 

year  by  purchase 6,742         2,185         8,427 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 

year  by  gift 500 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 

during  the  year 806  659  1,465 

Total  number  at  end  of  year   (count 

bound  books  only)    131,981       20,119     152,100 

Number    of   volumes   of    fiction    lent 

for  for  home  use 228,477     113,356     341,833 

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circu- 
lation)           306,651     125,631     432,282 

RECEIPTS   FROM  PAYMENTS  FOR 

Unexpended    balance..     $625.03      Books    $6,320.06 

Local   taxation    37,500.00      Periodicals    1,189.56 

State  grants    None      Binding    1,260.70 

Endowment    funds 3,975.96      Salaries,   Library    25.115.80 

Membership   Fees None  Salaries,  janitor  service  5,600.00 

Fine  and  sale  of  pub-  Rent   None 

lit^ation     2,940.16  Light  (included  in  city 

Duplicate    pay    collec-  contract)     

.tion    None  Permanent  impVments.        None 

Cifts    None      Other  expenses    5,571.07 

Other  sources   37.91      Balance  on  hand 21.78 


Total    $45,079.06  Total    $45,079.06 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Numl)er  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year. . . .  8.172 
Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currentlv  received 

(Titles)     : 402 

Number  of  persons  using  Library  for  reading  and  study.  .  lOy/i'ii* 
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AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 

ON    LIBRARY    ADMINISTRATION 

PROPOSED  FORM. 

TABLE  21.B. 

Annual  Library  report  for  year  ending:  December  31,  1917. 
Name  of  Library — ^New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  Town — New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference.     Free  to 
limited  class  as  students.     Subscription. 
Number  of  Branches — ^Five. 
Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central   Library    358 

Branches    302 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central   Library    76 

Branches    66 

Adults.     Children.    Total. 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of 

year    131,981       20,119     152,100 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 

year  by  purchase 6,055         1,302         7,357 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 

year  by  gift    565  25  690 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 

during  the  year   588  630         1,218 

Total  number  at  end  of  year   (count 

bound  books  only)    138,000       20,829     158,829 

Number   of   volumes   of   fiction   lent 

for   home   use    219,512       78,517     298,029 

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circu- 
lation)          293,613     117,572     411,185 

RECEIPTS   FROM  PAYMENTS  FOR 

Unexpended    balance..       $21.78      Books    $6,573.73 

Local     taxation      (city  Periodicals    1,371.23 

appropriation)    38,000.00      Binding    1,180.08 

State  grants    None  Salaries,   Library  serv- 

Endowment   funds 3,979.96  ice    24,529.15 

Membership   Fees None  Salaries,  janitor  service  5,600.00 

Fine  and  sale  of  pub-  Rent   None 

lication    2,822.75  Light  (included  in  city 

Duplicate  collection...        None  contract)     

Gifts    None  Permanent  imp'vments.        None 

Other  sources    101.27      Other   expenses 5,079.88 

Balance  on  hand 591.69 


Total   $44,925.76  Total   $44,925.76 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year  ....  7,591 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received 

(Titles)     331 

Number  of  persons  using  Library  for  reading  and  study. .       83,491 

An  extra  appropriation  of  $500.00  was  made  for  Army  Camp 
Libraries. 
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AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 

ON    LIBRARY    ADMINISTRATION 

PROPOSED  FORM. 

TABLE  21.D. 

Annual  Library  report  for  year  ending  December  31,  1919. 
Name  of  Library — New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  Town — New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference.     Free  to 
limited  class  as  students.     Subscription. 
Number  of  Branches — Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central   Library    3o2 

Branches    310 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central    Library    76 

Branches    66 

Adults.     Children.    TotaL 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of 

year    141,745       20,884     162,629 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 

year  by  purchase 6,178         1,356         7,544 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 

year  by  gift 623  13  636 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 

during  the   year    2,046  270         2,316 

Total  number  at  end  of  year   (count 

bound  books  only)    146,500       21,993     168,493 

Number   of   volumes   of   fiction    lent 

for  home  use 216,329       75,843     292,172 

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circu- 
lation)           283,020     114,818     397,835 

RECEIPTS   FROxM  PAYMENTS  FOR 

Unexpended    balance.  .      $88.52      Books    $7,884.48 

Local     taxation      (city  Periodicals    *259.00 

appropriation)    47,100.00      Binding    1,163.49 

State  grants    None      Salaries,   Library  serv- 

Endowment    funds 3,979.96  ice   32,803.40 

Membership   Fees None      Salaries,    janitor    serv- 

Fine  and  sale  of  pub-  ice   7,291.00 

lication    3,660.75      Rent    None 

Duplicate  collection . .  .        None      Light  (included  in  city 

Gifts    None  contract)     

Other  sources    109.54      Permanent  imp'vments.        None 

Other  expenses 5,502.49 

Balance  on  hand    ....         34.94 


Total    $54,938.77  Total    $54,938.77 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year. . .  7,818 
Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received 

(Titles)    298 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study  89,976 

*Part  of  the  bill  was  paid  in  1918. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Total  Circulation,  1919. 
TABLE  1. 

Home  Use.    Library  Use. 
Central  Library 174,748  40,394 


Royal  Branch 
Algiers  Branch  .  . 
Napoleon  Branch 
Canal  Branch  . . 
Dryades   Branch 


52,073 
3.S,280 
63,1)70 
55,075 
17,783 


11,398 
3,479 
8,082 

11,641 
4,242 


Total. 
215,142 
64,371 
36.759 
72.961 
66,716 
22,025 


Totals   307.838  80,136         477.974 

Annual  Circulation,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1916-1919. 

TABLE  2. 


1910 
1911 
1912 
1013 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1017 
1018 
1010 


Central  Royal  Alpriers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 
Library.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 
218,147     G1,;JS1     32,005     38,313      


232,757 
243,352 
225,141 
232,871 
238,78(5 
240,450 
230,727 
203,107 
215,142 


(Il,5r)(> 
65,004 
65,785 
72,103 
74,ir.U 
72,854 
71.734 
65,077 
64,370 


37,007 
41,637 

o»>,  J  I  f> 

37,0.S0 
30,528 
39,028 
35,554 
35,547 
36,750 


51,138 
60,000 
61,047 
75,017 
77,761 
77,516 
78,520 
75,282 
72,061 


17,929 
61,876 
62,155 
71,241 
65,269 
68,854 
62,633 
65,429 
66,716 


17,533 
21,740 
22,565 
22,025 


Total  Annual  Circulation,  1900-1919. 


TABLE  3. 


1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1004 
1005 
1006 
1007 
1008 
1000 


05,055 

101.074 

107,607 

110,274 

00,100 

07,316 

245,5.50 

.............  O^clfvO' 


1010  350,746 

1011  400,397 

1012  472,868 

1013 447,403 

1014  488,411 

1015  495.504 

1016  517,125 

1017  500,918 

1018  467,967 

VJIO 477,974 
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Circulation  of  Adult  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 
Branehei,  1916-1919. 

TABLE  4. 

1916.          1917.  1918.         1919. 

Central   Library    111,096     100,970  90,712       96,166 

41,433       37,147  34,140       31,662 

20,424       17,991  19,337       20,090 

Sfi^h    43,460       42,668  41,630       39,856 

33,093       29,607  31,666       32,748 

Dryadn  Branch    S,240         6,530  6,826         6,704 

Totals    264,746     243,813  223,210     226,246 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 

Branches,  1916-1919. 

TABLE  5. 

1916.          1917.  1918.          1919. 

Central    Ubrary    30,836       29,306  28,489       32,877 

Hoyal    Branch    15.141       17,211  15,379       16,026 

Aleien  Branch    S,G04         8,183  8,279         8,676 

Napoleon  Branch    15,632       16,439  16,641       16,630 

m   14,190       13,481  15,984       16,272 

Dryadea  Branch   1,G89        2,478  2,634        2,638 

TotalB    86,092       87,098  87,306       91,417 

Total  Circulation  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 
Branches,  1916-1919. 


TABLE  6. 

19 IG. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Central    Library    .... 

141,932 

130,276 
54,368 
26,174 
69.007 
43,088 
8,008 

119,201 
49,619 
27,616 
58,171 
47,649 
8,460 

128.663 
47,687 
28.765 
65,385 
49.020 
8,242 

\>^^i^                  ...'.'.'. 

09,092 

Dryades  Branch    

6,929 

Annual  Report,  1916-1919. 
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Circulation  of  Adult  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1918. 

TABLE  S-C. 

Royal     Algriers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades 

Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works   342            36          764  791 

Philosophy    159            83          411  301            72 

Religion   140            84          475  518          357 

Sociology    1,039          301          773  765       1,333 

Philology    136            50          231  382            71 

Natural  science    250          104          401  329          179 

Useful  arts 539          387          651  808       1,320 

Fine  arts   395          158          565  406          217 

Literature 1,177          766       2,241  1,936       1,359 

Hist.,  travel,  biography.       1,096       1,092       2,447  2,214       1,743 

Totals 5.873       3,061       8,959  8,450       6,651 

Circulation  of  Adult  Non- Fiction,  Branches,  1919. 

TABLE  8-D. 

Royal     Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades 

Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works   402            33          949  749 

Philosophy    148            54          505  385          137 

Religion    159            92          449  462          342 

Sociology    519          214          571  747       1,491 

Philology    176            71          215  431          167 

Natural  science   187          141          473  511          277 

Useful  arts    452          408          713  795       1,232 

Fine  arts   333          201          663  488          346 

Literature    1.109          812       2,581  2,048       1,180 

Hist.,  travel,  biography.       1,536          945       2,537  2,453       1,515 

Totals    5,021       2,971       9,656  9,069       6,687 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library, 

1916-1919. 

TABLE  9. 

1916.          1917.  1918.         1919. 

General  works   4              10  115         1,245 

Philosophy   71               43  34              32 

Religion    1.187            894  748            504 

Sociology   8,196         7,094  6,713         6,748 

Philology 16                6 

Natural  science 1,382         1,103  716            710 

Useful  arts 1,924         1,988  1,288         1,581 

Fine  arts   1,852         1,972  1,259         1,070 

Literature    ... 3,665         3,574  2,751         2,839 

History,   travel,   biography..         4,207         5,072  3,837         3,660 

Totals    22,488       21,750  17,476       18,125 
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New  Orleans  Public  Library 


Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1916. 

TABLE  10- A. 

Royal     Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades 
Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works   ....  IG  2  1  .... 

Philosophy    53  14  7  23  15 

Religion    742  461  958  369  379 

Sociology    4,426  2,912  3,957  5,257  1,129 

Philology    3  2  ...  ... 

Natural  science   203  212  267  417  235 

Useful  arts   464  308  690  1,235  406 

Fine  arts   913  376  654  665  283 

Literature 956  1,282  775  1,274  1,131 

Hist,  travel,  biography.  2,073  1,500  1,829  1,480  1,458 

Totals 9,833       7,083       9,139     10,721       5,031 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1917. 

TABLE  10-B.  ( 

Royal    Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades 
Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works   ....  122  1  ....  2 

Philosophy    14  45  14  32  22 

Religion    757  304  1,439  362  665 

Sociology    4,897  2,338  3,790  4,543  1,378 

Philology    1  4  2 

Natural  science   197  233  363  356  264 

Useful  arts 691  291  881  1,102  590 

Fine  arts 904  550  735  801  403 

Literature 941  775  685  1,331  1,521 

Hist.,  travel,  biography.  2,600  1,041  1,756  1,687  2,101 

Totals 11,002       5,703     10,214     10,214       6,946 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1918. 

TABLE  lO-C. 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades 

Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works 82            33         

Philosophy    46  40  9            47             38 

Religion    481  267  767          274           673 

Sociology    4,301  2,027  3,189       4,757       1,468 

Philolojcy    1  32         

Natural  science   227  151  318          240          292 

Useful  arts   707  294  767          732          718 

Fine  arts 778  455  684          552          424 

Literature    1,176  562  747       1,378       1,578 

Hist,  travel,  biography.       2,868  960  1,638       1,450       2,268 

Totals 10,585       4,870       8,152       9,430       7,454 


Annual  Report,  1916-1919. 


Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction^  Branches,  1919. 

TABLE  10-D. 

Royal     Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades 

Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works 1  72        

Philosophy    48            16  12            33            42 

Religion    493          225  470          359          652 

Sociology    4,258       2,232  3,834       4,284       1,514 

Philology   5  7        .... 

Natural  science 426          154  268          256          368 

Useful  arts 707          328  596          728          747 

Fine  arts  829          376  683          556          390 

Literature    1,462          618  617       1,152       1,441 

Hist,  travel,  biography.       2,542          995  1,440       1,259       1,949 


Totals 10,771       5,023       7,920       8,627  7,103 

Total  Circulation  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library  and 

Branches,  1916-1919. 

TABLE  11. 

1916.         1917.  1918.  1919. 

Central  Library    98,519     100,451  83,966  86,579 

Royal  Branch   16,277       17,377  16,458  15,792 

Algiers  Branch   10,935         9,380  7,931  7,994 

Napoleon  Branch   18,413       19,522  17,111  17,576 

Canal  Branch   21,560       19,561  17,880  17,696 

Dryades  Branch   10,588       13,732  14,105  13,790 

Totals 176,292     180,023  157,451  159,427 

Classification  of  Books  Accessioned,  1916-1919. 

TABLE  12. 

1916.         1917.  1918.  1919. 

General  works 307            191  226  419 

Philosophy    172            246  85  224 

Religion   132            245  51  69 

Sociology   968         1,180  500  680 

Philology   189              58  252  60 

Natural   science    194            143  110  176 

Useful  arts   726            787  395  818 

Fine  arts 412            265  161  210 

Literature    1,182            775  339  700 

Travel    300            201  131  225 

Biography    288            245  142  207 

History   780            548  925  662 

Fiction    3,277         3,063  2,517  3,740 


Totals   8,927         7,947         5,834         8,180 
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CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Money  Received  From  Fines  and  Catalogues,  1916-1919. 

TABLE  13. 

1016.  1917.  1918.  191!?. 

Central   Library    $1,910.68  $1,866.00  $2,013.67  $2.2S:.1S 

Roval   Branch    2r>0.03       278.46       277.59       aTl.U" 

Aljriers  Branch    111.43       116.31        184.00       24'^.>.' 

Napoleon    Branch    311.27       258.77        273.71        37^.i'4 

Canal   Branch    260.41       248.91        222.15       ;50T.m4 

Dryades   Branch    48.34         53.31  60.06         Os.t^.s 

Totals    $2,940.16  $2,822.75  $3,031.78  $3/.60.i:T 

Number    of    Readers    in    Reference,    Reading    and 
Newspaper  Rooms,  Central  Library,  1916-1919. 

TABLE  14. 

Week  Daya—  1916.  1917.  1918.  1919.  Total. 
Reference   and   read- 

inir  rooms 53,867  45.218  37,085  40,017  \':*\\<' 

NVwsiKipi!-   I'vr.iii 45,366  32,933  24,817  44,074  147.lyO 


Sunday! 

Reference   and   read- 

injr  rooms    2,776       2,746       2.305        2,810        lOy.r 

Xewspapcr   room 3,250       2,594       2.513        3,025        11..^: 

Totals    105,259     83,491     66,720     89,926     31."  .'\"' 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


HSK  UBRARY 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  UBRARY 


1920 


I 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN,  A.  P.  HOWARD, 

PAUL  CAPDEVIELLE,  ADOLPH  KATZ, 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,  S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE,  A.  J.  McSHANE, 

J.  D.  HAYWARD,  D.  D.  MOORE. 


OFnCERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 
Jan.  1-Dec  6,  1920. 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE,  MARTIN  BEHRMAN, 

President.  Chairman  Ex-Officio. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,         S.  H.  UVAUDAIS, 

Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

I.  D.  MOORE,  Attorney. 


OFHCERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 
Dec.  6-Dec  31, 1920. 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE,  A.  J.  McSHANE, 

President.  Chairman  Ex-Officio. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,         S.  H.  UVAUDAIS, 

Vice-President.  Secretary-Treasurer. 

IVY  G.  KITTREDGE,  Attorney. 


/. 


COMMITTEES. 


FINANCE. 


ADOLPH  KATZ,  Chairman.. 
J.  D.  HAYWARD,  D.  D.  MOORE. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

A.  P.  HOWARD,  Chairman. 
J.  D.  HAYWARD,  S.  H.  UVAUDAIS. 


RULES  AND  BY-LAWS. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman. 
ALVIN  P.  HOWARD,  ADOLPH  KATZ. 


BOOK  AND   PERIODICALS. 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman. 
ADOLPH  KATZ,  A.  P.  HOWARD. 


BUILDING. 

A.  J.  McSHANE,  Chairman. 
JOSEPH  DeGRANGE,  CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE, 

A.  P.  HOWARD,  S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

H.  M.  GILL. 


MAIN  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCH  COMMITTEES. 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE Main  Library 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN Algiers  Branch 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE _ Royal  Branch 

J.  D.  HAYWARD Napoleon  Branch 

D.  D.  MOORE Canal  Branch 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS Dryades  Branch 


• 


LIBRARIAN. 

HENRY  M.  GILL. 


STAFF— MAIN  LIBRARY. 

MRS.  L.  DESSOMMES,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Library  Assistants. 

MissC.  Gallier,  Miss  Gladys  Wayne, 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Jones,  Miss  Corinne  Doll, 

Miss  N.  L.  Quaid,  Miss  H.  Duplantier, 

Miss  M.  L.  Power,  IMiss  Anita  McGinty, 

Miss  E.  M.  Coleman,  **Miss  T.  Gamache, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Haggerty,  Miss  Anna  May  Leone, 

Miss  Rose  ScuUin,  Miss  Marion  Billon, 

Miss  Honora  Newman,  Miss  Ruby  Hill. 

^^Miss  Estelle  Pitot,  Miss  Helen  Hill, 

Secretary.  Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 

F.  J.  Fleury,  Clerk.  Jas.  T.  Germany,  Periodical  Clerk. 

Miss  Genevieve  Guirovich,  Page.  Miss  Olga  Ferrata,  Page. 

Miss  Marion  Haggerty,  Page.  Miss  Sophie  Kay,  Page. 

Miss  May  Reynolds,  Page. 

Victor  Cody,  Engineer.  William  Murray,  Janitor. 

STAFF— BRANCHES. 

Royal  Branch. 

Miss  S.  Deynoodt,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Jeanne  Bamett,  Assistant. 
Bernard  Galiano,  Janitor. 

Algiers  Branch. 

Miss  May  Barrett,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Irene  Guillot,  Assistant. 
Edward  Richards,  Janitor. 

Napoleon  Branch. 

Miss  Katherine  Collins,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Martha  Patrick,  Assistant. 
Edward  Begue,  Janitor. 

Canal  Branch. 

Miss  May  Moran,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Muriel  Barnes,  Assistant. 
Love  Adams,  Janitor. 

Dryades  Branch  (Colored). 

Adelia  Trent,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Anita  L.  Johnson,  Assistant. 
E.  E.  Swan,  Janitor. 

^^Resigned. 


6 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Febraary  9,  1921. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  J.  McShane,  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Com- 
mission Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs:  The  attached  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical  re- 
port of  the  Librarian  and  of  the  various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans 
Public  Library,  Fisk  Library  and  Simon  Hemsheim  Library  is  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration.  Therein  you  will  find  a  complete  state- 
ment of  the  workings  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Government,  both  in 
its  literary  and  financial  statement,  the  immense  grood  it  has  done, 
the  grood  that  it  is  doing  and  what  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

These  reports,  after  careful  perusal,  I  am  sure,  will  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  administration. 

I  earnestly  call  to  your  attention  that  owing  to  the  increased  popu- 
lation and  increased  distribution  and  uses  of  books  and  for  the  proper 
dissemination  of  knowledge  and  information,  the  fimds  necessary  for 
its  maintenance  should  be  properly  increased.  The  Board  of  Directors 
are  all  enthused  with  its  management,  and  they  will  appreciate  any 
assistance  that  can  be  given  towards  that  end. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE, 

President. 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  New  Orleans  Pfublic  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Our  library  was  established  twenty-live 
years  ago.  It  is  profitable  from  time  to  time  to  look  back 
and  to  study  the  years  that  have  passed  in  our  life  and  to 
build  for  the  future  in  the  light  of  our  experience. 

It  is  true  of  all  libraries  that  they  were  at  first  the  resort 
of  only  the  serious  students  and  scholarly,  and  that  not  until 
the  last  century  were  they  popularized.  This  populariza- 
tion movement  became  general  in  1876,  when  modem 
library  science,  effective,  practical,  business-like  administra- 
tion and  an  aggressive  policy  of  carrying  the  library  to  the 
public  were  developed  and  organized.  The  response 
throughout  the  country  was  pronounced,  and  even  when  all 
of  the  ineffectiveness,  the  cant,  the  overstressed  importance, 
that  apparently  must  accompany  all  vital  undertakings,  are 
eliminated  from  consideration,  the  historian  of  the  future 
will  find  in  this  present  day  library  movement  one  of  the 
main  currents  of  American  life. 

The  whole  South,  with  some  few  exceptions,  and  especial- 
ly New  Orleans  responded  more  slowly  to  this  influence, 
even  as  it  did  to  the  development  of  the  public  school  than 
did  other  parts  of  the  country ;  and  the  slow  response  was 
due  in  both  cases  to  the  same  cause. 

From  the  beginning  of  colonial  times  the  life  of  the  South 
was  most  powerfully  influenced  and  formed  by  a  spirit  of  in- 
dividualism traceable  back  to  our  ancestral  institutions  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  and  written  into  our  beloved  Federal  Con- 
stitution as  its  comer-stone  and  its  chief  guarantee  for  the 
perpetuity  of  the  Union  which  it  established. 

In  the  North  and  East  the  spirit  of  co-operation  and  com- 
munity direction  and  management  soon  was  manifested,  and 
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the  development  of  the  public  school  and  the  public  library 
was  consequently  more  general  and  more  rapid.  The  large 
number  of  youths  from  the  South  who  formerly  went  abroad 
for  education  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  large  Northern 
colleges ;  the  large  number  of  exceedingly  valuable  and  rich 
private  libraries  in  the  South  prior  to  the  sixties,  as  shown 
by  Prof.  William  P.  Trent,  and  the  early  and  frequent  effort 
to  create  effective  public  libraries  in  the  North,  are  some  of 
the  many  indications  of  this  difference  of  spirit  that  in- 
spired the  determination  of  the  paths  that  our  intellectual 
life  should  follow. 

This  same  spirit  of  preference  of  individualism  to  com- 
munity effort,  while  not  now  nearly  so  manifest  and  domi- 
nant as  formerly,  and,  though  an  unconscious  force,  is  still 
an  exceedingly  powerful  and  active  one.  For  this  reason 
the  most  intelligent  and  persistent  work  of  publicity  is 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  develop  our  library  and  extend  its 
advantages  to  a  proper  number  of  our  citizens,  as,  even  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions,  publicity  is  necessary  for  the 
library  just  as  it  is  imperative  for  all  business  undertakings 
to-day. 

To  meet  and  overcome  our  local  conditions,  which  include, 
in  addition  to  the  characteristic  social  attitude  of  our  people, 
the  great  area  of  our  city,  offset  by  so  few  branch  libraries, 
the  temptations  of  a  mild  climate  offering  nine  months  of 
outdoor  life,  the  easiness  of  earning  a  living  without  that 
keenness  of  competition  that  compels  the  commercial  worker 
and  the  mechanic  to  read  and  to  study,  we  must,  more  than 
any  other  large  city,  through  publicity,  through  advertise- 
ment, secure  the  opportunity  to  make  the  library  the  power- 
ful factor  for  the  advancement  of  our  community  that  it 
should  be. 

During  the  past  twenty-five  years,  with  the  money  at  our 
disposal,  we  have  done  well  and  should  not  be  disappointed. 
Our  collection  of  books  is  good.  It  has  the  advantage  of 
having  its  origin  in  much  older  libraries  that  were  selected 
with  exceptional  care  and  intelligence,  and  because  of  this 
reason  has  some  items  that  would  be  impossible  to  procure 
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now,  except  at  arreat  cost.  It  is  one  of  the  earliest,  impor- 
tant circulating  libraries  of  any  size  and  dignity  in  the 
United  States,  tracing  its  growth  through  the  Lyceum  and 
Library  Society  and  the  Mechanics  Institute  Library,  back 
to  the  Fisk  Free  Library,  established  by  the  legacy  of 
Abijah  Fisk  in  the  year  1843.  Our  circulation  is  about  half 
a  million  a  year,  our  "plant,"  buildings,  including  a  Main 
Library  and  five  Branches,  grounds,  furnishings  and  books 
are  worth  over  three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars.  But  our 
staff  is  small,  barely  over  fifty ;  there  is  absolutely  no  money 
for  publicity  or  extension  of  service,  and  our  annual  rev- 
enueSy  about  one-half  as  much  as  those  of  the  other  libraries 
that  are  most  poorly  provided  for  in  this  country  and  only 
one-quarter  of  the  amount  furnished  most  of  the  other 
libraries  in  cities  the  size  of  New  Orleans,  curtail  our  every 
effort  to  build  up  a  bigger  and  better  library,  force  us  to 
employ  untrained  library  workers,  who  strive  in  good  spirit 
to  supply  efficient  service  through  earnest  effort.  What  we 
are  is  exceedingly  creditable,  what  we  have  done  is  well 
done,  but  there  is  much  left  for  us  to  do  for  our  community. 

Our  entire  collection  of  books  numbers  170,582.  Of  these 
113,214  are  in  the  Main  Library;  13,295  in  the  Royal 
Branch ;  12,035  in  the  Algiers  Branch ;  12,552  in  the  Napo- 
leon Branch;  12,411  in  the  Canal  Branch,  and  7,075  in  the 
Dryades  Branch  (colored).  There  was  in  the  past  year  a 
net  increase  in  books  of  only  2,089  volumes,  the  smallest  in- 
ereaae  in  fifteen  years. 

The  reports  from  the  several  departments  show  that  our 
drcolation  for  the  year  1920  was  480,603,  and  that  these 
books  were  issued  to  21,531  borrowers.  Our  circulation 
would  have  gone  to  a  half  million,  if  we  had  not  been  forced 
to  doae  the  Napoleon  Branch  for  about  three  months. 

The  circulation  of  the  Main  Library  was  219,167 ;  Royal 
Branch,  68,183 ;  Algiers  Branch,  46,337 ;  Napoleon  Branch, 
68^678;  Canal  Branch,  69,336,  and  Dryades  Branch  (col- 
ored), 18,907. 
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There  were  87,633  persons  who  made  use  of  the  several 
reading  rooms  of  the  Main  Library;  Reference  Room,  21,- 
090 ;  Magazine  Room,  22,667 ;  Newspaper  Room,  43,876. 

The  Librarian  sent  out  from  his  office  8,075  signed  pieces 
of  mail,  beside  the  usual  mass  of  unsigned  matter. 

The  exterior  woodwork  and  the  exposed  metal  work  of 
the  Main  Library  and  all  Branches  need  repainting.  The 
roof  of  the  Napoleon  Branch  building  will  require  recon- 
struction; the  roofs  of  the  Royal,  Algiers  and  Canal 
Branches  need  repairs  that  will  not,  however,  be  quite  so 
costly.  In  all  other  respects  our  buildings  are  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Very  few  Summer  Cards  were  used  this  year. 

The  reference  collection  includes  12,539  volumes ;  of  this 
number  5,953  are  magazines.  Some  of  the  more  important 
additions  to  the  department  were:  The  new  edition  of  the 
Americana;  forty-seven  volumes  of  the  Lineage  Books  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution;  Hunter's  Dec- 
orative Textiles;  Speeches,  Correspondence  and  Political 
Papers  of  Carl  Schurz;  Kelly's  Directory  of  Merchants, 
Manufacturers  and  Shippers  of  the  World;  Heads  of  Fam- 
ilies, United  States  Census  Bureau. 

We  subscribe  to  twenty-four  daily  papers  and  193  maga- 
zines, and  receive  as  gifts  12  papers  and  98  magazines. 

We  added  to  our  Federal  Document  Collection  156  bound 
volumes  and  2,204  pamphlets;  and  to  our  Louisiana  State 
and  New  Orleans  City  Document  Collection  4  bound  volumes 
and  39  pamphlets. 

Our  mending  department  sewed  1,244  books,  recased 
3,730,  mended  about  1,800  and  bound  200  pamphlets.  We 
sent  1,769  books  to  the  binders. 

The  cataloguing  department  accessioned  5,739  volumes, 
of  this  number  662  were  gifts.  The  number  of  discards 
was  unusually  heavy,  3,650;  this  accounts  for  our  slight 
book  increase  for  the  year. 
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There  were»  in  striking  contrast  with  the  numerous 
dumges  of  the  three  previous  years,  only  two  changes  in  the 
Staff.  Miss  Theodosia  Gamache  resigned  on  account  of  her 
approaching  marriage.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Ruby 
HilL 

We  also  lost,  through  resignation,  Miss  Pitot,  who  had 
been  the  Librarian's  Secretary  for  sixteen  years.  The 
library  regretted  her  loss.  She  had  been  a  faithful  and 
conscientious  employee  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  her. 

The  work  in  the  circulating  department  followed  closely 
the  lines  laid  down  for  the  previous  year,  and  was  described 
in  the  report  for  1919. 

A  few  of  the  more  interesting  reading  lists  compiled  and 
displays  made  were: 

DISPLAYS  AND  READING  LIST&— 1920. 

Displays :  Deep  Sea  Bookshelf ;  Southern  life  as  Described 
in  Fiction;  Vacation  Days;  list  of  Most  Popular  Novel  of 
The  Year  from  1895-1919;  Daily  Current  Events.  (Daily 
throughout  the  year.) 

Reading  Lists :  Opera ;  Better  Speech  Week  tn  the  Public 
Schools ;  Latin  America ;  Problems  of  Employment ;  Woman 
aa  Citizen ;  Salesmanship. 

The  subject  of  the  usual  prize  essay  of  the  United  Daugh- 
ters of  the  Confederacy  was:  "Francis  T.  NichoUs — ^The 
Soldier,  the  Man  and  the  Governor."  Over  1^00  pupils  of 
the  public  and  parochial  schools  studied  in  the  library  for 
fhia  contest 

The  juvenile  department  of  the  Main  Library  and  the 
Bnmches  had  a  rather  colorless  and  lifeless  year.  Only  the 
Algiers  Branch  seemed  to  put  a  proper  spirit  into  the  work. 

I  fear  that  the  assistants  in  the  Branches  have  gotten, 
hopelessly,  into  a  rut  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  shift 
them  about  in  order  to  revive  an  interest  and  an  energy  to 
take  the  place  of  their  present  lethargy. 
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The  routine  of  work  has  more  than  ever  before  followed 
our  plans  of  past  years,  and  has  been  characterized  by  the 
continued  stressing  of  the  means  of  co-operation  with  the 
schools.  The  outstanding  fact  in  both  the  circulating  and 
reference  work  is  the  disappointment  of  the  hope  that, 
throughout  the  entire  country,  was  so  high  for  earnest, 
serious  and  thorough  study  as  one  of  the  beneficial  influences 
that  would  partly  offset  the  evil  effects  of  war.  In  my  last 
report  I  expressed  this  hope,  and  in  a  spirit  of  optimism, 
justified  at  that  time  by  undeniable  statistics,  wrote: 

"One  of  the  vital  lessons  learned  by  the  young  men  in  the 
army  was  the  necessity  of  education — education,  not  super- 
ficial or  even  cultural,  but  definite,  practical  and  thorough, 
and  there  was  not  a  single  college  of  high  standing  that  did 
not,  at  the  beginning  of  last  college  term,  turn  hundreds  of 
applicants  away  because  of  lack  of  classrooni  acconmiodation 
and  lack  of  professors  for  the  instruction  of  these  students. 
The  library  as  well  as  the  college  has  felt  tremendously  the 
effect  of  this  great  influence  on  our  life  to-day." 

Unfortunately  this  feeling  was  not  a  deep,  calm  and  last- 
ing conviction,  but  was  only  a  momentary  state  of  exalta- 
tion, and  all  too  quickly  was  forgotten.  The  results  of  this 
reaction  are  being  strongly  felt  in  the  schools  and  the 
library,  and  a  close  study  of  both  institutions  will  show  a 
decided  lapse  from  vigorous,  earnest  and  thorough  work  on 
the  part  of  the  students.  The  library  record  plainly  indi- 
cates reading  of  a  distinctly  lighter  character  than  usual. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  Cknnmission  Ck)uncil 
for  the  increase  of  salary  they  have  granted  our  staff  and  the 
other  employees  of  the  library. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  and  the  attached  tables  as 
my  report  for  the  year  1920. 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 
Feb.  9, 1921.  Librarian. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


Reoeqitt  and  Eaqienditnm  for  the  Year  Ending 

Jannary  10,  1921. 

RECEIPTS. 

Genezal  fund  balance  from  1919 $23.26 

City  of  New  Orleans  appropriation  for  1920 |47»100.00 

Interest  Whitney-Central  National  Bank  on  daily 
balances  82.02 

Fines  and  Catalogrues,  Main  Library 3,158.00 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Royal  Branch ^ 462.49 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Algiers  Branch 320.67 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Napoleon  Branch 388^ 

Sines  and  Catalogues,  Canal  Branch 484.89 

Fines  and  Catalogues,  Dryades  Branch 101.22 

Boorboin  Street  property,  rents 2,333.88 

Miscellaneous  sales  waste  paper 131.51 —  54,512.43 

Total  receipts « $54,585.69 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Mala  Library — 

Books $6^52.54 

Periodicals    708.52 

Binding   «.. 585.69 

General  expenses ~ 3^53.00 

Heating 659.33 

Printing  and  stationery 704.94 

Salaries   ^ 27,452.54--$40,216.56 

Rejal  Braadi— 

General  expewteB 228.56 

Printing  and  stationery 96.78 

Heating 80.50 

Binding 171.20 

Salaries   2^15.00—    2,992.04 

Algien  Braadi — 

General  expenses 146.54 

Printing  and  stationery 96.23 

Heating  ~ 73.85 

Binding  •..«i........m...m».... • 8.60 

oaJaries  ..■■m«.m.m.««.>«»..m>...m...m«...«.«....  ^,40  ■  .^v*^    ^^  / ox.y2u 
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Napoleon  Brmnck — 

General  expenses 196.79 

Printing  and  stationery. 138.28 

Heating  63.00 

Binding    - 186.68 

Salaries   2^30.00—    2^13.66 

Canal  Brancli — 

General  exi)enses 216.76 

Printing  and  stationery 92.83 

Heating 79.12 

Binding 112.41 

Salaries 2,436.76—    2,936.87 

Dryades  Branch — 

General  expenses 188.69 

Printing  and  stationery 83.18 

Heating  60.18 

Salaries   2,328.00—    2,660.06 

Total  disbursements  $64,601.09 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  receipts  $64,636.69 

Total  expenditures  64,601.09 

Balance  in  banks $       34.60 

Whitney-Central  National  Bank $16.32 

Hibemia  Bank  and  Trust  Co - 18.28—$       34.60 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

Receipts — 

Balance  from  1919 $       11.68 

Interest   Constitutional   Bonds   City    of   New 
Orleans 1^80.00—  $1,491.68 

Disbursements — 

Books 1,446.99 

$     44.69 
Balance  Hibemia  Bank  and  Trust  Co $     44.69 

S.  H.  UVAUDAIS, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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AN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 

PROPOSED   FORM. 


Annual  Library  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1920. 
Name  of  Library— New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  Town— New  Orleans.     State— Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 
Number  of  Branches — ^Five. 
Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central  Library  351 

Branches 1!......  309 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central  Library  76 

Branches $6 


Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of 
year  

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 
year  by  purchase 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 
year  by  gift 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 
during  the  year 

Total  number  at  end  of  year  (count 
bound  books  only) 148,401 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for 
home  use  

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use 
(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circula- 
tion)      369,443 


Adults. 

Children. 

Totel. 

146,500 

21,993 

168,493 

4,185 

892 

5,077 

564 

98 

662 

2,848 

802 

3,650 

148,401 

22,181 

170,582 

219,507 

77,625 

297,132 

RECEIPTS  FROM 

Unexpended  balance^ |       34.94 

'Local  taxation  (city  ap- 
propriation)     47400.00 

Stete  grants None 

Endowment  funds 3,813.38 

Membership  fees None 

Fine  and  sale  of  publica- 
tion      4,915.52 

Duplicate  collection None 

Gifts  ~ None 

Other  aources  — 163.53 


115^60      484,603 

PAYMENTS  FOR 

Books  I  7,699.53 

Periodicals    708.52 

Binding   1,063.48 

Salaries,   Library   serv- 
ice    33,601.49 

Salaries,  janitor  service    7^70.00 

Rent  None 

Light     (including     city 

contract)  None 

Permanent  implements         None 

Other  expenses 5,705.06 

Balance  on  hand 79.29 


Total 


.$56/)27.37 


Total    $56,027.37 


Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  fpr  home  use None 

Nnniber  of  new  borrowers  reg^istered  during  the  year. — 8,123 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received 

Titles,  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 327 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study..  87,633 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


CIRCULATION  IN  1920. 

CENTRAL   LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Total  Circidation,  1920. 

TABLE  1. 

Centra]   Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal   Dryades 
Library.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch..  Totals. 

Library  use..  39^48    11,444      4^93      6^31     12^37      3^79      78,032 
Home  use  ....179^19    56,739    41,444    52,142    56^99    15,528    402,571 

Total  ....219,167    68,183    46,337    58,673    69,336    18,907    480,603 

Animal  Circulatioiiy  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1910-1920. 


Central 
Library. 

1910  - 218^47 

1911    232,757 

1912  243,352 

1913  225A41 

1914  232,871 

1915  238,786 

1916  240,450 

1917  230,727 

1918  203,167 

1919  215442 

1920    '  219,167 


TABLE  2. 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

61,381      32,906      38,313  

61,566      37,007      51^38  17,929         

65,904  41,637  60,099  61,876         

65,785  33,275  61,047  62,155          

72,193      37,089      75,017  71,241         

74,160      39,528      77,761  65,269         

72,854      39,928      77,516  68,854  17,533 

71,734      35,554  78,529  62,633  21,740 

65,977      35,547      75,282  65,429  22,565 

64,370      36,759      72,961  66,716  22,025 

68,183      46,337      58,673  69,336  18,907 


Total  Annoal  Circulation,  1900-1920. 

TABLE  3. 


1900 95,055 

1901  97,516 

1902 101,974 

1903  107,697 

1904  110,274 

1905  99,100 

1906 98,749 

1907 97,316 

1908 245,559 

1909  325,057 


1910  350,746 

1911  400,397 

1912 472,868 

1913  447,403 

1914  488,411 

1915 495,504 

1916 517A25 

1917  500,918 

1918 467,967 

1919  477,974 

1920 480,603 
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of  Adolt  Fiction,  Central  library  and  Branches, 

1916-1920. 


TABLB  4. 


1916. 

Centna  Library lll/)96 

Royal  Branch  41^33 

Algiers  Branch  20^424 

Napoleon  Branch  ^ 48^60 

Canal  Branch  83,093 

Dryades  Branch  5^0 

Totals   .254,746 


1917. 

100,970 

37,147 

17,991 
42,568 

29,607 

5,530 


1918. 

90,712 

34440 

19,337 
41,630 

31,565 

5,826 


1919. 

96,186 

81,662 

20,090 
39355 

32,748 

5,704 


1920. 

104,715 

35,200 

23,990 
33490 

37,019 

2,789 


243,813    223,210    226,245    236,903 


Circniation  of  Jmrenfle  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1916-1920. 


TABLE  5i. 


1916. 

Central  Library  30,836 

Royal  Branch  15^41 

Algiers  Branch  8,604 

Napoleon  Branch  15,632 

Canal  Branch  14>190 

Dryades  Branch  1,689 

Totals   86,092 


1917. 

29,306 
17,211 

8,183 
16^39 
13^81 

2^78 


1918. 

28^89 
15,379 

8,279 
16,541 
15,984 

2,634 


1919. 

82,377 
16,025 

8,675 
15,530 
16,272 

2,538 


1920. 

33,783 
16,730 

12,611 

13,396 

17,063 

2,263 


87,098      87,306      91,417      95^46 


Total  Circalaticm  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1916-1920. 


TABLE  6. 

1916.  1917.  1918.  1919.  1920. 

CsBtral  Library  141,932  130,276  119,201  128,563  138,498 

Royal  Branch ^.. 66,574  54,358  49,519  47,687  51,932 

Alglen  Branch  29fi2S  26,174  27,616  28,765  36,601 

Maiioleon  Branch  59,092  59/)07  58,171  55,385  46,586 

Cbaal  Branch  ^ 47,283  43/)88  47,549  49,020  54,082 

Dfyades  Bzaach  ..^ 6,929  8,008  8,460  8,242  5,052 
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Circiilatioii  of  Adult  Non-Fictioii,  Central  Library, 

1916-1920. 

TABLE  7. 

1916.        1917.  1918.  1919.  1920. 

General  works  „ 7,539        9^73  6^10  6^51  5^5 

Philosophy  3,333        3,579  3^49  4^64  3,587 

Religion    ^ 2,738        2,803  2,121  2,023  1,789 

Sociology   9,884        9,464  7,095  7^69  7,805 

Philology   2,381        2^86  1,932  1,793  1,556 

Natural  science  4,033        4,201  3,496  3,490  3,432 

Useful  arts  ^ 8,266        9,096  8^77  8,997  8,548 

Fine  arts  4,575        4,097  3,295  3,899  4^34 

Literature 17,064      16,760  13,308  14^35  13^60 

History,  travel,  biography  16,223      17,342  17,507  16,033  13,930 

Totals   ...^ 76,031      78,701  66,490  68,454  63,386 

Circulation  of  Adult  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1920. 

TABLE  8. 

Royal     Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch.    Branch.  Branch.  Branch  Branch. 

General  works  ...- 474           131  784  713  5 

PhHosophy  149             53  261  276  211 

Religion ^ 149           104  260  237  332 

Sociology    - 435           299  389  789  1,895 

PhUology    201             90  186  326  400 

Natural  science 186           145  234  482  469 

Useful  arts - 474           394  457  718  807 

Fine  arts  411           202  449  476  446 

Literature  ~ -...    1,241        1,027  1,803  2,053  1,328 

Bistory,  travel,  biography    1,165           701  1,596  1,960  1^83 

Totals    ~.    4,885        3,146  6,419  8,030  7,076 


Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library, 

1916-1920. 

TABLE  9. 

1916.        1917.  1918.  1919.  1920. 

General  works  4             10  115  1,245  1,536 

Philosophy  71             43  34  32  19 

Religion    -...     1^87           894  748  504  652 

Sociology    8^96        7,094   ■     6,713  6,748  6,172 

Philology    15  6         

Natural  science  1,382        1,103  716  710  762 

Useful  arts  1,924        1,988  1,288  1,581  1^45 

Fine  arts  ^ 1,852        1,972  1,259  1,070  1,123 

Literature  ....~ 3,665        3,574  2,751  2,839  2,469 

History,  travel,  biography    4,207        5,072  3,837  3,660  3,405 

Totals    22,488      21,750  17,476  18,125  17,283 
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Carcohlioii  of  Juvmile  Noa-Fictkm,  Branchet,  1920. 

TABLE  10. 

Royal     Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch.    Branch.  Branch.   Branch.  Branch. 

General  works ^     24        

Philoeophy  129            19  12              9            48 

Beligion    ..^ 639          341  341           397          503 

Sociology ^ 3^97        3,041  2,584        3^34        1,477 

Philology 13  3         

Natmal  science 812          269  150          311           609 

Useful  arts 917          451  500          718          845 

Fine  arts 1^42          408  549          559          791 

Literature 1,816           846  489          947        1,237 

History,  travel,  biography    2,501        1^88  1,093        1,149        1,269 

Totals   11,366        6,590  5,668        7,224        6,779 


Total  Corcubitioii  Non-Fictioiiy  Central  library  and  Branches, 

1916-1920. 


TABLE  11. 

1916.  1917. 

Central  Library  98,519  100^51 

Royal  Branch 16,277  17,377 

Algiers  Branch  10,935  9,380 

Napoleon  Branch  18,413  19,522 

Canal  Branch 21,560  19,561 

Dryades  Branch  10,588  13,732 

Totals 176,292  180,023 


1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

83,966 

86,579 

80,669 

16,458 

15,792 

16,251 

7,931 

7,994 

9,736 

17,111 

17,576 

12,087 

17,880 

17,696 

15,254 

14,105 

13,790 

13,855 

157^51     159^27     147,852 


Oasaification  of  Books  Accessioned,  1916-1920. 

TABLE  12. 

1916.  1917.  1918.  1919.  1920. 

General  works 307          191  226          419  294 

Philosophy  ., 172           246  85           224  106 

Religion    132          245  51            59  76 

Sociology 968  1,180  500          680  513 

Philology 189            58  252            60  69 

Natural  science  194          143  110          176  154 

Useful  arts  726           787  395           818  436 

Fine  arts 412          265  161          210  164 

Utezmture    1,182          775  339           700  441 

Tiavel  300          201  131          225  97 

Biography 288          245  142          207  149 

History  780          548  925          662  255 

Fiction    3,277  3,063  2,517  3,740  2,984 

Totals   8,927  7,947  5,834  8^80  5,739 
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CENTRAL  UBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Money  Received  from  Fmet  and  Catalogues,  1920. 

TABLE  IS. 

Central  Library  $3A58.00 

Royal  Branch  ^ 462.49 

Algiers  Branch 320.67 

Napoleon  Branch - » 388.25 

Canal  Branch  484.89 

Dryades  Branch  « - ^ 101.22 

Total  $4,915.52 


Number  of  Readers  in  Reference,  Reading  and  Newspaper 
Rooms,  Central  Library,  1916-1920. 


TABLE  14. 

1916.       1917.      1918. 

Week  Days — 

Reference   and   read- 
ing rooms 53^67    45;218    37,085 

Newspaper  room  45,366    82,933    24,817 

Sundays — 

Reference   and   read- 
ing rooms  2,776      2,746      2,305 

Newspaper  room  ......    3,250      2,594      2,513 

Totals  105,259    83^91    66,720 


1919.      1920.       Total. 


40,017 
44,074 


2,810 
3,025 


41,265 
40,827 


2,492 
3,049 


217,452 
188,017 


13.129 
14,431 


89,926    87,633    433,029 
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New  Orleans,  La.,  March   13,   1922. 

To  tlie  Hon.  Andrew  J.  McSkane,  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs: 

The  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical  report  of  the  Librarian  and 
of  the  various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library,  Fisk  Library 
and  Simon  Hernsheim  Library  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Therein  you  ¥rill  find  a  complete  statement  of  the  workings  of  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government,  both  in  its  literary  and  financial 
statement,  the  immense  Rood  it  has  done,  the  good  that  it  is  doing  and 
inrhat  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans. 

These  reports,  after  careful  perusal,  1  am  sure  will  be  a  source  of 
inatification  to  the  administration. 

We  desire  to  thank  you  for  the  increase  which  you  have  given  us 
for  the  year  1922,  which  is  very  much  appreciated  by  the  entire  Board, 
but  we  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  in  the  future,  owing  to 
the  increased  population  and  the  great  demand  by  the  reading  public, 
that  this  fund  should  be  adequately  enlarged.  The  Board  of  Directors 
are  all  in  full  accord  in  the  propagation  and  advancement  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  library,  and  are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  carry  out 
tbe  objects  for  which  it  was  organized. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOEPH  H.  DeCRANGE, 

President. 
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ANNUAL   REPORT  OF   THE   YEAR  1921 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  past  year,  in  spite  of  handicaps,  disap- 
pointments and  setbacks,  has  been  one  of  the  most  gratifying 
in  the  history  of  the  library.  The  volume  of  our  circulation 
has  increased,  the  character  of  the  books  read  is  better  than 
usual,  we  have  gained  in  the  number  of  our  readers,  both  bor- 
rowers and  those  who  read  in  the  library,  and  every  indica- 
tion bespeaks  the  promise  of  a  still  greater  improvement  in 
the  coming  year.  A  part  of  this  improvement  is  due  to  a 
healthier  reading  spirit  that  came  as  a  reaction  after  the  period 
of  depression  following  the  feverish  activity  that  endured  for 
so  short  a  time  when  war  statistics  had  shown  our  people  the 
sad  and  unpardonable  ignorance  of  so  large  a  number  of  or- 
adult  citizens.  Another  cause  of  our  increased  circulation  has 
been  the  larger  number  of  books  than  usual  that  we  have  been 
able  to  buy  this  year.  A  third,  and  the  strongest  cause  of  in- 
crease, has  been  the  splendid  cooperation  of  the  schools;  both 
pupils  and  teachers  have,  this  year,  given  a  fine  response  to 
our  efforts  in  coordinating  library  and  school  work.  An  ex- 
cdlent  instance  of  this  spirit  is  manifest  in  the  results  of  Book 
Week.  During  this  week,  eight  thousand  pupils  visited  our 
book  exhibits  in  the  Main  Library  and  five  Branches.  These 
visitors  were  in  addition  to  our  regular  patrons,  and  hundreds 
of  them  and  their  parents  were  so  pleased  with  what  they  saw 
and  learned  that  they  became  borrowers.  Through  the  year, 
I  spoke  at  many  of  the  schools.  I  addressed  the  principals 
of  all  the  public  schools,  and  on  each  •  occasion  I  endeavored 
to  impress  on  my  auditors  the  importance  of  the  public  library 
and  to  welcooie  them  as  readers  and  borrowers.  By  a  care- 
fully elaborated  plan,  by  repeated  visits  to  the  schools  and 
by  the  writing  of  many  letters  I  have  assembled  a  collection 
of  the  most  needed  books  for  the  parallel  reading  required  by 
the  schools.  This  collection,  though  it  is  by  no  means  large 
enough  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it,  has  cost  over 
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Ten  Thousand  Dollars.  1  attribute,  also,  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  our  growth  to  the  many  and  exceedingly  capable  pub- 
licity notices  that  our  three  newspapers  have  given  the  library 
this  year. 

1  wish  'to  acknowledge  and  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
substantial  increase  made  in  our  appropriation  for  the  coming 
year  by  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Budget  Committee 
and  the  Commission  Council.  This  money  was  sorely  needed, 
it  should  give  spirit  and  courage  to  our  corps,  enable  us  to 
remedy  the  most  striking  deficiencies  in  certain  classes  and 
grades  of  books,  and  develop  many  atrophied  branches  of  our 
work.  It  has  come  at  a  most  opportune  time,  as  the  great 
stress  that  the  schools  of  the  city  are  now  laying  upon  reading 
in  the  lower  grades  hsM  far  overtaxed  our  ability  to  supply 
the  younger  people  with  the  books  that  they  need. 

The  library  force  consists  of  a  librarian  and  a  staff  of 
twenty-one  ladies,  a  secretary,  two  stenographers,  thirteen 
pages,  two  clerks,  a  bookkeeper,  seven  janitors,  two  porters 
and,  for  four  months,  an  engineer;  fifty-one  employees. 

The  library  property  includes  six  buildings  and  their  sites, 
furniture  and  books.  The  buildings  are  all  in  good  condition, 
the  only  work  required  is  a  little  painting  that  must  be  done  at 
the  main  library. 

We  depend  for  our  support  upon  the  annual  appropriation 
of  the  Commission  Council  and  the  revenues  of  two  endow- 
ments, the  Fisk  and  Simon  Hemsheim. 

Our  collection  of  books  numbers  1  75,767.  Of  this  number 
1  16,128  are  in  the  main  library  and  the  rest  about  evenly  di- 
vided among  the  five  branches.  Our  circulation  has  passed 
the  half-million  mark;  a  hundred  thousand  people  read  in 
our  several  reading-rooms,  and  twenty-five  thousand  borrow- 
ers withdrew  books  for  home  use. 

Again  this  year  there  were  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
Board.  Mr.  Alvin  P.  Howard  and  Mr.  James  D.  Hayward 
resigned  and  were  succeeded  by  Mr.  Wilson  Williams  and  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Rivet. 
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With  the  change  in  the  city  administration,  Hon.  Andrew 
J.  McShane,  as  Mayor,  became  Chairman  ex  o£Ficio  of  the 
Board. 

Special  mention  is  due  one  of  the  gifts  received  near  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  Italians  resident  in  the  United  States 
gave  lis,  as  one  of  a  group  of  libraries  they  deemed  worthy 
of  its  custodianship,  a  copy  of  a  special  edition  of  the  complete 
works  of  Dante.  It  has  been  carefully  edited  by  eminent 
scholars  and  bound  with  excellent  craftsmanship  in  a  single 
volume,  reproducing  the  type  of  binding  employed  by  Floren- 
tine bookbinders  of  the  time  of  Columbus. 

This  donation  was  made  through  Mr.  Luigi  Carnovale, 
chairman  of  the  Italian  Dante  Societies. 

MAIN  LIBRARY. 
CirculaticMi  Department 

The  entire  circulation  for  the  year  was  543,074,  an  increase 
of  62,471  over  the  number  of  books  issued  during  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  number  of  books  issued  from  the  main  li- 
brary was  250,053. 

The  percentage  of  non- fiction  that  is  read  is  not  near  as 
high  as  it  should  be,  but  the  books  of  this  type  that  are  with- 
drawn are  among  the  best  of  their  class. 

This  year,  more  than  ever,  the  books  used  seem  to  have 
registered  the  general  mind  and  to  have  been  concerned  with 
the  matters  attracting  general  attention.  Individuality  of  in- 
terest is  decidedly  less  pronounced. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  greater  interest  taken  in  the 
library  by  the  schools  this  year.  This  has,  of  course,  been 
reflected  by  the  character  of  our  circulation. 

We  have  continued  our  policy  of  placing  a  liberal  number 
of  attendants  and  pages  in  the  stacks  to  aid  the  borrowers 
in  finding  desired  books.  It  is  the  popular  theory  that  wilh 
open  shelves  the  borrower  can  find  his  own  book  quickly  and 
to  his  own  satisfaction.  Our  experience  has,  however,  borne 
me  out  in  my  belief,  and  corroborated  the  views  of  many  of 
the  librarians  that  the  borrower  not  only  cannot  find  his  book 
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easily,  but  in  most  cases  cannot  find  it  at  all.  In  addition  to 
not  finding  the  book  that  he  is  seeking,  he  displaces  many 
books  on  the  shelves  and  requires  an  attendant  both  to  assist 
him  and  to  straighten  up,  after  he  is  gone,  the  books  he  has 
misplaced.  A  liberal  number  of  attendants  in  the  stacks  ha8» 
moreover,  a  great  advantage  in  bringing  us  into  personal  re- 
lations with  the  borrower,  such  as  is  possible  in  but  few  li- 
braries of  our  size.  In  seeking  to  take  full  advantage  of  this 
contact  with  the  borrower  we  have  compiled  fewer  reading 
lists,  arranged  fewer  displays  and  exhibits,  and  given  more 
time  to  individual  and  group  needs.  We  have  not,  however, 
abandoned  the  other  methods  of  attracting  readers.  The 
most  successful  of  our  displays  were:  Child  Welfare,  ar- 
ranged in  connection  with  the  National  Child  Labor  Com- 
mittee Elxhibit;  South  Sea  Islands,  this  display  was  success- 
ful in  circulating  ninety  per  cent  of  the  books  o£Fered;  Classic 
Drama;  Religious  Books,  during  Religious  Book  Week; 
Building  and  Housing  Problem;  Our  Animal  Friends;  Dante; 
Forestry  and  Timber,  New  Orleans  the  Largest  Lumber 
Shipping  Port  in  America;  China  and  Japan;  Social  Hygiene: 
Household  Budget;  Petroleum,  Louisiana  is  the  third  largest 
producer  of  petroleum  in  the  United  States;  Southern  Agri- 
culture; Louisiana  Writers  of  to-day.  The  grammar-grade 
students  came  by  thousands  to  the  library  to  prepare  for  thr 
writing  of  the  two  prize  essays:  Charles  Dreux,  prize  offered 
by  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  George 
Washington,  prize  offered  by  the  Callender  Post  of  the 
American  Legion.  These  large  bodies  of  students,  as  wel! 
as  visiting  schools,  visitors  to  exhibits  and  those  who  come  to 
story  hours  are  not  counted  in  our  statistics  of  readers  in  the 
library. 

Juvenile  Department. 

The  work  in  this  department  was  a  great  disappointment. 
The  health  of  the  attendant  in  charge  was  so  poor  that  she 
was  away  a  considerable  part  of  the  year  and  much  hampered 
in  her  efforts  when  present  The  department  is  being  re- 
organized and  gives  good  promise  for  the  coming  year. 
Less  than  six  hundred  books  were  added  to  this  collection, 
and,  with  the  large  number  of  discards  that  a  department  for 
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young  readers  must  always  make,  we  can  o£Fer  to  our  boys 
and  girls  only  9,791  volumes.  We  propose  to  make  the 
chief  feature  of  the  work  for  1922  the  development  and  ex- 
pansion of  the  collection  for  readers  of  the  first  six  grades  in 
the  schools.  We  are  now  about  ready  to  increase  fourfold  th^ 
number  of  books  of  this  type. 

Our  Book  Week  was  a  success  and  a  credit  to  the  library. 
Miss  ScuIIin,  the  new  head  of  this  department,  and  Miss  Du- 
plantier,  her  chief  assistant,  planned  and  prepared  the  ex- 
hibit both  at  the  main  library  and  the  branches,  and  daily 
during  the  exhibit  gave  a  series  of  talks  on  reading  for  boyr 
and  girls,  illustrating  the  lectures  with  stories  and  extracts 
from  many  of  the  most  famous  and  popular  books. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  twenty  most  popvOs*** 
non-fiction  titles  were:  Andersen,  **Fairy  Tales";  Grimm, 
"Fairy  Tales";  "Arabian  Nights";  Hawthorne,  "Wonder 
Book";  "Boy  Mechanic";  Bailey,  "Children's  Hour";  EVle. 
"Wonder  Tales  Retold";  Hawkes,  "Wilderness  Dog"; 
Jacobs,  "Celtic  Fairy  Tales";  Lang,  "Blue  Story  Book"; 
ICummer,  "Battle  of  the  Nations";  Coussens,  "Diamond  Story 
Book";  "Popular  Mechanic";  Mallory,  "King  Arthur"; 
Paine,  "Hollow  Tree  Nights";  Hawkes,  "Piebald,  King  of  the 
Bronchos";  Collins,  "Boy*s  Book  of  Aeroplanes";  Pyle, 
'Tales  of  Wonder  and  Magic";  Linderman,  "Indian  Why 
Stories";  and  "Robin  Hood." 

The  twenty-five  most  popular  titles  of  fiction  were: 
Clemens,  *Tom  Sawyer";  Jamison,  "Lady  Jane";  Alcott, 
"Uttle  Women";  Alcott.  "Uttle  Men";  Aldrich.  "Story  of  a 
Bad  Boy";  Wiggin,  "Rebecca  of  Sunnybrook  Farm";  Web- 
ster, "Daddy  Long-Legs";  Clemens,  "Huckleberry  Finn"; 
Cooper,  "Last  of  the  Mohicans";  Porter,  "Polly  anna"; 
Baum,  "Dorothy  and  the  Wizard  of  Oz";  Clemens,  "Prince 
and  the  Pauper";  Sampson,  "Billy  and  the  Major";  Stevenson, 
^Treasure  Island";  Ouida,  "Dog  of  Flanders";  Douglas,  "Lit- 
de  Girl  in  Old  New  Orleans";  Habberton,  "Helen  s  Babies"; 
Barbour,  "For  the  Honor  of  the  School";  Cummings,  "The 
Lamplighter";  Burnett,  "Little  Lord  Fauntleroy";  Wiggin, 
**Bird's     Christmas     Carol";      Latham,      "Under      Orders"; 
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Altoheler,    "Great   Sioux   Trail";   Janvier,    "Aztec   Treasure 
House";  and  Carroll,  "Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland." 

Reference  Departaieiit 

In  the  reference  department  there  are  I  3, 1 62  volumes.  Of 
this  number,  6, 1 99  are  bound  and  indexed  magazines.  There 
were  25,265  readers  in  the  reference  room.  The  additions  to 
this  department  were  640,  including  246  magazines.  There 
were  very  few  accessions  that  were  notable  or  of  value.  A 
few  of  the  more  important  were:  American  Conunission  on 
Conditions  in  Ireland,  "Evidence  on  Conditions  in  Ireland"; 
Bay  ley,  "Archaic  England";  Butler,  "Private  and  0£Ficial 
Correspondence  of  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler";  Dabney, 
"Industrial  Canal  and  Inner  Harbor  of  New  Orleans";  Egan 
and  Kennedy,  "Knights  of  Columbus  in  Peace  and  War"; 
"Exporter's  Encyclopaedia  and  Supplement,  1921";  Horn- 
blow,  "History  of  the  Theatre  in  America";  Hughes,  "Hand- 
book of  Standard  Details  for  Engineers,  Draftsmen  and  Stu- 
dents"; Jamieson,  "Critical  and  Explanatory  Commentary  on 
the  Whole  Bible";  Guernsey,  "Reference  History  of  the 
War";  Johnson,  "Domestic  and  Foreign  Commerce  of  the 
United  States";  Johnson,  "History  of  Cuba";  King,  **Creole 
Families  of  New  Orleans";  Kitchin,  "History  of  France"; 
Levermore,  "What  the  League  of  Nations  Has  Accomplished 
in  One  Year";  Louisiana  Board  of  State  Elngineers,  "Refer- 
ences to  Extracts  from  Acts  Passed  by  the  Legislature  A£Fect- 
ing  Levees,  etc.";  Louisiana  Constitutional  Convention,  "Con- 
stitution Adopted,  1921";  McMasters,  United  States  and  th'^ 
World  War";  New  Orleans  Association  of  Commerce,  "Red 
Book,  1921";  New  Orleans  Board  of  Port  Commissioners, 
"Port  and  Terminal  Facilities,  1920";  New  York  Committee 
Investigating  Seditious  Activities,  "Revolutionary  Radical- 
ism"; Phillips,  "Bonded  Debt  of  New  Orleans";  "Reference 
Catalog  of  Current  Literature";  Spehce,  "Encyclopaedia  of 
Occultism";  Stringer,  "Hero^  All";  United  States  Bureau  of 
Education,  "Lessons  in  Community  and  National  Life"; 
United  States  War  Department,  "Batde  Participation  of  the 
A.  E.  F.  Forces  in  France,  Belgium,  and  Italy";  United 
States  War   Department,    "Congressional   Medal   of   Honor, 
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Dbtinguiahed  Service  Cross,  and  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal*':  Wurlitzer,  "Masterpieces  of  the  Great  Violin 
Makers';  Y.  M.  C.  A..  •'Summary  of  War  Work." 

Periodical,  United  Stales,  State  and  Local  Document 

Departments. 

The  Lbrary  subscribes  to  225  periodicals  and  receives*  as 
gifts,  exclusive  of  public  documents  and  kindred  publica- 
tions, 135.  The  readers  in  the  magazine  room  numbered 
26,606,  and  in  the  newspaper  room  47,343.  We  added  to 
our  Federal  document  collection  158  bound  volumes  and 
2,016  pamphlets;  to  our  Louisiana  document  collection,  2 
bound  and  12  unbound  documents;  and  to  our  City  of  New 
Orleans  documents,  3  bound  volumes  and  15  pamphlets. 
There  were  869  calls  for  United  States  documents.  Formerly 
the  calls  ran  usually  to  1,800,  but  many  of  the  most  popular 
documents  have  been  removed  to  the  reference  departnv^nt. 

Catalogue  Department 

The  cataloguing  department  accessioned,  classified  a^^^^ 
catalogued  7,306  volumes,  including  749  gifts;  discarded 
2,121  books;  prepared  all  books  for  the  shelves,  new  books, 
rebounds,    exchanges  and  transfers. 

This  year  we  have  tried  for  the  first  time  the  issuing  of 
books  to  the  branches  to  circulate  for  three  months  at  each 
branch  and  then  return  to  the  main  library  or  to  be  assigned 
to  that  branch  in  which  they  have  been  popular.  The  plnn 
has  proved  a  success. 

Mending  Department 

This  department  sewed  and  recased  1,127  books;  recased 
without  sewing,  2,575;  mended,  1,382;  bound,  140  pamph- 
lets and  sent   1,51  1   volumes  to  the  binder. 

Both  this  and  the  cataloguing  department  have  been  fre- 
quently called  upon  for  substitutes  to  replace  absentees  in 
other  departments.  This,  of  course,  reduces  the  amount  of 
work  done  by  both  departments. 
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Registratioii  Departmeiit 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor.  The  bor- 
rower's card  is  issued  for  three  years.  There  is  a  Juvenile 
Card;  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower  wishes  to  dispense  with 
the  guarantor,  a  Deposit  Card,  and  in  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August  and  September,  a  Summer  Card.  On  the 
juvenile  card  two  books  can  be  withdrawn ;  on  the  adult  branch 
card,  three;  on  the  adult  main  card,  five,  and  on  the  deposit 
card,  one.  There  are  now  in  force  24,858  cards  of  all  char- 
acter, of  this  number  9,874  were  issued  in  1921. 

To  this  department  are  attached  the  Librarian's  secretary 
and  the  stenographers,  and  they  handle  the  work  of  this  de- 
partment, issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send  out  all  delinquent 
notices  for  the  Main  Library  and  most  of  them  for  the 
Branches,  compile  monthly  and  annual  reports  and  do  all 
stenographic  and  typewriting  work  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
corre^ondence  of  the  Librarian.  That  this  latter  part  of  the 
work  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  Librarian  sent  out  of  his  o£Fice  8,500  pieces  of  signed  mail 
and  4,000  form  letters  that  do  not  require  signature. 

Staff. 

Although  usually,  the  world  over,  people  who  enter  the 
field  of  educational  work  dedicate  their  lives  to  such  work 
and  are  prone  to  remain  a  considerable  length  of  time  in  one 
position,  our  experience  has  been  quite  the  reverse.  In  the 
last  fifteen  years  there  have  been  enough  resignations  and  re- 
placements of  the  library  forces  to  completely  renew  it  five 
times  over;  only  four  employees  have  remained  with  us  for 
that  length  of  time.  The  increase  of  salaries  in  the  last  two 
years  has,  however,  begun  to  produce  results,  and  this  year 
there  were  only  five  resignations  from  the  staff,  and  one  of 
those.  Miss  Hill's,  was  on  account  of  her  marriage.  The 
other  four  to  leave  were  Miss  Wayne,  Miss  Moran,  Miss  New- 
man and  Miss  Coleman. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the  young  woman,  Adelia 
Trent,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Colored  Branch.  She  was 
a  distinct  loss  to  the  library.  Her  loyalty  to  her  work,  her 
conscientious  devotion  to  her  duties  and  her  pride  in  her  posi- 
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tion  won  from  her  readers  consideration  and  respect  for  her- 
self and  her  Branch.  ^ 

The  increased  number  of  pages  will,  I  hope,  give  us  material 
to  draw  on  for  the  sta£F  in  the  future. 

BRANCHES. 

During  the  year  our  Branch  buildings  were  repaired,  re- 
painted and  put  in  good  condition  generally  by  the  city.  In 
doing  this  work  it  became  necessary  to  close  the  Napoleon 
Branch  for  a  month  and  a  half.  This  accounts  for  the  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  circulation  of  this  Branch. 

There  are  five  Branches  in  our  system: 

Royal — Number  of  books,  13,773;  additions  in  the  year, 
721;  circulation,  74,762. 

Algiers — ^Number  of  books,  12,626;  additions  in  the  year, 
623;  circulation,  53,355. 

Napoleon — Number  of  books,  I  3, 1 04 ;  additions  in  the 
year,  819;  circulation,  70,278. 

Canal — Number  of  books,  12,855;  additions  in  the  year, 
698;  circulation,  72,393. 

Dryades  (Colored) — Number  of  books,  7,281;  additions 
in  the  year,  209;  circulation,  22,233. 

The  Branches  have  regained  their  former  standard  of  cir- 
culation and  give  promise  of  progress.  1  have  held  a  meeting 
of  the  heads  of  these  departments,  *  and  we  have  discussed 
%v'ork  for  the  next  year,  making  our  endeavors  more  definite 
and  more  spirited.  I  shall  give  a  considerable  part  of  my 
own  time  to  the  Branches  until  these  plans  have  borne  proper 
fruit. 

HOUDAYS  AND  VACATIONS. 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  other 
libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  however,  on  ac- 
count of  local  conditions. 

The  library  is  closed  from  I  p.  m.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Cras  to  9  a.  m.  the  next  Wednesday;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
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Friday ;Ea8ter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints*  Day; 
Armistice  Day;  Thanksgiving  Day;  December  24th,  from  12 
m.  to  December  26th,  9  a.  m.;  December  31st,  from  12  m. 
to  January  2nd,  9  a.  m;  and,  at  5  p.  m.  the  evening  of  Momus 
parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  sta£F  who  has  worked  in  the  library  for 
the  six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period.  All  days  of 
absence  are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no  vaca- 
tion shall  be  less  than  fifteen  days. 

CONCLUSION. 

1  wish  to  thank  the  Board  in  behalf  of  all  the  employees  of 
the  library  for  their  repeated  and  earnest  e£Forts  in  seeking 
an  increased  appropriation  for  our  institution,  and  particularly 
to  thank  them  for  the  substantial  recognition  they  have  now 
made  for  faithful  services  during  the  **seven  lean  years.** 

1  wish  to  thank  the  whole  force  for  all  that  they  have  done 
to  make  the  work  of  the  year  a  success,  to  build  up  our  library 
and  make  of  it  an  educational  agency  that  will  be  equal  to  the 
legitimate  demands  of  our  city.  I  am  sure  that  I  ccui  promise 
the  Board  a  continuance  of  this  loyalty  and  an  even  more  en- 
terprising and  earnest  spirit  that  will  result  next  year  in  still 
greater  progress  of  the  library  than  the  flattering  record  that 
this  year  shows. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the  attached 
tables  as  my  report  for  the  year  1 92 1 . 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 
Feb.  8.  1921.  Librarian. 
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RcceiptB  and  Ezpendihns  for  dw  Yew  1921. 

RECEIPTS. 

Graenl  fund  baknca  from  y^r  1920 $         34,60 

City   of   Naw   Orlraai   appropriation    for    year 

'"l^r. " - ...»55.0O(l.0O 

latamt  Whitnar-Conlnl  on  26  76 

R«M  and  catalopwa,  Main  Libntr. 3.HB.69 

Khm  and  catalopiu.  Royal  Branch 50S.41 

Finea  and  catalogUM.                                       358.60 

Fmea  and  cataloKuaa,                       -.iffi  39o!7S 

Fiaai  and  cataloftuu.                                   556.0S 

rtnaa  and  calalofpiaa,                                    )  14.54 

Bourbon  Slraal                                                  2,624  97 

MtMallanaau*.                       ite  pap«T,  etc....!.;.;;"  'l72!45—  63,260.42 


$63,303.02 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Book*  I  8.998.46 

Panodicali  870.87 

Bindinit  1.015.40 

CaiMral  azpenMi  4.310.12 

Haatinit  23r.00 

PnnlinR  and  Mationary  762.47 


29.I47!«2— »45.256.14 


KotbI  Branch — 

Ccnaral  azpanMl  265.53 

PnntinR  and  atationery  95.28 

HnatinR  32.00 

191.14 
2.819.00— 


230.47 


^___ , 493.41 

raatmR  nnd  atalionary  93.21 


Caaaral  aziMnaai  .^..^, 

Printing  and  (tationary  53.29 

" — '^-  68,80 

16.60 
2.781.50— 


32.00 
i6r.73 
2,547.15—     3,327.50 

$55,137.25 
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Amoimt  brouffbl  forwmrd $55,137.25 

Canal  Brancb^- 

General  expenses  192.70 

Printing  and  stationery —  67.58 

HeatinK  68.50 

Binding  1 63.49 

Salaries  2.801.25—     3.293.52 

Dryadas  Brancb — 

General  expenses  ~ 137.47 

Printing  and  stationery 42.54 

Heatinfi  74.00 

Salaries  « ^ 2,718.60 —     2,972.61 


$61,403.38 

RECAPITULATION. 

ToUl  receipts  ^ ~...     $63,303.02 

Total  disbursements  61.403.38 


Balance  in  banks $    1.899.64 

Wbitney-Central  National  Bank. $138.10 

Hibemia  Bank  and  Trust  Co 978.38 

Marine  Bank  and  Trust  Co 783.16—      1.899.64 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  year   I920.._ $         44.69 

Interest     Constitutional    Bonds     City    of    New 

Orleans  .._ 1,480.00 —      1.524.69 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Books    ^ ^ ^ 1.489.42 


Balance  in  Hibernia  Bank  and  Trust  Co $         35.27 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS. 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

New  Orleans.  La..  Jan.  18,  1922. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

By  die 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Annual  Library  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,    1 92 1 . 
Name  of  Library— -New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  Town— New  Orleans.     State-^Louisiana. 
Terms  of  \Jb^ — Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference. 
Number  of  Branches — Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central   Library    349 

Branches  307 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central   Library   76 

Branches  66 

Adults. 
Number    of    volumes    at    beginning    of 

year 1 48.40 1 

Number    of   volumes    added    during    the 

year   by  purchase 5,359 

Number    of    volumes    added    during    the 

year  by  gift  663 

Number    of   volumes    lost    or   withdrawn 

during  the  year  1,611 

Total    number    at    end    of    year     (count 

bound  books  only)    152,812 

Number   of   volumes   of    fiction    lent    for 

home  use  261,357 

Number  of  volumes   lent   for   home   use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circula- 
tion)          334.645      1 19.735     454.380 

RECEIPTS  FROM  PAYMENTS  FOR 

Unexpended    balance....$  79.29  Books    $10,387.88 

Local     taxation      (city  Periodicals    870.87 

appropriation)    55.000.00  Binding  1.548.36 

State   grants   None  Salaries.  Library  service   35.645.32 

Endo¥nnent  funds  4.104.97  Salaries,  janitor  service      7,170.00 

Membership  fees None  Light  (included  in  city 

Fine  and  sale  of  publi-  contract)     None 

cation   5.444.24  Rent    None 

Duplicate  collection  ....       None  Permanent  imp'vements       None 

Gifts    None  Other  expenses  7,270.37 

Other  sources  1 99.2 1  Balance  on  hand 1 .934.9 1 


Children. 

Total. 

22.181 

170.582 

1.198 

6,557 

86 

749 

510 

2.121 

22,955 

175.767 

80.090 

341.447 

$64,827.71  $64,827.71 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolb  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 9,874 

Number  of  newspapers  and    periodicals    currently    received 

(titles  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 360 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study  99,214 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1921. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Total  Circalatioii,  1921. 


TABLE  1. 


Central    Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 
Library.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.    Totals. 

HomeuM 206.066  62.269  45.011   60.356  60.512   16.144  454.360 

Library   use....  41.965    12.493     6.344     9.922    11.661      4.069     66.694 


Total 250.053  74.762  53.355   70,276  72.393  22.233   543.074 


Aimiud  Cirailation,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1910-1921. 

TABLE   2. 

Central        Royal      AlfdetB  Napoleon    Canal      Dryades 

Library.    Branch.    Branch.  Branch.    Branch.    Branch. 

1910  ^ 216.147     61.361      32.905  36.313 

1911  .^ 232.757     61.566     37.007  51.136 

1912   243.352     65.904     41.637  60,099 

1913   225.141      65.765     33.275  61.047 

1914  232.671      72.193     37.069  75.017 

1915   236.766     74.160     39.526  77,761 

1916  240.450     72,654     39,926  77.516 

1917   230.727     71.734     35.554  76.529 

1916  203.167     65.977     35.547  75,262 

1919  215,142     64,370     36,759  72,961 

1920   219,167     66,163     46,337  56,673 

1921    250,053     74,762     53,355  70,276 


17,929 
61,676 
62,155 
71,241 
65,269 
66,654 
62,633 
65.429 
66.716 
69.336 
72.393 


17,533 
21,740 
22,565 
22.025 
16.907 
22.233 


Total  Annual  Cnrcidation,  1905-1921. 

TABLE  3. 


1905 ^ 99.100 

1906 96,749 

1907 97,316 

1 906 245,559 

1909 325,057 

1910 350,746 

1911 400,397 

1912 472,666 


1913 447,403 

1914 466,411 

1915 495,504 

1916 ^ 517,125 

1917 500,916 

1 9 1 6 467,967 

1919 477,974 

1 920 460,603 

1921 543,074 


22 


N«w  OrlMiis  Public  Librwy 


Circulatioii  of  Adnlt  Non-Fictioiit  Central  Library, 

1917-1921. 


1917. 

General  workv  —  9, 1 73 

Philotophy  3,579 

Religion   -..  2,803 

Sociology  —  9,464 

Philology   2»186 

Natural  science  4,201 

Useful  arts ^...  9,096 

Fine  arts  4.097 

Literature 16,760 

History,    travel,    biog- 
raphy    17,342 

TotaU  ....~.. . 76,701 


TABLE  7. 

1916. 

I9F9. 

r920. 

1921. 

6,110 

6,151 

5,345 

7,260 

3,149 

4,164 

3,567 

4,646 

2,12! 

2,023 

1,769 

2,514 

7,095 

7,469 

7,605 

9,426 

1,932 

L793 

1,556 

1,737 

3,496 

3,490 

3.432 

3,703 

6,477 

6,997 

6,546 

9.762 

3,295 

3,899 

4,134 

5.060 

13.306 

14,435 

13.260 

18.026 

17,507 

16,033 

13,930 

16.792 

66.490       66.454       63.366        78,948 


Cnrodatioii  of  Adult  Non-Fictioii,  Branches,  1921. 


Royal 
Branch. 

General  works  797 

Philosophy  - 99 

Religion   —.  137 

Sociology  —.  507 

Philology   ~ —  128 

Natural  science 3 1 2 

Useful  arU  ^.  469 

Fine  arts  5 1 1 

Literature 1,335 

History,    travel,    biog- 
raphy    1,479 

Totals ^ 5,794 


TABLE  a. 

Algiers 

Napoleon 

Canal 

Dryadea 

Branch. 

Branch. 

Branch. 

Branch. 

299 

971 

715 

8 

94 

356 

361 

440 

131 

166 

305 

661 

406 

532 

668 

1,930 

61 

190 

332 

519 

232 

246 

464 

740 

365 

523 

695 

994 

265 

367 

553 

664 

1,097 

2,294 

2.155 

1.195 

690 

2,106 

2.055 

1.265 

3.662 


7.773         6.543 


8.436 


^i 


I* 
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CnrcnUitioii  of  Juvemle  Non-Fidioiiy  Central  Library, 

1917-1921. 

TABLE  9. 

1917.  1916.  1919.  1920.  1921. 

General  work*  10  115  1.245  1.536  768 

Philotophy  43  34  32  19  47 

ReUicion   894  748  504  652  412 

Sodology  7.094  6.713  6.748  6.172  5,432 

Philology    15  6  

Natural  science  1.103  716  710  762  969 

Useful  arts  1.988  1.288  1.581  1.145  1.061 

Fine  arts  1.972  1.259  1.070  1,123  1.100 

Literature 3.574  2.751  2.839  2.469  2.538 

History,    travel,    biog- 
raphy       5.072  3.837  3.660  3.405  2.671 

Touls  21.750  17.476  18.125  17.283  14.998 


Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1921. 

0 

TABLE    10. 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch.  Branch. 

General  works  251             6            

Philosophy  21  11  I  9  68 

Religion   538  358  460  378  339 

Sociology   2.720  3.066  2.987  2.973  1.951 

Philology    8  8  

Natural  science  1.089  364  549  545  724 

Uaeful  arts  1.072  406  539  722  903 

Fine  arts 1.293  410  559  656  888 

Literature  1.868  929  611  1.253  1.233 

History,    travel,    biog- 
raphy       2.557  1.059  1.107  1.443  1.219 

Totals  11.166  6.862  6.813  7,985  7,325 


Total  Circulation  Non-Fiction,  Central 

1917-1921. 

TABLE  11. 

1917.  1918.  1919. 

Central  Library  100,451  83.966  86.579 

Royal  Branch  17.377  16.458  15.792 

Algiers  Branch 9.380  7.93 1  7.994 

Napoleon  Branch  19.522  17.111  17.576 

Canal  Branch  19.561  17.880  17.696 

Dryades  Branch  13.732  14.105  13.790 

Totab 180,023      157,451      159.427 


and  Branches, 


1920. 

1921. 

80.669 

93.946 

16.251 

16.960 

9.736 

10.724 

12.087 

14.586 

15.254 

16.528 

13.855 

15.761 

147,852      168,505 
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Clmitficrtion  of  Books  Accewioned,  1917-1921. 

TABLE  12. 

1917.  1916.  1919.  1920.  1921. 

General  works  .^ 191  226  419  294  302 

Philosophy  -..        246  85  224  106  112 

ReUgion   245  51  59  76  72 

Sociology  1.180  500  680  513  599 

Philology 58  252  60  69  43 

Natural  science _.         143  110  176  154  156 

Useful  arte -...         787  395  818  436  519 

Fine  arU  265  161  210  164  162 

Uterature^ ^...         775  339  700  441  534 

Travel ^ 201  131  225  97  196 

Biography    ~ 245  142  207  149  159 

History  - 548  925  662  255  260 

Fiction  ^- 3,063  2,517  3.740  2,984  4,150 


Touls -^ 7.947         5,834         8,180         5,739  7,306 


CENTRAL   LIBRARY   AND   BRANCHES. 


Mon^  Received  from  Fines  and  Catalogues,  1921. 

TABLE  13. 

Central   Library   ....^ -..- ^ $3.5 18.89 

Royal  Branch  505.41 

Algiers  Branch  ...- - - ^ ^.  358.60 

Napoleon  Branch   - 390.75 

Canal  Branch  ^ ^ ^ 556.05 

Dryades  Branch  ^ 1  14.54 


Total  — — — _..     $5,444.24 

Number  of  Readers  in  Reference,  Reading^  and  Newspaper 

Rooms,  Central  Library,  1917-1921. 

TABLE  14. 

1917.        1918.       1919.        1920.        1921.         TotaL 
Week  Days — 
Reference     and 
r  e  a  d  i  n  R 

rooms   45.218     37.085     40,017     41,265     49,267     212.852 

Newspaper 

room  32.933     24.817     44,074     40.827     44,317      166.966 

Sundays- 
Reference     and 
r  e  a  d  i  n  ic 

rooms   2.746       2,305       2.810       2,492       2,604        12,957 

Newspaper 

room  2.594       2.513       3,025        3.049       3.026        14,207 


Touls  — ,.63,491     66.720     89.926     87,633     99,214     426.984 
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New  Orleans.   La.«  March    13,    1923. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  J.  McSkane.  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion Council  of  the   City  of  New  Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs: 

The  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical  report  of  the  Librarian  and 
of  the  various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library,  Fisk  Library 
and  Simon  Hernskeim  Library  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Therein  you  will  find  a  complete  statement  of  tke  workings  of  tkia 
branck  of  tke  City  Government,  botk  in  its  literary  and  financial 
statement,  tke  immense  good  it  kas  done,  tke  good  tkat  it  is  doing  and 
wkat  can  be  done  for  tke  benefit  of  tke  people  of  tke  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

These  reports,  after  careful  perusal,  1  am  sure  will  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  administration. 

We  desire  again  to  thank  you  for  the  increase  which  you  gave  us 
for  the  year  1922,  which  is  very  much  appreciated  by  the  entire  Board, 
but  we  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  in  the  future,  owing  to 
the  increased  population  and  the  great  demand  by  the  reading  public, 
that  this  fund  should  be  adequately  enlarged.  The  Board  of  Directors 
are  all  in  full  accord  in  the  propagation  and  advancement  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  library,  and  are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  carry  out 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  organized. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DeCRANGE, 

President. 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBltARY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  YEAR  1922 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — Our  library  has  now  completed  its  twenty- 
seventh  year  under  its  present  name.  1  have,  however,  several 
times  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact  that  though 
we  appear  to  be  a  recently  foimded  institution  our  library 
traces  its  origin  back  in  an  unbroken  line  through  the  Lyceum 
and  Library  Society  and  the  Mechanics  Institute  to  the  Fisk 
Free  Library,  established  by  the  legacy  of  Abijah  Fisk  in 
the  year  1843.  These  early  foundations  were  re-organized 
and  began  a  renewed  life  in  April  1896  under  the  name  of 
the  New  Orleans  Public  Library.  Its  collection  of  books  was  an 
excellent  one  and  included  some  thirty  or  thirty-five  thous- 
and volumes.  The  appropriation  for  its  maintenance  was 
so  small  that  little  successful  library  woik  could  be  done. 
In  Jime  1906,  when  I  assumed  the  duties  of  librarian,  the 
library  had  slowly  grown  until  its  book  collection  included 
about  60,000  volumes.  The  number  of  borrowers  was  less 
than  5,000  and  the  library  was  housed  on  the  upper  floor 
of  one  of  the  Court  Buildings.  To-day  we  have  in  our  Main 
Library  Building  and  groimds  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
library  property  in  the  country  and  have  in  addition  five 
fairly  large  branch  buildings.  Our  collection  of  books  in- 
cludes 184,679  volumes;  of  this  number  119,990  at  the 
Main  Library;  14,856,  Royal  Branch;  13,6.31,  Algiers  Branch; 
13,953,  Napoleon  Branch:  13,846,  Canal  Branch;  8,403, 
Dryades  Branch. 

There  are  now  28,000  borrowers  withdrawing  books  from 
the  library,  and  during  the  year  106,322  persons  read  in 
the  Reading,  Magazine  and  Newspaper  Rooms.  The  cir- 
culation has  increased  from  about  99,000  in  1906  to  625,997 
in  1922. 

The  last  five  years  have  presented  phases  of  life  and  work 
most  unusual  in  the  library  world.     Tlie  usual  course  of  life 
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for  the  greater  part  of  the  world  was  interrupted  and  changed 
materially  when  the  World  War,  the  great  disturbing  cause 
was  concluded.  Tlie  spirit  of  social  and  economic  unrest 
was  everywhere  apparent  in  the  earlier  months  of  this  period 
of  five  years.  The  minds  of  our  people  as  well  as  their 
social  and  economic  habits  and  conditions  have,  to  a  great 
extent,  returned  to  their  usual  channels.  All  of  these  changes 
have  been  reflected  most  distinctly  in  the  character  and  ex- 
tent of  the  reading  that  has  been  done.  A  study  of  our 
records  shows  that  in  this  time  the  reading  of  fiction  at  the 
Main  Library  has  increased  fifty  per  cent;  juvenile  fiction 
thirty  per  cent;  adult  non-fiction  thirty-three  per  cent;  juven- 
ile non-fiction  twenty-two  per  cent.  The  total  increase  in 
the  circulation  of  the  Main  Library  is  about  thirty-seven  per 
cent;  Royal  Branch,  adult  fiction  eighteen  per  cent;  juvenile 
fiction  twenty-three  per  cent;  adult  non-fiction  seven  per  cent; 
juvenile  non-fiction  twenty-two  per  cent,  a  total  increase 
of  about  eighteen  per  cent;  Algiers  Branch,  adult  fiction  thirty- 
seven  per  cent;  juvenile  fiction  fifty-eight  per  cent;  adult  non- 
fiction  nineteen  per  cent;  juvenile  non-fiction  forty-nine  per 
cent,  a  total  increase  of  about  forty-one  per  cent;  Napoleon 
Branch,  adult  fiction  twenty  per  cent;  juvenile  fiction  nine- 
teen per  cent;  adult  non-fiction  fourteen  per  cent;  juvenile 
non-fiction  seven  per  cent;  a  total  increase  of  about  fifteen 
per  cent;  Canal  Branch,  adult  fiction  twenty-eight  per  cent; 
juvenile  fiction  nineteen  per  cent;  adult  non-fiction  six  per 
cent;  juvenile  non-fiction  five  per  cent;  a  total  increase  of 
about  thirteen  per  cent;  Dryades  Branch,  adult  fiction  twenty- 
nine  per  cent;  juvenile  fiction  forty-one  per  cent;  adult  non- 
fiction  twenty-six  per  cent;  juvenile  non-fiction  eleven  per 
cent;  a  total  increase  of  about  twenty  per  cent. 

Our  work  with  the  schools,  which  we  consider  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  has  progressed  most  satisfactorily.  We 
have  been  aided  in  this  work  by  the  earnest  efforts  of  the 
Assistant  Superintendents  of  Education,  the  Supervisors  of 
Reading,  the  Superintendent  of  Education  and  a  number  of 
the  school  principals.     Tlie  head  of  the  Juvenile  Department 
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each  year  visits  every  school  and  arranges  with  the  princi- 
pals and  teachers  for  the  most  liberal  distribution  of  books 
that  the  laws  and  ordinances  under  which  our  library  is  organ- 
ized permit 

Tlie  Newspapers  have  this  year  been  liberal  in  the  space 
given  to  library  activities.  This  publicity  and  the  frequent 
call  on  the  librarian  for  talks  before  literary  and  historical 
bodies,  and  the  various  schools  of  the  city  constitute  the  only 
form  of  advertising  that  our  library  gets.  Tlie  lack  of  funds 
prevents  systematic  advertising  such  as  is  employed  by  other 
libraries. 

Tlie  library  property  includes  six  buildings  and  their  sites, 
furniture  and  books.  The  buildings  are  all  in  good  condition, 
except  the  Algiers  Branch,  the  roof  of  which  must  be  repaired. 
The  outside  woodwork  of  the  Main  Library  is  badly  in  need 
of  painting. 

Tlie  revenues  of  the  library  are  derived  from  two  en- 
dowments, the  Fisk  and  Simon  Hernsheim,  and  from  the  annual 
appropriation  of  the  Commission  Council.  Tlie  increased  ap- 
propriation made  last  year  by  the  Council  showed  immediate- 
ly in  the  increased  circulation  of  our  library,  made  possible 
by  the  increased  number  of  books  that  we  were  able  to  pur- 
chase. Our  circulation,  as  1  have  previously  stated,  showed 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  nearly  100,000.  The 
annual  circulation  is  distributed  as  follows:  Main  Library, 
279,860;  Royal  Branch,  82,656;  Algiers  Branch,  64,019; 
Napoleon  Branch,  91,360;  Canal  Branch  81,914;  Dryades 
Branch,  26,188. 

During  the  year  we  lost  by  death  from  our  Board  Hon. 
Paul  Capdeville  and  Mr.  Adolph  Katz.  Mr.  Katz  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  W.  Irving  Moss.  As  Mr.  Capdeville  was  an 
ex-officio  member  he  was  not  replaced. 

Our  library  force  consists  of  a  librarian  and  a  staff  of 
twenty-<>ne  ladies,  a  secretary,  two  stenographers,  fourteen 
pages,  two  clerks,  a  bookkeeper,  seven  janitors,  two  porters 
and,  for  four  months,  an  engineer;  fifty-two  employees. 


JUVENILE  DEPARTMENT  (M.  L.) 

Tlie  Juvenile  Department  is  designed  to  serve  readers  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  and  all  of  those  who  have  not  entered 
the  high  schools.  Tlie  collection  of  books  in  this  depart- 
ment numbers  11,122;  the  number  of  borrowers  is  3,560; 
and  the  circulation  for  the  year  was  57,627,  or  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  the  average  circulation  of  our  four  white  branches. 
Naturally,  the  work  in  this  department  brings  it  in  more  direct 
contact  with  the  schools  than  has  the  work  in  the  other  de- 
partments. By  repeated  and  regular  visits  to  the  schools, 
cooperation  is  established   and   maintained   very   effectively. 

Our  library  is  not  permitted  to  establish  deposit  stations 
in  any  building  that  is  not  imder  the  control  of  the  Library 
Board.  A  special  system  for  the  issuance  of  books  to  the 
schools  had,  therefore,  to  be  devised.  Tlie  plan  now  em- 
ployed is  a  very  satisfactory  one,  but  one  that  is  rather  diffi- 
cult to  induce  the  schools  to  adopt.  Tlie  effectiveness  of 
this  plan  and  its  feasibility  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  schools,  the  Lusher,  sometimes  withdraws  as  many  as 
400  books  in  a  day;  and  the  Kruttschnitt  frequently  with- 
draws 300  in  a  day. 

Again  this  year  we  have  obtained  our  best  results  from 
the  liberal  keeping  of  statistics  in  order  to  determine  the  ex- 
act character  of  reading  desired  by  our  borrowers,  and  from 
the  establishment  of  the  closest  possible  relations  between 
the  assistants  in  this  department  and  their  yoimg  readers. 
To  carry  out  this  work  effectively  has  required  the  abandon- 
ment of  many  of  the  forms  of  library  work  conunonly  used 
to  stimulate  and  direct  the  attention  of  yoimg  readers.  Thb 
means  that  we  make  few  picture  bulletins,  hold  few  con- 
tests and  competitions;  aid  in  the  organization  of  few  clubs 
and  have  reduced  bibliographies  to  brief  practical  working 
lists. 

Our  Children's  Book  Week,  that  has  always  been  a  suc- 
cess, was  this  year  even  more  successful  than  usual.  Over 
13,000  children  visited  our  book  exhibits  and  heard  the 
lectures  and  story  telling  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  vol- 
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unteer  speakers.  Nearly  one  hundred  schools  sent  delegates 
to  the  exhibit  There  were  many  adult  visitors  who  were 
quite  as  much  interested  as  were  the  children.  Many  of  the 
speakers  and  story  tellers  were  men  and  women  of  eminence, 
leaders  in  the  subjects  which  they  discussed  for  the  benefit 
of  our  young  patrons. 

The  Times-Picayune  has  conducted  for  this  department 
a  contest  in  the  writing  of  essays  on  famous  books. 

Tlie  director  of  the  Little  Hieatre  kindly  gave  us  a  Christ- 
mas reading,  we  invited  to  this  reading  not  only  the  young 
borrowers  of  the  library,  but  the  children  of  the  several  orphan 
asylums  of  the  city. 

One  of  the  largest  exhibits  held  in  the  department  this 
3rear,  was  that  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  Society. 

Tlie  biggest  piece  of  work  undertaken  was  a  census,  taken 
in  the  first  eight  grades  of  the  public  schools  to  ascertain 
just  what  books  and  what  character  of  books  each  boy  and 
girl  preferred  to  read.  The  replies  to  our  queries  are  ac- 
companied by  the  reason  for  the  choice  in  each  case.  This 
data  is  now  being  tabulated  and  the  results  will  be  of  great 
value  to  us  in  our  work. 

Tlie  assistant  in  charge  of  this  department,  together  with 
the  librarian,  spoke  as  usual  at  a  number  of  the  schools  during 
ion  Week. 


Tlie  subject  of  the  annual  essay  contest  conducted  by  the 
United  daughters  of  the  Confederacy  was  the  Life  and 
Work  of  Judah  P.  Benjamin. 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT  (M.  L.) 

The  work  of  this  department  has,  in  its  general  character, 
been  the  same  as  throughout  last  year.  As  our  circulation 
increased  by  nearly  100,000  over  the  circulation  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  the  volume  of  work  done  in  the  circulation  de- 
partment vras  considerably  increased. 

The  usual  records  to  determine  the  character  of  books 
desired  by  the  public  were  kept.      Tlie  bibliographies  and 
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exhibits  displayed,   included  the  books  or  list  of  books  on 
the   following  subjects: 

Daily  Exhibit  of  Current  Events;  Best  Plays  of  Today, 
American  Library  Association  Selection;  Period  Furniture; 
Costumes  for  the  School  Carnivals;  Public  Health  Nurse; 
Russian  Opera;  Lenten  Reading,  Religious  Book  Week; 
Books  of  Appeal  in  Business;  Travel;  Wanderlust;  Back  to 
Nature;  May  Day;  Mothers  Day;  Books,  the  Ideal  Gradu- 
ation Gift;  Uniform  College  Entrance  Requirements;  Best 
Books  of  1921,  New  York  State  Library's  Selection; 
Hallowe'en,  this  display  resulted  in  the  circulation  of  every 
book  in  the  collection;  Christmas,   and  Modem  Drama. 

The  newspapers  have  Hberally  assisted  us  in  popularizing 
the  circulation  of  certain  books;  Tlie  Times-Picayune  pub- 
lishes a  weekly  list  on  the  Woman's  Page,  and  a  monthly 
list  of  the  most  notable  additions  to  the  circulation  depart- 
ment. The  Item  publishes  a  monthly  list  of  books  on  Busi- 
ness. The  States  publishes  a  monthly  list  on  Arts  and  Crafts, 
and  all  of  them  have  published  frequent  interviews  with  the 
librarian  on  topics  of  interest  to  the  library  and  its  borrowers. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  addition  to  the  circulation  de- 
partment was  the  sixteen  volume  set  of  Reeds  Service  Manual 
which  gives  a  diagram  and  instructions  concerning  the  opera- 
tion and  repair  of  the  Starting,  Lighting  and  Ignition  System, 
of  practically  every  automobile  commonly  used  in  the  United 
States. 

We  have  had  less  trouble  this  year  than  ever  before  in 
finding  good  material  for  substitutes  in  the  summer  months. 
An  ample  number  of  college  girls  are  each  year  now  apply- 
ing for  this  work  and  are  willing  to  enter  brief  training  classes 
to  properly  fit  them  for  their  duties. 

Tlie  head  of  the  Circulation  Department  is  also  conduct- 
ing a  monthly  class  of  instruction  for  the  regular  employees 
of  her  group.  I  regret  very  much  that  thb  cannot  be  a  class 
of  daily  instruction. 
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It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  circulation  of  Best 
Books  and  Classic  Old  Favorites  have  been  used  far  more 
by  men  readers  than  by  the  ladies. 

The  Radio  entertainments  given  by  the  daily  papers  have 
stimulated  such  an  interest  in  this  subject  that  it  has  un- 
doubtedly been  the  most  popular  one  during  the  year. 

Tlie  usual  work  was  done  to  assist  the  students  of  the 
Tulane  and  Loyola  Summer  Schools. 

Tlie  Railways  of  France  and  Italy  sent  us  thirty-six  beau- 
tiful art  posters  depicting  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  these 
two  countries.  We  used  these  posters  in  connection  with 
book  displays  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  biography,  history 
and  travel. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT  (M.  L.) 

In  the  Reference  Department  there  are  13,613  volumes. 
Of  this  number  6,371  are  bound  and  indexed  magazines. 
There  were  32,040  readers  in  the  Reference  Room.  The 
additions  to  this  department  were  451,  including  1  72  maga- 
zines. There  were  a  few  accessions  that  were  notable  or 
of  value.  Some  of  the  more  important  were: — * 'Encyclopaedia 
Britannica,**  three  supplemental  volumes;  Pyle,  * 'Record  of 
his  illustrations  and  writings;**  * 'Effect  of  the  Physical  Make 
up  of  a  Book  on  Children,**  Bamburger;  * 'Jubilee  Souvenir 
of  Temple  Sinai,**  Heller;  **New  Constitutions  of  Europe,** 
McBain;  * 'Supreme  Courts  in  the  United  States  History,** 
Warren;  **Ship  Names  of  the  United  States  Navy,**  Neeser; 
"Outline  of  Science,*'  Thomas;  "Coal  Catalogue,  combined 
with  Coal  Field  Directory;**  "Handbook  of  the  Petroleum 
Industry,"  David;  "Pittsburg  Flood  Commission  Report;" 
"Service  Manual  of  Starting,  Lighting  and  Ignition,**  Reed; 
"Wad  and  Cultivated  Cotton  Plants  of  the  World,"  Watt; 
"Forest  Products  Laboratory  Decennial  Record,  1910-1920;" 
"Cane  Sugar,"  Deer;  "Gas  Chemists  Handbook,**  American 
Gas  Association;  "Soap-making  Manual,**  Thomson;  "Inter- 
national Trade  Developer,  1922- 192 3;**  "Oudines  of  the 
History  of  Art,"  Lubke;  "Jewelry  Making  and  Design,"  Rose 
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and  Cirino;  **MacmiIlan*s  Historical  Atlas  of  Modem  Europe;** 
''Complete  Atlas  of  the  World,**  Rand  McNally;  ''Mississippi 
Valley  Beginnings,*'   Chambers. 

PERIODICAL,  UNITED  STATES,  STATE  AND  LOCAL 

DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie  library  subscribes  to  237  periodicals  and  receives,  as 
gifts  exclusive  of  public  documents  and  kindred  publications, 
124.  The  readers  in  the  magazine  and  reference  room  niun- 
bered  58,291,  and  in  the  newspaper  room  48,031.  We 
added  to  our  Federal  document  collection  1 63  boimd  volumes 
and  2,132  pamphlets;  to  our  Louisiana  documents  collection, 
1 2  bound  and  2 1  unbound  documents ;  and  to  our  City  of 
New  Orleans  documents,  I  bound  volume  and  5  pamphlets. 
There  were  1820  calls  for  United  States  documents.  This 
is  an  exceptional  use  of  documents  when  we  consider  that 
all  of  the  most  popular  documents  have  been  removed  to 
the  reference  department  and  therefore  are  not  included  in 
these  statistics.  The  Superintendent  of  Documents  has  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  forward  to  the  depositors,  govern- 
ment documents  as  soon  as  they  are  issued  instead  of  holding 
all  doctiments  until  the  fixed  monthly  date  of  shipment  Tliis 
new  plan  will  enable  us  to  give  our  readers  much  prompter 
and  more  satisfactory  service. 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  cataloguing  department  accessioned,  classified  and  cata- 
logued 12,370  volumes,  including  688  gifts;  discarded  3,458 
books;  prepared  all  books  for  the  shelves,  new  books,  re- 
bounds, exchanges  and  transfers. 

This  year  we  have  continued  the  issuing  of  books  to  the 
branches  to  circulate  for  three  months  at  each  branch  and 
then  return  to  the  main  library  or  to  be  assigned  to  that  branch 
in  which  they  have  been  popular. 

A  general  revision  of  the  Catalogue  and  a  general  revision 
of  the  classification  of  the  Main  Library  was  begun. 

A  fidler  analysis  of  the  essa3rs,  biographies,  and  modem 
plays  has  been  made. 
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One  of  the  features  of  this  year  has  been  the  checking  up 
of  the  circulation  of  the  branches  to  determine  the  books 
that  do  not  circulate  a  sufficient  number  of  times  to  warrant 
their  retention.  The  books  unpopular  in  one  branch  have 
been  transferred  either  to  the  Main  Library  or  to  the  branch 
in  which  they  would  be  more  likely  to  be  used. 

Again,  this  year,  work  in  the  Catalogue  Department  has 
been  seriously  hampered  by  substituting  for  absentees  in  other 
departments.  Nearly  one  quarter  of  the  time  of  the  entire 
force  has  been  lost  in  this  manner. 

MENDING  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  bound  from  sheets  300  books;  sewed 
and  recased  1  7,063;  sewed  into  pamphlet  cases  429;  mended 
16,049;  made  831  book  covers;  and  sent  to  the  binders 
2,289  volunies.  This  department  does  also  all  work  required 
in  relabeling  books  in  the  Circulation  Department. 

REGISTRATION  DEBARMENT. 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor.  The  bor- 
rower s  card  is  issued  for  three  years.  There  is  a  Juvenile 
Card;  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower  wishes  to  dispense  with 
the  guarantor,  a  deposit  Card,  and  in  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August,  and  September,  a  Summer  Card.  On  the  Juven- 
ile card  two  books  can  be  withdrawn;  on  the  adult  branch 
card,  three,  on  the  adult  main  card,  five,  and  on  the  deposit 
card,  one.  There  are  now  in  force  27,919  cards  of  all 
character,  of  this  number   11,385  were  issued  in   1922. 

To  this  department  is  assigned  the  Librarian's  secretary 
and  the  stenographers,  and  they  handle  the  work  of  this  de- 
partment, issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send  out  all  delin- 
quent notices  for  the  Main  Library  and  most  of  them  for 
the  Branches,  compile  monthly  and  annual  reports  and  do 
all  stenographic  and  typewriting  work  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  correspondence  of  the  librarian.  That  this  latter  part  of 
the  work  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  Librarian  sent  out  of  his  office  8 1 00  pieces  of  signed 
mail  and   7,150  form  letters  that  do  not  require  signature. 
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STAFF. 

The  working  force  at  the  Main  Library  includes  in  addition 
to  the  Librarian  eleven  members  of  the  staff.  Besides  the 
Staff  members  there  are  fourteen  pages,  a  secretary,  two  steno- 
graphers, two  clerks,  a  bookkeeper,  two  janitors,  two  porters 
and,  for  four  months,  an  engineer.  The  force  at  each  of 
the  five  branches  consists  of  two  Staff  members  and  a  janitor. 

During  the  year  Miss  Guirovich,  Miss  Kay  and  Miss  Rey- 
nolds were  promoted  from  pageship  to  positions  on  the  Staff. 
Miss  Barnes  and  Miss  ScuIIin  resigned  on  accoimt  of  their 
approaching  marriage.  Miss  Duplantier  resigned  to  accept 
a  better  paying  position  in  one  of  the  libraries  of  the  public 
schools. 

The  two  young  women  at  the  Colored  Branch  were  pro- 
moted as  probationary  appointees. 

We  still  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  inducing  any  one  with 
the  proper  education  to  apply  for  Staff  positions  on  accoimt 
of  the  small  salaries  that  we  pay.  In  many  cases  our  salaries 
are  less  than  one-half  the  amount  paid  to  the  teachers  in 
the  public  schools.  CXir  library  has  grown  to  be  such  a  large 
institution  and  our  Staff  has  dwindled  to  so  few,  with  very 
little  hope  of  proper  augmentation,  that  the  outlook  for  com- 
petent and  efficient  service  is  not  bright. 

BRANCHES. 

The  branches  have  shared  with  the  Main  Library  the  in- 
creased circulation  this  year.  The  Algiers  Branch  is  especi- 
ally to  be  commended  for  the  very  large  increase  in  its  cir- 
culation. The  Negro  Branch  showed  the  next  largest  increase, 
then  followed  the  Royal  Branch,  then  the  Napoleon  Branch 
and  last  Canal  Branch. 

There  are  five  Branches  in  our  system: 

Royal — Number  of  books,  14,856;  additions  in  the  year, 
1,761;  circulation,  82,656;  number  of  borrowers*   3.242. 

Algiers — Number  of  books,  13,631 ;  additions  in  the  year, 
1,534;  circulation,  64,019;  number  of  borrowers,   3.699. 
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Napoleon— Number  of  books,  1 3,953;  additions  in  the  year, 
1,706;  circulation,  91,360;  number  of  borrowers,   3,882. 

Canal — ^Number  of  books,  13,846;  additions  in  the  year, 
1,530;  circulation,   81,914;  number  of  borrowers,   4,106. 

Dryades — Number  of  books,  8,403;  additions  in  the  year, 
1,145;  circulation,   26,188;  number  of  borrowers,    1,325. 

A  special  effort  will  be  made  during  the  coming  year  to 
make  the  work  of  the  Branches  more  uniform  and  to  en- 
deavor, through  most  vigorous  efforts  to  create  a  greater 
local  interest  in  the  library  and  extend  its  circulation. 

HOUDAYS. 

CXir  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  other 
libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  however,  on 
account  of  local  conditions. 

The  library  is  closed  from  5  p.  m.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  a.  m.  the  next  Wednesday;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints*  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day;  December  24th,  from  12  m.  to  December 
26th,  9  a.  m. ;  December  31st,  from  12  m.  to  January  2nd, 
9  a.  m.;  and,  at  5  p.  m.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  Staff  who  has  worked  in  the  library  for  the 
six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period.  All  days  of  ab- 
sence are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no  vaca- 
tion shall  be  less  than  fifteen  days. 

1  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the  attached 
tables  as  my  report  for  the  year  1922. 

H.  M.  GILL, 

Librarian. 
February  14.  1923. 
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THE  NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY. 


Receipts  and  Expendituret  for  the  Yeer  1922. 


RECEIPTS. 
General  Fund   Balance  from   year    1921. 


$   1.899.64 


City   of   New   Orleans   appropriation   for 
1922 

Interest  on  Daily  Balance  Marine  Bank  &  Trust 
Co. 

Bourbon  Street  Property  Rentals. 


Miscellaneous  Sale  Waste  Paper,  etc. 
Fines  and  Catalogues,  Main  Library. 
Fines  and  Catalogues,  Royal  Branch. 


Fines  and  Catalogues,  Algiers  Branch. 


Fines  and  Catalogues,  Napoleon  Brand 
Fines  and  Catalogues,  Canal  Branch. 


Fines  and  Catalogues,  Dryades  Branch. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Main  Library- 
Books  


Periodicals 
Binding 


General  Expenses 

Insurance    ,.< 

Heating 


Printing  and  Stationery. 
Salaries 


Royal 

General  Expenses 


Printing  and  Stationery 

Heating 

Binding 

Salaries 


Algiers  Branch^ 
General  Expenses 


Printing  and  Stationery. 

Heating 

Binding 

Salaries 


.$75,000.00 

170.71 

3,000.00 

96.82 

3,937.39 

550.88 

336.29 

577.77 

702.26 

101. 


84,473.38 
$86,373.02 


.$13,735.33 
.     1,497.11 

969.87 
.     5,956.67 

276.00 

236.08 

878.89 
',  35,487.85— $59,037.80 


Amount  brought  forward. 


551.29 

224.18 

28.50 

298.01 

3,129.20—     4,231.18 


289.02 

223.51 

47.50 

171.85 

3,060.00— 


3.791.88 


$67,060.86 
467»060.86 


Napoleon 

General  Expenses 


Printing  and  Stationery. 

Heating 

Binding 

Salaries    _.—«-...-««««.««. 


215.69 

242.27 

47.50 

363.60 

3,059. 


3.929.10 
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Caaal  Branek— 

Ganeral  Expenses 485.26 

PrintinR  and  Stationery 247.07 

HeatinR 47.50 

Binding 312.78 

Salariee 2,972.90—     4.065.51 

DnracUt  Branek— 

General   Expenses 155.65 

Printing  and  Stationery-..^ 204.37 

Heating 47.50 

Salaries 2.697.30—     3.104.82 


$78,160.29 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  Receipts $86,373.02 

Total  DisbursemenU 78.160.29 


Balance    in    Banks $  8,212.73 

Marine  Bank  &  Trust  Co $  8,038.36 

Hibemia   Bank   &   Trust   Co...^ 174.37—     8.212.73 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from    1921 $         35.27 

Interest  Board  of  Liquidation  Trustees 1.480.00^      1.515.27 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

m^%9%^9m9  ———»—————■■■  —  ■>■■■  ■■■■■■■■■■■  ■■■■»■——  ■■■■■■—■—•■■■■■  ■■■•■>■■■■■■—>■■>•■■■•»■•—■—*■*■•■■■<■■■■■•■•■>■•■■■■  ■■  I   f  ^B  Mi  ^B  V  \M    I 


Balance  ¥fith  Hibemia  Bank  &  Trust  Co. $         90.66 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS. 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

New    Orleans.    La..    January    26th.     1923. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

By  dM 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Annual  Library  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,    1922. 
Name  of  Library— New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  To¥fn — New  Orleans.     State— —Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use— Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference. 
Number  of  Branckes— Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

^^MWkmm\0mm^S9        ■■■■■■■■  — ■■■■■■P«M««»»»*«»««r««HB««««iwg*>rfgi»«B»««i«wi«»KWT»TT-i-r¥ TTr»i«nwrTT  —  t-i  t  wttrr-tT-       ifiTiiii'iBi    i<i  i  iiii    ■■»»■■¥-■  ^  ^F  ^W 

Hours   open   each  week   for   lending  and    reading: 
Central   Library 


Number    of    volumes    at    beginning    of 

Number    of    volumes    added    during    the 

year  by  purchase 

Number    of    volumes    added    during    the 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 
during  the  year 

Total  number  at  end  of  year  (count 
bound   books  only) 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for 
home   use   t,  .  .^  ^r ..  ,.■.■■.■■.. .....,■.._ 

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use 
(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circula- 
tion)    

RECEIPTS  FROM 
Unexpected  balance  ......$    1,899.64 

Local   taxation    (city 

appropriation)    

State  grants  

Endowment  funds 

Membership   fees   None 

Fine  and  sale  of  publi 

cation   

Duplicate  collection 

Other    sources    ^ 


Adults 

Children 

76 
66 

Total 

152.751 

23,016 

175.767 

4.608 

7.074 

11.682 

654 

34 

688 

1.780 

1.678 

3.458 

156.233 

28.446 

184.679 

285.396 

103.338 

388.734 

514.942 


75.000.00 
None 
4.480.00 


6.205.85 
None 
None 
267.53 


366.025     148,917 

PAYMENTS  FOR 
Books   «..^....^^.^>^......^.^.~..9 13.1 37.94 

Periodicals    1 ,497. 1 1 

Binding  2.116.31 

Salaries,  Library  service  40,655.09 
Salaries,  Janitor  service  9.714.81 
Light   (included  in  city 

contracts)  None 

Rent   — None 

Permanent    imp'vments       None 

Other  expenses 10.406.37 

Balance  on  hand. 8.303.39 


$87,853.02 

Number  of  prints  for  home  use ^^ 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 

Number   of  newspapers   and   periodicals   currently   received 

(titles  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study 


$87,853.02 
None 
None 
11.385 

361 
106.322 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1922. 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 


Total  Circulation,  1922. 


TABLE  No.  1 


Central     Royal  Aliners  Napoleon  Canal    Dryades  -r  ^  i 
Library  Branch  Branch  Branch      Branch    Branch 

Home  use  .....228.201    68.198  51.781    81.007   64.549  21.206  514.942 
Ubraryuse„  51.659    14.458    12.238    10.353    17.365      4.982    111.055 

Total   279.860  82.656  64.019  91.360  81.914  26.188  625.997 

Annual  Circulation^  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1910-1922. 

TABLE  No.  2 

Central         Royal    Aliners    Napoleon  Canal       Dryades 
Library       Branch    Branch    Branch       Branch      Branch 

1910  218.147  61.381  32.905  38,313  - 

1911  232.757  61,566  37.007  51.138  17.929      _ 

1912  243.352  65.904  41.637  60.099  61.876      

1913  225.141  65.785  33.275  61.047  62.155 

1914  232.871  72.193  37.089  75.017  71.241       

1915  238.786  74.160  39.528  77.761  65.269      

1916  240.450  72.854  39.928  77.516  68.854  17.533 

1917  230.727  71.734  35.554  78.529  62.633  21.740 

1918  203,167  65.977  35.547  75.282  65.429  22.565 

1919 215,142  64.370  36.759  72.961  66,716  22.025 

1920  219.167     68.183     46.337     58.673     69.336      18.907 

1921  250.053     74.762     53,355     70.278     72.393     22.233 

1922  279.860     82.656     64.019     91.360     81.914     26.188 

Total  Annual  Circulation,  1905-1922. 

TABLE  No.  3 

905 99. 1 00  191 4 488.4 1 1 

906 98,749  1 9 1 5 495.504 

907 ,  97,316  1916 _....  517.125 

908 245,559  1 9 1 7 „.  500.9 1 8 

909 325.057  1918 467,967 

910 350,746  1919 477,974 

911 400,397  1920 480,603 

912 472,868  1921-. „ 543.074 

913 447.403  1922 625.997 
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Circiibtion  of  Adult  Fietiao,  Central  Libmr  awl  BnacbM, 
191B-1922. 

TABLE  No.  4 
1916          1919           1920 

C«lr»l    Library    90.712        96,186      104.715 

34.140       31.662       35.200 

19.337        20,090       23.990 

41,630       39,855       33.190 

3^^$S^1.565        32.748       37.019 

Tz::r5,826     5.704     2,789 

1921           1922 
126.021      134.212 
39.947        41.348 
28,968        31.014 
4L043        51.766 
39.427        44.208 
3,404          4.340 

Total.. 223.210     226,245     236.903      278.710     306.86S 

CircuktioD  of  Juvenile  Bction,  Central  library  and  Brandice, 
1918.1922. 

TABLE  No.  6 

1918  1919 
32.377 
16.025 
8,675 
15,530 
16.272 
2,538 


Diyados 


16,541 
15.984 
2.634 


1920 

1921 

1922 

33,783 

30,086 

36.067 

16.730 

17.955 

21.279 

12,611 

13.663 

19.808 

1 3.396 

14,649 

20.425 

17,063 

16.438 

19.734 

2.263 

3,068 

4.488 

Total... 


.  87.306       91,417       95.846       95,859      121.801 


Total  Circnilatioa  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branchei, 

1918-1922. 

TABLE  No.  6 

1918  1919  1920  1921 

Central  L^rary  „„.1  19,201       128.563       138,498      156.107 

47,687 

28,765 
55.385 
49,020 
8,242 


49,519 
27.616 
58.171 
47,549 
8,460 


51.932 

36,601 
46,586 
54.082 
5,052 


57.802 
42,631 
55.692 
55,865 
6,472 


1922 
70.279 
62.627 
50.822 

72.191 
63.942 
8.828 


of  Adnh  Non-Fktion.  Central  LibcaiT. 
1918-1922. 
TABLE  No.  7 


Sociology  

Pkilology 

Natural  icieiiGe  .. 
Uiaful    arU 


HUlory.   ttaval.   biog- 


1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

6.110 

6,151 

5,345 

7,260 

6.221 

3.149 

4.164 

3,587 

4.646 

4.705 

2.121 

2.023 

1,789 

2.514 

2.654 

7.095 

7.469 

7.805 

9.426 

1 1.045 

1.932 

1,793 

1.556 

1.737 

1.631 

3.496 

3.490 

3.432 

3.703 

8.477 

8.997 

8.548 

9,782 

11.087 

3,295 

3,899 

4.134 

5.060 

6.014 

13.308 

14.435 

13.260 

18.02S 

20.078 

17,507 

16,033 

13.930 

16.792 

18.439 

.  66,490       68,454       63.386       78,948       88.208 


h! 


¥ 


u 
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Circulatkm  of  Adult  Non-Fictioii,  Branches,  1922. 

TABLE  No.  8 

Royal      Alfders  Napoleon  Canal  Dryadet 

Branch     Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General  works  721              252  1.272  625  45 

Philosophy 88             105  528  443  541 

Reliinon  ...^ 86             107  314  248  704 

Sociology  - 523             351  661  857  1,701 

Philology  308               68  143  171  310 

Natural  science  280             236  377  372  977 

Useful   arts   538             380  813  783  1.102 

Fine  arts  _ 511              282  523  422  1.058 

Literature 1.552           1.158  3,081  2,873  1.312 

History,    travel,   biog- 
raphy  1.706             869  2,699    .  2.147  1.183 

Totals 6,313          3,808  10,411  8.941  8.933 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library, 

1910-1922. 

TABLE  No.  9 

1918          1919  1920  1921  1922 

General    works 115           1.245  1.536  768  1.091 

Philosophy  . 34                32  19  47  59 

Religion 748             504  652  412  725 

Sociology  ^ 6.7 1 3          6,748  6, 1 72  5.432  7,8 1 1 

Philoloffv  1 5  6 

Natural  science  716             710  762  969  1,567 

Useful    arts 1,288           1.581  1,145  1.061  1,326 

Fine  arts  1.259          1.070  1.123  1.100  1.354 

Uterature    2.751          2.839  2.469  2.538  3,285 

History,   travel,   biog- 
raphy   3,837          3.660  3.405  2,671  4,155 

Totals 17,476        18,125  17,283  14.998  21,373 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1922. 

TABLE  No.  10 

Royal      Branch  Napoleon     Canal  Dryadet 

Branch    Algiers  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General  works  0              202  0  13  2 

Philiotophy 88                19  4  34  68 

Religion 468             288  407  312  408 

Sociology 4.678          4.569  3.549  4,053  2,560 

Philology  -...              2                  8  0  0  0 

Natural  science  ...      1,217              626  835  631  960 

Useful   arts    1,167              467  701  713  1,080 

Fine  arts  1,461              565  746  498  1,070 

Literature    1,979           1,246  873  1,315  1,058 

History,  travel,  biog- 
raphy       2,656          1.399  1.643  1,462  1,221 

Totals 13,716         9,389  8.758  9,031  8,427 
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Total  Ciradatkm  Non-Fictioii,  Central  Library  and  Branckes, 

1918-1922. 


TABLE  No. 

11 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

Central  Library 

83.966 

86.579 

80.669 

93.946 

109.581 

Royal   Branch   

16.458 

15.792 

16,251 

1 6.960 

20.029 

Algiers  Branch 

7,931 

7.994 

9.736 

10.724 

13.197 

Napoleon  Branch 

17.111 

17.576 

12.087 

14,586 

19.169 

Canal   Branch   — ~.. 

1 7.880 

17.696 

15.254 

16.528 

17.972 

Dryadea    Branch   

14.105 

13.790 

13.855 

15.761 

17.360 

Totals 

157,451 

159.427 

147.852 

168.505 

197.308 

Clatsificatkm 

of  Books  Accessioned, 

1918-1922. 

TABLE  No. 

12 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

General    works    

226 

419 

294 

302 

252 

Philosophy  ...  ^ — 

85 

224 

106 

112 

180 

Religion   

51 

59 

76 

72 

178 

Sociology  

500 

680 

513 

599 

1.608 

Philology  

252 

60 

69 

43 

17 

Natural  science  

no 

176 

154 

158 

469 

Useful    arts    ..      

395 

818 

436 

519 

673 

Fine   arts      > 

161 

210 

164 

182 

434 

Literature    .^     

339 

700 

441 

534 

705 

Travel    .....     - 

131 

225 

97 

196 

277 

Biography    

142 

207 

149 

159 

459 

History    

925 

662 

255 

280 

459 

Fiction   .. 

2.517 

3.740 

2.984 

4,150 

6,718 

Totals..     „    . 

5.834 

8.180 

5.739 

7.306 

12,370 

CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES. 

Money  Received  frcmi  Fines,  1922. 

TABLE  No.  13 

Central  Library  — $3,937,39 

s\OjrelA    ^#a Bnwil    »»«^— «»^*— »—•——..•— •—■■■.»»»«^ ».«>»»»»■»■«■— »—»^»—«,—^» >,,,»>»— —«»^„^^»,^,„»,^„,,^  ^ 7 v«^9^9 

•  ■a^^a^sft  V     a^s  etss^^ss     —-*——--■-*--"-*— ^^*———""^-----— "■---^■— "--—--— ttti»i»ti«tttti«»« ■■■»■■■■>— ■■■■■■«.>ju.>  ^^  ^^^Va^m^f 

Napoleon  Branch ....^ .... — ^^^..^^^,..^.^.^.....^.„..  577.77 

^^^SSS^SS          m^m  ^SSS\'Sa          ■•■••^•» ^ ¥Trr-BTinTr>ii^i,ii  i  ■■■■■■■■■»■■■>  ■■■■■■  ■■■—^.■^■■■•■■■■■j-»jm  0  ^M  ^m  %  ^B^v 

Dryades    Branch -«.^ — ....»~. . .«..« ^. 101.26 

* "»^»"»-»*-«— »»*» I—  ■■     — ....I,    ■■■       ,  ■    ,,,,,i„,  90t^U3.v3 
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NmnlMr  of  Readers  in  Refarenoe,  Reading  end  Newspaper 
Rooms,  Central  Library,  1918-1922. 

TABLE  No.  14 

1918        1919        1920        1921         1922  Toul 

Week  Daya— 
Reference     and 

rooms  -J 37.085     40,017     41,265     49.267     55.678     223.312 

Newapape  r 


Sundays- 
Reference     and 

T  T..^  I  • 

~*  ^%am   I    ^ 

■  ^  ^%m^^ 

reading 
rooma           —     2,305 

2,810 

2.492 

2.604 

2.613 

12.824 

Newapape  r 
room  ...            .-  2,513 

3,025 

3.049 

3.026 

2,812 

14.425 

TouU. 66.720     89.926     87.633     99.214    106.322  449.815 
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COMMITTEES 


FINANCE 
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S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 
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CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE. 

C,  J.  RIVET. Royal  Branch 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN Algiers  Branch 

WILSON  WILLIAMS. 

S.  H.  UVAUDAIS. Napoleon  Branch 

D.  D.  MOORE. 

W.  IRVING  MOSS....._ Canal  Branch 

W.  J.  WAGUESPACK. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. Dryades  Branch 
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HENRY  M.  GILL 
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Miu  Marion  Billon,  **Miaa  Sophie  Kay, 

Miss  May  Reynolds, 

MiM    Helen    Hill,    Secretary. 
Mist  Pauline  Conway,  **MiM  Margaret  Olivier i. 

Stenographer   and    Typewriter.  Stenographer   and   Typewriter. 

F.  J.  Fleury,  Clerk.  Ja«.   T.  Germany,   Periodical 

***MiM  Olga  Ferrata,  Page.  Clerk. 

***MiM     Aline  Kevlin.  Page.  ***MiM  Elizabeth  Charlton.  Page. 

***MiM  Kate    Haggerty,   Page.  **MiM  Victoria  Gray.  Page. 

*«*MiM  Nellie  Hart,  Page.  ***Mra.   Raie  E.  Jaudel.  Page. 

***MiM  Alice   Rogers.    Page.  **MiM  Gertrude  Richards.    Page. 

**Miss  Ida  Tharp.  Page.  **Miss  Frances   Him,   Page. 

Miss   Isabelle  Bums.  Page.  Miss  Mildred  Guthrie.   Pa^e. 

Miss  Kathryn  Hardesty.  Page.  Mrs.  Hazel  Pope.   Page. 

Mrs.  Lena  Marcy,  Page.  Miss     Theima  Kendall,   Page. 

Miss  Viola  Neilson.   Page.  Miss  Agnes  Swan,   Page. 

Miss  Adele  Rexach.  Page.  Miss  Nathalie   Phillpott,   Page. 

Oscar  Duverent.   Engineer.  Mrs.   G.  W.  Sims,  Page. 

William  Murray,  janitor. 
Henry   Schaeffer,    Assistant   janitor. 

STAFF— BRANCHES 

Royal  Branch. 

Miss  S.  Deynoodt.  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Jeanne  Barnett,  Assistant. 
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Miss  Martha  Patrick.  Assistant. 
Edward  Begue,  janitor. 
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Miss  N.    L.    Quaid,    Assistant    in    Charge. 

(On  leave  of  absence). 
Miss  Genevieve  Guirovich,  Assistant. 
Love   Adams,    janitor. 
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Miss  Anita  L.  Johnson,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Dora  Guichard,  Assistant. 
E.  £.  Swann,  Janitor. 


**  Resigned. 
***  Promoted  during  jrear  to  Statf. 
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New  Orleans.   La.,   March    13,    1924. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  J.  McSkane.  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion  Council   of  the   City  of   New   Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs: 

The  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical  report  of  the  Librarian  and 
of  the  various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library,  Fisk  Library 
and  Simon  Hernsheim  Library  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Therein  you  will  find  a  complete  statement  of  the  workings  of  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government,  both  in  its  literary  and  financial 
statement,  the  immense  good  it  has  done,  the  good  that  it  is  doing  and 
what  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

These  reports,  after  careful  perusal,  1  am  sure  will  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  administration. 

The  Board  of  Directors  are  all  in  full  accord  in  the  propagation  and 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  public  library,  and  are  earnestly 
endeavoring   to    carry   out    the   objects   for   which    it   was   organized. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE, 

President. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1923 

To   the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board   of  Directors 
of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: 

Though  our  library  had  its  foundation  under  the  legacy 
of  Abijah  Fisk  in  the  year  1 843,  it  has  under  its  present  name 
and  with  its  present  purposes  been  established  for  only  some 
twenty-eight  years.  When  in  April,  1 896,  it  was  reorganized, 
the  library  was  a  modest  institution  with  provision  for  the 
circulation  of  only  adult  books.  There  was  no  Juvenile  De- 
partment, no  Reference  Department,  no  Document  Depart- 
ment, a  very  limited  Periodical  Department,  no  Branches,  and 
no  Delivery  Stations.  The  circulation  at  that  time  was  about 
43,000  per  annum,  the  number  of  those  who  read  in  the 
library  was  so  small  that  no  record  was  kept  of  the  at- 
tendance. 

The  library  organization  to-day  includes  five  well  equipped 
Branches  and  the  Main  Library,  with  nearly  every  depart- 
ment that  the  institution  at  its  beginning  lacked.  The  num- 
ber of  books  in  our  present  collection  includes  193,853;  of 
this  niunber  123,749  are  at  the  Main  Library;  15,918  at  the 
Royal  Branch;  14,81  1  at  the  Algiers  Branch;  15,162  at  the 
Napoleon  Branch;  14,887  at  the  Canal  Branch;  and  9,326  at 
the  Dryades   (Colored  Branch). 

The  niunber  of  those  who  read  in  our  several  reading 
rooms  was  109,262.  The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing 
books  is  nearly  30,000. 

Our  circulation  for  the  year  was  an  increase  of  nearly 
33,000  over  the  circulation  of  1 922,  and  an  increase  of  near- 
ly 116,000  over  the  circulation  of  1921.  This  substantial 
increase  in  the  services  rendered  by  the  library  to  the  public 
is  not  only  gratifying  because  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  books  issued,  but  the  grade  of  the  books  being  read  has 
also  improved  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the  inference 
that  our  people  have  come  to  realize  the  great  advantage 
and  necessity  of  a  public  library,  as  a  great  educational  fac- 
tor, far  more  than  in  previous  years. 


N«w  Orleans  Pvblic  Librarj 


The  four  most  important  features  in  the  year  s  work  have 
been  the  efiFort  to  advertise  the  activities  and  resources  of 
the  library  through  the  public  press  and  public  addresses. 
As  the  library  has  no  funds  available  for  publicity,  all  notices 
through  the  press  must  be  gratuitous.  I  wish  to  thank  the 
newspapers  of  the  city  for  their  kindness  and  the  liberality 
of  spirit  in  which  they  have  assisted  us  in  our  educational 
work.  A  very  vigorous  efiFort  was  made  to  reach  the  work- 
ers in  the  great  business  institutions  and  factories  of  our  city. 
Ninety  such  institutions  were  visited  during  the  year,  the 
purpose  of  our  work  explained  to  the  president  or  mana- 
ger, and  carefully  prepared  placards  and  posters  telling  of 
the  library's  resources  and  the  manner  in  which  these  re- 
sources could  be  employed  were  posted  in  conspicuous  places 
through  the  various  buildings.  Many  special  lists  were  com- 
piled and  mailed  to  various  business  bodies,  one  of  the  best 
of  these  on  * 'Banking  and  Financing"  was  sent  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  reach  every  employee  of  every  central  and  branch 
bank  in  the  city.  Each  year  we  make  one  of  our  chief  under- 
takings the  coordination  of  our  work  with  school  and  col- 
lege work,  visits  are  paid  to  the  many  schools  of  the  city, 
both  public  and  private,  lists  of  books  are  compiled  and  sent 
to  the  instructors,  many  of  the  classes  in  a  body  visit  the 
library  and  the  use  and  attraction  of  our  institution  are  pre- 
sented to  them  by  brief  talks  and  addresses.  One  of  the 
most  important  annual  events  in  connection  with  our  school 
work  is  the  nation-wide  celebration  of  Book  Week.  This 
year  more  elaborate  and  detailed  plans  were  prepared  than 
ever  before  for  these  exericses,  last  year  in  the  designated 
week  13,000  boys  and  girls  visited  die  Main  Building  and 
the  five  Branches;  this  year  our  visitors  niunbered  more  than 
30,000.  Seventy  story  tellers  and  lecturers  addressed  the 
yoimg  people  in  the  interest  of  good  reading,  five  hundred 
excellent  editions  of  the  best  books  for  boys  and  girls  were 
exhibited  for  the  young  people's  pleasure  and  instruction, 
most  of  these  books  were  drawn  from  the  shelves  of  the 
library  itself,  all  of  the  principal  book  stores  in  the  city, 
however,  loaned  us  a  number  of  handsome  books.  As  our 
fourth  special  efiFort  for  the  year,  we  established  a  class  of 
instruction  for  the  stafiF  and  pages  of  the  Main  Library,  each 
member  of  the  corps  taking  her  turn  in  conducting  the  work 
of  the  class  after  a  brief  period  of  special  preparation  for 
this  work.  The  Acting  President  of  the  Board  attended  one 
of  the  sessions  of  the  class  and  delivered  a  very  encour- 
aging and  inspiriting  address  to  its  members.    1  was  pleased 
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to  see  that  he  was  very  favorably  impressed  with  this  work. 
I  recommended  to  him  that  the  Branch  employees  be  added 
to  this  class  and  this  recommendation  met  with  his  approval. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  explained  to  the  Board  the 
advantages  and  the  necessity  of,  from  time  to  time,  shifting 
the  library  workers  from  position  to  position  to  enable  them 
to  have  a  proper  general  underatading  of  library  work,  and 
to  (it  themselves  to  fill  vacant  positions  during  periods  of 
absetice  and  the  vacations.  This  syjtem  should  be  extended 
to  the  employees  in  the  Branches  where  the  work  is  nar- 
rower and  more  limited  than  that  done  by  the  employees 
in  the  Main  Library.  An  assistant  who  remains  several  years 
at  a  Branch  is  likely  to  know  less  of  library  economy  and 
administration  than  she  did  when  she  was  Brst  assigned  to 
the  Branch.  This  instruction  can  be  accomplished  only  by 
requiring  each  Branch  assistant  to  work  a  few  weeks  each 
year  at  the  Main  Library.  This  plan  is  the  only  substitute 
that  we  can  offer  for  the  rigid  and  exacting  requirements  of 
preparation  for  library  work  demanded  in  all  other  large 
libraries. 

The  only  repairs  to  buildings  undertsJcen  during  the  year 
was  the  replacement  of  the  sheet  iron  roof  of  the  Algiers 
Buildmg  with  a  substantial  copper  roof;  the  painting  of  a 
large  part  of  the  interior  of  the  Main  Library  Building,  and 
the  replacement  of  the  broken  pieces  of  glass  floor  in  the 
Main  Library  Building.  1  still  hope  that  the  Commission  Coun- 
cil may  be  induced  this  year  to  paint  at  least  all  of  the  ex- 
terior wood-work  of  the  Main  Library  Building.  Under  the 
direction  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Administration  Committee 
the  Main  Library  grounds  were  laid  out  and  planted  as  a 
garden. 

A  gift  of  imusual  value  was  made  to  the  library  this  year 
by  Mr.  Clarence  Low,  whose  donation  included  1,150  books. 
Almost  without  exception  the  titles  were  needed  by  the 
library,  were  in  excellent  condition  and  of  the  best  editions. 
Another  gift  of  unusual  value  was  made  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  B.  H.  Chaffe,  whose  donation  included  about  500  books. 
Many  of  these  were  handsome  morocco  editions. 

Two  of  the  members  of  the  Board  have  severed  their  con- 
nections with  the  library,  Mr.  D.  D.  Moore,  who  resigned 
on  account  of  leaving  the  city  and  Mr.  W.  Irving  Moss;  who 
resigned  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  business.     One  of  these 
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vacanies  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.   W.  J. 
Waguespack. 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

Circulatnig  Department  (Adah) 

This  department  of  the  library  has  the  largest  group  of 
workers  of  any  of  the  library  departments.  CXur  open  stack 
system  entails  considerable  work  in  the  serving  of  the 
public  and  the  keeping  of  the  books  in  order.  The  earnest 
efforts  of  the  corps  of  workers  m  this  department  to  main- 
tain great  tidiness  of  the  shelves  and  a  better  physical  con- 
dition of  the  books  themselves  have  considerably  improved 
the  appearance  of  this  department. 

The  increased  circulation  has  also  rewarded  their  efforts 
to  give  the  best  service  to  the  public.  The  readjustment 
of  the  budget  that  has  permitted  the  purchase  of  a  larger 
number  of  books  has,  however,  been  the  main  factor  in 
increasing  the  circulation. 

This  department  throughout  the  year  prepares  exhibits  of 
books  for  every  special  occasion  that  arises,  great  public 
events,  important  undertakings,  historical  anniversaries,  busi- 
ness opportunities,  educational  features,  or  any  other  event 
or  matter  of  considerable  interest.  In  this  manner,  the  library 
by  these  special  collections  makes  it  easy  for  the  interested 
reader  to  keep  posted  on  the  important  subjects  that  con- 
cern him. 

Some  of  the  special  lists  prepared  and  some  of  the  exhibits 
displayed  were: 

'Theatre  and  Drama;**  **Banking  and  Allied  Subjects;** 
* 'Louisiana  Purchase;**  * 'American  History;**  "International 
Relations;'*  "Best  Books  of  1922;**  a  selection  of  the  New 
York  State  Library;  "Opera;**  "United  States  Educational 
Department  Reading  Courses;'*  "Uniform  College  Elntrance 
Requirements;**  "Festivals  of  the  Year.'* 

The  staff  and  pages  of  this  department  hold  a  monthly 
meeting  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  months  and  pre- 
pare for  the  work  of  the  coming  month. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  we  had  sufficient  money  to 
attempt  the  circulation  of  even  a  limited  number  of  period- 
icals. 
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JUVENILE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Juvenile  Department  of  the  Main  Library  has  this 
year,  due  to  the  earnest  and  energetic  e£Forts  of  its  head. 
Miss  McGinty,  developed,  and  produced  results  that  are  truly 
enviable.  The  greater  part  of  the  burden  of  the  work  with  the 
schools  in  the  preparation  for  Children's  Book  Week,  the 
arrangement  of  exhibits  and  kindred  work  falls  upon  this 
department.  One  of  the  features  of  the  celebration  of  Book 
Week,  in  this  department,  was  a  book  tableau  and  lecture 
prepared  by  the  pupils  of  the  Francis  T.  Nicholls  Industrial 
School. 

One  pleasant  feature  of  the  work  of  this  department  is 
the  annual  Christmas  entertainment  of  Christmas  story  tell- 
ing for  the  inmates  of  all  of  the  orphan  asylums  of  the  city. 
The  ladies  in  this  department  also  assisted,  by  story  telling, 
the  Elks  in  their  annual  entertainment  for  the  orphans. 
Throughout  the  summer,  daily  story  telling  is  employed  as 
a  means  of  entertaining  and  educating  the  children  who  are 
on  vacation. 

Many  of  the  classes  of  the  lower  grades  come  to  this  de- 
partment for  their  reading  hour  on  account  of  the  variety 
of  material  provided  for  this  work.  Many  of  these  pupils, 
brought  in  this  manner  to  the  library  take  out  cards  and 
become  permanent  readers. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  superintendent  and  the  teach- 
ers of  the  public  schools,  every  boy  and  girl  in  the  first  eight 
grades  was  furnished  the  opportuntiy  of  voting  for  the  book 
which  he  or  she  thought  best.  These  thousands  of  votes 
were  tabulated  with  the  result  that  the  following  twenty-five 
books  proved  to  be  the  most  popular  with  the  young  people 
of   our   city: 

**Robinson  Crusoe;"  **Alice  in  Wonderland;"  "Little 
Women;"  ''Peter  Rabbit;"  -"Black  Beauty;"  "Uttle  Lord 
Fauntlcroy;"  "Lady  Jane;"  "Tarzan  of  the  Apes;"  "Bimny 
Brown  and  his  Sister  Sue;"  "Little  Black  Sambo;"  "Five 
Little  Peppers;"  'Treasure  Island;"  "The  Little  Colonel" 
series:  "Miss  Minerva  and  William  Green  Hill;"  "Sara 
Crewe;"  "Carnpfire  Girls;"  "Swiss  Family  Robinson;"  "Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin;"  "Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer;"  "Andersen's 
Fairy  Tales;"  "Grimm's  Fairy  Tales;"  "Robin  Hood;" 
**Clemens,  S.  L.  Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn;"  "Baiun, 
L  F.  Wizard  of  Oz;"  "Alcott,  L.  M.  Uttle  Men." 
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Two  of  the  most  interesting  exhibits  of  this  department 
during  the  year  were  bird  houses,  made  by  the  boy  readers 
of  the  library,  and  classified  collections  of  insects,  captiired 
and  mounted  by  our  boys  and  girls. 

The  Juvenile  collection  in  the  Main  Library  numbers  over 
12,000  books.  About  1,300  boys  and  girls  withdrew  books 
from  this  department,  and  the  circulation  for  the  year  was 
nearly  64,000.  About  26,000  of  this  circulation  includes 
a  high  grade  of  non-fiction. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  report  of  the  Reference  Department  for  the  year  con- 
tains the  unusual  statement  that  the  boys  and  young  men 
students  from  the  high  schools,  normal  school  and  colleges 
have  out-numbered  the  young  women  students  in  the  Ref- 
erence Department. 

The  addition  to  this  department  of  the  collection  of  bus- 
iness and  trade  catalogs  has  called  forth  a  good  response  in 
their  use  by  the  business  men  of  the  community. 

There  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  the  use  of  all  books 
concerning  exporting,  importing,  and  manufacturing  processes. 

The  reference  readers  this  year  numbered  over  31,000. 
The  number  of  books  in  this  department  is  14,056.  Of  this 
number  6,528  are  magazines. 

The  principal  additions  to  the  reference  collection  were: 

* 'American  Annual:  an  Encj^'clopaedia  of  Current  Events;'* 
**Thorndike's  a  History  of  Magic,  2  Vols.;"  "Jefferson  Davis, 
Constitutionalist:  His  Papers,  Letters,  and  Speeches,  10  Vol.;" 
**Thomson*8  Outline  of  Science,  Vols.  3  and  4;"  "Mellor*s 
Comprehesive  Treatise  on  Inorganic  and  Theoretical  Chem- 
istry, 4  Vols.;"  "New  Orleans  Association  of  Commerce — 
Spillways  for  the  Lower  Mississippi;"  "Sadler's  and  Mathes* 
Industrial  Organic  Chemist^r,  5th  ed.,  rev.  and  enl.;"  "Kind- 
er*s  Formulas  for  Book  Binders;"  "Anson's  Law  and  Custom 
of  the  Constitution,  3  Vols.,  5th  ed.; "  "Life  and  Work  of 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  3  Vols.;"  "Chambers  Encyclopaedia,  Vols. 
I  and  2,  new  ed.;"  "Rand,  McNally  and  Co.— Commercial 
Atlas  of  America,  55th  ed; "  "Rand,  McNally  and  Co.— 
Commercial  Atlas  of  Foreign  Coimtries;"  "l^rmonds  Old 
English  Walnut  and  Lacquer  Furniture;"  "Kimball's  Domestic 
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Architecture  of  the  American  Colonies  and  of  the  Early  Re- 
public;** "Drinkwater's  CXitlines  of  Literature.  3  Vols.;*' 
**Chambers  Cyclopaedia  of  English  Literature,  3  Vols.,  rev. 
ed.;*'   Cram's  Modern  Reference  Atlas  of  the  World." 

CATALOGING  DEPART^iENT 

The  Cataloging  Department  does  the  work  of  accessioning, 
classification,  cataloging,  preparing  for  the  shelves,  discard- 
ing, preparing  for  binding  and  rebinding  for  the  Main  Library 
and  all  Branches.  It  also  has  charge  of  the  transfers  of  all 
books  and  the  lending  of  all  books  between  one  Branch 
and  another  and  the  Main  Library  and  Branches,  and  the 
keeping  of  all  records  required  for  all  these  library  pro- 
cesses. 

This  year  to  meet  the  changes  made  in  the  Dewey  decimal 
classification  system,  the  entire  collection  of  the  books  on 
the  World  War  was  reclassified. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Circulating  Department  of  the  Main 
Library,  the  Catalog  Department  checked  up  the  records  of 
circulation  in  all  of  the  Branches  of  each  book  in  each  Branch 
collection  and  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  uncirculable 
material  at  the  Branches  removed  to  the  Main  Library  the 
copies  of  each  title  that  did  not  show  a  reasonable  circula- 
tion. This  was  a  considerable  undertaking  but  the  great 
amount  of  work  necessary  for  its  accomplishment  has  re- 
sulted, in  three  of  the  Branches,  in  a  substantial  increase  of 
Branch  circulation  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  volumes 
in  the  Branches. 

A  thorough  revision  of  the  general  catalog  has  been  be- 
gun, and  the  system  of  checking  up  and  meeting  Branch  re- 
quests and  Branch  needs  has  been  much  improved. 

The  department  considering  the  limited  number  of  those 
employed  in  it  has  been  turning  out  an  exceedingly  credita- 
ble amount  of  work.  The  readjustments  and  changes  in  the 
methods  of  operation  have,  this  year,  permitted  an  increase 
in  the  volume  of  work  in  the  same  amount  of  time  and  with 
the  same  effort.  The  department  has  just  reason  to  be  proud 
of  its  system,  and  the  work  done  by  it.  Unfortunately,  the 
smallness  of  our  corps  of  library  workers  requires  us  to  call 
on  the  Catalog  Department  fox  more  than  one-half  of  the 
substitutions  for  absentees. 
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A  8ta£F  meeting  for  instruction  and  discussion  is  held  in 
this  department  at  least  once  a  month. 

During  the  year  1  1,195  books  were  accessioned.  Of  this 
number  846  were  gifts.  The  number  of  books  withdrawn 
this  year  for  discards  was  2,021,  as  this  is  a  small  number 
of  discards  the  number  will  next  year  be  very  consideiably 
increased.  An  average  of  1,377  books  was  added  to  each  of 
the  four  white  Branches  and  938  to  the  colored  Branch. 
The  Branches,  therefore,  received  of  the  annual  additions 
6,448  books  and  the  Main  Library  4,747.  This  allotment 
allowed  more  books  to  the  Branches  in  proportion  to  cir- 
culation than  the  Main  Library  received. 

DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT 
United  States,  State  and  Local 

The  United  States  Document  Department  constitutes  a  very 
valuable  part  of  our  library  collection.  It  contains  11,135 
bound  volumes  and  25,105  pamphlets.  The  additions  to 
the  collection  this  year  numbered  1 75  bound  volumes  and 
2,391  pamphlets.  The  number  of  calls  for  dociiments  was 
2,300.  We  have  estimated  from  year  to  year  that  the  use 
of  the  Patent  Gazette  alone  saves  to  the  citizens  of  New 
Orleans  $5,000.00  annually.  The  other  calls  are  almost  in- 
variably of  important  nature. 

Our  State  Document  collection  had  few  additions,  five 
bound  volumes  and  sixteen  pamphlets. 

The  additions  to  the  New  Orleans  City  Docimient  collection 
was  even  smaller,  one  bound  volume  and  six  pamphlets. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  public  is  served  by  this  department  in  two  separate 
rooms,  the  Newspaper  Room  on  the  ground  floor  and  the 
Magazine  Room  adjoining  the  Reference  Room. 

The  library  received  345  magazines,  exclusive  of  United 
States.  State,  and  Municipal  Dociunents.  Of  this  number 
118  are  gifts.  The  number  of  newspapers  received  is  36. 
Of  this  number  I  3  are  gifts. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Newspaper  Room  was  54,304, 
nearly  all  of  whom  were  men.  The  number  of  readers  in  the 
Magazme  Room  was  23,839,  here  also  nearly  all  of  the  read- 
ers  were   men. 
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BINDING  AND  MENDING  DEPARTMENT 

Over  4,000  books  were  sent  to  the  binders  for  rebind'ing. 
About  400  more  were  bound  from  sheets  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  newly  purchased  books  were  resewed,  reinforced, 
and  recased   before  delivery. 

A  large  number  of  the  most  popular  books,  to  avoid  with- 
drawal from  the  public  for  more  than  a  week  or  two,  are 
rebound  in  the  library.  This  work  is  done  practically  with- 
out machinery  and  by  our  regular  employees,  not  by  special 
bindery  workers.  This  year  the  addition  of  hand  drills  to 
the  equipment  of  the  department  and  the  readjustment  of 
the  work  has  enabled  the  department  to  greatly  increase  the 
niunber  of  books  resewed  and  rebound.  This  year  the  de- 
partment resewed  2,034  books,  recased  4,292,  mended  1.397, 
and  bound  252  pamphlets. 

In  repsonse  to  repeated  requests  from  the  various  schools 
of  the  city,  classes  of  instruction  were  held  for  a  large  num- 
ber of  teachers  and  pupils.  Every  year  children  in  this  man- 
ner become  instructors  in  all  of  the  schools,  teaching  their 
fellow  pupils  to  mend  and  rebind  their  school  books  and  school 
library  books.  This  work  not  only  benefits  the  pupils,  but 
is  an  immediate  and  direct  benefit  to  us  in  the  increased  care 
taken  in  the  handling  of  our  books  by  all  who  are  taught 
the  difficulties  of  mending. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor.  The  bor- 
rower's card  is  issued  for  three  years.  There  is  a  Juvenile 
Card,  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower  wishes  to  dispense  with 
the  guarantor,  a  Deposit  Card,  and  in  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August,  and  September,  a  Summer  Card.  On  the 
Juvenile  card  two  books  can  be  withdrawn;  on  the  Adult 
Branch  card,  three,  on  the  Adult  Main  card,  five,  and  on 
Deposit  card,  one.  There  are  now  in  force  29,323  cards  of 
all  character,  of  this  niunber   10,371   were  issued  in   1923. 

To  this  department  is  assigned  the  Librarian's  secretary  and 
the  stenographer,  and  they  handle  the  work  of  this  depart- 
ment, issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send  out  all  delinquent 
notices  for  the  Main  Library  and  most  of  them  for  the  Branch- 
es, compile  monthly  and  annual  reports  and  do  all  stenographic 
and  typewriting  work  necessary  to  carry  on  the  correspond- 
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ence  of  the  Librarian.  That  this  latter  part  of  the  work  is 
by  no  means  inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
Librarian  sent  out  of  his  office    15,060  pieces  of  mail. 

STAFF 

Owing  to  the  circumstances  under  which  our  employees 
come  to  us  without  any  previous  library  training,  our  work 
has  always  been  done  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  If  the 
members  of  the  staff  begin  their  service  doubly  handicapped 
through  lack  of  sufficient  systematic  school  training,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  us  to  attain  the  usual  standard  of  work  main- 
tained in  other  libraries.  1  would  request,  therefore,  that  in 
making  future  appointments,  the  Board  require  that  the  ap- 
pointee shall  have  at  least  a  high  school  education. 

Under  Act  No.  89,  1900,  of  the  State  Legislature  all  ap- 
pointments to  the  Staff  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library 
shall  be  made  from  eligible  lists  certified  to  the  Library  Board 
by  the  Civil  Service  Conunission  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
ENiring  the  past  year  the  Conunission  has  held  no  competitive 
examinations,  it  has,  therefore,  furnished  no  eligible  list  to  the 
Library  Board.  The  Commission  has,  instead,  instructed  the 
Board  to  make  its  own  appointments.  Under  this  authority 
the  Board  has  appointed  to  the  Staff  the  following  ladies: 
On  June  12,  Miss  Olga  Ferrata,  Mrs.  Raie  E.  Jaudel,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Charlton,  Miss  Kate  Haggerty,  and  Miss  Gertrude 
Richards;  on  October  9,  Miss  Nellie  Hart,  Miss  Aline  Kevlin, 
and  Miss  Alice  Rogers. 

In  June,  Miss  M.  L.  Power  was  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancy 
left  by  Miss  Collins. 

Miss  C2uaid,  the  Assistant  in  Charge  of  the  Canal  Branch, 
was  absent,  on  account  of  illness  from  her  duties  through- 
out the  entire  year.  Miss  Guillot,  of  the  Algiers  Branch  on 
account  of  illness  in  her  home  was  away  for  nearly  three 
months. 

The  resignations  of  the  following  members  of  the  Staff 
were  received  during  the  year: 

Miss  Katherine  Collins  who  left  to  take  charge  of  a  Social 
Service  Library  in  Washington  City,  Miss  Sophie  Kay  who  was 
married,  and  Miss  Gertrude  Richards  who  returned  to  college. 

1  regret  to  report  that  the  statistical  tables  compiled  by  the 
American  Library  Association  still  show  that  the  salaries  paid 


Annnml  Report,   1918-1923 17 


to  the  members  of  our  Staff  are  very  much  lower  than  the 
salaries  paid  elsewhere.  Under  present  conditions  we  shall 
have  great  difficulty  in  inducing  properly  equiped  people  to 
undertake  library  work  in  our  city  and  still  more  difficulty  in 
holding  them  after  their  employment. 

BRANCHES 

The  Branches,  the  first  of  which  was  opened  some  six- 
teen years  ago,  circulated  this  year  369,303  books.  The 
greatest  increase  in  circulation  is  shown  by  the  Canal  and 
Napoleon  Branches.  The  combined  Branch  collection  of 
books  numbers  70, 1 04,  and  the  number  of  borrowers  with- 
drawing books  from  the  Branches  is  1  7, 80 1 . 

A  very  vigorous  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  Branches  sup- 
plied, either  by  permanent  allotment  or  by  temporary  loans 
from  the  Main  Library,  with  the  good  books  most  in  demand, 
and  to  prevent  over-crowding  of  the  shelves  by  the  removal 
to  the  Main  Library  of  all  titles  that  are  not  circulating.  In 
this  manner  the  greatest  possible  percentage  of  circulation 
is  attained  and  the  labor  and  'expense  of  handling  dead  mate- 
rial avoided. 

As  each  Branch  borrower  can  also  borrow  from  the  Main 
Library  he  is,  moreover,  not  denied  access  to  the  less  often 
used  books. 

Each  year  proves  more  and  more  conclusively  that  the 
most  important  work  that  can  be  done  by  the  Branches  is 
with  the  younger  readers. 

The  circulation  of  magazines  from  the  Branch  libraries  has 
been  only  moderately  successful. 

As  practically  all  of  the  technical  library  work  is  done 
for  the  Branches  at  the  Main  Library,  the  Branch  employees 
have  ample  time  to  well  administer  and  conduct  the  routine 
of  their  work,  to  create  a  relationship  of  friendliness  in  their 
neighborhood;  and  through  the  schools,  clubs,  and  societies 
in  their  community  to  make  their  Branch  an  important  and 
powerful   factor   in   promoting   the   community's   welfare. 

HOUDAYS 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  other 
libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  however,  on  ac- 
count of  local  conditions. 


IS 


The  library  m  closed  from  5  P.  M.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  A.  M.  the  next  Wednesday;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints*  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day;  December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  December 
26th,  9  A.  M.;  December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  January  2nd, 
9  A.  M.;  and,  5  P.  M.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  Staff  and  to  the  page  who  has  worked 
in  the  library  for  the  six  months  preceding  die  vacation  period. 
All  days  of  absence  up  to  twelve  are  deducted  from  this 
term  of  vacation,  but  no  vacation  shall  be  less  than  fifteen 
days. 

1  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the  attached 
tables  as  my  report  for  the  year  1923. 

HENRY  M.  GILL. 

Librarian. 
February  13,  1924. 
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ANNUAL  STATEMENT  FOR  1923 

GENERAL  FUND 


RECEIPTS 


Balance  from  Year   1922^ 
City  of  New  Orleans 

Appropriation     

Interest  on  Dailv  Balance 

(Marine    Bank)    

Bourbon  Street  Property 

Rental      ^..^.......^.^^^^.......^ 

Miscellaneous,  Sale  waste 

paper,    etc. 

Fines  Main   Library  

Fines  Royal  Branch  

Fines  Algiers  Branch  

Fines  Napoleon  Branch  .~. 
Fines  Canal  Branch  .~ 
Fines  Dryades  Branch 


$   75,000.00 

358.80 

3,000.00 

98.09 
4,076.82 
549.34 
369.95 
573.48 
590.61 
124.63 


DISBURSEMENTS 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

Books      $  14,756.41 

Periodicals    1,325.50 

Binding     1,734.98 

General  Expenses  5,307.72 

Heating       247.28 

Printing  and  Stationery. 609.68 

Salaries     35,875.57      $   59,857.14 

ROYAL  BRANCH 

General  Expenses 454.72 

Printing  and  Stationery ; 102.95 

Heating     31.50 

Binding     ........i^...^^................^.^..  322.55 

Salaries     3,145.00            4.056.72 


General  Expenses 

Printing  and  Stationery. 

Heating 

Binding      ^....^..^...,^^^ 

Salaries 


ALGIERS  BRANCH 


786.83 

194.43 

55.70 

293.38 

3,052.40 


4,382.74 


$     8.212.73 


84.741.72 
92,954.45 


Amounts   Carried   Forward.. 


68.296.60         92.954.45 
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New  Orleans  Public  Lflnrary 


Amounts  Brought  Forward.. 


68,296.60  92.954.45 


General  Expenses 

Printing  and  Stationery. 

rieating     

Binding      

Salaries      


NAPOLEON  BRANCH 

$        229.78 

197.74 

42.00 

519.85 
3.129.65 


General  Expenses  

Printing:  and  Stationery. 

ileatinfc     .. ....... — 

Binding      

salaries      .....—...........».... 


CANAL  BRANCH 

186.65 

106.08 

42.00 

491.46 

3.383.85 


General  Expenses  

Printing  and  Stationery. 

Heating     ...... 

Salaries      - 


DRYADES  BRANCH 

112.34 

111.60 

84.00 

_ 2.866. 1 5 


Balance  in  Banks 

Marine  Bank  &  Trust  Co 

Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co.. 


4.119.02 


4.210.04 


3,174.09 


13.013.44 
141.26 


79,799.75 
13.154.70 
13.154.70 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND 

RECEIPTS 


Balance    from    year     1 922 

From  General  Fund  _ 

Board  of  Liquidation    (Interest  on  Bonds). 


90.66 
9.50 
1.480.00     $      1,580.16 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Booki 


1.471.39 
108.77 


Balance  in  Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co. $ 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MR.  S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

By  the 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Annual   Library   report   for  the  year  endlnft  December    31,    1923. 
Name   of   Library — New   Orleans   Public   Library. 
City   or   Town — New   Orleans.    State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free   for  lending.      Free   for  reference. 
Number   of   Branches — Five. 

Days  open   durinj;  the  year: 

Branches     ^ — ^ - 304 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 
C*      ♦      1    I  *K  7A 

A^  m  0  A  A  %*  A  A^#^B      ••••■••••••«■••••*•••••■••••«■••••••••••••••■•••■•*■  ■••■■■■■••■  ••■«•■■■«•••>••■••••**■••«•■•«•«••■■••••«•■■••••«••*••«•««■•«••*•••«•••«      ^^  ^^ 

Adults       Children       Total 
Number     of    volumes     at     beginning     of 

year    -     156,233       28,446      184,679 

Number    of    volumes    added    during    the 

year  by  purchase 4,640  5,709         10,349 

Number    of    volumes    added    during    the 

year  by   gift 741  105  846 

Number    of    volumes    lost    or    withdrawn 

during  the  year..^ 1,205  816  2,021 

Total    number    at    end    of    year     (count 

bound  books  only)..      160,409       33,444     193.853 

Number    of   volumes    of    fiction    lent    for 

home  use  295,743      104,804     400,547 

Number   of   volumes    lent    for   home    use 

(A.  L.  A.   rules  for  counting  circula- 
tion)      376,922      166,251      543,173 

RECEIPTS  FROM  PAYMENTS  FOR 

Unexpended  balance   $   8.303.39  Books    _ $16,227.80 

Local  taxation    (city  Periodicals     _ 1,325.50 

appropriation)      75,000.00  Binding      3,362.22 

State  grants  None  Salaries,    Library   service  42,524.62 

Endowment    funds 4,480.00  Salaries,  Janitor  service        8,928.00 

Membership   fees   None  Light    (included   in   city 

Fine  and  sale  contract)     None 

of  publication  6,284.83  Rent    None 

Duplicate  collection  ...        None  Permanent  imp'vments  ...        None 

Gifts      ^       None  Other  expenses _...      8,903.00 

Other   sources   466.39  Balance    on    hand _    13,263.47 

$94,534.61  $94,534.61 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use —        None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 10,371 

Number     of   Newspapers     and    periodicals     currently     received 

(Titles   not   including  State   or   Federal   publications) 361 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  for  reading  and  study — 109,262 
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aRCULATION  IN  1923 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Total  Circulation,  1923 


TABLE  No.  1 


Central     Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Diyades  f-  ,.  i 
Library  Branch  Branch  Branch      Branch    Branch     ^  * 

Home  use  _242.079  67.033  46.152  88.782   74.403  24.724  543,173 

Ubrary  use  ^.  47.455    15.658    13,601    13.492    19.419     6,039  1 1 5.664 

Totals. 289.534  82.691    59.753  102.274  93.822  30.763  658.837 

Annual  Circulation,  Central  Library  and  Branches 

1910-1923 

TABLE  No.  2 

Central         Royal    Algiers    Napoleon  Canal  Drjrades 

Library       Branch    Branch    Branch       Branch  Branch 

1910 218.147     61.381      32.905     38.313 

1911 232.757     61.566     37.007     51.138      17.929 

1912 243.352     65.904     41.637     60,099     61.876 

1913 225,141      65,785     33,275     61,047     62.155      

1914 232.871      72.193     37,089     75.017     71.241 

1915 238.786     74.160     39.528     77.761      65.269 

1916 240,450     72.854     39.928     77.516     68,854      17.533 

1917 230,727     71.734     35.554     78.529     62.633  21.740 

1918 203,167     65,977     35,547     75,282     65,429  22,565 

1919 215,142     64,370     36,759     72,961      66,716  22,025 

1920 219,167     68,183     46,337     58,673     69,336      18,907 

1921 250.053     74.762     53,355     70.278     72,393  22,233 

1922 279,860     82,656     64,019     91,360     81,914  26,188 

1923  289,534     82,691      59,753    102,274     93,822  30,763 

Total  Annual  Circulation,  1905-1923 

TABLE  No.  3 

1905 99,100         1915 495.504 

1 906 98,749         191 6 5 1 7. 1 25 

1907 97,316         1917 500.918 

1908 245,559         1918 467,967 

1909 325.057         1919 477,974 

1910 350,746         1920 480,603 

1911 400,397         1921 543,074 

1912 472,868         1922 625,997 

1913 447,403         1923 658,837 

1914 488.411 
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Circulation  of  Adult  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1919-1923 

TABLE  No.  4 

1919    1920    1921  1922  1923 

Central    Library 96.186      104.715      126.021  134.212  135.877 

Royal   Branch   -.31.662       35.200       39.847  41.348  40.637 

Algiers  Branch  20.090       23.990       28.968  31.014  28.029 

Napoleon    Branch 39.855        33.190        41.043  51.766  56.980 

Canal   Branch   32.748       37.019       39.427  44.208  52.272 

Dryades    Branch    5.704          2.789          3.404  4.340  6.106 

Totals 226.245     236.903     278.710  306.888  319.901 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1919-1923 

TABLE  No.  5 

1919    1920    1921  1922  1923 

Central    Library    32.377       33.783        30.086  36.067  38,533 

Royal  Branch - 16.025        16.730        17.955  21.279  19,459 

Algiers  Branch  8.675        12.611        13.663  19.808  16,800 

Napoleon    Branch    ..15.530        13.396        14.649  20.425  21,257 

Canal   Branch   16.272        17.063        16.438  19.734  21.118 

Dryades    Branch    2.538          2.263          3.068  4.488  7.153 

Totals 91.417       95.846       95.859  121,801  124,320 

Total  Circulation  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branches, 

1919-1923 

TABLE  No.  6 

1919    1920    1921  1922  1923 

Central    Library    . 128.563      138.498      156.107  170.279  174.410 

Royal   Branch 47.687       51.932       57.802  62.627  60.096 

Algiers   Branch 28.765        36.601        42.631  50.822  44,829 

Napoleon    Branch   ......  55.385        46.586        55.692  72.191  78,237 

Canal   Branch   49.020        54.082        55.865  63.942  M390 


78.; 

iT; 


Dryades    Branch   ........     8.242  5.052          6.472  8.828  13.259 

Totals 317.662  332.751      374,569  428.689  444,221 

Circulation  of  Adult  Non-Fiction,  Central  library, 

1919-1923 

TABLE  No.  7 

1919  1920    1921  1922  1923 

General  Works  6.151  5.345          7.260  8.221  9.327 

Philosophy     4.164  3.587         4.646  4.705  4,818 

Religion     2.023  1,789         2.514  2,654  2,860 

Sociology     7,469  7.805          9.426  11,045  10.862 

PhUolbgy 1.793  1.556          1,737  1,631  1,759 

Natural  science  3.490  3.432          3.703  4,334  4.076 

Useful   arts   8,997  8.548         9.782  11,087  10,296 

Fine  aru 3.899  4.134          5.060  6.014  6,340 

Literature      14,435  13,260        18.028  20,078  21.141 

History,  travel,  biog- 
raphy    16,033  13,930        16,792  18.439  18.370 

Totals 68,454  63,386       78.948  88.208  89,849 


Hww  OtWM  Pwblk  Ubnrj 


CinnilatioD  of  Adult  t 

TAB 

Royal 

Branch 
Cenoral    work*           466 

lon-Fktiom  Branclwa,  19 

LE   No.   8 

Branch       Branch          Brancfa 
944          l,64S             567 
100             556             449 
102             387             364 
258             978          1,066 
36             1B9             198 
153             566             363 
350             994             764 
192             688             418 
1,333          3,390          3.268 

756          3,135          2.362 

23 

46 

RdiKian                                     ISO 

495 

Natural                                      244 
U.«fu]    a                                   456 
Fine   art.                                  427 
Uteralure                              2.0S0 
Hwtory. 

raphy                                 1.569 

889 

975 

1.035 

1.272 

1,288 

TotaU 6.298         4.224        12.531  9.819         8.330 

Circulation  of  JuvenQe  Non-Fictkm,  Central  Library, 
1919.1923 
TABLE  No.  9 


General    worki 

P^lo-ophy     

1919 

1.245 

32 

1920 

1.536 

19 

652 

6.172 

762 
1,145 
1,123 
2.469 

3,405 

1921 

768 
47 

412 
5.432 

969 
1,061 
1,100 
2.538 

2,671 

1922 

1.091 

59 

725 

7.811 

1.567 
1.326 
1.354 
3.2B5 

4.155 

1923 
722 
46 

Philolol^ 

6.748 

8.925 

N.i„«r 

Uaeful 

Fine   art* 

710 
1.581 
1,070 
2.839 

3.660 

2,061 
1,713 
1.947 
3.972 

4.954 

TotaU... 

_„I8.I25 

17,283 

14.998 

21,373 

25,275 

Circulation  of  JuveniU  Non-Fictioo.  Branches.  1923 

TABLE  No.  10 

Royal 

Alciera 
Branch 

•Branch 

.  Canal 
Branch 

Dryada. 
Branch 

CoBoral    worlu 

_            0 

1.169 

6 

296 

4.666 

9 

545 

481 

599 

1.353 

347 

58 

462 

4,372 

1 

1,079 

975 

845 

1.224 

5 
67 
521 
4,589 
36 
748 
670 
583 
1.600 

0 

RaUgion 

Sociolovr 

664 

7.066 

628 
2.717 

Natural 
U>eful   j;^'B> 
Fine  crt* 
Litaratur- 

994 

985 

1.408 

2.017 

901 

961 

I.ISI 

1,212 

Hiitory, 

raphy 

3.140 

1.576 

2.143 

1,794 

1.300 

Tot.!.- 

_l  6,297 

10.700 

11,506 

10,613 

9.174 
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Total  Circiilatioii  Nim-Hctkni,  Central  libnury  and  Branches 

1919-1923 

TABLE  No.  1 1 

i 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Central  Library  ...          86,579 

80,669 

93.946 

109.581 

115.124 

Royal    Branch         ..    ..    15.792 

16,251 

16.960 

20.029 

22.595 

Algiers   Branch      7,994 

9.736 

10.724 

13,197 

14.924 

Napoleon    Branch    ...      17,5^6 

12.087 

14.586 

19.169 

24.037 

Canal    Branch ..    17,696 

15.254 

16.528 

17.972 

20.432 

Dryades    Branch    ...     .    13.790 

13.855 

15.761 

17.360 

17.504 

TotaU-...    ...159.427 

147.852 

168.505 

197.308 

214.616 

Classification  of  Books  Access 

ioned    1 

919-192 

i 

TABLE  No.  12 


1919 

General    works    419 

Philosophy     224 

Relif^on      .......^ ~..»..  j  y 

Sociology     680 

Philology 60 

Natural  science  1  76 

Useful    arts    818 

Fine   arts   2 1 0 

Literature       700 

Travel      225 

Biography      207 

History       ~~ _ ~  662 

Fiction      3.740 


Totals. 


8.180 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

294 

302 

252 

322 

106 

112 

180 

148 

76 

72 

178 

221 

513 

599 

1.608 

1.220 

69 

43 

17 

14 

154 

158 

469 

358 

436 

519 

673 

544 

164 

182 

434 

529 

441 

534 

705 

810 

97 

196 

277 

403 

149 

159 

459 

380 

255 

280 

459 

691 

2.984 

4.150 

6.718 

5.455 

5.739 


7.306        12.370        11.195 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Money  Received  from  Fines,  1923 
TABLE  No.  13 


Central   Library 
Rojral  Branch  — 
Alffiers    Branch 
Napoleon  Branch 
Canal  Branch 


Dryades  Branch  .. 


$4,076.82 

549.34 

369.95 

..     573.48 

..     590.61 

124.63 


Total 


$6,284.83 
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1919 


I92t 


W  191S-19Z3 

1921  1922  1 


wmomm    ^4«.tl7     41.2M     49.2*7     5Sj67t     52349     23«.5;» 

44JI74     4«jt27     44J17     45^19     51349     225M% 


read 


«  «   « 


2JB1t       2.492       r4M       2.ft13       2.M9 


13.128 


Newspaper 


3,t25       3.M9       3jt24       2^12       2.935        M.Mi 


Totak 19.924     47^33     99^14  144322   149.242     ^9235; 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


FISK  LIBRARY 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  LIBRARY 


LYCEUM  LIBRARY 


MECHANICS  INSTITUTE 


EttabGdied  1843 


1  924 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE.  Mayor  S.  H.  UVAUDAIS 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN.  Ex-Mayor  WILSON  WILLIAMS 

JOS.  R  DeGRANGE  CHAS.J.RIVET 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 

SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT 


OFHCERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE.  ANDREW  J.  McSHANE. 

President.  Chairman  ExOfficio. 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE.     S.  H  UVAUDAIS. 

Vice-President.  Secretary-Treasurer. 

IVY  G.  KITTREDGE.  Attorney. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


-^FTHE— 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


FISK  UBRARY 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  UBRARY 


LYCEUM  UBRARY 


MECHANICS  INSTITUTE 


Ettablnhed  1843 


1  924 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE.  Mayor  S.  H.  UVAUDAIS 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN.  Ex-Mayor  WILSON  WILUAMS 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE  CHAS.  J.  RIVET 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 

SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT 


OFnCERS  OF  THE  BOARD 


JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE.  ANDREW  J.  McSHANE. 

President.  Chairman  ExOfficio. 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,     S.  R  UVAUDAIS. 

Vice-President  Secretary-Treasurer. 

IVY  G.  KITTREDGE.  Attorney. 


'■."''/i5-v 


/ 


COMMITTEES 


FINANCE 

CHAS.  J.  RIVET.  Chairman 
W.  J.  WAGUESPACK  CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE 


ADMINISTRATION 

WILSON  WILUAMS.  Chairman 
S.  H.  UVAUDAIS  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 


RULES  AND  BY-LAWS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE.  Chairman 
WILSON  WILLIAMS  CHAS.  J.  RIVET 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE.  Chairman 
CHAS.  J.  RIVET  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 


BUILDING 


ANDREW  J.  McSHANE.  Chairman 
WILSON  WILLIAMS  S.  H.  UVAUDAIS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE  H.  M.  GILL 


MAIN  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCH  COMMITTEES 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE Main  Ubrary 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE. 

CHAS.  J.  RIVET Royal  Branch 

MARTIN  BEHRMAN Algiers  Branch 

WILSON  WILLIAMS. 

S.  H.  UVAUDAIS - Napoleon  Branch 

W.  J.  WAGUESPACK. 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE Canal  Branch 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS Dryades  Branch 


LIBRARIAN 
HENRY  M.  GILL 


STAFF— MAIN  LIBRARY 

MRS.  LOUIS  DESSOMMES.  AMbtant  Librarian 

Librarj  Astistanto 

Miss  Clemence  Gallier,  Miss  Olga  Fenrata, 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Jones,  Miss  Elizabeth  Charlton, 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Haggerty,  Mrs.  Raie  E.  Jaudel, 

Miss  Corinne  DolL  Miss  Kate  Hafrgerty, 

Miss  Anita  McGinty.  Miss  Nellie  Hart. 

Miss  Anna  May  Leone,  Miss  Aline  Kerlin, 

Miss  Marion  Billon,  Miss  Alice  Rogers, 

**Miss  May  Reynolds,  Miss  Estelle  Pitot. 

Miss  Helen  Hill,  Miss  Pauline  Conway, 

Secretary.  Stenographer   and  Typewriter. 

F.  J.  Fleury,  Clerk.  Jas.  T.  Germany,  Pericnlical 

*Miss  Isabelle  Bums,  Page  Clerk. 

*Miss  Mildred  Guthrie,  Page.  **Miss  Agnes  Swan,  Page. 

*Mrs.  Hazel  Pope,  Page.  Miss  Nathalie  Phillpott,  Page. 

**Miss  Kathrjm  Hardesty,   Page.  **Mrs.  G.  W.  Sims,  Page. 

Mrs.  Lena  Marcy,  Page.  Miss  Winnie  Gordon,  Page. 

**Miss  Viola  Neilson,  Page.  Miss  Marjorie  Williams,   Page. 

**Miss  Adele  Rezach,   Page.  Miss  Marjorie  Meyer,  Page. 

**Miss  Thelma  Kendall,  Page.  **Miss  Irma  Peyronnin,  Page. 

Oscar  Duvemet,  Engineer.  William  Murray,  Janitor. 

Henry  Schaetfer,    Assistant  Janitor. 

STAFF—BRANCHES 

Royal  Branch. 
Miss  Solidelle  Deynoodt,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Jeanne  Bamett,  Assistant. 
Bernard  Galiano,  Janitor. 

Algiers  Branch. 
Miss  May  Barrett.  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Irene  Guillot,  Assistant. 
Edwin  Richards,  Janitor. 

Napoleon  Branch. 
Miss  Mary  L.  Power,  Assistant  in  charge. 
Miss  Martha  Patrick,  Assistant. 
Edward  Begue,  Janitor. 

Canal  Branch 
Miss  Nano  L.  Quaid,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Genevieve  Guirovich,  Assistant. 
Love  Adams,  Janitor. 

Dryades  Branch — (Colored) 
Anita  L.  Johnson,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Dora  Guichard,  Assistant. 
E.  S.  Swann,  Janitor. 


dk 


*  Promoted  during  year  to  Statf. 
**  Resigned. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  February  13,  1925. 

To  the  Hon.  Andrew  J.  McShane,  Mayor,  and  Members  of 
the  Commission  Coimcil  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs: 

The  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical  report  of  the 
Librarian  and  of  the  various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans  Pub- 
lic Library.  Fisk  Library  and  Simon  Hernshein  Library  is  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration.  Therein  you  will  find  a  com- 
plete statement  of  the  workings  of  this  branch  of  the  City 
Government,  both  in  its  literary  and  financial  statement,  the 
immense  good  it  has  done,  the  good  that  it  is  doing  and  what 
can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

These  reports,  after  careful  perusal,  I  am  sure  will  be 
a  source  of  gratification  to  the  administration. 

The  Board  of  Directors  are  all  in  full  accord  in  the  propo- 
gation  and  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  public  library, 
and  are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  oi 


After  reviewing  the  amount  of  book  distribution  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  and  the  growing  population,  the  Directors 
see  the  necessity  in  the  near  future  of  having  the  co-operation 
of  the  City  Government  in  establishing  a  branch  library  in  the 
Carrollton  section  of  the  city,  and  they  earnestly  appeal  to 
the  City  Government  to  aid  them  in  their  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE. 

President. 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1924 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  New  Orleans  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — 

The  New  Orleans  Public  Library  completed  in  1924  its 
twenty-ninth  year  under  its  present  name  and  the  eighty-first 
year  of  its  entire  existence.  The  Library  was  founded  by  the 
gift  of  Abijah  Fisk  in  1843.  The  first  important  addition  to 
the  library  came  through  the  purchase  of  six  thousand  books 
by  Alvarez  Fisk  in  1847.  Its  growth  was  steady  but  slow  un- 
til, through  its  consolidation  with  the  Mechanics  Institute  Li- 
brary and  the  Lyceiun  Library,  it  provided  in  1896  for  the 
readers  of  our  city  some  thirty  thousand  voliunes.  in  1896  it 
was  reorganized  and  received  its  present  name.  Through  the 
donations  of  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  six  buildings  have  been 
erected  upon  sites  donated  by  the  city,  and  to-diay  a  large 
Main  Library  and  five  moderate  siz^  branches  serve  the 
needs  of  our  community.  There  is  a  pressing  need  for  three 
additional  branches;  a  particularly  urgent  need  for  one  in.,tlxe, 
upper  part  of  the  city,  popularly  known  as  Carrollton. 

In  the  section,  from  the  river  to  Palm  Street  and  between 
Exposition  Boulevard  and  Hamilton  Street,  there  is  a  popu- 
lation of  35,000  and  a  school  attendance  of  10,993.  No  part 
of  this  area  is  nearer  than  three  miles  to  a  Branch  Library 
and  five  miles  to  the  Main  Library. 

The  number  of  books  in  our  present  collection  includes 
204,522  volumes;  of  this  niunber  129,746  are  at  the  Main 
Library;  16,780  at  the  Royal  Branch;  15,858  at  the  Algiers 
Branch;  16,503  at  the  Napoleon  Branch;  15,636  at  the  Canal 
Branch;  and  10,079  at  the  Dryades  (Colored  Branch).  We 
added  to  our  collection  during  the  year  1 4,906  volumes,  from 
this  should  be  deducted  4,237  discards,  leaving  a  net  gain  of 
10,669  volumes. 

The  number  of  those  who  read  in  our  several  reading 
rooms  was  118,553.  The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing 
books  is  32,000. 
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The  circulation  for  the  year  was  733,828.  This  is  an 
increase  of  75,000  over  the  circulation  of  1923  and  an  in- 
crease of  nearly  106,000  over  the  circulation  of  1922.  These 
increases  have  been  constant  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years  and  is  gradually  making  ours  one  of  the  large  libraries 
of  the  country. 

The  growth  of  our  Library  has  extended  its  service  to 
such  a  large  number  of  additional  borrowers  and  readers  and 
has  brought  and  is  bringing  increased  demands  daily  upon  us 
for  more  intellectual  and  scholarly  work.  As  so  few  of  our 
employees  have  had  the  advantage  of  college  education  and 
library,  training,  we  must  shortly  make  provisions  for  library 
instruction  for  a  reasonable  number  of  our  staff. 

The  growth  of  our  Library  is  naturally  a  source  of  pride 
to  me.  When  1  was  appointed  Librarian  the  circulation  of  the 
Library  was  about  90,000.  Its  present  circulation  is  733,828, 
a  very  substantial  proof  that  earnest  and  conscientious  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  Librarian,  assisted  at  all  times  by  his  corps 
of  workers,  have  produced  substantial  results  and  made  the 
Library  a  powerful  factor  in  aiding  in  the  education  of  the 
commimity. 

Each  year  this  increased  service  to  the  public  with  its 
necessarily  attendant  increase  of  expenses  makes  it  more  and 
more  difficult  to  continue  our  work  on  the  small  amount  ap- 
propriated for  our  maintenance.  This  amount  is  considerably 
less  than  one-half  the  per  capita  appropriated  for  maintenance 
in  the  larger  cities  of  the  South  and  less  than  one-third  the 
per  capita  appropriations  of  most  of  the  cities  in  the  East  and 
West. 

We  have  continued  our  practice  of  striving  to  reach  the 
employees  of  mills,  factories  and  business  houses. 

As  usual  a  very  large  part  of  our  work  has  been  in  co- 
operation with  the  public  schools  and  other  schools  and  col- 
leges of  the  city. 

Children's  Book  Week  that  has  each  year  been  a  success- 
ful undertaking  was  this  year  on  a  bigger  scale  and  more  suc- 
cessful than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  About  one  hundred  and 
fifty  volunteer  lecturers  and  story  tellers  participated  in  our 
program.  By  actual  count  thirty-five  thousand  boys  and  girls 
visited  the  Main  Library  and  the  Branches  during  the  periods 
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of  story  telling  and  lectures.  Our  exhibits  of  juvenile  books 
included  a  very  large  number  of  handsome  editions*  most  of 
these  books  were  loaned  us  by  the  department  stores  and 
book  stores  of  the  city. 

CXur  buildings  are  in  very  good  condition  with  the  excep- 
tion that  the  roof  of  the  Dryades  Branch  must  be  repaired, 
and  the  woodwork,  both  exterior  and  interior,  of  the  Main 
Library  must  be  painted  and  varnished. 

During  the  year  the  vacancy  on  the  Board  was  filled  by 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Samuel  A.  Trufant. 

The  staff  was  increased  by  the  additions  to  its  number  of 
Miss  Isabellei  Burns,  Miss  Mildred  Guthrie,  Mrs.  Hazel  Pope, 
and  Miss  Elstelle  Pitot.  There  was  but  one  resignation  from 
the  staff,  that  of  Miss  May  Reynolds,  who  left  on  account  of 
her  approaching  marriage. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Davis,  President  of  the  Federal  Land  Bank,  gave 
to  the  Library  forty  bound  volumes  of  the  Times-Democrat, 
Jan.  1888  to  December,  1906.  This  was  the  most  valuable 
gift  of  the  year. 

MAIN  LIBRARY 
CircnUting  Department  (Adult) 

This  department  has  a  larger  force  of  workers  than  any 
other  department  in  the  Library  and  with  the  constant  increase 
in  circulation  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  make  additions  to  this 
group. 

As  our  entire  collection  of  books  is  open  to  the  public  for 
free  access  an  unusual  amount  of  time  in  personal  service  is 
required.  To  offset  the  disadvantage  of  this  condition,  we  are 
brought  into  very  close  contact  with  our  borrowers  and  are 
enabled  to  know  very  accurately  the  wishes  of  the  public.  This 
is  an  especial  advantage  ^in  dealing  with  the  students  of  the 
various  schools  and  several  colleges  of  the  city  who  constitute 
a  very  considerable  part  of  our  borrowers. 


this  year  a  large  number  of  students  from  the  dif- 
ferent schools  and  particularly  from  the  Normal  School  come 
to  this  department  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  Library. 
When  these  students  came  in  considerable  number,  they  were 
instructed  through  lectures  by  the  Librarian. 
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The  usual  lists  were  prepared  and  exhibits  of  books  made 
throughout  the  year.    The  more  successful  of  these  were: 

'"The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Lx>uisiana,  and  the  Value  of  Good  Klitizenship** 
(an  essay  contest  conducted  by  the  local  newspapers)  ;  **Books 
in  Moving  Pictures,  1923-1924";  **Opera";  '*Sea  Stories**; 
'*Lentem  Reading**;  "Around  the  World  in  Books**;  "Moth- 
ers* Day**;  "Better  Homes**;  'Through  the  United  States  in 
Fiction'*;  "Famous  Living  People";  "'Astronomy**;  Electric 
Lighting  and  the  Eye  Sight*';  "Recent  Business  Books**;  "Re- 
cent Drama**;  "Candy  Making**;  "Women  of  the  United 
States**;  Festivals  of  the  Year**. 

The  head  of  the  Stack  Department  reports  that  while 
throughout  a  large  part  of  the  country  a  strongly  organized 
movement  has  been  instituted  for  the  education  of  adults  that, 
without  any  organized  effort  to  effect  it,  there  is  decided  evi- 
dence that  our  adult  readers  are  far  more  than  ever  appreciat- 
ing the  opportunity  for  study  and  the  more  or  less  systematic 
educational  facilities  furnished  by  the  Library.  This  feature  of 
library  life  and  opportunity  stands  out  strongly  in  the  records 
of  our  work  during  the  year. 

Circulating  Department  (Juvenile) 

This  year  the  Juvenile  Department  completed  a  careful 
tabulation  of  circulation  for  the  past  two  years,  determining 
with  absolute  accuracy  those  authors  and  subjects  which  are 
most  popular.  This  furnishes  the  best  possible  guide  for  the 
purchase  of  books  during  the  coming  year. 

Special  reading  lists  and  special  displays  of  books  have 
been  frequently  prepared  throughout  the  year.  Some  of  these 
have  been  printed  and  liberally  distributed  with  fairly  good 
results. 

There  are  now  4,554  boys  and  girls  withdrawing  books 
from  this  department.  The  number  of  books  in  this  collection 
has  been  silghtly  increased,  the  total  number  being  1  3,640. 
Our  work  with  the  schools  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
occasionally  every  book  in  the  first  three  or  four  grades  is  in 
circulation.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  77,361;  an  in- 
crease of  13,  553  over  the  year  1923,  and  an  increase  of  19,- 
921  over  the  year  1922. 
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The  two  most  popular  exhibits  of  the  year  were  Archery 
and  Boy  Scouts.  The  Archery  exhibit  included  various  styles 
of  long  bows,  arrows  and  quivers,  all  in  different  stages  of 
manufacture,  and  various  forms  of  targets,  specimens  of  wild 
game,  etc.,  showing  the  comparative  accuracy  and  deadliness 
of  the  rifle  and  the  bow.  The  Boy  Scout  exhibit  was  believed 
to  be  a  complete  assembly  of  every  article  intimately  connected 
with  scouts  and  scouting.  The  exceptional  success  of  Chil- 
dren's Book  Week  has  been  previously  referred  to  in  this  re- 
port. Many  of  the  children  still  continue  to  spend  their  read- 
ing hour  in  the  Library  instead  of  the  schools.  The  students 
of  the  Normal  School  gave  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  people 
a  book  play,  the  main  purpose  of  which  was  to  have  the  child- 
dren  guess  from  the  costumes  and  recitation  of  the  performers 
the  authors  and  titles  of  the  books  represented.  This  brought 
on  a  very  spirited  contest  between  the  different  schools.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  exhibits  of  the  year  was  a  reasonably 
complete  display  of  the  insects  and  butterflies  of  southern  Lx>u- 
isianai  This  display  weis  made  by  the  students  of  the  Normal 
School. 

During  the  summer  months  there  weis  story  telling  each 
day  at  the  Main  Library  or  one  of  the  Branches. 

Of  all  of  the  departments  of  the  Library  this  department 
stands  out  conspicuously  for  its  enterprise  and  progress. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Reference  Department,  in  common  with  the  Circu- 
lating Department,  shows  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of 
adult  readers  seeking  educational  advancement.  Unfortunate- 
ly, we  have  not  had  this  year  as  many  High  School,  Normal 
and  College  students  as  we  usually  have. 

There  has  been  few  subjects  markly  prominent  in  popu- 
larity this  year,  perhaps  .the  greatest  call  has  been  made  for 
books  on  foreign  commerce,  business  statistics,  and  general 
economics. 

The  number  of  resbders  in  this  department  was  33,014. 
The  number  of  books  in  the  reference  collection  is  14,621 ;  of 
this  number  6,730  are  bound  magazines.  The  principal  addi- 
tions to  the  reference  collection  were : 
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**Americana  Encyclopedia,  30  Vols.,  latest  ecL**;  "Blue 
Book  of  Soutkem  Progress**;  * 'Fullers  Child  Labor  and  the 
Constitution**;  **Camegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace 
Division  of  International  Law — ^Monroe  Doctrine,  1924**; 
"Birdseye's  Encyclopedia  of  General  Business  and  Legal 
Forms'*;  *'Ward*s  and  Gooch*s  Cambridge  History  of  British 
Foreign  Policy,  1  783-1919,  3  Vols.**;  •*Marr*s  Acte  Passed  by 
General  Assembly  of  Louisiana  at  Regular  Session  Held  in 
Baton  Rouge,  May  8,  1922**;  **Soule*s  Naval  Terms  and  Defi- 
nitions, 2d  rev.  ed.'*;  "Gomme*s  Handbook  of  Folklore**; 
"Thomas  Register  of  American  Manufacturers,  1924-25,  15th 
ed.**;  '*Orpen*s  Outline  of  Art,  1923,  2  Vols.**;  ''Rogers*  Eng- 
lish Furniture** ;  **Pratt*s  New  Encyclopedia  of  Music  and  Mu- 
sicians*'; "Lawson's  World*s  Best  Epigrams**;  **Gamett*s  Eng- 
lish Literature,  4  Vols**;  "Hooper's  These  Eventful  Years,  2 
Vols*';  "Terry's  Guide  to  Mexico";  "Ackermann's  Popular 
Falacies,  3d.  ed.*';  "Armstrong's  Chemistry  in  the  20th  Cen- 
tury**; "Zimmer*s  Popular  Dictionary  of  Botanic  Names  and 
Terms,  2d  ed.**;  "Robb*s  Patent  Essentials  for  the  Executive, 
Engineer,  Lawyer  and  Inventor**;  "Dorland*s  American  Illus- 
trated Medical  Dictionary,  12th  ed.,  rev.  and  enl.";  "ICent's 
Mechanical  Engineers  Handbook,  10th  ed.**;  "Hardy's  Co- 
lonial Families  of  the  Southern  States**;  "Cole*s  Heraldry  and 
Floral  Forms  as  Used  in  Decoration**;  "Turner* s  Europe*'; 
"Crowell's  and  Wilson's  How  America  Went  to  War,  6  Vols." ; 
"Barnard's  Mediaeval  England";  "Tracy's  Tercentenary  His- 
tory of  Canada,  3  Vols.**;  "Hart*s  American  Nation*';  "Os- 
good's American  Colonies  in  the  18th  Century";  "ICendairs 
History  of  New  Orleans,  3  Vols**. 

CATALOGING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Cataloging  Department  does  the  work  of  accession- 
ing, classification,  cataloging,  preparing  for  the  shelves,  dis- 
carding, preparing  for  binding  and  rebinding  for  the  Main 
Library  and  all  Branches.  It  also  has  charge  of  the  transfers 
of  all  books  and  the  lending  of  all  books  between  one  Branch 
and  another  and  the  Main  Library  and  Branches,  and  the  keep- 
ing of  all  records  required  for  all  of  these  library  processes. 

It  has  been  necessary  this  year  to  frequently  csJl  on  this 
department  to  replace  absentees.  The  force  is,  for  this  reason, 
sometimes  for  a  week  at  a  time  reduced  to  one-half  its  proper 
number,  and  its  work  seriously  interferred  with  . 
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During  the  year  1 4,906  books  were  acceMioned.  Of  this 
number  776  were  gifts.  The  number  of  books  withdrawn  this 
year  for  discards  was  4,237.  An  average  of  1,563  books  was 
added  to  each  of  the  four  white  Branches  and  767  to  the 
Colored  Branch.  The  Branches,  therefore,  received  of  the 
annual  additions  7,019  books  and  the  Main  Library,  7,887. 
This  allotment  allowed  more  books  to  the  Branches  in  pro- 
portion to  circulation  than  the  Main  Library  received. 

DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT 
Unitad  States,  State  and  Local 

The  United  States  Document  Department  constitutes  a 
very  valuable  part  of  our  library  collection.  It  contains  1  I,- 
335  bound  volumes  and  26,026  pamphlets.  The  additions  to 
the  collection  this  year  numbered  200  bound  volumes  and 
2,923  pamphlets.  The  number  of  calls  for  documents  was 
2,650.  We  have  estimated  from  year  to  year  that  the  use  of 
the  Patent  Gazette  alone  saves  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans 
$5,000.00  annually.  The  other  calls  are  almost  invariably 
of  important  nature.  The  largest  number  of  calls  was  for  the 
documents  of  the  Commerce  Department. 

Our  State  Document  collection  had  few  additions,  four 
bound  volumes  and  fourteen  pamphlets. 

The  additions  to  the  New  Orleans  City  Document  col- 
lection was  even  smaller,  one  bound  volume  and  four  pamph- 
lets. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT 


The  Library  received  32 1  magazines,  exclusive  of  United 
I  States,  State,  and  Municipal  Documents.     Of  this  number  104 

are  gifts.    The  number  of  newspapers  received  is  36.    Of  this 
number  13  are  gifts. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Newspaper  Room  was  6 1  ,- 
793,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  men.  The  number  of  readers 
in  the  Magazine  Room  was  23,746,  here  also  nearly  all  of  the 
readers  were  men. 

BINDING  AND  MENDING  DEPARTMENT 

Some  4,319  books  were  sent  to  the  binders  for  rebind- 
ing.     About  400  more  were  bound  from  sheets  and  a  large 
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number  of  the  newly  purchased  books  were  resewed,   rein- 
forced, and  recased  before  delivery. 

Improvements  in  our  method  of  work  in  the  Mending 
Department  permits  us  to  return  many  books  recased,  cleaned, 
and  mended  to  the  shelves  and  ready  for  circulation  in  one 
day.  No  books  sent  to  this  department  are  kept  over  three 
diays.  This  promptness  of  return  to  the  shelves  offsets  the 
slight  increased  cost  over  the  cost  of  books  sent  to  the  bind- 
ers. An  especial  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  make  our 
book  shelves  more  presentable  and  to  put  our  books,  in  gen- 
eral, in  better  condition.  In  addition  to  the  books  sent  to 
the  binders  our  Mending  Department  recased  5,630  books,  of 
this  number  1,576  were  completely  resewed  with  the  over- 
cast or  whipped  stitch;  7,139  books  were  mended;  and  20,- 
000  were 


Our  city  schools  provide  most  of  the  pupils  with  free 
text  books.  As  there  is  no  provision  for  the  repair  of  these 
books,  the  schools  have  eagerly  sought  instruction  from  the 
Library  in  cleaning,  mending,  and  rebinding  of  books.  Many 
large  classes  have  been  for  this  purpose  instructed  through  the 
year  by  our  Mending  Department. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor.  The  bor- 
rower's card  is  issued  for  three  years.  There  is  a  Juvenile 
Card,  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower  wishes  to  dispense  with 
the  guarantor,  a  Deposit  Card,  and  in  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August  and  September,  a  Siunmcr  Card.  On  the  Juvenile  Card 
two  books  can  be  withdrawn;  on  the  Adult  Branch  Card,  three, 
on  the  Adult  Main  Library  Card,  five,  and  on  the  Deposit  Card, 
one.  There  are  now  in  force  32,000  card«i  of  all  character, 
of  this  number  11,691  vrejce  issued  in  1924,^  3,536  Juvenile 
and  8,155  adult. 


To  this  department  is  assigned  the  Librarian's  secretary 
and  the  stenographer,  and  they  handle  the  work  of  this  de- 
partment, issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send  out  all  delinquent 
notices  for  the  Main  Library  and  most  of  them  for  the  Branch- 
es, compile  monthly  and  annual  reports  and  do  all  stenograph- 
ic and  typewriting  work  necessary  to  carry  on  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Librarian.  That  this  latter  part  of  the  work  is  by 
ho  means  inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Libra- 
rian sent  out  of  his  office  1 4, 1 35  pieces  of  signed 
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STAFF  (Main  Libnury  and  Brandies) 

Owing  to  the  circumstances  under  which  our  employees 
come  to  us  without  any  previous  library  training,  our  work 
has  always  been  done  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  begin  their  service  doubly  handicapped 
through  lack  of  sufficient  systematic  school  training,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  us  to  attain  the  usual  standard  of  work  main- 
tained in  other  libraries.  I  would  recommend,  therefore,  that 
in  making  future  appointments,  the  Board  raise  its  standard 
and  require  that  the  i^pointee  shall  have  more  educational 
preparation  than  the  present  requirement  of  a  high  school  edu- 
cation. 

Under  Act  No.  89.,  1900,  of  tho  State  Legislature  all  ap- 
pointments to  the  staff  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  shall 
be  made  from  eligible  lists  certified  to  the  Library  Board  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Diur- 
ing  the  past  year  the  Commission  has  held  no  competitive  ex- 
aminations, it  hBs,  therefore,  furnished  no  eligible  list  to  the 
Library  Board.  The  Commission  has,  instead,  instructed  the 
Board  to  make  its  own  appointments.  Under  this  authority 
the  Board  has  appointed  to  the  staff  the  following  ladies: — 
Miss  Isabelle  Bums,  Miss  Mildred  Guthrie,  Mrs.  Hazel  Pope, 
and  Miss  Elstelle  Pitot. 

Miss  Quaid,  the  Assistant  in  Charge  of  the  Canal  Branch, 
who  had  been  absent,  on  account  of  illness,  from  her  duties 
for  nearly  two  years  returned  to  work  in  September.  Miss 
Guillot,  of  the  Algiers  Branch,  on  account  of  illness  in  her 
home  was  away  for  two  months. 

The  only  resignation  from  the  staff  received  during  the 
year  was  that  of  Miss  May  Reynolds. 

BRANCHES 

The  combined  circulation  of  the  Branches  was  402,992. 
The  Napoleon  Branch  continues  to  show  the  greatest  increase, 
its  circulation  for  the  year  was  122,297.  The  circulation  for 
the  Royal  Branch  was  84,474;  Algiers  Branch  61,591 ;  Canal 
Branch  103,331;  Dryades  Branch  31.299. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  from  the 
Branches  is  18,984,  and  the  number  of  books  in  the  five 
Branches  is  74,776. 
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As  all  of  the  technical  library  work  is  done  for  the  Branch- 
es at  the  Main  Library,  considerable  time  is  given  to  the  Branch 
Staff  for  work  through  personal  contact  with  their  borrowers 
and  for  visits  to  schools  and  other  organized  groiq>s  of  people 
in  the  neighborhoodi  of  the  Library.  To  a  great  extent,  there- 
fore, the  increase  or  decrease  of  circulation  in  each  Branch  is 
due  to  the  enterprise  or  lack  of  enterprise  of  the  staff  conduct- 
ing that  Library.        * 

As  the  Library  has  not  sufficient  means  to  operate  a  de- 
livery system  between  the  Main  Library  and  the  Branches, 
each  borrower  is  permitted  in  addition  to  his  Branch  Card  to 
have  a  card  at  the  Main  Library  and,  in  this  manner,  he  can 
obtain  books  that  arcf  in  the  Main  Library  and  that  would  not 
be  placed  in  the  Branches  because  of  infrequent  use. 

I  agam  reconmiend  to  the  Board  the  occasional  transfer 
of  the  Branch  Staff  to  the  Main  Library  as  a  means  of  prevents 
ing  stagnation  and  of  refreshing  the  minds  of  the  Branch  Staff 
employees  with  library  technology  and  administration. 

HOLIDAYS 

Our  list  of  holidasrs  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  other 
libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  however,  on  ac^ 
count  of  local  conditions. 

The  Library  is  closed  from  5  p.  m.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  a.  m.  the  next  Wednesday;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints*  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day;  December  24th,  from  12  m.  to  December 
26th,  9  a.  m.;  Derember  31st,  from  12  m.  to  January  2nd, 
9  a.  m.,  and  5  p.  m.  the  evening  of  Momus  Parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  grant- 
ed each  member  of  the  staff  and  to  the  pages  who  have  worked 
in  the  Library  for  the  six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period. 
All  days  of  absence  up  to  twelve  are  deducted  from  this  term 
of  vacation,  but  no  vacation  shall  be  less  than  fifteen  days. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  co- 
operation in  the  development  of  the  Library.  I  wish  also  to 
thank  the  staff  of  the  Library  for  their  attitude  of  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  their  work. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the  attached 
tables  as  my  report  for  the  year,  1924. 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 

February  II,  1925.  Librarian. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  FOR  1924 

GENERAL  FUND 

RECEIPTS 
G«neml    Fund    Balance    from 

1923  $   13.154.70 

City  ol  N.  O.  Appropriation  $  75,000.00 

Interest  on  Daily  Balance 

(Marine   Bank)    113.41 

Bourbon  Street  Property 

Rental  3,000.00 

Mitcellaneoue,  Sale  Waste 

Paper,  etc  81.67 

Investments  Interest  on  Bonds  240.00 

Fines  Main  Library  4,610.49 

Fines  Royal  Branch  589.34 

Fines  Aliners  Branch  346.92 

Fines  Napoleon  Branch  402.07 

Fines  Canal  Branch  575.51 

Fines  Dryades  Branch  90.02  85,049.43 

98,204.13 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Investments— Purchase  ol  13 
$1,000.00  Bonds  City  ol 
N.   O.   ConstituHonal 12,376.67 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

Books   $  17,586.28 

Periodicals        ^ 1,344.58 

Binding  ., ^ 1,566.62 

General  Expenses  4,728.50 

Heating  390.90 

Printing  and  Sationery 839.56 

Salaries  36.739.95          63,196.39 

ROYAL  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  473.85 

Printing  and  Stationery 99.18 

Heating 76.50 

Binding  671.11 

SaUries  3,295.00            4,615.64 

ALGIERS  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  205.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 100.08 

Heating „ 13.60 

Binding  584.03 

Contingent  Expenses  58.00 

SaUries 3,269.40  4,230.11 

Amounts  Carried  Forward 84.418.81  98.204.13 


New  OrlMUU  Poblie  Libraiy 


Amounu  BrouRkt  Forward. ^...  84.418.81  98.204.13 

NAPOLEON  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  ^ 159.65 

Printing  and  Stationery 1 70.00 

Heatinff  - 14.80 

Binding «...  630.81 

Salaries  3.372.50            4.347.76 


CANAL  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  ~ 283.36 

Printing  and  Stationery 99.83 

Binding  - 526.36 

Contingent  Expenses   100.00 

Salaries  3.177.35            4.186.90 


DRYADES  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  1 1 1 .4 1 

Printing  and  Stationery 99.08 

Heating  ~ ~...  21.60 

Binding  - 14.00 

Salaries  «... -...  2.914.75  3.160.84         96.114.31 


Balance    « « « 2.089.82 

Balance  in  Banks 

Marine  Bank  &  Trust  Co 1.973.10 

Hibemia   Bank    &    Trust    Co 116.72  2.089.82 


SIMON  HERNSHEIN  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance   from    1923 ^ «...$  108.77 

Interest   Board  o(   Liquidation  Trustees 1.480.00  1.588.77 


DISBURSEMENTS 
Books    1.469.44 


Balance  in  Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co $  119.33 

Respectfully   Submitted. 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS. 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

.  By  the 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 

Annual  Library  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,   1924. 
Name  of  Library — ^New  Orleans  Public   Library. 
City  or  ToMm— ^ew  Orleans,  State— Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.      Free  for  reference. 
Number  of  Branches— Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central   Library   354 

Branches  304 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central   Library   ^ 76 

Branches  66 

Number    of    volumes    at    beginning    of 

year   

Number   of   volumes    added    during    the 

year   by   purchase 

Number    of   volumes   added    during    the 

year  by  gift 

Number   of   volumes   lost   or   withdrawn 

during  the  year 

Total    number    at    end    of    year    (count 

bound    books    only) 167,445 

Number   of  volumes   of   fiction   lent   for 

home    use    343,736 

Number  of  volumes  lent   for   home   use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circula-^ 

tion) 425,063      185,665     610.728 

RECEIPTS  FROM  PAYMENTS  FOR 

Unexpended  balance..$ 1 3,263.47  Books    $19,055.72 

Local  taxation   (city  Periodicals    1,344.58 

appropriation)   75,000.00  Binding   3.992.93 

State  grants  None  Salaries,    Library   service  43,672.95 

Endowment   funds   ....      4,480.00  Salaries.  Janitor  service..      9.096.00 

Membership  fees  None  Light    (Included    in    city 

Fine  and  sale  of  contract)  None 

publication  6,614.35  Rent    None 

Duplicate   collection..        None  Permanent   investment....    12.376.67 

Gifts  None  Other    expenses    8,044.90 

Other  sources 435.08  Balance   on   hand 2,209.15 


Adults 

Children 

Total 

160.409 

33,444 

193.853 

9,173 

4,957 

14,130 

744 

32 

776 

2,881 

1,356 

4,237 

167,445 

37.077 

204,522 

343,736 

111.489 

455.225 

$99,792.90  $99,792.90 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  u^e None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 11,691 

Number    of    Newspapers    and    periodicals    currently     received 

(Titles   not   including  State   or   Federal   publications) 359 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  for  reading  and  study 1 18.553 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1924 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Total  Circuhlioii,  1924 


TABLE  1 


Central     Royal  Alfriers  Napoleon    Canal  Dryaclea 
Library  Branck  Branch    Branck     Branch  Branch     Totals 
Home   uM..280,075  67.681   48.881    107.291     81.730  25.070  610.728 

Ubrary  um  50.761    16.793    12,710      15.006     21.601      6.229    123.100 


TotaU    330,836  84.474  61.591    122.297   103,331   31.299   733.828 

AimiMd  Circwlarioti,  Central  library  and  Brandioa 


Main 
Library 

1910  218.147 

1912  243,352 

1913  225,141 

1914  232.871 

1915  » 238,786 

1916  240.450 

1917  230,727 

1918  203,167 

1919  215,142 

1920  219.167 

1921  250.053 

1922  279.860 

1923  ...» 289.534 

1924  330.836 


1910-1924 

TABLE  2. 

Royal      Alinera  Napoleon    Canal     Dryadpt 
Branch     Branch     Branch     Branch     Branch 


61.381 
61,566 
65.904 
65.785 
72,193 
74,160 
72,854 
71,734 
65,977 
64,370 
68,183 
74.762 
82,656 
82.691 
84.474 


32,905 
37,007 
41,637 
33,275 
37,089 
39.528 
39.928 
35.554 
35.547 
36.759 
46.337 
53.355 
64.019 


38,313 
51,138 
60,099 
61,047 
75,017 
77,761 
77,516 
78.529 
75.282 
72.961 
58.673 
70.278 
91.360 


59.753    102.274 


17.929 
61,876 
62.155 
71,241 
65.269 
68.854 
62.633 
65.429 
66.716 
69.336 
72.393 
81.914 
93.822 


61.591    122.297   103,331 


17,533 
21.740 
22.565 
22.025 
18.907 
22.233 
26.188 
30.763 
31.299 


Total  Annual  Circulation,  1905—1924 

TABLE  3 


1905 99.100 

1906 98.749 

1907 97.316 

1908 245.559 

1909 325.057 

1910 350.746 

1911 400.397 

1912 472.868 

1913 447.403 

1914 488.411 


1915 495.504 

1916 517.125 

1917 500.918 

1918 467.967 

1919...^ 477,974 

1920 480.603 

1921 543.074 

1922 625.997 

1923 658.837 

1924 733.828 
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Circahtion  of  Adnlt  Fiction.  Ccntnd  Library  aiid  BnuidkM 
1920—1924 

TABLE  4. 

1920           1921  1922  1923  1924 

Cantnl  Ubnty 104.713  126.021  134.212  135,077  197.698 

Royal  Brandt 35.200  39.047  41.348  40.637  41.946 

Alfiien  Brudi  23.990  28,968  31.014  28,029  29.895 

Napolaon  Brancb 33.190  41.043  51.766  56.980  71.094 

CuulBraneb 37.019  39.427  44.208  92.272  97.185 

Dryadea   Branch  2,789          3.404  4.340  6.106  6,529 


TotnU. 236.903     278,710     306.088     319.901      365,147 


CircnlatioB  of  Jorenile  Fictiont  Central  Ubnury  and  Branches 
1920—1924 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

C..I..I  LibniT  

...  33.;i3 

30.086 

36,067 

36,533 

43,111 

Royml  Bnnck  

...  16.730 

17.95! 

21,279 

19.459 

20.162 

Alttien   Bnnek   

...  12.611 

13,663 

19,006 

16,000 

17,106 

NapolMn  Bnncli  ... 

...  13.396 

H.649 

20,425 

21,257 

21,41! 

C>n>l  Bnnck  

...  17.063 

16,430 

19,734 

21,110 

22.766 

Dirade*    Bnnck   ... 

...     2.263 

3.066 

4,400 

7,153 

7,507 

Toul..._ 

...  95.»46 

93,639 

121,001 

124,320 

132,149 

Total  fimilw*'o»  of  Fic:tion,  Central  Lilvary  and  Braebet 
1920—1924 

TABLE  6. 

1920           1921            1922  1923  1924 

Central  Library  (30.490      156.107      170.279  174.410  200.809 

51,932       57.002       62.627  60.096  62.100 

36.601        42.631        50.822  44.829  47,083 

46,386       55.692       72.191  78,237  93,309 

54.082       55,865       63.942  73.390  79.95 1 

Diy«la>   Bnaek   5.052          6,472          8.028  13.259  14.036 

Tamil. 332.751      374.569     428.689  444.221  497,296 
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CirddiiticHi  of  Adult  Non-Fictioii,  Central  tSbnrj 

1920—1924 

TABLE  7. 

1920 

General  Works  5,345 

Philosophy  3,587 

Reliftion  1.789 

Sociology  7.805 

PhUolofcy   1.556 

Natural  science  3.432 

Useful   aru   8.548 

Fine   arts   4.134 

Literature    13.260 

History,  travel,  biofr- 

raphy    13,930 

Touls. 63.386       78.948       88.208       89,849       95.777 

Circulation  of  Adolt  Non-Fiction.  Branches,  1924 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

7.260 

8.221 

9.327 

9.623 

4,646 

4.705 

4.818 

5.180 

2.514 

2.654 

2,860 

3.656 

9.426 

11.045 

10.862 

11.924 

1,737 

1.631 

1,759 

1.801 

3,703 

4.334 

4.076 

4.719 

9.782 

11.087 

10.296 

10.360 

5.060 

6.014 

6.340 

6.792 

18.028 

20.078 

21.141 

20.555 

16.792 

18.439 

18.370 

21.167 

Royal 
Branch 

General    works    505 

Philosophy  123 

Reliftion   198 

Sociology   563 

Philology    92 

Natural   science   277 

Useful    arts    388 

Fine    arts    384 

Literature    1.845 

History,  travel,  biog- 
raphy    1.661 


TABLE  a. 

Algiers 

Napoleon 

Canal 

Dryades 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

411 

1.593 

1.087 

43 

153 

835 

437 

614 

123 

429 

626 

370 

301 

1.529 

1.427 

1.367 

52 

635 

192 

307 

164 

829 

379 

887 

256 

1.134 

800 

999 

267 

861 

552 

916 

1.047 

3.492 

3.078 

1.193 

870 

3,307 

2.288 

1.244 

TouU 6.036         3.644        14.644        10.866  7.940 
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Cnrcqlatioo  of  Juwmuim  Noii-Ficlioii,  Central  Library 

1920—1924 

TABLE  9. 

1920          1921  1922  1923  1924 

General  works  1.536             768  1.091  722  913 

Philosophy  19               47  59  46  103 

Reliicion   652             412  725  935  890 

Sociology  6.172          5.432  7.811  8.925  11.018 

Philology    ........  

Natural  science  762             969  1.567  2.061  2.672 

Useful  arts  1.145           1.061  1.326  1.713  2.126 

Fine  arts  1.123          1.100  1.354  1.947  2.582 

Uterature    2,469          2.538  3.285  3.972  7.192 

History,   travel,  biog- 
raphy       3,405         2.671  4.155  4.954  6.754 

Totals 17.283        14.998  21.373  25.275  34.250 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1924 

TABLE  10. 

Royal      Algiers     Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch*     Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General    works    0              610  486  9  0 

Philosophy  8               38  185  69  367 

Religion   426            287  390  847  660 

Sociology  7.686          4.426  5.490  5.963  3.105 

Philology    2           31           

Natural  science  1.057              695  1.854  606  758 

Useful  arts  728             502  1.336  686  883 

Fine  arts  1,338             727  1.016  612  897 

Uterature    2.423          1.633  1.438  1.795  1.275 

History,   travel,  biog- 
raphy       2.664          1.944  2.149  1.896  1.378 

TotaU 16.330        10.864  14.344  12.514  9.323 

Total  Circuli^ion  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branches 

1920—1924 

TABLE  11. 

1920           1921  1922  1923  1924 

Central  Library  80.669        93.946  109.581  115.124  130.027 

Royal  Branch 16.251        16.960  20.029  22.595  22.366 

Algiers  Branch   9.736        10.724  13.197  14.924  14.508 

Napoleon  Branch  12.087        14.586  19.169  24.037  28.988 

Canal  Branch 15.254        16.528  17.972  20.432  23.380 

Dryades  Branch  13.855        15.761  17.360  17.504  17.263 

TotaU 147.852      168.505  197.308  214.616  236.532 
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Chadficatioii  of  Books,  Aecemonad,  1920—1824 

TABLE  12. 

1920  1921  1922  1923  1924 

General  works  294  302  252  322  493 

Plulosophy  106  112  180  148  192 

Religion   76  72  178  221  160 

SocioloRy  513  599  1.608  1.220  1.227 

PhiloloRy   69  43  17  14  107 

Natural  science  154  158  469  358  514 

Useful  aru 436  519  673  544  525 

Fine  arts  164  182  434  529  492 

Literature    „ 441  534  705  810  1.366 

Travel    97  196  277  403  267 

BioRrapky    149  159  459  380  442 

History    255  280  459  691  452 

Fiction  2,984  4,150  6,718  5,455  8.669 


Totals. 5,739         7.306        12.370        11.195        14.906 

CENTRAL  UBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 

Money  Received  From  Fmet,  1924 

TABLE  13. 

Central  Library ^ $4.6 1 0.49 

Royal  Branch  589.34 

Aliners  Branch  346.92 

Napoleon  Branch  «...      402.07 

Canal  Branch  « « 575.5  I 

Dryades  Branch 90.02 

Total...^ « $6,614.35 

Number  of  Readers  m  Reference,  Reeding  and  Newspaper 
Rooms,  Central  Library,  1920 — 1924 

1920—1924 
TABLE  14. 

1920         1921         1922         1923         1924  Total 

Week  Days — 
Reference   and 

Rooms    41.265     49.267     55.678     52.349     53.996     252.555 

Room    40.827     44.317     45.219     51.369     58.457     240.189 

Sundays- 
Reference    and 

Rooms     2.492       2.604       2.613       2.609       2.764        13.082 

Newspaper 

Room    3.049       3.026       2.812       2.935       3.336        15.158 


Totals 87.633     99.214   106.322    109.262    118.553  520.984 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


FISK  LIBRARY 
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New   Orleans*    La.,    February    lOtk,     1926. 

To  the  Hon.   Arthur  J.   O'Keefe,   Acting   Mayor,   and  Members  of  the 
Commission  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs: 

The  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical  report  of  the  Librarian  and 
of  the  various  officials  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library,  Fisk  Library 
and  Simon  Hernsheim  Library  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Therein  you  will  find  a  complete  statement  of  the  workings  of  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government,  both  in  its  literary  and  financial 
statement,  the  immense  good  it  has  done,  the  good  that  it  is  doing  and 
what  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

These  reports,  after  careful  perusal,  1  am  sure  will  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  administration. 

The  Board  of  Directors  are  all  in  full  accord  in  the  propagation  and 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  public  library,  and  are  earnestly 
endeavoring   to    carry    out    the    objects   for   which   it    was   organized. 

After  reviewing  the  amount  of  book  distribution  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  growing  population,  the  Directors  see  the 
necessity  in  the  near  future  of  having  the  co-operation  of  the  City 
Government  in  establishing  a  branch  library  in  the  Carrollton  section 
of  the  city,  and  they  earnestly  appeal  to  the  City  Government  to  aid 
them   in  their  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DeGRANGE. 

President. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen : 

For  the  last  thirty  years  our  library,  which  is  one  of  the 
oldest  circulating  libraries  of  the  country,  after  having  re- 
peatedly changed  its  name  has  operated  under  its  present 
title. 

It  has  been  a  good  year  for  the  library  in  many  ways. 
It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  all  of  the  six  buildings  are 
in  good  condition,  that  the  circulation  of  the  library  increased 
during  the  year  about  one  hundred  thousand,  and  that  the 
den\and  for  books  in  our  city  which  covers  such  immense 
territory  must  soon  induce  the  city  to  provide  us  with  at 
least  one  branch  to  take  care  of  the  needs  of  the  upper  part 
of  our  city,  where  a  population  of  more  than  forty  thous- 
and people  must  obtain  their  service  from  an  already  over- 
taxed branch,  three  miles  away,  or  seek  service  at  the  Main 
Library,  five  miles  distant. 

Our  library  now  includes  a  collection  of  21  3,5  I  7  books. 
Of   this   number    1 35,240   are   in   the   Main   Library,    about 
16,000  or  slightly  more  in  each  of  the  white  branches,  and 
10,570  in  the  colored  branch. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  from  the 
library  is  34,637,  and  the  number  of  those  who  read  in  our 
several  reading  rooms  was  182,614. 

If  our  growth  continues  for  the  next  two  years  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  past  two,  our  circulation  will  reach  the  million 
mark.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  splendid  growth  of  our 
library  and  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  its  resources, 
the  amount  of  our  appropriation  has  remained  fixed,  which 
compels  us  to  operate  on  the  most  economical  methods  and 
frequently  to  demand  more  in  service  of  our  employees  than 
we  have  a  right  to  ask;  some  as  usual  assuming  larger  burdens 
than  is  their  fair  share. 
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It  is  plainly  manifest  that  the  city  will  soon  realize  its 
appropriation  of  $75,000.00  is  not  sufficient  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  libraries.  The  following  tables  will  illustrate 
vividly  the  handicap  under  which  we  are  operating: 

Expenditures     Per  Capita 
Population  1920       1923  or    1924  Expenditures 

Newark 4 1 4.524  $45 1 ,9  75.35  $  1.1 0 

Cincinnati 401.247  455.109.1 1  1.10 

New  Orleans 387.219  85.207.08  .22 

Minneapolis  380.582  394.711.51  1.30 

Kansas  City  324.410  228,721.69  .70 

Seattle   315.312  273,432.08  .87 

Indianapolis  314.194  298.713.59  .95 

Jersey  City 298. 1 03  249,704.44  .85 

Southern  Cities  of  200,000  or  Over 

New  Orleans  387.219  $  85.207.08 

Louisville  234.89 1  1 60.2 1 1 .09 

Atlanta 200.6 1 6  93,834.68 

The  average  library  expenditures  of  all  cities  in  the 
United  States  with  a  population  of  two  hundred  thousand 
or  more  is  sixty-six  and  a  half  cents  per  capita.  The  ap- 
propriation for  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  by  the  city 
is  nineteen  and  a  third  cents  per  capita. 

Children's  Book  Week  which  has  always  been  a  suc- 
cessful event  with  us,  was  this  year  even  more  satisfactory 
than  usual.  This  year  our  work  was  better  systematized  and 
we  handled  larger  crowds  with  less  than  usual  efforts.  The 
story  tellers  and  lecturers  to  the  ntunber  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty- four  entertained  and  instructed  during  this  eventful 
week  more  than  thirty  thousand  boys  and  girls.  We  can 
trace  no  less  than  two  thousand  additional  juvenile  readers 
to  the  inspiration  of  this  week's  work.  Such  wholesale  ad- 
dition of  readers  and  the  great  increase  of  work  with  the 
schools  makes  us  feel  painfully  the  need  of  money.  Our 
inability  to  advertise  the  library  and  bring  its  opportunities 
to  the  notice  of  a  large  part  of  the  community  that  has  failed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  library  also  makes  us  feel  bitterly 
the  inadequacy  of  the  amount  allotted  us  for  maintenance. 

A  particularly  gratifying  feature  of  our  work  this  year 
is  the  increase  in  contact  with  the  conunercial  offices  and 
with  the  skilled  craftsmen  of  our  community. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Cataloging  Department  be- 
gan the  preparations  for  the  great  task  of  recataloging  our 
library,  in  the  making  of  our  final  catalog,  we  propose  to 
use  the  Library  of  Congress  catalog  cards. 

CXir  Board  hais  remained  intact  during  the  year. 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

Circulating  Department  (Adult) 

The  open  stack  system  which  includes  all  of  the  books 
in  our  Circulating  Department  substantially  increases  the  cost 
of  operation  and  requires  a  comparatively  large  corps  of 
workers,  it  is  undoubtedly,  however,  the  system  which  best 
pleases  our  readers. 

This  year  several  new  plans  were  tried  out  for  conduct- 
ing the  work  in  this  department,  especially  in  conjunction 
with  the  schools. 

Apart  from  the  general  increase  in  all  forms  of  work 
in  this  department,  there  were  no  outstanding  features  in  the 
year's  activities. 

The  most  successful  reading  lists  of  the  year  were: 

"Books  in  Moving  Pictures*';  **The  Constitution  and  its 
Makers'*;  "Fish  and  Fishing";  "Evolution";  "Louisiana  Stor- 
les    ;      Ihe  INavy    ;     Opera   . 

Circulating  Department    (Juvenfle) 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  active  and  good. 
About  one  hundred  thousand  books  were  issued  from  this 
department,  and  the  number  of  borrowers  have  been  in- 
creased by  over  two  thousand. 

During  the  year  the  discards  were  heavy  and  the  ad- 
ditions were  few.  The  entire  number  of  books  in  the  col- 
lection is  now  only  15,028.  On  three  occasions  during  the 
year  so  many  books  have  been  issued  that  the  shelves  were 
swept  entirely  bare  of  books  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  grades. 

Nearly  every  library  and  school  in  the  coimtry  seems 
to  be  compiling  graded  lists  of  best  books  and  a  very  large 
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number  have  requested  such  lists  compiled  by  our  library. 
A  composite  of  all  lists  recommended  would  make  interest- 
ing reading. 

The  pupils  of  the  Normal  School  again  gave  for  the 
pleasure  of  our  young  readers  a  **Book  Play**.  This  is  gradu- 
ally becoming  one  of  the.  expected  and  much  anticipated 
events  of  each  year. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  work  in  the  Reference  Department  was  of  a  little 
more  miscellaneous  character  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 
We  are  pleased  to  note  a  slight  increase  in  the  use  of  this 
department  by  the  pupils  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  number  of  readers  in  this  department  was  36,804. 
The  number  of  books  in  the  reference  collection  is  15,150; 
of  this  number  6,921  are  bound  magazines.  The  principal 
additions  to  the  reference  collection  were: 

* 'Dickinson*  s  One  Thousand  Best  Books*';  "Harpers 
History  of  Woman  Suffrage'*;  "Moody's  Foreign  and  Ameri- 
can Government  Securities**;  "Moody's  Public  Utility  Secur- 
ities"; "Moody's  Industrials";  "Moody's  Railroad  Securities"; 
"Oman's  History  of  the  Art  of  War  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
2  Vols.";  "Macquoid's  Four  Hundred  Years  of  Children's  Cos- 
tiune  From  the  Great  Masters,  1400-1800";  "Roger's  Indus- 
trial Chemistry,  4th  ed.  2  Vol.";  "Imms'  General  Texdbook 
of  Entomology";  "United  States  Statutes,  1925  Cumtdative 
Supplement";  "Taft's  History  of  American  Sculpture,  new 
revised  ed.";  "Cessinsky's  Old  World  House,  2  Vols."; 
"Hull's  Dictionary  of  Modern  Music  and  Musicians";  "Elson's 
History  of  America  Music,  revised  to  1925";  "McCarthy's 
Irish  Literature,  10  Vols.";  "Virkus'  Abridged  Compendium 
of  American  Genealogy". 

CATALOGING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Cataloging  Department  does  the  work  of  accession- 
ing, classification,  cataloging,  preparing  for  the  shelves,  dis- 
carding, preparing  for  binding  and  rebinding  for  the  Main 
Library  and  all  Branches.  It  also  has  charge  of  the  trans- 
fers of  all  books  and  the  lending  of  all  books  between  one 
Branch  and  another  and  the  Main  Library  and  Branches,  and 
the  keeping  of  all  records  required  for  all  of  these  library 
processes. 

The  library  has  practically  no  list  of  substitutes  upon 
which  it  can  draw  to  replace  absentees.      It  has  been  com- 
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pelled,  therefore,  to  replace  absentees  by  the  Cataloging 
Department.  This  year  more  than  ever  this  unfortunate 
method  of  replacement  has  been  employed.  On  repeated 
occasions  the  Cataloging  Department  has  been  forced  to 
suspend  operation,  it  has  been  difficult  to  keep  the  depart- 
ment from  despairing  on  account  of  these  frequent  interrup- 
tions of  its  work.  The  department  worked  under  an  ad- 
ditional disadvantage  as  three  of  its  members  were  away  for 
four  months  pursuing  their  library  studies.  In  spite  of  these 
handicaps,  however,  the  department  has  done  a  good  year's 
work. 

During  the  year  12,417  books  were  accessioned.  Of 
this  number  566  were  gifts.  The  number  of  books  with- 
drawn this  year  for  discard  was  3,422.  An  average  of 
1,100  books  was  added  to  each  of  the  four  white  Branches 
and  448  to  the  Colored  Branch. 

Considerable  time  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was 
given  to  the  preparations  for  the  recataloging  of  the  library, 
a  piece  of  work  that  was  referred  to  in  the  early  part  of  this 
report. 

DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT 

United  States,  State  and  Local 

The  United  States  Document  Department  constitutes  a 
very  valuable  part  of  our  library  collection,  it  contains  1  1 ,540 
bound  volumes  and  31,073  pamphlets.  The  additions  to 
the  collection  this  year  numbered  205  bound  volumes  and 
3,045  pamphlets.  The  number  of  calls  for  documents  was 
2,145.  We  have  estimated  from  year  to  year  that  the  use 
of  the  Patent  Gazette  alone  saves  to  the  citizens  of  New 
Orleans  $5,000.00  annually.  The  other  calls  are  almost 
invariably  also  of  an  important  nature.  The  largest  number 
of  calls  was  for  the  documents  of  the  Commerce  Department. 

Our  State  and  City  Document  collections  had  few  ad- 
ditions. 

PERIODICAL   DEPARTMENT 

The  library  received  326  magazines,  exclusive  of  United 
States,  State,  and  Municipal  Documents.  Of  this  number 
106  are  gifts.  The  number  of  newspapers  received  is  34. 
Of  this  number  9  are  gifts. 
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The  number  of  readers  in  the  New^aper  Room  was 
62,517,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  men.  The  number  of 
readers  in  the  Magazine  Room  was  22,422,  here  also  nearly 
all  of  the  readers  were  men. 

BINDING  AND  MENDING  DEPARTMENT 

Some  5,212  books  were  sent  to  the  binders  for  rebind- 
ing.  About  336  more  were  bound  from  sheets  and  a  large 
number  of  the  newly  purchased  books  were  resewed,  rein- 
forced,  and  recased  before  delivery. 

Books  sent  to  this  department  are  not  kept  over  three 
days.  This  promptness  of  return  to  the  shelves  offsets  the 
slight  increased  cost  over  the  cost  6f  books  sent  to  the  binders, 
in  addition  to  the  books  sent  to  the  binders  our  Mending 
Department  recased  8,615  books,  of  this  number  2,381  were 
completely  resewed  with  the  overcast  or  whipped  stitch;  and 
12,449  books  were  mended. 

Our  city  schools  provide  most  of  the  pupils  with  free 
text  books.  As  there  is  no  provision  for  the  repair  of  these 
books,  the  schools  have  eagerly  sought  instruction  from  the 
library  in  cleaning,  mending,  and  rebinding  of  books.  Many 
large  classes  have  been  for  this  purpose  instructed,  through 
the  year,  by  our  Mending  Department. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT 

Elach  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor.  The 
borrower's  card  is  now  issued  for  five  years.  There  is  a 
Juvenile  Card,  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower  wishes  to  dis- 
pense with  the  guarantor,  a  Deposit  Card,  and  in  the  months 
of  June,  July,  August  and  September,  a  Sunmier  Card.  On 
the  Juvenile  Card  two  books  can  be  withdrawn;  on  the  Adult 
Branch  Card,  three,  on  the  Adult  Main  Library  Card,  five, 
and  on  the  Deposit  Card,,  one.  There  are  now  in  force 
34,637  cards  of  all  character,  of  this  number  13,941  were 
isuued  in  1925,  5,287  juvenile  and  8,654  adult. 

To  this  department  is  assigned  the  Librarian's  secre- 
tary and  the  stenographer,  and  they  handle  the  work  of  this 
department,  issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send  out  all  delinquent 
notices  for  the  Main  Library  and  most  of  them,  for  the 
Branches,  compile  monthly  and  annual  reports  and  do  all 
stenographic  and  typewriting  work  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
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correspondence  of  the  Librarian.  That  this  latter  part  of 
the  work  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  Librarian  sent  out  of  his  office  I  3,459  pieces  of  signed 
mail. 

STAFF  (Main  Library  and  Branches) 

Under  Act  No.  89,  1900,  of  the  State  Legislature  all  ap- 
pointments to  the  staff  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  shall 
be  made  from  eligible  lists  certified  to  the  Library  Board 
by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
CKiring  the  past  two  years  the  Commission  has  held  no  com- 
petitive examinations,  it  has,  therefore,  furnished  no  eligible 
list  to  the  Library  Board.  The  Commission  has,  instead, 
instructed  the  Board  to  make  its  own  appointments.  Under 
this  authority  the  Board  has  appointed  to  the  staff  the  fol- 
lowing ladies: — Mrs.  Lena  Marcy,  Miss  Natalie  Phillpott, 
Miss  Marjorie  Williams,  Miss  Winnie  Gordon  and  Miss  Mar- 
jorie  Meyer. 

There  were  only  three  resignations  from  the  staff  dur- 
ing the  year.  Miss  Isabelle  Burns  and  Mrs.  Raie  E.  Jaudel 
left  on  account  of  their  approaching  marriage,  and  Miss  Alice 
V.  Rogers  resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  the  library  of  Tu- 
lane  University,  a  position  requiring  practically  no  night  work 
and  no  Sunday  work. 

BRANCHES 

The  circulation  of  the  Branches  is  on  the  whole  increas- 
ing very  satisfactorily.  Napoleon  Branch  has  done  especially 
well  this  year;  Canal  Branch  has  shown  the  next  greatest  in- 
crease. The  combined  circulation  of  the  Branches  was 
456,654.  The  circulation  by  Branch  was.  Royal  Branch 
93,847;  Algiers  Branch  63,518;  Napoleon  Branch  149.589; 
Canal  Branch  109,540;  Dryades  Branch  40,160. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  from  the 
Branches  is  20,506,  and  the  number  of  books  in  the  five 
Branches  is  78,277. 

As  the  library  has  not  sufficient  means  to  operate  a 
delivery  system  between  the  Main  Library  and  the  Branches, 
each  borrower  is  permitted  in  addition  to  his  Branch  Card 
to  have  a  card  at  the  Main  Library  and,  in  this  manner,  he 
can  obtain  books  that  are  in  the  Main  Library  and  that  would 
not  be  placed  in  the  Branches  because  of  infrequent  use. 
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Under  our  system  of  operation  nearly  all  of  the  library 
work  requiring  technical  knowledge  and  skill  is  done  for  the 
Branches  at  the  Main  Library.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
the  workers  in  the  Branches  are  apt  to  forget  what  knowledge 
of  library  science  they  possessed  when  they  were  originally 
assigned  to  the  Branches  and  to  feel  the  need  of  renewing 
their  studies  to  properly  qualify  them  for  a  continuance  of 
their  work.  I,  therefore,  again  recommend  to  the  Board  the 
occasional  transfer  of  the  Branch  staffs  to  the  Main  Library 
for  periods  of  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks. 

As  the  circulation  of  each  Branch  depends  to  a  great 
extent  upon  the  personal  relationships  established  by  the 
Branch  workers  between  themselves  and  the  people  of  the 
branch  neighborhoods  and  between  the  Branch  and  the  other 
educational  agencies  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  libraries,  the 
Board  will  understand  the  stress  that  the  Librarian  lays  upon 
the  necessity  of  each  employee  of  every  Branch  making  such 
efforts  earnestly  and  cheerfully,  and  in  a  friendly  spirit. 

HOUDAYS 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those  of  othet 
libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper,  however,  on  ac- 
count of  local  conditions. 

The  library  is  closed  from  5  P.  M.  the  day  before  Mardi 
Gras  to  9  A.  M.  the  next  Wednesday;  it  is  also  closed  Good 
Friday;  Easter  Sunday;  Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints*  Day; 
Thanksgiving  Day;  December  24th,  from  12  M.  to  December 
26th,  9  A.  M. ;  December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  January  2nd, 
9  A.  M. ;  eoid,  5  P.  M.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is  granted 
each  member  of  the  Staff  and  the  pages  who  have  worked 
in  the  library  for  the  six  months  preceding  the  vacation  period. 
All  days  of  absence  up  to  twelve  are  deducted  from  this 
term  of  vacation,  but  no  vacation  shall  be  less  than  fifteen 
days. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  uniform 
courtesy  of  the  Board  towards  the  Librarian,  the  staff,  and 
all  of  the  library  employees  during  the  current  year. 

1  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the  attached 
tables  as  my  report  for  the  year   1925. 

HENRY  M.  GILL. 
February   10,    1926.  Librarian. 


Annual   Report,    1925 


15 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBUC  LIBRARY 


ANNUAL  STATEMENT  FOR  1925 


GENERAL  FUND 


RECEIPTS 


General    Fund    balance    from 
1 924   

City  of  New  Orleans 

App  r  op  riation     _ ^ 

Interest  on  Daily  Balance 

Bourbon  Street  Property 

Rental 

Miscellaneous    

Investment  Interest  on  Bonds^ 

Fines  Main   Library   

Fines  Royal  Branch  

Fines  Alfciers  Branch  „.. 

Fines   Napoleon   Branch  

Fines  Canal  Branch  

Fines   Dryades   Branch  


$75,000.00 
58.69 

3,000.00 

94.54 

540.00 

4.948.50 

578.18 

351.86 

433.73 

657.44 

78.93 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Investments — Purchase  of  2 — 
$1,000.00  City  of  New  Or- 
leans Constitutional  Bonds^ 


Books 

Periodicals    

Binding     ~^...^ 

General  Expenses  „ ^ 

Insurance 

Heating       

Printing  and  Stationery. 
Salaries 


MAIN  UBRARY 

-..$15,978.74 
....      1.618.64 

_     3.409.51 
......     5.499.68 

_..        276.00 

373.67 

898.67 

-...   37.278.40 


1.938.00 


$  2.089.82 


85,741.87 
87,831.69 


65.333.31 


General  Expenses 

Printing  and  Stationery. 
Heating 

Binding 
Salaries     .... 


ROYAL  BRANCH 

414.15 
112.36 
39.00 
171.87 
3,315.05 


Amounts  carried  forvran 


4.052.43 


71,323.74         87,831.69 
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AmoosiU  l»roagkt  fonrard 71,323.74  87.831.69 

ALOESS  HtANCH 


Cenerml  Ezpences  153.14 

Printing  Mui  Scatiooery 107.69 

Hcatinff 63.10 

102.81 


SaUries 3.317.45  3.744.19 


NAPOLEON  BRANCH 

General  Ezpeiuee  242.98 

Pfinttag  and  Stationery 107.36 

Heating 23.50 

Binding 162.73 

SaUriee 3.202.95              3,739.52 


CANAL  BRANCH 

General  Ezpenees 874.82 

Printing  and  Stationery 110.74 

Binding 147.54 

Heating 35.00 

Salaries     3.403.35              4.571.45 


DRYADES  BRANCH 

General  Expenses 218.73 

Printing  and  Stationery 136.61 

Heating     27.50 

SaUries     2,864.75              3,247.59          86,626.49 


Balance  $      1,205.20 

Balance  in  Banks. 

Marine  Bank  &  Trust  Co 1,021.66 

Hibemia  Bank  &  Trust  Co....  183.54        $    1,205.20 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  from  1924  119.33 

Interest  Board  of  Liquidation  Trustees 1,480.00  1,599.33 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Balance  in  Hibernia  Bank $         844.41 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  R  UVAUDAIS. 


Ll|«t 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

By  tfie 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Annual  Library   report  for  the   year  ending  December   31,    1925. 
Name  of  Library — New  Orleans   Public   Library. 
City   or  Town — New  Orleans,   State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.      Free  for   reference. 
Number  of   Branches — Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Branches  _ 303 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 


Central    Library 
Branches 


Number     of    volumes     at     beginning    of 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 
year  by  purchase 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the 
year  by   gift 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 
during  the  year 

Total  number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year 
(count  bound  books  only) 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for 
home   use   

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use 
(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circula- 
tion)       

RECEIPTS  FROM 
Unexpended  balance  $   2,209.15 
Local  taxation   (city 


AdulU 
167,445 

8.136 
490 

2.040 
174.031 
363.977 


Children 

37.077 

3.715 

76 

1.382 

39,486 

134.773 


. 76 

66 

Total 

204,522 

11.851 

566 

3,422 

213.517 

498,750 

685.191 


State  grants  » 

*    ^. www. WW 

None 

Endowment   funds   .. 

4.480.00 

Membership  fees  

None 

Fines  and  sale  of 

publication        

7,048.64 

Duplicate  collection  ... 

None 

Gifu       ....    . .. 

None 

Other  sources 

693.23 

454,152     231,039 

PAYMENTS  FOR 

Books  — —^^ $  1 6, 733.66 

Periodicals  ^ 1,618.64 

Binding 3,994.46 

Salaries,    Library    service  44,285.95 

Salaries,  Janitor  service...     9,096.00 

Light    (included  in  city 

contract)     .......................... 

B  ^^9  AA V  »■■■■—■■■»■■  >—■■■■■■■■■  ■■■>■■■■■■■■■«>■■■■■ 

Permanent  investments  ... 

Other  expenses  

Balance  on  hand 


None 

None 
1.938.00 
9,714.70 
2,049.61 


$89,431.02  $89,43  L02 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 13,941 

Number    of    newspapers    and    periodicals    currently    received 

(Titles  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 360 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  for  reading  and  study 182,614 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1925 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Total  Circulatioii,  1925 


TABLE  No.  1 


Central     Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal     Dryades   f  ^  i 
Library  Branch  Branch   Branch       Branch     Branch 

Home  use   313,505   74.082  50.284    128.312     86.902  32,106  685.191 
Library  use  50.050    19.765    13.234     21.277     22,638     8.054    135,018 

Total 363.555  93.847  63.518   149.589    109,540  40. 1 60  820.209 


Annual  Circidation,  Central  library  and  Branches 

1910-1925 


Central 
Library 

1910  „... 218.147 

1911   ^ 232.757 

1912  „ 243.352 

1914  232.871 

1915  ^ 238.786 

1916  _..... 240.450 

1917  230.727 

1918  203.167 

1919  _.... 215,142 

1920  219.167 

1921  250.053 

1922 279.860 

1923 289.534 

1924  330.836 

1925  363.555 


TABLE  No.  2 

Royal 

Algiers 

Napoleon 

Canal 

Dryades 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

61.381 

32,905 

38.313 

. 

61.566 

37,007 

51.138 

17.929 

65.904 

41.637 

60,099 

61,876 

•>■•*••>••• >•»• 

65.785 

33.275 

61.047 

62.155 

•>••*••■*••«« ■• 

72.193 

37,089 

75.017 

71,241 



74.160 

39,528 

77,761 

65.269 

^ 

72.854 

39,928 

77.516 

68.854 

17.533 

71.734 

35,554 

78.529 

62.633 

21.740 

65.977 

35.547 

75.282 

65,429 

22.565 

64.370 

36.759 

72.961 

66.716 

22.025 

68.183 

46.337 

58.673 

69.336 

18.907 

74.762 

53.355 

70.278 

72.393 

22,233 

82,656 

64,019 

91,360 

81.914 

26.188 

82.691 

59,753 

102,274 

93.822 

30.763 

84.474 

61.591 

122,297 

103.331 

31.299 

93.847 

63.518 

149.589 

109.540 

40. 1 60 

Total  Annual  Circulation,   1905-1925 

TABLE  No.  3 


1 905 99. 1 00 

I Q06  Qfi  74Q 

1907 - 97.316 

1 908 -....._.....- 243.^39 

1 909 325.057 

1 9 1 0 3  50. 746 

1 9 1 1 400.397 

1 9 1 2 472.868 

1 9 1 3 44  7,403 

191 4~.-~.......~.— ....~ — .....  400.4 1  1 

1 9 1 5 495.504 


1 9 1 6 

517.125 

1917 

500.918 

1918 . 

467,967 

1919      

477.974 

1920      ...-. 

480,603 

1    ^  m0   1  ••••••••••••«••••••••••••*>*••••••*• 

543.074 

1922  .. 

625.997 

1923  ._ 

658.837 

1924 

733.828 

1925 _ 

820.209 
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Circiilation  of  Aduh  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branchet, 
1921-1925 

TABLE  No.  4 

1921           1922          1923  1924  1925 

Central    Ub»ry    126,021       134.212       135.877  157,698  166.183 

Royal  Brancti  ....- — .   39,647        41,348        40,637  41,946  47.473 

Alg»r.  Branch  ..-. ..-   26.968        31.014        28,029  29,695  29.944 

Napoleon  Branck 41,043         51,766        56,980  71,894  82.482 

Canal    Branch    39,427         44.206        52.272  57.IBS  57,731 

Dryadei  Branch  _.       3.404          4,340          6.106  6.529  9.278 

Totalis 278,710     306.888     319.901  365,147  393.091 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branchet, 
1921-1925 

TABLE  No.  5 

1921           1922          1923  1924  1925 

Central  LibraTy 30,066        36,067        18.535  43,111  51,364 

17,955       21,279        19.459  20,162  22,684 

13,663        19,608        16,800  17,168  18,399 

..._   14,649       20.425       21,257  21.415  27.459 

16.438        19,734       21.118  22,766  24.692 

Dryade.  Branch  3,068          4,468          7.153  7,507  11,625 

Toial*. 95,859      121,601      124,320  132.149  156,221 

Total  Circulation  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and  Branclwt, 
1921-192S 

TABLE  No.  6 

(921           1922          1923  1924  1925 

Central    Library    156,107      170,279      174,410  200,609  217,547 

Royal  Branch  - 57.802       62.627        60.096  62,108  70.157 

Alfcier*    Branch   42.631         50,822        44.829  47.063  46,343 

Napoleon   Branch   55.692        72,191        78.237  93,309  109,941 

Canal  Branch  55.865         63,942         73,390  79.951  62.423 

Dryadci  Branch  6.472           8.826         13.259  14,036  20.901 

Total. 374.569     426.689     444,221  497,296  549,312 

Cbculation  of  Adult  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library, 
1921-1925 
TABLE  No.  7 

1921          1922          1923  1924  1925 

Caneral  work*  7,260           8.221           9,327  9,623  9,558 

PhiloMphy  4.646          4. 705          4.6 18  5.180  5,541 

Raliipon  _     2.514          2.654          2,660  3,656  3,985 

Soci^Ry    9.426        1 1,045        10,662  1 1,924  1 1,510 

1,737          1,631          1.759  1.601  2.051 

3,703          4,334          4.076  4.719  5.436 

9.782        11,087        10.296  10,360  10,105 

5,060         6.014          6.340  6.792  6.976 

??&^^                        18.028       20.078        21.141  20.555  20,125 

biography    16.792        18.439        18.370  21,167  21.205 

TotaU. 78,948       86.208       89.849  95.777  96.492 
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Circulaticm  of  Adok  Non-Fictkmt  Branches,  1925 

TABLE   No.   8 

Royal         Alfpers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryadea 

Branch        Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General  works  .^ 440             619  2.040  1.326  45 

PhUosophy 87             101  1.112  319  563 

Religion 219             133  534  911  263 

Sociology 744             289  2,090  1.492  2.240 

PhUology 116               40  811  279  267 

Natural  science  322              131  1.449  577  1.046 

Useful  arts 547             332  2,006  953  936 

Fine  arts 432             203  1.600  988  1.017 

Literature 1.689          1.103  4.216  2.550  1.542 

History,  travel, 

biography  1.376            836  4.202  2.175  1.309 

Totals.^ 5,972         3.787  20.060  11.570  9.228 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library^ 

1921-1925 

TABLE  No.  9 

1921          1922  1923  1924  1925 

General  works  768           1.091  722  913  1.367 

PhUosophy 47               59  46  103  118 

Religion  „ 412             725  935  890  1.590 

Sociology 5.432          7.8 1 1  8.925  1 1 .0 1 8  1 3. 1 35 

Philology  — 715 

Natural  science  ..„ 969          1.567  2.061  2.672  4.226 

Useful  arts  1.061           1.326  1.713  2.126  2,312 

Fine  arts... 1.100          1,354  1,947  2.582  2.586 

Literature  2.538         3.285  3.972  7.192  13.455 

History,  travel. 

biography  2.671          4.155  4.954  6.754  10,012 

Totals.. 14.998       21.373  25.275  34.250  49.516 

Circulation  of  Juvenfle  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1925 

TABLE  No.  10 

Royal          Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch        Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General  works 0              491  856  0  0 

Philosophy 8               37  233  83  358 

Religion 482             361  395  1.335  438 

Sociology    8.361          4.400  5.931  7.823  3.241 

Philology  6  15           

Natural  science 1. 131              536  2.794  568  1.112 

Useful  arts  756             607  2.011  971  980 

Fine  aru  1.492             859  1.765  1,107  1.121 

Literature 2.660          1.833  2.491  1.877  1.329 

History,  travel. 

biography    2.828          2.258  3.112  1.768  1.452 

Totals. 17.718        11.388  19.588  15.547  10.031 
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Tolal  Qrcwhtion  Non-Fidion,  Central  Library  and  Branches 

1921-1925 

TABLE  No.  1 1 

1921          1922          1923  1924  1925 

Central  Library 93.946      109.581      115.124  130.027  146.008 

Royal   Branch   ^.   16.960       20.029       22.595  22.366  23.690 

Algiers  Branch  10.724        13.197        14.924  14.508  15.175 

Napoleon   Branch   14.586        19.169       24.037  28.988  39.648 

Canal  Branch 16,528        17.972        20.432  23.380  27.117 

Dryadea   Branch 15.761         17.360        17.504  17.263  19.259 

Totalt 168.505      197,308     214.616  236.532  270.897 

Clastification  of  Books  Accessioned,  1921-1925 

TABLE  No.  12 

1921          1922          1923  1924  1925 

General  works  302             252               322  493  285 

Philosophy   112             180               148  192  176 

Religion  72             178               221  160  271 

Sociology  599          1.608            1.220  1,227  769 

Philology .> 43               17                 14  107  89 

Natural  science  158             469               358  514  378 

Useful  arts  „ 519             673                544  525  592 

Fine  aru  182             434               529  492  494 

Literature    534             705               810  1.366  1.290 

Travel    -. 196             277               403  267  359 

Biography    159             459               380  442  506 

History 280             459               691  452  428 

Fiction  - 4.150         6.718           5.455  8,669  6,780 

Totals 7.306        12,370          11,195  14.906  12.417 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Money  Received  from  Fines,  1925 

TABLE  No.  13 

Central  Ubrary „ $4,948.50 

Royal  Branch  -. _ ^ 5  78. 1 8 

Algiers  Branch  «~ ~ ~ 35 1 .86 

Napoleon  Branch  ~ ~     433.73 

Canal   Branch  ^ -     657.44 

Dryades    Branch    «        78.93 

Tout ...ZIVU^^V^ 
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COMMITTEES 


FINANCE 


CHAS.  J.  RIVET,  Chairman 
W.  J.  WAGUESPACK  SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT 


ADMINISTRATION 

WILSON  WILLIAMS,  Chairman 
S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 


RULES  AND  BY-LAWS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman 
WILSON  WILLIAMS  CHAS.  J.  RIVET 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE.  Chairman 
D.  D.  MOORE  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 


MAIN  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCH  COMMITTEES 

CHARLES   F.    CLAIBORNE Main  Library 

CHARLES   F.    CLAIBORNE, 

CHAS:  J.  RIVET Royal  Branch 

SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT Algiers  Branch 

WILSON  WILLIAMS, 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS Napoleon  Branch 

W.  J.  WAGUESPACK, 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE Canal  Branch 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS Dryades  Branch 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

ARTHUR  J.  O'KEEFE,  Mayor      S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS 
ANDREW  J.  McSHANE,  WILSON  WILLIAMS 

(Ex-Mayor) 

JOS.  H.  DeGRANGE  CHAS.  J.  RIVET 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE         W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 

SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD 

JOS.  H,  DeGRANGE,  ARTHUR  J.  O'KEEFE, 

President.  Chairman  Ex-OflScio, 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE,        S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

Vice-President.  Secretary-Treasurer. 

T.  SEMMES  WALMSLEY,  Attorney. 


COMMITTEES 


FINANCE 


CHAS.  J.  RIVET,  Chairman 
W.  J.  WAGUESPACK  SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT 


ADMINISTRATION 

WILSON  WILLIAMS,  Chairman 
S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 


RULES  AND  BY-LAWS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman 
WILSON  WILLIAMS  CHAS.  J.  RIVET 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman 
D.  D.  MOORE  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 


MAIN  UBRARY  AND  BRANCH  COMMITTEES 

CHARLES   F.    CLAIBORNE Main  Library 

CHARLES   F.    CLAIBORNE, 

CHAS:  J.  RIVET Royal  Branch 

SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT Algiers  Branch 

WILSON  WILLIAMS, 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS Napoleon  Branch 

W.  J.  WAGUESPACK, 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE Canal  Branch 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS Dryades  Branch 


UBRARIAN 

HENRY  M.  GILL 


STAFF— MAIN   LIBRARY 

MRS.  LOUIS  DESSOMMES.  Assistant  Librarian 

Library  Assistants 

Miss  Clemence  Gallier.  Miss  Nellie   Hart, 

Mrs.  Mary  O.  Jones.  Miss  Aline  Kevlin. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  lia^gerty.  Miss  Mildred  Guthrie. 

Miss  Corinne  Doll.  Miss  Estelle   Pitot, 

Miss  Anita  McGinty.  Miss  Natalie   Phillpott, 

Miss  Ann£^  May  I>eone.  Mrs.  Hazel  Pope, 

Miss  Marion  Billon.  **Mrs.  Lena  Marcy, 

**Miss  Olga    Ferrata.  Miss  Marjorie  Williams, 

Miss  Elizabeth    Charlton,  Miss  Winnie  Gordon. 

Miss  Kate  Hagg^erty.  Miss  Marjorie  Meyer. 

Miss  Helen  Hill,  Secretary,  Miss  Pauline    Conway. 

Stenographer   and    Typewriter. 

Frank  J.   Fleury,   Clerk.  Jas.  T.  Germany,  Periodical  Clerk, 

♦Miss  Afarparot  Donaldson,  Pa?;e,  **Miss  Jeanne   Guerin.    Page. 

Miss  Alma  Youngs.  Page,  Miss  Theresa   Militello.Page. 

•♦Miss  Isabolle    Hirn.    PaRo.  Miss  Helen    Schmitt.   Page, 

Miss  Carolyn  .lohnsen.  Page,  Mrs.  Kate  Billeaudeaux,  Page, 

♦Miss  Marie   Wherritt.    Page.  Miss  Ruth  Renaud.  Page, 

•Miss  Ruth  Sanford.Page,  ♦♦Miss  Josle  Braud,  Page. 

Miss   Elizka  Tobin,   Page. 

William   Murray.  Janitor.  Henry  Schaeffer,  Asst.  Janitor. 

John  Gough,  Engineer. 


STAFF— BRANCHES 

Royal   Branch 
Miss  Solidelle  Deynoodt,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  J(^anno   Barnett,  Assistant. 
Bernard  Galiano.  Janitor. 

Algiers  Branch 
Miss  May  Barrett,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  Irene  Guillot,  Assistant. 
Edwin   Richards,  Janitor. 

Napoleon  Branch 
Miss  Mary  L.  Power,  Assistant  in  Charge? 
Miss  Martha    ]*atrick.   Assistant. 
Edward   Bcguo,  Janitor. 

Canal   Branch 
Miss  Nano  L.  Qiiaid.  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Miss  (lenevieve   (Juirovich.   Assistant. 
Adolph  .1.   Reliage,   Janitor. 

Dryades   Branch — (Colored) 
Anita   I..  Johnson.  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Dora  K.  GuiciiaKl.   Assistant. 
Everett  S.  Swann,  Janitor. 


"^rroinoted   during   the    year   to   Staff. 
•♦Resigned. 
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New  Orleans,  La.,  March  26th.  1927 

To  the  Hon.  Arthur  J.  O'Keefe.   Mayor,  and   Members  of  the   Com- 
mission Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Dear  Sirs: 

We  point  with  prido  to  the  very  able,  interesting  and  statistical 
report  of  the  T^ibrarian  and  of  the  various  officials  of  the  New 
Orleans  Public  Library,  Fisk  Library,  and  Simon  Hernsheim  Library 
which  is  herewith  submitted  for  your  consideration.  Therein  you 
will  And  a  complete  statement  of  the  workings  of  this  branch  of 
the  City  Government,  both  in  its  literary  and  financial  statement, 
the  immense  good  it  has  done,  that  it  is  doing,  and  that  it  will  do 
for  the  people  of  New  Orleans  ■  with  the  assistance  of  your  Honora- 
ble body  which  you  have  hitherto  so  graciously  extended  and  which 
we  hope  you  will  continue   to  extend. 

These  reports  after  careful  perusal  I  am  sure  will  be  a  source  of 
gratification   to  your  administration. 

Succinctly  stated  the  circulation  of  books  for  the  year  1926  was 
as  follows: 

Royal   Branch 97.724 

Algiers     Branch 6.5.708 

Napoleon     Branch 169.180 

Canal   Branch 111.499 

Dryades     Branch 42.448 

Main    Library 385.758 

Making  a  total  of 872,317 

The  number  of  borrowers  of  books  now  withdrawing  books  is 
nearly  37.000  and  the  number  of  readers  in  the  several  reading 
rooms  is  nearly  185,733. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Librarian  and  his  assistants  are 
in  full  accord  in  the  propagation  and  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  the  Public  Library,  and  are  earnestly  endoavoring  to  carry  out 
me   objects   for    which    it    was    organized. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES    F.   CLAIHORNK. 

ProHidcnt. 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1926 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen : 

It  is  now  eighty-three  years  since  the  establishment 
of  the  first  of  the  several  libraries  whose  consolidation 
resulted  in  our  present  institution,  the  New  Orleans  Pub- 
lic Library.  The  growth  of  our  library  has  been  slow 
but  for  the  last  twenty  years  or  more  it  has  been  con- 
stant. The  chief  reason  for  the  slowness  of  our  growth 
is  easily  realized  when  one  considers  that  the  average 
library  expenditures  of  the  municipalities  of  the  United 
States  is  about  seventy  cents  per  capita  and  that  of  the 
New  Orleans  Public  Library  after  having  been  for  many 
years  under  ten  cents  per  capita  is  still  to-day  less  than 
twenty  cents  per  capita.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  this 
and  many  other  handicaps,  in  the  last  twenty  years  our 
circulation  has  grown  from  90,000  in  1906  to  872,317 
in  1926.  It  may  aid  in  realizing  the  amount  of  work 
required  for  the  circulation  of  this  number  of  books 
when  we  consider  that  in  addition  to  all  the  other  work 
connected  with  this  circulation,  the  issuance  and  return 
of  these  books  require  the  making  of  5,233,902  records 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  It  means  that  there  passes 
daily  over  the  charging  and  discharging  desk  over  four 
tons  of  books  and  that  if  all  the  books  issued  during  the 
year  were  piled  in  heaps  seventy-eight  feet  high  from 
the  sidewalk  to  the  top  of  the  dome  surmounting  our 
main  building  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  of 
piles  to  surround  and  completely  hide  the  entire  build- 
ing from  the  sight  of  the  passers-by.  We  have  not  only 
mltiplied  the  number  of  books  circulated  but  we  have 
reached  a  moderate  proportion  of  the  total  number  of 
all  types  of  people  living  within  the  limits  of  our  city. 
We  do  our  best  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  profound 
student,  the  partially  educated  adult,  the  adult  begin- 
ning his  education  late  in  life,  the  craftsman  and  artisan 
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seeking  to  improve  his  quality  of  work  and  to  advance 
himself  in  his  occupation,  the  students  of  all  grades  of 
school,  the  general  cultured  reader,  the  general  reader 
seeking  recreation,  and  the  reader  whose  capacity  is 
much  limited  by  environment,  lack  of  opportunity  or 
personal  limitations.  Special  work  with  any  of  these 
groups  is  denied  us  through  lack  of  funds.  Our  force 
is  small,  fifty-three  in  all,  including  staff  members, 
pages,  clerks,  janitors,  porters,  and  an  engineer. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  dur- 
ing the  year  was  36,682.  In  addition  to  these  borrow- 
ers 185,733  persons  read  in  the  several  reading  rooms. 

Our  collection  of  books  numbers  226,783.  Of  this 
number  143,202  are  in  the  Main  Library;  18,239  in  the 
Royal  Branch;  17,941  in  the  Algiers  Branch;  18,977  in 
the  Napoleon  Branch;  17,203  in  the  Canal  Branch;  and 
11.221  in  the  Dryades  Branch.  The  number  of  books 
added  during  the  year  was  17,241.  The  number  of 
books  discarded  as  unfit  for  further  use  was  3,975. 

The  library  hours  at  the  Main  Library  are  from 
9  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  on  week  days  and  on  Sundays  from 
9  A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.  The  Branch  hours  are  from  9  A.  M. 
to  8  P.  M.  except  that  in  the  Summer  months  the 
Branch  Libraries  also  remain  open  until  9  P.  M.;  and 
the  Dryades  Branch,  the  Colored  Branch,  is  open  from 
9  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M.  on  week  days  and  each  Sunday  from 
2  to  6  P.  M. 

Our  library  equipment  consists  of  a  main  building 
and  five  branch  buildings,  all  in  good  condition.  The 
area  covered  by  our  city  is  larger  than  that  of  any 
other  city  in  the  United  States  except  two.  This  to- 
gether with  other  local  conditions  require  for  a  proper 
libi-ary  system  more  branches  than  the  average  city 
our  size,  and  the  persistent  and  insistent  demands  of 
our  i)e()ple  for  additional  branches  must  soon  be  heeded 
by  the  niuiiieii)al  authorities.  The  mistaken  impression 
has  become  jrenei-al  in  the  city  that  library  buildings 
are  i)r()vided  by  the  Library  Board  from  its  annual  ap- 
r)ro|)iiati()n  for  maintenance  whereas  these  buildings 
can  be  constructed  only  from  appropriation  provided 
by  tlie  City  ('ounril.  The  up])er  part  of  our  city,  the 
section  locally  known  as  Carrollton,  with  a  school  popu- 
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lation  of  over  twelve  thousand  and  a  general  population 
of  over  forty  thousand  must  seek  its  library  service  at 
the  Napoleon  Branch  from  three  to  five  miles  distant 
from  the  nearest  and  remotest  point  in  that  section  or 
from  the  Main  Library  from  five  to  seven  miles  distant. 
An  energetic  effort  upon  the  part  of  these  citizens,  in- 
cluding the  preparation  and  submittance  to  the  Com- 
mission Council  of  a  clear  and  thorough  statement  of 
their  library  needs,  I  am  convinced  would  meet  with  a 
ready  response  from  that  legislative  body  and  provi- 
sions would  be  made  for  the  erection  of  at  least  one 
library  building  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 

Again  the  outstanding  work  of  the  library,  insofar 
as  development  is  concerned,  has  been  done  by  the 
Juvenile  Department.  The  work  of  this  department  in 
connection  with  the  schools  is  narticulj»rly  to  be  com- 
mended. During  the  year  49,000  books  were  loaned 
directly  from  thie  library  to  individual  pupils  in  the 
public,  parochial  and  private  schools.  It  is  a  splendid 
evidence  of  the  system  and  accuracy  with  which  this 
work  is  done  and  likewise  the  splendid  evidence  of 
conscientious  and  systematic  habits  on  the  part  of  the 
young  people  that  our  records  show  the  loss  from  this 
large  number  of  books  to  be  only  seven  titles. 

The  manner  of  celebrating  Children's  Book  Week 
was  this  year  varied  from  our  usual  program.  Instead 
of  hayincr  the  pupils  from  the  schools  visit  the  nearest 
library,  inspecting  exhibits  of  books  and  listening  to 
stories  and  lectures,  our  library  force  visited  the 
schools,  displayed  posters,  selected  lists  of  books,  de- 
livered brief  talks  on  books  and  reading  and  sought  to 
have  every  pupil  in  the  city  read  during  that  week, 
under  the  direction  of  the  teacher,  at  least  one  book. 
Actual  reports  with  comments  upon  the  books  read 
showed  that  during  the  week  this  work  resulted  in  the 
reading  of  11,000  books. 

Our  publications  this  year  were  very  limited,  both, 
in  character  and  number,  consisting  almost  entirely  of 
graded  or  special  lists  of  reading  for  boys  and  girls. 

:  We  feel  most  sadly  the  need  of  money  for  adver- 
tising and  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  community 
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the  resources  of  the  library  and  the  character  of  work 
being  done  by  it. 

Last  year  at  the  Main  Library  we  changed  from 
coal  to  oil  as  a  fuel  of  our  heating  system.  This  year 
we  converted  the  system  from  high  pressure  to  the  low 
pressure  type.  These  two  changes  have  reduced  our 
fuel  bill  about  forty  per  cent. 

The  work  of  recataloging  the  library  is  progress- 
ing very  satisfactorily.  We  take  considerable  pride  in 
the  fact  that  this  work  is  being  done  without  the  em- 
ployment of  a  single  additional  worker. 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

Circulating  Department  (Adult) 

The  earnest  request  of  the  public  that  our  entire 
circulating  collection  be  placed  upon  open  shelves  in- 
duced the  Board  at  the  opening  of  the  library,  although 
the  stacks  had  been  designed  and  built  for  the  closed 
shelf  system,  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  the  bor- 
rowers and  our  library  is  consequently  one  of  the  few 
libraries  with  over  two  hundred  thousand  volumes  that 
has  the  open  stack  system  throughout.  This  method  of 
operation  is  far  more  expensive  than  the  closed  stack 
system,  requiring  a  larger  number  of  employees  to  meet 
the  individual  requests  of  the  readers  and  to  rearrange 
the  thousands  of  books  that  are  displaced  each  day  by 
the  borrowers  who  roam  at  will  among  the  books. 

The  usual  study  programs  were  made  for  the  sev- 
eral clubs,  carefully  prepared  bibliographies  were  'com- 
piled for  the  two  summer  schools,  Tulane  and  Loyola. 
Our  most  carefully  prepared  bibliography  of  the  year 
was  one  on  General  Science  compiled  for  the  instructors 
of  the  John  McDonogh  High  School. 

The  effort  to  properly  co-operate  with  the  high 
schools  and  colleges  has  not  yet  been  systematized  suf- 
ficiently to  get  the  results  we  had  hoped  for  and  a  more 
determined  effort  will  be  made  during  the  coming  year 
to  have  this  work  function  as  thoroughly  and  as  satis- 
factorily as  the  work  of  the  Juvenile  Department  does 
with  the  primary  and  grammar  schools. 
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Some  of  the  reading  lists  and  exhibits  that  at- 
tracted particular  attention  were: 

"Famous  Americans";  "Valentine  Day";  "Late 
Books  on  the  Drama";  "Lenten  Reading";  "Easter"; 
"Health";  "Motherhood  and  Infancy";  "Journalism"; 
"Best  Books  of  1925";  "Theosophy";  "Opera". 

We  expect  substantial  results  from  a  practical  read- 
ing list  "Nursing  and  Allied  Subjects"  that  was  com- 
piled for  the  Nurses  Club  of  New  Orleans. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  most  popular  col- 
lection and  list  was  "Best  Books  of  1925"  from  which 
there  was  a  ninety-five  per  cent  circulation.  The  least 
popular  was  "Health",  having  a  circulation  of  only  two 
per  cent. 

We  have  been  very  much  pleased  with  the  in- 
creased use  of  the  library  by  the  pupils  of  several  of 
the  private  schools.  One  or  two  of  these  schools  shows 
an  exceptionally  high  standard  of  parallel  reading  and 
study  done  by  their  students. 

The  fifteen  titles  of  fiction  having  the  largest  cir-    . 
culation  during  the  year  were: 

"Pedler's  Red  Ashes";  "Norris'  Black  Flemings"; 
"Dell's  Man  Under  Authority";  "Lea's  With  or  With- 
out";  "Norris'  Hildegarde";  "Sabatini's  Bardleys  the 
Magnificent";  "Pedler's  Tomorrow's  Tangle";  "Gal- 
sworthy's Silver  Spoon";  "Sedgwick's  Little  French 
Girl";  "Wells'  Vanity  Case";  Marks'  Plastic  Age"; 
"Train's  Blind  Goddess";  "Rinehart's  Red  Lamp"; 
"Stockley's  Ponjola";  "Ferber's  Show  Boat";  "Ruck's 
Kneel  to  the  Prettiest". 


The  fifteen  most  popular  titles  of  non-fiction  were: 


ii' 


'Barton's  Man  Nobody  Knows";  "Gray  of  Fallo- 
don's  Twenty-five  Years";  "Seymour's  Intimate  Papers 
of  Col.  E.  M.  House";  "Marshall's  Recollections  of  T. 
R.  Marshall";  "Sandburg's  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln"; 
"Thomason's  Fix  Bayonets";  "Beer's  Mauve  Decade"; 
"Bowers'  Jefferson  and  Hamilton";  "deKruif's  Microbe 
Hunters";  "Durant's  Story  of  Philosophy";  "Cushing's 
Life  of  Sir  Wm.  Osier";  "Beebe's  Arcturus  Adventure"; 
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"Anderson's  Story  Teller's  Story";  Dorsey'a  Why  We 
Behave  Like  Human  Beings";  "Wiggam's  Fruit  of  the 
Family  Tree". 

Circidating  Departmeiit  (Jvrenfle) 

Again  I  must  commend  the  work  done  by  the 
Juvenile  Department.  Its  circulation  for  the  year  was 
109,494.  Its  circulation  direct  to  the  pupils  of  the 
various  schools  was  49,484. 

The  number  of  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
in  this  department  was  15,014;  the  number  of  additions 
8,322,  and  the  number  of  discards  858;  total  number 
at  the  end  of  the  year  17,478. 

The  circulation  of  this  department  showed  an 
average  use  of  six  times  per  year  of  each  book  in  the 
collection. 

During  the  year  this  department  paid  two  hundred 
and  ninety-six  visits  to  the  public  schools,  nine  to  the 
t)rivate  schools,  and  sixteen  to  the  parochial  schools. 

The  ten  most  popular  books  of  fiction  in  this  de- 
partment were: 

"Alcott's   Little   Women";    "Barrie's   Peter   Pan"; 

Burnett's  Sara  Crewe";  "Clemens'  Huckleberry  Finn"; 

Clemens'    Tom    Sawyer";     "Jamison's .  Lady    Jane"; 

Johnston's  Little  Colonel  Stories";  "Potter's  Peter 
Rabbit";  "Stevenson's  Treasure  Island";  "Wiggin's  Re- 
becca of  Sunny  Brook  Farm". 

The  ten  most  popular  books  of  non-fiction  were: 

"Aesop's     Fables";     "Andersen's     Fairy     Tales"; 

Arabian    Nights";    **Baker    and    Others'    Inventions"; 

Baldwin's  Fifty  Famous  Stories";  "Grimm's  Fairy 
Tales";  "King  Arthur  Stories";  "Kingsley's  Heroes"; 
'^Lambs'  Tales  from  Shakespeare";  ."Robin  Hood 
Stories". 

The  successful  celebration  of  Children's  Book  Week 
has  been  already  mentioned  in  this  report. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

I  have  several  times  in  my  report  attempted  an 
analysis   of  racial   and   local   tendencies,   local    environ- 
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ments,  and  influence  of  political  and  educational  insti- 
tutions that  make  the  iise  of  the  Reference  Department 
of  Southern  Libraries  different  from  their  use  in  other 
sections  of  our  Country.  Whatever  the  cause  or  nature 
of  liiis  difference,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  increasing  use 
of  reference  material  in  our  library.  Unlike  the  New 
York  Public  Library  our  reference  rooms  are  not  over- 
crowded by  the  under-graduate  students  and  our  refer- 
ence work  is  largely  with  the  general  reader. 

A  large  number  of  valuable  books,  though  seldom 
used  in  this  department,  were  transferred  to  another 
part  of  the  building  where  they  might  be  preserved 
and  yet  not  impede  service  in  the  use  of  the  more  fre- 
quently called  for  books  in  the  Reference  Department. 

The  number  of  readers  in  this  department  was 
85,468.  The  number  of  books  in  the  reference  col- 
lection is  15,659;  of  this  number  7,058  are  bound  mag- 
azines. 

The  principal  additions  to  the  Reference  Collec- 
tion were: 

"Goulding's  Index  to  American  Book-Prices  Cur- 
rent, 1916-1922";  "Iguiniz's  Bibliografia  de  novelistas 
Mexicanos";  "Encyclopedia  Britannica,  13th.  ed."; 
"Ayer's  American  Newspaper  Annual  and  Directory, 
1926";  "Jacobus,  New  Standard  Bible  Dictionary"; 
"Outline  of  Christianity";  "Bayer,  Book  of  the  Popes"; 
"Blue  Book  of  Southern  Progress";  "Almanack  de 
Gotha";  "Willis  &  Steiner,  Federal  Reserve  Banking 
Practice";  "Shotwell's  Economic  and  Social  History  of 
the  World  War";  "Manning's  Diplomatic  Correspond- 
ence of  the  U.  S.  Concerning  the  Independence  of  the 
Latin-American  Nations";  "Murphy's  Florida  Real  Es- 
tate Law";  "Louisiana  Statutes,  1926";  "Study  of  81 
Principal  Markets";  "Haire's  Folk  Costume  Book"; 
"Kelly  &  Schwall,  Historic  Costume";  "Westermarck's 
History  of  Human  Marriage",  3  vols.;  "The  Chemical 
Age";  "Chemical  Dictionary";  "Park,  Text  Book  of 
Geology,  2nd.  ed.  rev.";  "Thompson's  Oil  Field  Expro- 
ration  &  Development",  2  vols.;  "Zittell,  Text  Book  of 
Paleontology";  "Wyman  &  Burnell,  Field  Book  of 
Birds  of  the  Southwestern  U.  S.";   "Pharmacopoeia  of 
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the  U.  S.  of  America,  ed.  10,  1926";  "Wood,  Dispensa- 
tory of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  rev.  ed.";  "Remin^on's 
Practice  of  Pharmacy,  7th  ed.";  "Karsner,  Human 
Pathology";  "McDonald,  Study  of  Weather  Influences 
on  Sugar  Cane  Production  in  La.";  "MacRae's  Blue 
Book  &  Hendricks'  Commercial  Register,  1925-26"; 
"Skinner's  Cotton  Trade  Directory  of  the  World,  1925- 
1926";  "Saint,  Stained  Glass  of  the  Middle  Ages  in 
England  and  France";  "Laurence,  Color  in  Architec- 
ture"; "Encyclopedia  of  Furniture";  "Payson,  Mahog- 
any, antique  and  modern";  "Penderel-Brodhurst  &  Lay- 
ton,  Glossary  of  English  Furniture  of  the  Historic  Peri- 
ods"; "Europa  Year-Book,  1926";  "Richardson  &  Ever- 
bein,  English  Inn,  Past  and  Present";  "Dawson,  Intro- 
duction to  London";  "Schnitfeler,  Republic  of  Mexico"; 
"Fox-Davis,  Complete  Guide  to  Heraldry",  rev.  ed.; 
"Kings  and  Queens  of  Ancient  Egypt";  "Weigall,  His- 
tory of  the  Pharoahs";  "Edwards,  Notes  on  European 
History";  "Cheney,  History  of  England  from  the  De- 
feat of  the  Armanda  to  the  Death  of  Elizabeth",  2  vols. ; 
"Jesuit  Relations  and  Allied  Documents";  "Caldwell, 
Short  History  of  the  American  People" ;  "Rowland,  His- 
tory of  Mississippi",  2  vols.;  "Segal  &  Santalow,  Com- 
mercial Year  Book  of  the  Soviet  Union";  "Eberlein  & 
Ramsdell,  Practical  Book  of  Chinaware";  Litchfleld, 
Pottery  and  Porcelain". 

CATALOGING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Cataloging  Department  does  the  work  of  ac- 
cessioning, classification,  cataloging,  preparing  for  the 
shelves,  discarding,  preparing  for  binding  and  rebind- 
ing  for  the  Main  Library  and  all  Branches.  It  also  has 
charge  of  the  transfers  of  all  books  and  the  lending  of 
all  books  between  one  Branch  and  another  and  the 
Main  Library  and  Branches,  and  the  keeping  of  all 
records  required  for  these  library  processes. 

The  library  has  practically  no  list  of  substitutes 
upon  which  it  can  draw  to  replace  absentees.  It  has 
been  compelled,  therefore,  to  replace  absentees  from  the 
Cataloging  Department.  This  year  the  replacing  of 
absentees  has  cost  the  Cataloging  Department  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  ten  hours  that  were  sadly  needed 
for  work  in  their  department.  , 
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In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  of  work,  the 
department  is  recataloging  the  entire  library.  In  twelve 
months  forty  thousand  Library  of  Congress  cards  have 
been  ordered,  adapted  to  our  use  and  filed  in  the  public 
catalogs  and  for  the  use  of  the  library  departments. 

During  the  year  17,241  books  were  accessioned. 
Of  this  number  500  were  gifts.  The  number  of  books 
withdrawn  this  year  for  discard  was  3,975.  An  average 
of  1,600  books  was  added  to  each  of  the  four  white 
Branches  and  654  to  the  Colored  Branch. 

DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT 
United  States,  State  and  Local 

The  United  States  Document  Department  consti- 
tutes a  very  valuable  part  of  our  library  collection.  It 
contains  9,394  bound  volumes  and  29,450  pamphlets. 
The  additions  to  the  collection  this  year  numbered  198 
bound  volumes  and  3,450  pamphlets.  The  number 
of  calls  for  documents  was  2,205.  We  have  estimated 
from  year  to  year  that  the  usie  of  the  Patent  Gazette 
alone  saves  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  $5,000.00 
annually.  The  other  calls  are  almost  invariably  also 
of  an  important  nature.  The  largest  number  of  calls 
was  for  the  documents  of  the  Commerce  Department. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  document  collec- 
tion was  checked  over  and  all  duplicates  returned  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents.  We  sent  back  to 
him  seventy-five  sacks  of  books  and  pamphlets,  about 
1,500  pamphlets  and  a  little  over  1,000  bound  volumes. 

Our  State  document  collection  had  a  few  addi- 
tions; bound  volumes  3  and  pamphlets  21.  We  received 
also  6  pamphlets  published  by  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  library  received  320  magazines,  exclusive  of 
United  States,  State,  and  Municipal  Documents.  Of 
this  number  108  are  gifts.  The  number  of  newspapers 
received  is  42.     Of  this  number  11  are  gifts. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Newspaper  Room 
was  60,867,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  men.  The  number 
of  readers  in  the  Magazine  Room  was  27,487,  here  also 
nearly  all  of  the  readers  were  men. 
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BINDING  AND  MENDING  DEPARTMENT 

Some  7,440  books  were  sent  to  the  binders  for  re- 
binding.  About  277  more  were  bound  from  sheets  and 
a  large  number  of  the  newly  purchased  books  were 
resewed,  reinforced,  and  recased  before  being  issued. 

The  annually  increasing  number  of  books  sent  tc 
the  binder  is  relieving  this  departmnt  of  the  volume 
of  work  which  at  one  time  was  more  than  could  be 
completed.  The  department  is,  therefore,  able  from 
time  to  time  to  aid  in  the  work  in  other  departments. 
This  year  the  complement  of  work  has,  also,  been 
more  speedily  accomplished  as  the  assistant  in  charge 
has  systematized  the  work  more  completely  than  had 
been  done  heretofore. 

Books  sent  to  this  department  are  not  kept  over 
three  days.  This  promptness  of  return  to  the  shelves 
offsets  the  slightly  increased  cost  over  the  cost  of  books 
sent  to  the  binders.  In  addition  to  the  books  sent  to 
the  binders  our  Mending  Department  recased  6,985 
books,  of  this  number  2,193  were  completely  resewed 
with  the  overcast  or  whipped  stitch;  and  9,948  books 
were  mended. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor. 
The  borrower's  card  is-  now  issued  for  five  years.  There 
is  a  Juvenile  Card,  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower 
wishes  to  dispense  with  the  guarantor,  a  Deposit  Card, 
and  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber, a  Summer  Card.  On  the  Juvenile  Card  two  books 
can  be  withdrawn;  on  the  Adult  Branch  Card,  three, 
on  the  Adult  Main  Library  Card,  five,  and  on  the  De- 
posit Card,  one.  There  are  now  in  force  36,682  cards 
of  all  characters;  of  this  number  12,791  were  issued  in 
1926,  3,954  juvenile  and  8,837  adult. 

To  this  department  is  assigned  the  Librarian's  sec- 
retary and  the  stenographer,  and  they  handle  the  work 
of  this  department,  issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send 
out  all  delinquent  notices  for  the  Main  Library  and 
most  of  them  for  the  Branches,  compile  monthly  and 
annual  reports  and  do  all  stenographic  and  typewriting 
work  necessary  to  carry  on  the  correspondence  of  the 
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Librarian.  That  this  latter  part  of  the  work  is  by  no 
means  inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
Librarian  sent  out  of  his  office  11,600  pieces  of  signed 
mail. 

STAFF  (Main  Library  and  Branches) 

Under  Act  No.  89,  1900,  of  the  State  Legislature 
all  appointments  of  the  Staff  of  the  New  Orleans  Public 
Library  shall  be  made  from  eligible  lists  certified  to  the 
Library  Board  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the 
City  of  New  Orleans.  During  the  past  three  years  the 
Commission  has  held  no  competitive  examinations;  it 
has,  therefore,  furnished  no  eligible  list  to  the  Library 
Board.  The  Commission  has,  instead,  instructed  the 
Board  to  make  its  own  appointments.  Under  this 
authority  the  Board  has  appointed  to  the  Staff  the  fol- 
lowing ladies:  Miss  Margaret  Donaldson,  Miss  Marie 
Wherritt  and  Miss  Ruth  Sanford. 

There  were  only  two  resignations  from  the  Staff 
during  the  year;  Miss  Olga  Ferrata  who  left  on  ac- 
count of  her  approaching  marriage,  and  Mrs.  Lena 
Marcy  who  resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  the  library 
of  Loyola  University. 

BRANCHES 

All  accessioning,  shelf  listing,  cataloging  of  books 
and  the  preparing  of  books  for  the  shelves,  and  the 
registration  of  borrowers  for  the  Branches  is  done  at 
the  Main  Library.  This  leaves  to  the  Branches  only  the 
circulation  of  books  and  the  building  up  of  circulation 
through  the  establishment  of  pleasant  relationships 
throughout  the  neighborhood  and  through  keeping  in 
contact  with  and  meeting  the  demands  of  the  neighbor- 
ing schools. 

The  combined  circulation  of  the  Branches  was 
486,559.  The  circulation  by  Branch  was :  Royal  Branch, 
97,724;  Algiers  Branch,  65,708;  Napoleon  Branch, 
169,180;  Canal  Branch,  111,499;  Dryades  Branch, 
42,448.  The  Napoleon  Branch  is  especially  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  greatest  percentage  of  increase. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  from 
the  Branches  is  21,688,  and  the  total  number  of  books 
in  the  five  Branches  is  83,581. 
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As  the  library  has  not  sufficient  means  to  operate  a 
delivery  system  between  the  Main  Library  and  the 
Branches,  each  borrower  is  permitted  in  addition  to  his 
Branch  Card  to  have  a  card  at  the  Main  Library  and,  in 
this  manner,  he  can  obtain  books  that  are  in  the  Main 
Library  and  that  would  not  be  placed  in  the  Branches 
because  of  infrequent  use. 

HOUDAYS  AND  VACATION 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those 
of  other  libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper, 
however,  on  account  of  local  conditions.  The  holidays 
adopted  by  the  resolution  of  the  Board  are : 

From  5  P.  M.  the  day  before  Mardi  Gras  to  9  A.  M. 
the  next  Wednesday;  Good  Friday;  Easter  Sunday 
Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints'  Day;  Thanjksgiving  Day 
December  24th,  from  12  M.  to  December  26th,  9  A.  M. 
December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  January  2nd,  9  A.  M. 
and  5  P.  M.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

By  special  resolutions  this  year  the  library  was  also 
closed:  January  13th,  on  account  of  the  death  of  Mayor 
Behrman;  Labor  Day;  Armistice  Day;  and  Dec.  26th. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay,  is 
granted  each  member  of  the  Staff  and  the  Pages  who 
have  worked  in  the  library  for  the  six  months  preceding 
the  vacation  period.  All  days  of  absence  up  to  twelve 
are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no  vaca- 
tion shall  be  less  than  fifteen  days. 

In  meeting  successfully  the  difficulties  attendant 
upon  the  conducting  of  our  library  work,  the  sympathy 
and  assistance  of  the  Library  Board  has  been  a  great 
aid  to  the  Librarian  and  his  Staff. 

The  Librarian  wishes  to  thank  the  Staff  and  the 
other  employees  of  the  library  for  all  of  that  spirit  of 
willingness  with  which  we  seek  to  overcome  the  limita- 
tions of  numbers  and  lack  of  money. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the 
attached  tables  as  my  report  for  the  year  1926. 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 
Feb.  9,  1927.  Librarian. 
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Annual  Statement  for  1926 


GENERAL  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

General  Fund   Balance   from   1925...  $  1,20 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation..  $75,000.00 

Interest   on    Daily   Balance 60.07 

Bourbon    Street   Property   Rental 3,300.00 

Miscellaneous    81.44 

Investments — ^Interest  on   Bonds 600.00 

Fines  Main    Library 5,562.73 

Fines  Royal    Branch 650.61 

Fines  Algiers    Branch 387.43 

Fines  Napoleon    Branch 493.17 

Fines  Canal    Branch 739.05 

Fines  Dryades  Branch _.  77.39      86,95 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Investments — Purchase  of  1 — $1,000.00 
City  of  New  Orleans  Constitutional 
Bond $     970.17 

MAIN   LIBRARY 

Books   $16,405.03 

Periodicals 1,385.35 

Binding    ^ 3,379.88 

General    Expense 5,440.71 

Insurance    374.40 

Heating   . 330.92 

Printing  and   Stationery 743.26 

Salaries   . 38,217.60 

Contingent    627.73      66,904.88 


ROYAL  BRANCH 

General  Expense 286.48 

Printing  and   Stationery 172.03 

Heating  34.25 

Binding  453.54 

Salaries  .' 3.329.55        4,275.85 


$88.15 


Amounts    carried    forward $72,150.90     $88,li 
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i 

Amounts   brought   forward $72,150.90     $88,157.09 

ALGIERS  BRANCH 

General  Expense $     159.61 

Printing  and    Stationery 114.64 

Heating  — 52.70 

Binding  —        235.10 

Salaries  -— _ 3,312.50        3,874.5'; 

NAPOLEON   BRANCH 

General  Expense 251.86 

Printing  and    Stationery 188.16 

Heating  50.50 

Binding  335.81 

Salaries  3,314.30        4,140.63 

s 

CANAL  BRANCH 

General    Expense 279.25 

Printing  and   Stationery 154.98 

Heating    5.50 

Binding    —        450.53 

Salaries    3,252.15        4,142.41 

DRYADE8  BRANCH 

General  Expense 241.70 

Printing  and   Stationery 69.50 

Binding  84.76 

Salaries 2,912.15        3,308.11     $87,616.60 

Balance    _ $      540.49 

Balance  in  Banks 

Marine    Bank   &   Trust   Co $     364.09 

Hibernia    Bank   &    Trust    Co 176.40    $     540.49 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND 

RECEFPTS 

Balance    from    1925 $      844.41 

Interest  Board   of  Liquidation   Trustees 1,480.00     $  2,324.41 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Books   2,199.76 

Balance   In    Hibernia    Bank |      124.65 

Respectfully   submitted. 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

by  the 

AMERICAN  UBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 

ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Annual  Library  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1926. 
Name  of  Library — New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City  or  Town — ^New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — -Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference. 
Number  of  Branches — Five. 
Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central    Library 354 

Branches  303 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  readings: 

Central    Library 76 

Branches   66 

Adults    Chljdren 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  purchase 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by   gift ._ 

Number    of    volumes    lost    or    withdrawn 

during    the    year 

Total  number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year 

(count   bound    books    only) 182,945 

Number   of   volumes   of   fiction    lent    for 

home    use 385,060 

Number   of   volumes   lent   for  home   use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circulation)     484,'^29 


174,031 

10.810 

485 

2,381 


39.486 

5,931 

15 

1,594 

43,838 

143,845 

245,939 


Total 
213.517 

16,741 

500 

3,976 

226,783 

528,905 

730,468 


RECEIPTS  FROM 

Unexpended    balance... $  2,049.61 
Local  taxation  (city  ap- 
propriation   75,000.00 

State  grants None 

Endowment  funds 4,780.00 

Membership  fees None 

Fines  and  sale  of  pub- 
lication    .—    7.910.38 

Duplicate    collection None 

Gifts None 

Other  sources 741.51 


PAYMENTS  FOR 


Books    - $18,604.79 

Periodicals 1,385.35 

Binding   _ 4,939.62 

Salaries  Library  service  45,242.25 
Salaries.  Janitor  service  9,096^00 
Light    (included   in  city 

contract)   None 

Rent  None 

Permanent    investments       970.17 

Other    expenses 9.578.18 

Balance  on  hand 665.14 


$90,481.50 


$90,481.50 


Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 12,791 

Number  of  newspapers    and     periodicals    currently    received 

(Titles  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 362 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  for  reading  and  study..  185.733^ 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1926 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Total  Circulation,   1926 


TABLE  1 

Central   Royal   Algiers  Napoleon  Canal    Dryadcs 

Library  Branch  Branch  Branch    Branch    Branch  Totals 

Home   Use.-  336.607     77.267     51.080     142,969       88,529     34,016  730.468 

Library    Use     49,151     20,457     14,628       26,211       22,970       8,432  141,849 


Total-.385.758     97,724     65,708     169,180     111.499     42,448     872.317 

Annual  Circulation,  Central  Library  and  Branches 

1910-1926 


TABLE  2 

Central 

Royal 

Algiers 

Napoleon 

Canal 

Dryades 

Library 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

1910 

218.147 

61,381 

32,905 

38,313 

1911 

232.757 

61,566 

37.007 

51.138 

17.929 

1912 

243.352 

65.904 

41.637 

60,099 

61.876 

1913 

225.141 

65,785 

33.275 

61,047 

62,155 

1914 

232,871 

72.193 

37.089 

75.017 

71,241 

1915 

238.786 

74.160 

39.528 

77.761 

65,269 

1916 

240.450 

72.854 

39.928 

77,516 

68.854 

17,633 

1917 

230.727 

71.734 

35,554 

78,529 

62,633 

21.740 

1918 

203.167 

65.977 

35.547 

75.282 

65.429 

22.565 

1919 

215,142 

64.370 

36.759 

72.961 

66,716 

22.025 

1920 

219.167 

68,183 

46.337 

58.673 

69,336 

18.907 

1921 

250.053 

74.762 

53,355 

70.278 

72,393 

22.233 

1922 

279.860 

82.656 

64.019 

91,360 

81,914 

26,188 

1923 

289,534 

82,691 

59.753 

102.274 

93,822 

30,763 

1924 

330.836 

84.474 

61.591 

122.297 

103,331 

31,299 

1925 

363.555 

93.847 

63,518 

149.589 

109.540 

40.160 

1926 

385,758 

97,724 

65.708 

169,180 

111,499 

42.448 

Total 

Annual 

Circulation,   1905-1926 

TABLE  3 

1905 99.100 

1900 9S.749 

1907 97.316 

11H)S 245. .^.'►9 

lfM»9 32,'>.057 

1910 350,746 

1911 40(».:',97 

1912 472.S()S 

19i:{ 447.40.S 

1914 4SS.411 

1915 495.504 


1916 517.125 

1917 500.918 

1918 467.967 

1919 477.974 

1920 480.603 

1921 543.074 

1922 625.997 

1923 -—658.837 

1924 733,828 

1925 820.209 

1926 872.317 
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of  Adult  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 

Branchea   1922  1926 

TABLE  4 

1922             1923  1924  1925  1926 

Central    Library 134.212       135,877  157.698  166,183  175,136 

Royal    Branch '..      41.348          40.637  41.946  47.473  49.069 

Algiers    Branch 31,014          28,029  29,895  29.944  31.232 

Napoleon   Branch— .      51,766          56,980  71,894  82,4S2  93,647 

Canal    Branch 44,208          52.272  57,185  57,731  57.818 

Dryades    Branch 4.340           6.106  6.529  9,278  9.985 

Totals- 306,888        319,901  365,147  393,091  416,887 

Circulation  of  Juvenile   Fiction,  Central   Library 

and  Branches,  1922-1926 

TABLE  5 

1922            1923  1924  1925  1926 

Central    Library 36.067         38,533  43.111  51.364  55.706 

Royal    Branch 21.279          19.459  20,162  22.684  24,897 

Algiers    Branch 19,808         16,800  17,188  18,399  19,020 

Napoleon   Branch___      2D,425         21,257  21.415  27.459  29.405 

Canal    Branch 19.734         21.118  22.766  24.692  25.077 

Dryades    Branch 4.488           7,153  7,507  11,623  12,086 

Totals 121,801        124,320  132,149  156,221  166.191 

Total  Circulation  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 

Branches,  1922-1926 

TABLE  6 

1922             1923  1924  1925  1926 

Central    Library 170,279       174,410  200,809  217,547  230.842 

Royal    Branch 62,627         60.096  62,108  70.157  73.966 

Algiers    Branch 50.822         44.829  47.083  48.343  50.252 

Napoleon    Branch—      72,191         78,237  93.309  109,941  123.052 

Canal    Branch 63,942         73,390  79.951  82.423  82.895 

Dryades    Branch 8.828         13,259  14,036  20.901  22.071 

Totals 428.689        444.221  497,296  549,312  583.078 

Circulation  of  Adult  Non-Fiction,  Central   Library, 

1922-1926 

TABLE  7 

1922             1923  1924  1925  1926 

General    works 8.221           9,327  9,623  9,558  8,692 

Philosophy    4.705           4,818  5.180  5.541  5.215 

Religion     2,654           2,860  3,656  3.985  3.875 

Sociology    __      11.045          10.862  11.924  11.510  12.363 

Philology     -        1,631            1.759  1.801  ^051  1,899 

Natural    science 4,334           4.076*  4.719  5,436  5.371 

Useful     arts 11,087          10,296  10,360  10.105  10.718 

Pine     arts 6.014           6,340  6,792  6,976  7.395 

Literature     20,078         21.141  20.555  20.125  21,593 

History,  travel, 

biography 18.439         18.370  21.167  21.205  24.007 

III         »                                                                                                                                                            I  ^^^^^  I                                        M                  ■  ^B^^— ^v^^« 

Totels 88,208         89.849  95,777  96.492  101.128 
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Circulatioii  of  Adult  Non-Fictioii,  Bpranchea,  1926 

TABLE  8 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General    workg 400  551  2,635  1.468  24 

PhlloBophy   — 113  113  1,381  178  817 

Religion     213  144  876  871  318 

Sociology    792  339  2.317  1.460  2.297 

Philology    99  30  1.372  187  248 

Natural    science 282  116  1.896  379  1.000 

Useful    arts .    457  313  2.870  908  1.193 

Fine    arts 397  267  2.301  988  1.274 

Literature     1.706  1.285  4.387  8.025  1.352 

History,  travel. 

biography 1.463  1.060  4.534  2.604  1.486 

Totals 5.922  4.218  24,068  12.058  10.009 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Ficli<«,  Central  Library, 

1922-1926 

TABLE  9 

1922  1923  1924  1925  1926 

General    works 1,091  722  913  1.367  1.084 

Philosophy    59  46  103  118  174 

Religion     725  935  890  1.590  1,651 

Sociology     7,811  8,925  11,018  13.135  16.159 

Philology     ._ -            715  

Natural    science 1,567  2.061  2.672  4.226  3,927 

useful     arts 1.326  1,713  2.126  2.312  2.496 

Fine     arts 1,354  1.947  2.582  2,586  2.638 

Literature     3,285  3.972  7.192  13.455  14.746 

History    travel 

biography-. J 4.155  4.954  6,754  10.012  10.913 

Totals 21.373  25,275  34,250  49.516  53.788 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1926 

TABLE  10 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General     works 472  1.415  142  

Philosophy    -             23  59  386  36  513 

Kelipion     542  350  477  1,077  551 

Sociology      _.        7.45S  4.553  6,167  8,157  3.211 

■philology     19G  8              

Natural    Science 1.1J>4  629  3,203  593  1,062 

rseful     arts S74  486  2,368  914  1.041 

Fine     arts l.Xon  S21  2.222  1,155  1.248 

Liteiature      2.973  1.S51  2.782  2.348  1,327 

History,    travel, 

biography 3,271  2.009  3,040  2.124  1,415 

Totals 17.S36  11.238  22,060  16.546  10.36S 
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Total  Circulation  of  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library  and 

Branches,  1922-1926 

TABLE  11 

1922             1923  1924  1925  1926 

Central    Library 109,581       115.124  130,027  146,008  154,916 

Royal    Branch 20.029         22,595  22,366  23,690  23,758 

Algiers     Branch....      13,197         14.924  14,508  15,175  16,456 

Napoleon     Branch..      19.169         24,037  28,988  '    89,648  46,128 

Canal    Branch 17,972         20.432  23,380  27,117  28,604 

Dryades   Branch 17,360         17,504  17.263  19,259  20,377 

m^^-^^^i^^mm^^                                ^Mai^^H^aa^^^  m^m^^^i^m^^-^^  m^m^^^^^^m^^  ^m^^^^^^^^^m 

Totals 197,308        214,616  236,532  270,897  289,239 

Clawfication  of  Bo6kM  Accessioned,  1922-1926 

TABLE  12 

1922             1923  1924  1925  1926 

General    works 252              322  493  285  254 

Philosophy    180              148  192  176  286 

Religion 178              221  160  271  395 

Sociology    .- 1,608           1,220  1,227  769  1,908 

Philology     17                14  107  89  57 

Natural    science 469              358  514  378  646 

Useful     arts.: 6734               544  525  592  845 

Fine    arts 434              529  492  494  505 

Literature     705              810  1.366  1.290  1.239 

Travel    277              403  267  359  602 

Biography     459              b80  442  506  544 

History _ 459              691  452  428  574 

Fiction     —        6,718            5.455  8.669  6.780  9,486 


Totals 12,370  11.195  14,906  12.417  17,241 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Money  Received  from  Fines  and  Pamphlets,  1926 

TABLE   13 

Central    Library _ $5,562.73 

Royal  Branch 650.61 

Algiers     Branch 387.43 

Napoleon   Branch 493.17 

Canal    Branch 739.05 

Dryades   Branch '     77.39 

Total $7,910.38 
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Number  of  Readers  in  Reference,  Reading  and   News- 
paper Room%  Central  Library,  1922-1926 


1922 
Week  Days — 

Reference      a  9  d 
Reading    Rooms.  55,678 
Newspaper  Room  45,219 

Sundays — 

Reference      and 
Reading    Rooms.    2.613 
Newspaper  Room    2,812 


TABLE  14 


1923 


1924 


1925 


1926 


Total 


52,349 

53,996 

56,797 

60,429 

279.249 

51,369 

58.457 

59,321 

57,393 

271.759 

2.609 

2.764 

2,429 

2,526 

12.941 

2,935 

3,336 

3,196 

3.474 

15.754 

Totals J06.322     109.262     118.553     121,743     123.822     579,702 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1927 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen : 

Each  year,  with  the  writing  of  the  annual  report 
a  librarian  feels  more  and  more  that  his  statement  is 
not  the  record  of  the  performance  of  a  usual,  customary 
duty,  a  report  of  a  precise  business  like  effort  for  effi- 
cient and  economic  accomplishment  but  rather  that  it  is 
the  record  of  a  stewardship  burdened  with  a  responsi- 
bility more  than  the  ordinary  one.  The  work  of  the 
library  in  assisting  in  choosing  the  books  of  a  community 
and  of  providing,  to  a  large  degree,  its  opportunities  for 
reading  is  a  most  important  educational  function,  and 
has  much  to  do  with  the  character  of  the  city's  future 
life.  It  is  a  truism  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  things 
done  without  doing  them,  yet  it  is  distinctly  character- 
istic of  human  nature  that  no  matter  how  much  we  may 
be  enamoured  in  the  end,  we  too  often  feel  an  aversion 
to  the  means  of  its  accomplishment.  We  hestitate  and 
feel  no  desire  to  enter  into  the  mechanical  drudgery, 
the  minuteness  of  detail,  the  mental  and  physical  strain 
demanded  in  dexterity  of  execution,  all  of  which  are 
essential  and  component  parts  of  the  prerequisite  work 
leading  to  achievement.  When  one  has  overcome  this 
aversion,  therefore,  and  has  striven  earnestly,  persever- 
ingly  and  faithfully  to  accomplish  the  greatly  desired 
end,  it  is  a  disappointment  to  feel  year  by  year  achieve- 
ment retarded  and  delayed  by  lack  of  funds. 

Our  library  has  now  passed  its  eighty-fourth  year 
and  during  all  of  this  time  many  library  workers  have 
given  their  labor  ungrudgingly,  have  spared  no  pains, 
no  patience,  but  with  unremitting  toil  and  without  ever 
losing  hope  have  striven,  through  the  library,  to  assist 
the  other  agencies  of  instruction  and  culture  to  educate 
the  people  of  our  community.  Always  our  handicap 
ha9  been  lack  of  money,  and  our  library  is  operating  to- 
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day  on  considerably  less  than  half  of  the  average  per 
capita  allotment  of  cities  of  three  hundred  thousand 
and  over.  Our  greatest  need  has  been  partially  met  by 
the  appropriation  of  the  Commission  Council  of  $20,- 
000.00,  the  initial  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  and  for  the  erection  of  a  branch  library  building  in 
the  Carrollton  section  of  the  city.  The  rapid  growth  of 
our  city  in  several  directions,  however,  presents  the  ur- 
gent need  of  a  number  of  branches. 

With  our  present  appropriation  for  maintenance, 
the  library  is  unable  to  engage  in  advertising  campaigns 
that  have  been  so  beneficial  elsewhere.  We  are  unable 
also  to  undertake  in  work  of  adult  education,  home 
visiting,  story  telling,  library  publications,  nor  a  number 
of  other  library  activities  so  successful  in  other  libraries. 

Just  before  the  opening  of  the  year,  we  lost  through 
death,  the  President  of  the  Board,  Col.  Joseph  H.  De 
Grange.  Col.  De  Grange  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Library  Board  for  over  twenty  years  and  had  given 
much  time  and  energy  to  promoting  the  interest  of  the 
library.  A  fitting  memorial  expressing  the  sorrow  of 
the  Board  at  the  loss  of  their  associate  was  drafted  and 
presented  to  the  family  of  Col.  De  Grange.  The  va- 
cancy on  the  Board  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  D.  D.  Moore.  The  Board  was  much  pleased  to 
welcome  back  into  its  membership  Mr.  Moore,  who  had 
previously  been  a  very  vigorous  and  able  member. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  gift  of  books 
made  by  the  Educational  Department  of  France  through 
the  Honorable  Maurice  de  Simonin,  Consul  General  of 
France  to  New  Orleans. 

The  utmost  endeavor  was  made,  as  usual,  to  co- 
operate with  the  schools  of  the  city  during  their  regular 
terms  and   with  the  two  summer  schools. 

The  celebration  of  Children's  Book  Week  was  again 
a  success.  The  books  that  we  considered  were  read 
as  a  direct  result  of  Book  Week  numbered  10,900.  It 
is  both  profitable  and  amusing  to  read  the  thousands 
of  undirected  and  uninfluenced  criticisms  of  these  books 
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submitted  by  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  just  finished 
reading  them. 

During  the  year  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  visits 
were  paid  to  the  various  schools  of  the  city  to  co-ordi- 
nate our  work  in  providing  parallel  reading  and  study 
material  for  the  students;  49,500  books  were  distributed 
through  the  schools  to  the  pupils  in  the  primary  and 
grammar  grades.  Numerous  reading  lists  and  study 
lists  were  furnished  to  hundreds  of  teachers. 

Our  Main  Library  building  and  the  five  branches 
are  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  The  new  heating  plant, 
however,  which  was  promised  by  the  Commission  Coun- 
cil for  the  Canal  Branch  has  not  yet  been  installed. 

The  hours  of  the  Main  Library  are  from  9  A.  M. 
to  9  P.  M.  on  week  days  and  on  Sundays  from  9  A.  M. 
to  1  P.  M.  The  branch  hours  are  from  9  A.  M.  to  8 
P.  M.  except  that  in  the  Summer  months  the  branch 
libraries  also  remain  open  until  9  P.  M.;  and  the  Dry- 
ades  Branch,  the  colored  branch,  is  open  from  9  A.  M. 
to  9  P.  M.  on  week  days  and  each  Sunday  from  2  to  6 
P.  M.  This  schedule  requires  two  corps. of  workers  each 
day  for  each  of  the  six  buildings,  yet  our  entire  force 
including  staff  members,  pages,  clerks,  janitors,  porters 
and  an  engineer  numbers  only  fifty-three. 

Each  member  of  the  staff  and  the  pages  are  allowed 
an  annual  maximum  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days;  the 
other  workers  a  vacation  of  fifteen  days. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  dur- 
ing the  year  was  38,080.  In  addition  to  these  borrowers 
179,433  persons  read  in  the  several  reading  rooms. 

Our  collection  of  books  numbers  235,068.  Of  this 
number  146,849  are  in  the  Main  Library;  18,957  in  the 
Royal  Branch;  19,088  in  the  Algiers  Branch ;20,160  in 
the  Napoleon  Branch;  17,727  in  the  Canal  Branch;  and 
12,287  in  the  Dryades  Branch.  The  number  of  books 
added  during  the  year  was  12.336.  The  number  of 
books  discarded  as  unfit  for  further  use  was  4,051. 

MAIN  LIBRARY 
Circulating  Department  (Adult) 

We  still  continue  to  maintain  our  open  stack  sys- 
tem even  though  it  entails  much  more  labor  and  is  more 
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expensive  than  the  closed  stack  system.  It  has  proved 
so  popular,  I  doubt  that  we  will  ever  be  able  to  change 
it. 

Programs  as  usual  were  prepared  for  study  clubs 
and  carefully  prepared  bibliographies  were  compiled 
for  the  colleges  and  other  schools.  Some  of  the  most 
interesting  of  these  bibliographies  were: 

"Home  Reading  Lists";  "Modern  French  Poets"; 
"English  Painting";  "The  Epic  and  Ballad";  "Our  For- 
eign Relations";  "City  Planning". 

Some  of  the  most  popular  reading  lists  and  exhibits 
were: 

"Lenten  Reading";  "Music";  "Popular  Science"; 
"Ancient  History  in  Non  Fiction  and  Fiction  displayed 
in  conjunction  with  a  map  of  the  Ancient  World"; 
"Opera,  Theatre  and  Technique  of  Singing". 

The  fifteen  titles  of  fiction  having  the  largest  circu- 
lation during  the  year  were: 

"Arlen,  Green  Hat";  "Ruck,  Kneel  to  the  Pretti- 
est"; "Rinehart,  Red  Lamp";  "Pedler,  Red  Ashes"; 
"Erskine,  Galahad" ;  "Ferber,  Show  Boat" ;  "Wren,  Beau 
Geste";  "Beach,  Padlocked";  "Tarkington,  Plutocrat"; 
"Ruck,  Immortal  Girl";  "Dell,  Man  Under  Authority"; 
"Erskine,  Private  Life  of  Helen  of  Troy";  "Dell,  Un- 
known Quantity";  "Johnson,  Children  of  divorce"; 
"Wharton,  Twilight  Sleep". 

The  fifteen  most  popular  titles  of  non-fiction  were: 

"Durant,  Story  of  Philosophy";  "Halliburton,  Royal 
Road  to  Romance";  "Lawrence,  Revolt  in  the  Desert"; 
"Horn,  Trader  Horn";  "Lindbergh,  We":  "Ludwig, 
Napoleon";  "Dorsey,  Why  We  Behave  Like  Human 
Beings";  "Browne,  This  Believing  World";  "Barton, 
Book  Nobody  Knows";  "Halliburton,  Glorious  Adven- 
ture"; "Collins,  Doctor  Looks  at  Love  and  Life";  "Beard, 
Rise  of  American  Civilization";  "DuKruif,  Microbe 
Hunters";  "Hartmann,  Vagabond  Duchess";  "Beebe, 
Pheasant  Jungles". 

The  reasonable  amount  of  binding  that  we  have 
done  for  the  past  three  years  has  improved  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  stacks  considerably. 
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Circulating  Department   (Juvenile) 

The  work  of  this  department  has  again  been  well 
done.  Its  circulation  for  the  year  was  111,867.  Its 
circulation  direct  to  the  pupils  of  the  various  schools 
was  49,500. 

The  number  of  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
in  this  department  was  17,461 ;  the  number  of  additions 
2,263,  and  the  number  of  discards  647,  transfers  133; 
total  number  at  the  end  of  the  year  18,925. 

The  circulation  of  this  department  showed  an 
average  use  of  nearly  six  times  per  year  of  each  book 
in  the  collection. 

During  the  year  this  department  paid  three  hun- 
dred and  six  visits  to  the  public  schools,  ten  to  the  pri- 
vate schools,  and  twenty  to  the  parochial  schools. 

The  three  book  exhibits  and  picture  displays  that 
were  the  most  popular  of  the  year  were: 

"Lindbergh  and  Other  American  Heroes  of  the 
Air";  "The  American  Flag";  "Famous  Events  in  Ameri- 
can History  as  Illustrated  by  Famous  Prints". 

The  twelve  most  popular  books  of  fiction  in  this 
department  were: 

"Alcott,  Little  Women";  "Aldrich,  Story  of  a  Bad 
Boy";  "Bannermann,  Little  Black  Sambo";  "Clemens, 
Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn";  "Clemens,  Adven- 
tures of  Tom  Sawyer";  "Jamison,  Lady  Jane";  Potter, 
Peter  Rabbit";  "Nida,  Ah,  the  Cave  Man";  "Spyri, 
Heidi";  "Stevenson,  Treasure  Island";  "Wiggin,  Rebecca 
of  Sunnybrook  Farm";  "Hutchinson,  Chimney  Comer 
Stories". 

The  twelve  most  popular  books  of  non-fiction  were : 

"Milne,  When  We  Were  Very  Young";  "Adams 
and  Atkinson,  Book  of  Giant  Stories";  "Crump,  Boy's 
Book  of  U.  S.  Mails";  "Parker,  Indian  How  Book"; 
"Codd,  Navy  Life  in  Peace  Time";  "Scroggs,  Story  of 
Louisiana";  "Hawkes,  Shaggycoat";  "Pyle,  Howard 
Pyle's  Book  of  Pirates";  "Stephens,  Irish  Fairy  Tales"; 
"Lagerlpff,  Wonderful   Adventures  of  Nils";   Mackay, 
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House  of  the  Heart  and  Other  Plays";  "Rolt,  A  Baby's 
Life  of  Jesus  Christ". 

An  unusual  feature  of  the  year's  work  has  been 
the  large  number  of  advertising  illustrators  who  have 
sought  illustrations  and  ideas  for  their  work  in  illustrated 
children's  books. 

A  room  immediately  adjoining  the  Juvenile  Room 
has  been  prepared  as  a  department  in  which  the  work 
of  sending  out  books  to  the  schools  and  receiving  the 
returns  shall  be  done.  Heretofore,  this  work  had  to  be 
done  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  building  opposite  the 
Juvenile  Department. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

This  year  the  character  of  attendance  in  our  Re- 
ference Department  changed  completely.  Heretofore 
the  general  reader  and  not  the  college  and  school  stu- 
dent has  constituted  the  larger  part  of  the  reference 
readers.  This  year  the  students  of  the  colleges  and 
secondary  schools  have  largely  predominated.  As  the 
result,  the  character  of  work  in  this  department  has 
become  more  uniform.  The  department  is  much  more 
easily  managed  since  our  transfer  to  another  room  of 
the  lesser  used  reference  books. 

The  report  of  attendance  shows  that  of  the  readers 
there  were  more  men  than  women,  more  girls  than 
boys. 

The  number  of  readers  in  this  department  was  34,- 
357.  The  number  of  books  in  the  reference  collection 
is  16,  027;  of  this  number  7,210  are  bound  magazines. 

The  principal  additions  to  the  reference  collection 
were : 

''Marchant  ed..  Anthology  of  Jesus";  "Thomas, 
Law  of  Chemical  Patents";  **Marraro,  Nationalism  i^ 
Italian  Education";  **Haycroft,  Degrees  and  Hoods  of 
the  World's  Universities  and  Colleges,  3rd  ed.";  "Modes 
Feminines,  2  Vols.,  Planches  en  Couleurs";  "Briffaut, 
Mothers,  3  Vols.";  "Weekly,  Words,  Ancient  and  Mod*^ 
ern";  "Hugon,  Morrow's  Sword  Finder";  "Mellor,  In- 
organic and  Theoretical  Chemistry,  Vol.  7";  "U.  S.  De- 
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partment  of  Agriculture,  Preventive  Damage  by  Termites 
or  White  Ants";  "Comrie,  Black's  Medical  Dictionary, 
8th  ed/';  *'Karsner,  Human  Pathology";  "Musgrove,  Cot- 
ton Mills  Costs,  Vol.  4" ;  "Wooley,  Guide  to  the  Study  of 
of  Woodworking" ;  "NicoU,  Development  of  the  Theatre"; 
"Pijoan,  History  of  Art,  Vols.  1-2";  "Major,  Domestic  Ar- 
chitecture of  the  Early  American  Republic" ;  "Eberlein  & 
Randsdell,  Practical  Book  of  Italian,  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese Furniture";  "McClelland,  Practical  Book  of  Dec- 
orative Wall  Treatment";  "Legouis,  History  of  English 
Literature,  Vol.  1";  "National  Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames  of  America,  American  War  Songs" ;  "Hallenbeck, 
Spanish  Missions  of  the  Old  North  West";  "Chancellor, 
Life  in  Regency  and  Early  Victorian  Times";  "Mason, 
Citizen,  Statesman  and  Philosopher";  "Weigall,  History 
of  the  Pharaohs,  2  Vols.";  "American  Battle  Monument 
Commission,  Guide  to  the  American  Battlefields  in 
Europe";  "Marshall,  Aide  de  Camps  of  Lee";  "Row- 
land &  Sanders  eds.,  Miss.  Provincial  Archives";  "Tu- 
lane  University  Expedition  to  Middle  America,  Tribes 
and  Temples". 

CATALOGING  DEPARTMENT 

The  Cataloging  Department  does  the  work  of  ac- 
cessioning, classification,  cataloging,  preparing  for  the 
shelves,  discarding,  preparing  for  binding  and  rebind- 
ing  for  the  Main  Library  and  all  Branches.  It  also  has 
charge  of  the  transfers  of  all  books  and  the  lending  of 
all  books  between  one  Branch  and  another  and  the  Main 
Library  and  Branches,  and  the  keeping  of  all  records 
required  for  these   library  processes. 

The  recataloging  of  the  library  is  progressing,  not 
as  rapidly  as  we  would  wish  but,  as  the  department 
has  undertaken  to  do  this  work  without  the  addition  of 
a  single  extra  cataloger,  we  cannot  expect  very  rapid 
progress. 

The  Library  has  practically  no  list  of  substitutes 
upon  which  it  can  draw  to  replace  absentees.  It  has 
been  compelled,  therefore,  to  replace  absentees  from 
the  Cataloging  Department.  This  year  the  replacing 
of  absentees  has  cost  the  Cataloging  Department  three 
thousand  and  twenty  hours  that  were  sadly  needed  for 
work  in  their  department. 

During  the  year   12,336   books   were   accessioned. 
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Of  this  number  631  were  gifts.  The  number  of  booki 
withdrawn  this  year  for  discard  was  4,051.  An  average 
of  1,450  books  were  added  to  each  of  the  four  white 
Branches  and  1,175  to  the  colored  Branch,  this  includes 
transfers. 

DOCUMENT  DEPARTMENT 
United  States,  State  and  Local 

The  United  States  Document  Department  consti- 
tutes a  very  valuable  part  of  our  library  collection.  It 
contains  9,619  bound  volumes  and  32,844  pamphlets. 
The  additions  to  the  collection  this  year  numbered  225 
bound  volumes  and  3,394  pamphlets.  The  number  of 
calls  -  for  documents  was  2,350.  We  have  estimated 
from  year  to  year  that  the  use  of  the  Patent  Gazette 
alone  saves  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  $5,000.00 
annually.  The  other  calls  are  almost  invariably  also  of 
an  important  nature.  The  largest  number  of  calls  Avaa 
for  the  documents  of  the  Commerce  Department. 

Our  State  document  collection  had  a  few  additions; 
bound  volumes  1  and  pamphlets  25. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  library  received  314  magazines,  exclusive  of 
United  States,  States,  and  Municipal  Documents:  Of 
this  number  105  were  gifts.  The  number  of  newspapers 
received  is  43.    Of  this  number  12  are  gifts. 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Newspaper  Room 
was  57,476,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  men.  The  num- 
ber of  readers  in  the  Magazine  Room  was  27,790,  here 
also  nearly  all  of  the  readers  were  men. 

BINDING  AND  MENDING  DEPARTMENT 

Some  6,000  books  were  sent  to  the  binders  for  rer 
binding.  About  243  were  bound  from  sheets  and  a 
large  number  of  the  newly  purchased  books  were  re- 
sewed,  reinforced,  and  recased  before  being  issued. 

Books  sent  to  this  department  are  not  kept  over 
three  days.  This  promptness  of  return  to  the  shelves 
offsets  the  slightly  increased  cost  over  the  cost  of  books 
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sent  to  the  binders.  In  addition  to  the  books  sent  to 
the  binders  our  Mending  Department  recased  6,990 
books,  of  this  number  2,500  were  completely  resewed 
with  the  overcast  or  whipped  stitch;  and  9,980  were 
mended. 

REGISTRATION   DEPARTMENT 

Each  borrower  is  required  to  have  a  guarantor. 
The  borrower's  card  is  now  issued  for  five  years.  There 
is  a  Juvenile  Card,  an  Adult  Card;  if  the  borrower 
wishes  to  dispense  with  the  guarantor,  a  Deposit  Card, 
and  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber, a  Summer  Card.  On  the  Juvenile  Card  two  books 
can  be  withdrawn;  on  the  Adult  Branch  Card,  three, 
on  the  Adult  Main  Library  Card,  five,  and  on  the  De- 
posit Card,  one.  There  are  now  in  force  38,082  cards 
of  all  character;  of  this  number  12,893  were  issued  in 
1927,  3,113  juvenile  and  9,780  adult. 

To  this  department  is  assigned  the  Librarian's  sec- 
retary and  the  stenographer,  and  they  handle  the  work 
of  this  department,  issue  all  cards,  cancel  cards,  send 
out  all  delinquent  notices  for  the  Main  Library  and  most 
of  them  for  the  branches,  compile  monthly  and  annual 
reports  and  do  all  stenographic  and  typewriting  work 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  correspondence  of  the  Libra- 
rian. That  this  latter  part  of  the  work  is  by  no  means 
inconsiderable  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Librarian 
sent  out  of  his  office  12,250  pieces  of  signed  mail. 

STAFF   (Main  Library  and  Branches) 

The  Board  accepted  this  year  the  resignations  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  Charlton,  Miss  Natalie  Phillpott,  Miss 
Ruth  Sanford  and  Mrs.  Hazel  Pope. 

The  promotions  from  pageship  to  staff  member- 
ship included  that  of  Miss  Theresa  Militello,  Miss  Car- 
olyn Johnsen,  and  Miss  Ruth  Renaud. 

The  staff  was  represented  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Louisiana  Library  Association  by  Mrs.  Mary  G. 
Jones  and  Miss  Anita  McGinty.  Miss  McGinty  read 
a   paper  on  Work  in  the  Juvenile   Department.      This 
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was  one  of  the  best  received  and  most  commended  pa- 
pers at  the  meeting. 

The  absences  of  staff  members  and  pages  have 
been  so  numerous  this  year  that  our  work  has  been  in- 
terfered with  materially. 

BRANCHES 

As  practically  all  of  the  technical  library  work  is 
done  for  the  branches  at  the  Main  Library  the  branches, 
though  having  but  two  assistants,  have  ample  time  for 
the  circulating  of  books,  the  minor  mending  of  books, 
the  visiting  of  neighboring  schools,  the  participation  in 
proper  neighborhood  activities  and  the  opportunity  of 
developing    pleasant    relations    with    their    borrowers 
through   personal   contact.     The   extent   and   character 
of  circulation  at  several   of  the   branches  is  changing 
most  decidedly.     The  residential  territory  belonging  to 
the  Royal  Branch  has  been  encroached  upon  by  a  com- 
mercial   district   that    has    probably   taken    away    one- 
fourth  of  our  branch  borrowers.     The  rapidly  increas- 
ing population  of  the  residential  district  in  which  the 
Canal  Branch  is  situated  is  very  rapidly  increasing  the 
circulation  of  that  branch.     The  situation  in  Algiers  has 
remained    unchanged    since    the    establishment    of    the 
Algiers   Branch.     The   Napoleon   Branch,   without   any 
apparent  reason  except  the  increasing  appreciation  by 
the  people  of  its  neighborhood  of  the  value  of  reading, 
has  steadily  increased  its  circulation  until  it  is  far  in 
advance  of  any  of  .the  other  branches. 

The  combined  circulation  of  the  Branches  was 
502,209.  The  circulation  by  Branch  was: — Royal  Branch, 
104,607;  Algiers  Branch,  69,455;  Napoleon  Branch, 
173,341;  Canal  Branch,  114,739;  Dryades  Branch,  40,- 
067.  The  Napoleon  Branch  is  especially  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  greatest  percentage  of  increase. 

The  number  of  borrowers  withdrawing  books  from 
the  Branches  is  22,547,  and  the  total  number  of  books 
in  the  five  Branches  is  88,219. 

As  the  library  has  not  sufficient  means  to  operate 
a  delivery  system  between  the  Main  Library  and  the 
Branches,  each  borrower  is  permitted  in  addition  to 
his  Branch  Card  to  have  a  card  at  the  Main  Library  and. 
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in  this  manner,  he  can  obtain  books  that  are  in  the  Main 
Library  and  that  would  not  be  placed  in  the  Branches 
because  of  infrequent  use. 

HOLIDAYS  AND  VACATIONS 

Our  list  of  holidays  is  somewhat  longer  than  those 
of  other  libraries.  This  has  been  considered  proper, 
however,  on  account  of  local  conditions.  The  holidays 
adopted  by  the  resolution  of  the  Board  are: 

From  5  P.  M.  the  day  before  Mardi  Gras  to  9  A. 
M.  the  next  Wednesday;  Good  Friday;  Easter  Sunday 
Fourth  of  July;  All  Saints'  Day;  Thanksgiving  Day 
December  24th,  from  12  M.  to  December  26th,  9  A.  M. 
December  31st,  from  12  M.  to  January  2nd,  9  A.  M. 
and  5  P.  M.  the  evening  of  Momus  parade. 

By  special  resolutions  this  year  the  library  was 
also  closed: 

Labor  Day;  December  26th;  and  January  2nd. 

A  vacation  of  twenty-seven  days,  with  full  pay, 
is  granted  each  member  of  the  staff  and  the  pages 
who  have  worked  in  the  library  for  the  six  months  pre- 
ceding the  vacation  period.  All  days  of  absence  up  to 
twelve  are  deducted  from  this  term  of  vacation,  but  no 
vacation  shall  be  less  than  fifteen  days. 

The  kindly  and  sympathetic  efforts  of  the  Library 
Board  to  understand  our  peculiarly  difficult  problems 
and  its  willingness  to  aid  us  in  solving  them,  have  done 
much  to  lisrhten  the  work  of  the  Librarian  and  the  Staff 
and  to  make  our  year  a  successful  one.  This  genuinely 
friendly  spirit  is  sincerely  appreciated  by  all  of  us  and 
we  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  ap- 
preciation. Likewise,  the  Librarian-  wishes  to  thank 
the  Staff,  and  the  pages  and  all  of  the  other  employees 
for  that  measure  of  loyalty  and  devotion  that  they  have 
given  to  their  work  that  year  by  year  is  making  our 
library  a  better  and  more  useful  an  institution. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  statement  and  the 
attached  tables  as  my  report  for  the  year  1927. 

HENRY  M.  GILL, 
Librarian 
February  8,  1928, 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  UBRARY 


Annual  Statement  for  1927 


GENERAL  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

General  Fund  Balance  from  1926 $      540.49 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation.-  $76,245.00 

Interest    on    Daily    Balance 49.21 

Bourbon  Street  Property  Rental 4.200.00 

Miscellaneous    109.45 

Investments — Interest    on    Bonds 980.00 

Investments — I  Bond  Redeemed 600.00 

Fines— Main    Library 6,341.30 

Royal    Branch 700.23 

Algiers    Branch 388.86 

Napoleon   Branch 475.66 

Canal    Branch 694.46 

Dryades    Branch 66.00 

Depositor's    I-^ind 250.00      91.000.17 


$91,540.66 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Investments — City  of  N.  O.   Constitu- 
tional   Bonds $  1,962.60 

Interest   on   above 19.55        1.972.05 


MAIN    LIBRARY 

Books   $16,633.37 

Periodicals     1,373.90 

Binding    2.166.14 

General    Expense 4,887.59 

Heating   183.81 

Printing  and  Stationery 761.84 

Salaries    40,810.25     $66,816.90 


ROYAL  BRANCH 

General    Expense 440.87 

Printing  and  Stationery 106.82 

Heating    20.50 

Binding    759.64 

Salaries     3,444.55        4,772.38 


ALGIERS  BRANCH 

General    Expense 215.75 

Printing  and  Stationery 101.02 

Heating    57.40 

Binding    262.81 

Salaries    ?,,442.50         4.079.48 


Amounts  carried  forward $77,640.81    $91,540.66 
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Amounts   brought   forward...  $77,640.81     $91,540.66 

NAPOLEON   BRANCH 

General    Expense $       267.54 

Printing   and   Stationery 101.23 

Heating   40.00 

Binding    462.87 

Salaries 3.421.25     $  4,292.89 

CANAL  BRANCH 

General    Expense ._       520.72 

Printing   and    Stationery 102.03 

Heating    44.50 

Binding    610.10 

Salaries    3.400.90        4.678.25 

DRYADE8   BRANCH 

General    Expense 150.08 

Printing  and  Stationery 77.96 

Heating   ._ 48.00 

Binding    

Salaries    3.050.65        3,326.69     $89,938.64 

Balance    $  1,602.02 

Balance  in  Banks: 

Marine  Bank  &  Trust  Co $  1.026.74 

Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co 575.28  $  1,602.02 


SIMON  HERNSHEIM  FUND 


RECEIPTS 


Balance    from    1926 $      124.65 

Interest.   Board    of   Liquidation    Trustees 1.480.00     $  1,604.65 

DISBURSBMEJNTS 
Books     - I  1.523.42     $  1,523.42 


Balance  In  Hibernia  Bunk $       81.23 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS. 

Secretary-Treasurer, 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

by  the 

AMERICAN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION    COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Annual  Library  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1927. 
Name  of  Library — New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
City   or  Town — New   Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 
Terms  of  Use — ^Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 
Number  of  Branches — ^Five. 
Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central    Library 354 

Branches  _- —  303 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central    Library 76 

Branches  66 

Adults     Children      Total 

Number   of   volumes   at   beginning   of  year     182,945      43.838     226,783 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 
by  purchase 6,822         4,883       11,705 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 
by  gift- 594  37  631 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 
ing the  year 2.544        1.507         4,051 

Total  number  of  volumes   at   end   of   year 

(count    bound    books    only) 187.817       47,251     236,068 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for 
home   use 406,149     151,661     557,810 

Number    of    volumes    lent    for    home    use 

(A.  L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circulation) __     515.600     252,640     768.240 

RECEIPTS  FROM  PAYMENTS   FOR 

Unexpended    balance—!      665.14       Books    $18,156.79 

Local  taxation    (city  ap-  Periodicals 1,373.90 

propriation)      76,245.00      Binding   4,261.56 

State   grants None  Salaries.  Library  service  48,474.10 

Endowment     funds 5,680.00  Salaries,  Janitor    service     9,096.00 

Membership    fees None  Lights   (included  in  city 

Finos   and    sale    of   pub-  contract)     None 

lication    8.666.51       Rent   None 

Duplicate    collection None  Permanent    investments     1.972.05 

(lifts     None          Other    expenses 8.127.66 

Other   sources 1,888.66       Balance    on    hand 1.683.25 


$93,145.31  $93,145.31 

Number  of  prints   loaned    for   home   use None 

Number  of  music   rolls   loaned   for  home  use None 

Number  of  new   borrowers  registered   during  the  year 12,893 

Number  of  newspapers     and     periodicals     currently     received 

(titles  not  includins:  State  or  Federal   publications) 357 

Number  of  persons    using    library   for   reading    and    study 179,433 
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CIRCULATION  IN  1927 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Total  Circulation,  1927 


TABLE  1 


Central  Royal  Algiers  Napoleon    Canal    Dryades 

Library  Branch  Branch    Branch    Branch  Branch     Totals 

Home    Use-  364.612  81,392     53.744     145,055       91,322     32.115     768.240 

Library  Use     50,004  23.215     15,711       28,286       23,417       7,952     148,585 


Total.. 414,616     104,607     69.455     173,341     114,739     40,067     916,825 

Annual  Circulation,  Central  Library  and  Branches 

1915-1927 


TABLE  2 

Central 

Royal 

Algiers 

Napoleon 

Canal 

Dryades 

Library 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

Branch 

1915 

238.786 

74.160 

39.528 

77.761 

65.269 

^  ^  ^  ^  , ^  ^ 

1916 

240.450 

72.854 

39.928 

77.516 

68,854 

17,533 

1917 

230.727 

71.734 

35,554 

78.529 

62,633 

21.740 

1918 

203.167 

65,977 

35.547 

75.282 

65,429 

22.565 

1919 

215.142 

64.370 

36,759 

72,961 

66,716 

22.025 

1920 

219,167 

68,183 

46.337 

58,673 

69.336 

18,907 

1921 

250,053 

74,762 

53,355 

70,278 

72.393 

22.233 

1922 

279,860 

82.656 

64.019 

91.360 

81.914 

26.188 

1923 

289,534 

82.691 

59.753 

102.274 

93,822 

30.763 

1924 

330.836 

84,474 

61.591 

122,297 

103.331 

31,299 

1925 

363.555 

03.847 

63.518 

149.589 

109,540 

40,160 

1926 

385,758 

97.724 

65.708 

169.180 

111,499 

42,448 

1927 

414,616 

104,607 

69.455 

173.341 

114,739 

40.067 

Total  Annual  Circulation,  1905-1927 


TABLE  3 


1905 99.100 

1906 98.749 

1907 97,316 

1908 245.559 

1909 — 325.0.57 

1910 350,746 

1911. 400.397 

1912 — - 472.868 

1913 447,403 

1914 488,411 

1915 495,504 


1916 517.125 

1917 500.918 

1918 467.967 

1919 477,974 

1920 480.603 

1921 543.074 

1922 625.997 

1923 658,857 

1924 733.828 

1925 820.209 

1926 872.317 

1927 91G.S25 
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Circulation  of  Adult  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 

Branches    1923-1927 

TABLE  4 

1923            1924            1925  19i<  1927 

Central    Library. ...     136.877       157.698       166.185  175.136  19«,»* 

Royal    Branch 40.637         41,946         47.473  49.069  62.284 

Algiers  Branch 28.029         29.S95         29.944  31.232  35.381 

Naiioleon  Dranch...      66.980         71.S91         82.482  93.647  90.818 

Canal    Branch B2.272          67.185          57.731  57,818  58.506 

Dryaden  Branch 6.106           6,529          9,278  9,985  9.228 

Totals 319.901        3GB.147        393.091  416,887  442.511 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Ficticm,  Central  Library 

and  Branches  1923-1927 

TABLE  5 

1923             1924             1925  1926  1927 

Central    Library 38.633         43.111         51.364  55,706  60,196 

19.4E9          20,162          22.684  24,897  27.661 

g                              16.800          17.188          18.399  19.020  19.378 

...       21.257          21.415          27.459  29.405  30.337 

21.118          22.766          24.692  26.077  27,183 

DryarifiB   Branch 7.153            7.507          11.623  12.086  10.642 

Totals 124.320        132.149        156,221  186.191  176.297 

Total  Circulation  of  Fiction,  Central  Library  and 
Branches  1923-1927 
TABLE  0 

1923             1924             1925  182G  1927 

Cenlral    Library 174.410        200.809        217.547  230.842  256.490 

Royal    Branch 80,096          62,108          70.157  73.966  79.845 

Algiers  Branch 44.829         47.083         48.343  50.252  54,759 

Napoleon   Branch   ._       78.237          93.309        109.941  123.052  121,156 

Canal    Branch 73.390          79,951          S2.423  82,895  85,689 

DrvadeH   Branch 13,259          14.036          20.901  22,071  19.870 


Totals 444.221        497.296  549.312  583,078  617.808 

Circulation  of  Adult  Non-Ficti<m,  Central  Library, 
1923-1927 

TABLE  7 

1923             1924  1925  1926  1927 

C.'neral    works 9.:i37            9.623  9.558  8.692  7.561 

I'hilosoiihy   4.S1S           5.180  5.541  5.215  5.819 

RfllRlon 2.R60            3.65G  3.9R5  3,875  i.OfiS 

Siic'ioloftv    ll>..t62          11.924  11.510  12.363  12.76T 

I'hlloloKy     I,7.'i9            1.801  2.051  1.S99  1.822 

Natural   Scifncf 4.(l7fi            4,71!)  5.436  5.371  5.613 

I'sefnl    arts llt.2))6          1(1.360  10.105  10.718  10.995 

P'ino    artH H.:!-lil            6.792  6.976  7.395  9.10! 

Lllcralurf     21. Ml           20,555  20.125  2L593  22.SG1 

lllslorv.   travel. 

l.ioKniiihy 1S,:1TI)          21,lii7  21.205  24.007  26.347 

Totals K9,849          95.777  96.492  101,128  106,456 
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Circulation  of  Adult  Non-Fiction,  Branches,  1927 

TABLE  8 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General   Works 407  615  2,952  1,809  17 

Philosophy    -          136  184  1.518  198  743 

Religion   296  156  1,717  681  268 

Sociology 917  329  2,658  1,335  2.342 

Philology 104  43  1.516  136  214 

Natural  science 339  176  2.278  469  1,056 

Useful  arts 418  345  2,586  887  1.172 

Pine  arts —          461  270  2,524  972  1.257 

Literature    — 1.531  913  4.525  3.858  1.376 

History   travel 

biography    .1 1.403  1,059  5,028  2.695  1.387 

M^i^B^^^^^^^B^  ^M^B^^^l^^^H^rt  ^^^^^B^BM^^^^M  ^-^^^^B^iM^^^  ^B^^^^M^^MM^M^ 

Totals 6,012  4,090  27,302  13,040  9,831 

Circulation  of  Juvenile  Non-Fiction,  Central  Library, 

1923-1927 

TABLE  9 

1923  1924  1925  1926  1927 

General    works 722  913  1.367  1.084  1,488 

Philosophy 46  103  118  174.  117 

Religion 936  890  1.590  1.651  1.340 

Sociology 8.925  11,018  13.135  16,159  17,592 

Philology    715  

Natural    science 2.061  2,672  4.226  3.027  3,324 

Useful    arts 1.713  2.126  2.312  2.496  2,410 

Pine    arts 1.946  2..'>82  2.586  2,638  2,454 

Literature    —        3.972  7.192  13.455  14.746  11,896 

History,  travel, 

biography 4,954  6,754  10,012  10,913  11,050 

Totals 25,275  34.250  49,516  53,788  51,671 

Circulation   of  Juvenile    Non-Fictioi^ 

Branches,  1927 

TABLE  10 

Royal  Algiers  Napoleon  Canal  Dryades 

Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch  Branch 

General    works 0  560  928  336  0 

Philosophy 31  45  456  37  799 

Religion 532  308  1.009  784  589 

Sociology    7,967  4.618  7.166  7,138  2,871 

Philology     

Natural    science 1.355  546  3,755  742  1.034 

Useful    arts 1.02:}  421  2.603  820  1.119 

Pine    arts 1.261  657  2.256  1.139  1,224 

Literature    3,150  1,677  2.JKS3  2.628  1,3,36 

History,  travel, 

biography 3,431  1,772  3.728  2.386  1.394 

Totals 18,750  10,604  24,884  16,010  10,366 
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Total  Circulation  of  Noo-Fiction,  Central  Library 

and  Branches,   1923-1927 

TABLE  11 


1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Central  Library 

115.124 

130.027 

146.008 

154.916 

158.126 

Royal  Branch 

22.595 

22.366 

23.690 

23.758 

24.762 

Algiers  Branch 

14.924 

14.508 

15.175 

15.456 

14.694 

Napoleon  Branch.. 

24.037 

28.988 

39.648 

46.128 

52.186 

Canal  Branch 

20.432 

23.380 

27,117 

28.604 

29.050 

Dryades  Branch 

17.504 

17.263 

19.259 

20.377 

20.197 

Totals 214.616        236.532        270.897        289.239        299,015 

Classification   of   Books   Accessioned,    1923-1927 


1923 

General    works 322 

Philosophy   148 

Religion 221 

Sociology    1.220 

Philology _  14 

Natural    science 358 

Useful    arts 544 

Fine    arts 529 

Literature     810 

Travel    403 

Biography 380 

History    691 

Fiction 5,455 


-•- 


TABLE  12 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

493 

285 

254 

213 

192 

176 

286 

119 

160 

271 

395 

156 

1.227 

769 

1.908 

1.216 

107 

89 

57 

32 

514 

378 

546 

379 

525 

592 

845 

334 

492 

494 

505 

352 

1,366 

1.290 

1,239 

589 

267 

359 

602 

499 

442 

506 

544 

391 

452 

428 

574 

295 

8,669 

6.780 

9,486 

7.762 

Totals 11,195  14.906  12,417  17,241  12,336 


CENTRAL  LIBRARY  AND  BRANCHES 


Money  Received  from  Fines  and  Pamphlets,  1927 

TABLE   13 

Central    Library $6,341.30 

Royal    Branch 700.23 

Alfiiors    Branch 388.86 

Napoleon    Branch 475.66 

Tanal  Branch 694.46 

Dryades    Hranch 66.00 


Total $8,666.51 
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Number  of  Readers  in  Reference,  Reading  and   News- 
paper Rooms,  Central  Library,   1923-1927 

TABLE  14 

1923  1924  1925        -1926  1927 

Week  Days — 
Reference    and     Reading 

Rooms -—  52.349       53.996       56.797       60,429       59,439 

Newspaper    Room 51.369       58,457       59.321       57,393       54,089 

Sundays — 
Reference    and     Reading 

Rooms   2.609         2.764         2,429         2.526         2.708 

Newspaper    Room 2.935         3.336         3,196         3,474         3.387 

Totals    — 109.262     118.553     121,743     123,822     119,623 
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S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS  SAMUEL  A.  TRUE  ANT 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 

ARTHUR  J.  O'KEEFE  ALFRED  WELLBORN 

CHARLES  J.  RIVET  WILSON  WILLIAMS 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,       T.  SEMMES  WALMSLEY, 

President  Chairman  Ex-Officio 
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•Resigned.    ••Transferred  to  Nix  Branch  in  December. 


Growth  of  New  Orleans  Public  Library  in  Twenty  Years 


Number  of  Books 

Accessible  to  Readers I  100,112 

Borrowers'  Cards  | 

in  Use  at  End  of  Year 17,044 

Total  Circulation  ! 

of  Books  for  the  Year I  350,746 


170,582 

21,531 

486,605 


254,675 

54,528 

1,030,421 


NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Main  Library  Building 

1031  St.  Charles  Avenue,  at  Lee  Circle 

Open  week  days  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. 

Sundays  9  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m. 

Branch  Libraries 

Open  9  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.  week  days 

Royal  Branch,  Royal  and  Frenchmen  Streets 

Algiers  Branch,  Pelican  Ave.  and  Belleville  St. 

Napoleon  Branch,  Napoleon  Ave.  and  Magazine  St. 

Canal  Branch,  Canal  and  South  Gayoso  Sts. 

Nix  Branch,  S.  Carrollton  Avenue  and  Willow  St. 

Dryades  Branch  (Colored),  Dryades  and  Philip  Sts. 

Dryades  Branch  open  Sundays  2  to  5  p.  m. 

Other  Branches  are  not  open  on  Sundays. 
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New  Orleans,  February  27,  1931. 

To  the  Hon.  T.  Semmes  Walmsley,  Mayor,  and  Members  of 
the  Commission  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Gentlemen : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  Report  of  the  New 
Orleans  Public  Library  for  the  year  1930. 

We  desire  to  direct  your  particular  attention  to  the  great 
progress  of  our  Library.  In  the  year  1903  the  Report  of 
the  Librarian  shows  53,933  books ;  according  to  our  Report 
for  the  year  1930  there  are  upon  the  shelves  of  the  Library 
254,675  books. 

The  number  of  books  borrowed  for  circulation,  according 
to  the  same  report  for  the  year  1903,  for  that  year  was 
107,697.  The  number  of  books  borrowed  during  last  year 
was  1,030,421,  almost  ten  times  as  many. 

The  number  of  books  accessioned  during  last  year  by 
purchase  was  13,949. 

In  the  year  1903  the  Library  had  only  one  home,  "the 
Main  Library,"  with  one  room.  Today  an  artistic  building 
with  many  rooms  graces  St.  Charles  Avenue,  the  generous 
gift  of  a  literary  enthusiast,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  and  six 
branches  are  its  proud  assistants,  five  being  donated  by  the 
same  philanthropist,  and  the  last,  the  Carrollton  Branch, 
was  erected  by  the  city  on  a  site  donated  by  our  Doctor  Jas. 
T.  Nix  and  his  brothers.  Yet  the  cry  is  for  more  Libraries. 
While  the  front  portion  of  the  city,  up  and  down  town,  has 
its  Libraries,  the  rear  portion  and  the  lower  district  are 
without  this  advantage.  Additional  Libraries  are  required 
along  Broad  Street  and  to  the  West  thereof,  and  down  in 
the  Third  District. 

We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
Librarian's  Report  which  calls  for  more  book  si>ace  and 
shelves  in  the  Main  Library,  and  necessary  repairs  to  the 


Branch  Libraries.  Of  course,  that  is  beyond  the  ability  of 
this  Board  to  do  without  your  assistance  or  a  greater  appro- 
priation, which  we  beseech  from  you. 

If,  after  reading  this  Report,  you  find  the  Board  worthy 
of  praise,  which  I  hope  you  will,  please  tell  your  friends. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  find  fault,  please  tell  us;  for 
which  we  will  not  take  offense,  but,  on  the  contrary  try  to 
do  better,  with  your  assistance.  Of  course,  we  shall  find 
critics. 

"The  little  fleas  that  do  us  tease. 
Have  other  fleas  to  bite  'em. 
And  they  in  turn,  have  other  fleas 
So  on  ad  infinitum." 

I  cannot  conclude  these  remarks  without  rendering 
praise  where  praise  is  due.  I  refer  to  the  seven  active 
members  of  the  Board.  They  have  been  diligent  and  im- 
partial. No  meeting  of  the  Board  has  ever  failed  for  want 
of  a  quorum,  and  they  have  not  been  found  wanting  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
able  and  conscientious  Librarian  and  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Great  praise  is  due  to  the  members  of  the  staff,  who  have 
been  punctual  in  their  attendance  and  faithful  in  their 
arduous  work.  They  have  given  such  a  good  name  to  the 
position  of  "Assistant  Librarian"  that  the  applications  for 
the  position  are  more  numerous  than  we  can  grant,  much 
to  our  regret. 

The  secret  of  our  success  in  the  past  and  the  assurance 
of  our  progress  in  the  future  is  the  harmony  that  has  ex- 
isted between  us  all,  officers  and  employees.  With  the 
continuance  of  that  harmony,  and,  last  but  not  least,  with 
your  moral  support  and  increased  financial  assistance  we 
will  continue  to  make  a  record  of  which  you  and  we  shall 
be  proud. 

With  assurance  of  our  loyalty  and  regard  and  with  best 
wishes  for  your  individual  and  official  success,  we  remain, 
I  for  all  of  us, 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

New  Orleans,  February  27,  1931. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors,   New   Orleans 
Public  Library: 

Gentlemen : 

There  is  everywhere  evidence  that  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  are  taking  greater  interest  than  ever  before  in  the 
Public  Library,  and  are  expecting  more  and  better  service. 
Business  and  professional  men  in  constantly  increasing 
numbers  are  calling  upon  the  library  for  assistance  and 
information  that  will  help  them  solve  business  problems 
and  keep  them  informed  as  to  new  ideas  and  new  methods 
that  are  being  suggested  or  applied  in  other  sections  or 
other  countries.  Men  and  women,  young  and  old,  in  all 
walks  of  life,  are  coming  to  the  library  for  reading  matter 
of  every  kind,  and  the  facilities  of  the  library  are  being  used 
by  the  students  of  schools  and  universities  more  than  ever 
before.  There  is  a  steadily  increasing  demand  for  books 
from  the  lower  and  intermediate  grades  of  the  public  schools 
that  taxes  our  facilities  to  the  limit.  The  juvenile  depart- 
ment, the  reference  department,  the  open  stacks  and  the 
magazine  and  newspaper  rooms  of  the  Main  Library  are 
attracting  more  readers  than  heretofore,  and  what  is  true 
of  the  Main  Library  is  also  true  of  each  of  the  branches. 

The  Public  Library  can  now,  for  the  first  time,  report 
the  circulation  of  more  than  a  million  books  in  one  year — 
the  total  circulation  for  1930  being  1,030,421.  Of  this 
number,  861,559  were  taken  for  reading  in  the  home  and 
168,862  were  read  in  the  library.  The  Main  Library  sup- 
plied 468,413  volumes  for  home  reading  and  66,817  for 
library  use.  The  number  of  readers  in  the  reference  de- 
partment, magazine  and  newspaper  reading  rooms  of  the 
Main  Library  was  148,297. 
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Borrowers'  cards  were  issued  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
a  thousand  per  month,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  there 
were  54,528  such  cards  in  use,  an  increase  of  12,130  over 
the  previous  year. 

More  than  twenty  thousand  pieces  of  first-class  mail 
were  sent  out  of  the  Main  Library  during  the  past  year. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  Public  Library  system  is  best 
told  in  comparative  figures:  At  the  end  of  1910  there  were 
100,112  books  in  the  Main  Library  and  branches,  17,044 
borrowers'  cards  in  use,  and  the  circulation  for  that  year 
was  350,746.  In  1920  there  were  170,582  books,  21,531 
borrowers'  cards  and  the  circulation  480,603.  In  1930  there 
were  254,675  books,  54,528  borrowers'  cards,  and  the  circu- 
lation 1,030,421. 

Books  accessioned  in  1930  numbered  16,387;  discarded 
and  lost  9,381.  In  the  Main  Library  and  branches  at  the 
close  of  1930  there  were  254,675  volumes  available  to  read- 
ers. There  were  also  United  States  documents  on  deposit 
to  the  number  of  10,054  bound  volumes  and  40,414  pam- 
phlets, and  more  than  twelve  hundred  bound  volumes  and 
pamphlets  of  State  and  City  Documents. 

During  the  year  a  card  index  was  made  of  every  book 
in  the  library  not  listed  in  the  catalogue  or  among  the  State 
and  United  States  documents.  This  card  index  included  all 
gifts,  surplus  stock,  books  dealing  with  library  matters, 
etc.,  and  totaled  more  than  eight  thousand, volumes. 

The  library  subscribed  to  241  magazines  and  periodicals 
and  received  101  as  gifts.  Thirty-four  newspapers  -were 
subscribed  for  ^nd  18  received  as  gift3.> 

The  most  notable  gift  of  books  rec6ived''idui4hg  the 
year  Was  thd  W.  0.  Hart  collection  of  DickSis '^nd  Thack- 
eray (I09T  bound  volumes  and  a  large  *iftttiib©r  of  paper 
covered 'books  And  pamphlets) ;  Mf.  G.  AV^Pfeifler%'*gift'Of 
"Nippon"  (four  volumes  of  which  h&ve  be^n  received -and 
the  fifth  expected  soon) ;  a  cDllectioVi  Of  M^xiean  bdckspre- 
sented  by  publishers  of  Mexico  through  Mr.  A.  C.  Amador, 
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consul  of  Mexico  at  New  Orleans,  and  a  number  of  books 
given  at  different  times  by  Mrs.  George  Denegre.  There 
was  an  unusually  large  number  of  gifts  by  individuals, 
some  of  them  anonymous. 

The  new  Nix  Branch  Library,  at  Carrollton  Avenue  and 
Willow  Street,  was  opened  with  a  reception  to  the  public  on 
the  evening  of  November  29.  Vice-President  Charles  J. 
Rivet  presided,  as  Judge  Charles  F.  Claiborne,  the  presi- 
dent, was  unable  to  attend  because  of  illness.  Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Waguespack,  Mr.  Wellborn  and  Mr.  Livaudais  of  the 
Library  Board  and  members  of  the  library  staff  were  pres- 
ent. Speeches  were  made  by  Mayor  Walmsley,  Commis- 
sioner Earhart,  Dr.  James  T.  Nix  and  other  prominent  resi- 
dents of  the  Carrollton  section  of  New  Orleans.  Many 
beautiful  flowers  were  received.  There  was  a  large  attend- 
ance of  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  city,  and  many  ex- 
pressed surprise  and  pleasure  at  the  beauty  and  complete- 
ness of  the  new  library.  The  building,  erected  by  the  city 
at  a  cost  of  $30,000,  on  a  site  given  by  Dr.  James  T.  Nix, 
Mr.  John  D.  Nix,  Jr.,  and  Major  Ralph  R.  Nix,  is  of  red 
tapestry  brick  with  a  white  stone  trim.  This  branch  was 
opened  December  1  for  service  to  the  public,  with  10,902 
books,  a  very  complete  equipment  of  new  furniture  and 
fixtures  and  excellent  lighting  and  heating  systems.  It  has 
proved  to  be  wonderfully  located  for  service  to  a  large  and 
thickly  populated  section  of  New  Orleans.  The  circulation 
of  books  the  first  month  totaled  9,890  volumes. 

Serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  securing  addi- 
tional branches  for  the  library  system.  New  Orleans  has 
grown  tremendously  since  five  of  the  present  branches  were 
erected,  and  now  large  residential  areas,  thickly  populated, 
have  no  contact  with  the  library.  The  rerouting  of  street 
car  lines  and  the  congestion  of  auto  traffic  cause  many 
persons  who  would  be  glad  to  make  use  of  the  Main  Library 
and  its  branches  to  forego  that  pleasure.  As  soon  as  possi- 
ble a  branch  should  be  established  where  it  could  best  serve 
that  part  of  the  city  lying  back  of  Claiborne  Avenue  and 
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above  the  New  Basin  Canal.  Another  branch  in  the  rear 
of  the  lower  section  of  the  city  would  find  an  excellent  field 
of  usefulness.  If  a  station  for  the  circulation  of  books 
could  be  maintained  in  or  near  the  heart  of  the  retail  busi- 
ness district  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  very  popular  with  the 
people  of  New  Orleans. 

Three  of  the  branches  were  thoroughly  renovated  and 
repaired  during  the  year.  The  interiors  of  the  Royal,  Al- 
giers and  Dryades  branches  were  painted,  the  furniture 
cleaned  and  polished  and  a  new  system  of  lighting  installed 
in  each  of  them.  The  roofs  of  the  Royal  and  Dryades 
branches  required  considerable  work.  At  the  Algiers 
branch  the  old  shelving  was  cleaned  and  polished  and  new 
shelves  added,  providing  facilities  for  better  displaying  and 
caring  for  the  books.  New  steel  shelves  were  added  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Royal,  Canal  and  Dryades  branches.  New 
Catalogue  cabinets  were  placed  in  four  of  the  branches  and 
the  catalogues  of  all  branches  were  thoroughly  revised. 

The  Librarian  has  given  much  time  and  attention  to  the 
branches,  and  the  results  have  been  very  gratifying.  Each 
month  at  least  two  of  the  heads  of  departments  in  the  Main 
Library  visit  the  branches,  to  study  their  problems,  to  check 
their  shelves  or  their  catalogues  and  advise  with  the  libra- 
rians in  charge.  This  has  brought  the  Main  Library  and 
branches  closer  together  and  proved  beneficial  to  both. 

The  attention  given  to  the  Dryades  Branch  during  the 
year  has  brought  very  satisfactory  results.  This  work  was 
not  undertaken  until  summer.  Then  the  library  was  thor- 
oughly renovated,  the  shelves  carefully  culled  for  discard- 
ing and  rebinding,  new  books  added  and  the  librarians  sent 
to  a  summer  school  at  Spelman  College,  Atlanta.  The  train- 
ing received  by  the  librarians  at  the  summer  school  is  re- 
flected in  their  work,  which  is  much  better  than  it  was 
before  they  had  this  training.  The  branch  is  becoming 
more  widely  known  and  more  popular  among  the  better 
class  of  negroes.  The  auditorium  is  in  almost  constant  use 
for  meetings  of  various  kinds.     The  book  circulation  has 
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increased  from  3,000  per  month  to  more  than  5,000  in  De- 
cember. The  demand  for  borrowers'  cards  is  steadily  grow- 
ing, 666  such  cards  being  issued  during  1930  and  most  of 
these  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  The  Harmon 
collection  of  negro  art  (paintings,  etchings  and  statuary), 
was  exhibited  for  eight  days  in  the  library  during  October 
and  attracted  several  thousand  visitors,  many  of  them  white 
persons.  The  library  is  kept  clean  and  attractive,  the  books 
in  proper  order  and  splendid  discipline  is  maintained.  Close 
supervision  is  given  to  this  branch  by  the  librarian  and 
members  of  the  Main  Library  Staff. 

The  work  of  the  public  library  should  be  not  only  to 
supply  books  to  those  who  read,  but  also  to  encourage  the 
quest  of  knowledge  and  to  create  in  the  community  a  love 
for  books — a  desire  to  read.  In  other  words,  constantly  to 
be  making  new  readers  for  books.  It  is  realized  that  one 
cannot  begin  too  early  to  inculcate  in  the  child  the  love  of 
books,  and  that  the  vast  majority  of  adult  book  readers  owe 
their  love  for  books  to  the  encouragement  and  training  they 
received  during  childhood,  either  from  the  parent  or  the 
teacher. 

In  1922  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  adopted  a  plan 
for  circulating  books  in  the  grammar  schools.  This  work  is 
directed  by  the  head  of  the  Juvenile  department.  Through 
the  efforts  of  the  library  workers  and  the  interest  of  teach- 
ers, supervisors  and  parents,  excellent  progress  has  been 
made.  In  this  way  about  90,000  books  were  circulated  last 
year.  Every  book  taken  from  the  library  for  school  use  is 
charged  on  an  individual  borrower's  card.  The  teacher 
assumes  responsibility  for  these  books,  gives  her  time  to 
their  distribution,  sees  that  they  are  properly  cared  for,  and 
that  they  are  returned  to  the  library.  Fines  are  paid  on 
all  delinquent  books,  and  all  books  lost  are  paid  for  by  the 
individual  at  fault. 

Many  adults  come  to  know  the  library  and  to  understand 
its  service  through  this  work  in  the  schools.    In  many  cases 
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the  books  taken  home  from  the  school  by  the  child  are  read 
by  the  parents. 

The  demand  for  borrowers'  cards  and  the  steady  in- 
crease in  circulation  has  greatly  added  to  the  work  of  the 
registration  department,  making  it  necessary  at  times  to 
provide  additional  help.  This  department  handles  all  the 
borrowers  and  guarantors  cards,  the  notices  to  delinquent 
book  borrowers,  all  the  correspondence  of  the  library  and 
prepares  all  statistical  reports  of  the  activities  of  the 
library.  New  filing  cabinets  and  another  typewriter  should 
be  provided  for  this  department. 

The  Catalogue  Department  handled  a  great  volume  of 
work  during  the  year.  Besides  the  regular  work  of  cata- 
loguing books  for  the  Main  Library  and  branches,  it  pre- 
pared several  thousand  volumes  for  the  Nix  Branch,  revised 
the  catalogues  in  each  of  the  branches,  replaced  more  than 
60,000  old  cards  with  new  Library  of  Congress  cards  in  the 
Main  Library  catalogue,  handled  an  unusually  heavy 
amount  of  discarding  from  the  branches,  and  at  various 
times  during  the  year  provided  substitutes  for  work  in  the 
Main  Library  and  branches.  This  department  typed  all 
orders  for  new  books  and  prepared  each  month  a  list  of  new 
books  for  publication  in  the  newspapers  and  another  list, 
with  notes  and  criticism,  for  publication  in  a  bulletin. 

More  calls  are  being  made  upon  the  reference  depart- 
ment than  ever  before,  and  the  work  has  increased  to  where 
it  is  impossible  for  one  attendant  to  properly  care  for  it. 
The  librarian  has  recently  arranged  for  two  members  of  the 
staff  to  give  to  this  department  all  of  their  time,  but  even 
this  increase  leaves  the  department  with  a  single  attendant 
during  the  forenoon  and  at  night.  There  should  be  a  third 
attendant  in  this  department.  New  shelves  should  be  pro- 
vided, to  properly  take  care  of  the  books  of  this  department. 

Serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  possibility 
of  adding  to  the  main  building  a  mezzanine  floor.  This 
would  provide  additional  si>ace  for  shelves  and  for  other 
needed  departments  in  the  reference  and  juvenile  rooms. 
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It  can  be  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  add  to  the  beauty  of 
the  room,  as  well  as  neatly  to  increase  its  facilities  for 
usefulness.  As  the  work  of  all  the  departments  on  this 
floor  is  steadily  increasing,  and  the  number  of  volumes  in 
each  is  growing,  there  is  an  insistent  demand  for  more  shelf 
space  and  for  seats  and  tables  for  patrons  using  the  library. 
Attention  also  should  be  given  to  the  lighting  of  these  de- 
partments. The  system  installed  twenty-five  years  ago  has 
long  been  obsolete  and  inadequate.  A  new  and  modem 
system  of  lighting  would  add  much  to  the  appearance  of 
the  departments  and  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  readers 
in  the  library. 

The  Magazine  room  is  frequently  crowded  beyond  its 
seating  capacity,  and  the  Newspaper  reading  room  is  show- 
ing a  steadily  increasing  attendance  of  readers. 

Much  work  was  done  in  the  Stacks  department  during 
the  year  in  the  way  of  rearranging  the  books  to  make  them 
more  easily  available  to  the  readers  and  easier  for  the  staff 
to  handle. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  eight  to  ten  thousand  volumes  per  year.  There  is 
not  sufficient  shelf  space  in  the  Main  Library  to  care  proph 
erly  for  all  the  books  now  on  hand.  It  is  imperative  that 
some  provision  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  to  remedy  this 
condition,  and  to  provide  for  the  natural  increase  that  will 
come  with  each  passing  year.  Another  tier  of  shelves 
should  be  placed  above  the  present  equipment  of  the  Stacks 
department.  This  would  take  care  of  the  books  provided 
for  borrowers  and  give  much-needed  space  in  the  lower  tiers 
for  government  and  state  documents,  gifts,  surplus  stock 
and  other  books  that  now  are  stuck  away  in  every  available 
space  to  be  found  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  Main  Library. 
It  also  would  make  it  possible  better  to  safeguard  the  prop- 
erty of  the  library  and  reduce  the  number  of  books  stolen. 
This  problem  of  theft  is  one  that  every  library  has  to  deal 
with,  and  one  that  appears  to  be  growing  in  New  Orleans. 
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Attention  should  be  given  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
those  employees  whose  work  keeps  them  constantly  on  the 
lower  concrete  floors  of  the  Main  Library.  It  is  evident 
that  the  young  ladies  employed  in  the  Catalogue  department 
and  the  Mending  department  lose  much  time  because  of 
colds  and  other  ailments  that  may  be  traceable  to  the  fact 
that  they  are  constantly  on  low  concrete  floors. 

The  Napoleon  Branch  was  closed  December  1  for  ex- 
tensive repairs  made  necessary  by  termites.  When  this 
work  is  completed  the  building  will  be  practically  a  new 
structure  except  for  the  outside  walls.  An  entirely  new 
system  of  lights  will  be  installed,  the  shelves,  desks,  tables, 
and  chairs  cleaned  and  polished,  and  steel  shelves  will  re- 
place the  old  wooden  floor  shelves.  The  books  are  to  be 
carefully  gone  over  for  discarding  and  rebinding  and  many 
new  volumes  will  be  added.  This  work  will  probably  not  be 
completed  before  the  first  of  April. 

The  roof  of  the  Canal  Branch  should  have  immediate 
attention  and  the  interior  of  the  building  should  be  painted. 
A  new  lighting  system  should  be  installed  there. 

The  Librarian  wishes  to  commend  the  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  Main  Library  and  each  of  the  branches  for  their 
loyalty  to  the  library,  their  untiring  efforts  to  give  good 
service  to  the  public,  and  their  hearty  co-operation  in  every 
undertaking  for  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  the 
library  system.  He  also  wishes  to  thank  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  D.  MOORE, 

Librarian. 
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Financial  Statement  for  1928 


GENERAL   FUND 

RECEIPTS 

General  Fund  Balance  from  1927 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation $76 

Interest  on  Daily  Balance 

Bourbon   Street    Property    Rental 4 

Miscellaneous.  Sales   Waste  ]*apor,  etc 

Investments — Interest   on  Bonds,  etc 

Fine? — Main  Library   6 

Royal  Brancli  

Algiers    Branch    

Napoleon    Branch      

Canal  Branch  

Dryades    Branch    

Depositor's  Fund    

Refund  Group  Insurance  Premium 


,300.00 

77.42 

,200.00 

76.70 

350.00 

.505.40 

651.86 

420.50 

506.13 

697.14 

57.70 

129.73 

825.72 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Investments — One   $1,000.00   New    Orleans    Im- 
provement  Bond  No.  691 $ 

MAIN    LIBRARY 

Books    $14,120.47 

Periodicals     1.340.84 

Binding     3.863.81 

General  Expenses  4,643.63 

Heating    297.77 

Printing  and  Stationery  999.72 

Salaries    38.966.85 

Group  Insurance  Premium  825.72 

Contingent     124.69 

Insurance  on  Nix  Memorial  Branch...         62.50 


974.67 


65.246.00 


ROYAL   BRANCH 

General  Expenses  $      285.41 

Printing  and  Stationery  127.01 

Heating    99.00 

Binding    304.48 

Salaries    3.402.60 


4,218.50 


ALGIERS  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  $      299.24 

Printing  and  Stationery  120.51 

Heating    S9.20 

Binding    108.65 

Salaries    3,440.00 


$     1.602.02 


90,798.30 
$  92,400.32 


4.057.6J 


Amounts   carried   forward $74,496.77     $  92,400.32 
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Amounts  brought  forward $74,496.77     $  92.400.3t 

NAPOLEON   BRANCH 

General  Expenses $     2S3.65 

Printing  and  Stationery  146.26 

Heating    55.50 

Binding     241.45 

Salaries    3,434.65 

4,161.41 

CANAL  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  $      369.25 

Printing  and  Stationery  154.01 

Heating    56.00 

Binding    297.33 

Salaries    3.397.40 

Contingent     272.56 

4,546.55 

DRYADES  BRANCH 

General  Expenses  $     244.42 

Printing  and  Stationery  97.70 

Heating    70.00 

Binding     23.16 

Salaries    3,104.35 

3,539.63         86,744.36 

Balance    $     5,655.96 

Balance  in  Banks: 

Canal  Bank  &  Trust  Co $  5,424.64 

Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co 231.32 

$     5,655.96 


SIMON   HERNSHEIM   FUND 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  from  1927  $       81.23 

Interest,  Board  of  Liquidation  Trustees 1,480.00 

$     1.561.23 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Books    697.57 

Balance  in  Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  $        863.66 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  UVAUDAIS, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Financial  Statement  for  1929 


GENERAL   FUND 

RECEIPTS 

General  Fund  Balance  from  1928 $     5.655.96 

Simon   Hernsheim   Balance   from   1928 863.66 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation   (Main) $76,300.00 

City  of  N.  O.  Appropriation   (Carrollton) 7,656.65 

Interest  on  Daily  Balance  226.21 

Bourbon   Street   Property   Rental 4,200.00 

Miscellaneous.  Sales  Waste  Paper,  etc 119.53 

Investments — Interest  on  Bonds,  etc 1.110.00 

Investments — 1    City    of    N.    O.    Constitutional 

Bond  Redeemed    500.00 

Fines— Main  Library  6,014.02 

Royal  Branch  792.62 

Algiers   Branch   461.87 

Napoleon   Branch    591.30 

Canal  Branch  747.90 

Dryades   Branch    67.53 

Depositor's  Fund  160.92 

Royal  Branch,  a/c  Refund  Gen.  Expense 3.75 

Simon    Hernsheim    Fund — Interest,    Board    of 

Liquidation    1.480.00 

100.432.30 

$106,951.92 

disburseme:nts 
iviain  library 

Books    $15,379.95 

Periodicals    1,719.21 

Binding    3.178.92 

General  Expense  4,054.38 

Heating    410.40 

Printing  and  Stationery  1,103.67 

Salaries    42.027.25 

Contingent     459.91 

Insurance     257.40 

Committments,  a/c   Contracts   1929...     8.742.50 

77,333.59 

ROYAL   BRANCH 

General  Expense  $      427.73 

Printing  and  Stationery  68.35 

Heating    86.50 

Binding     390.80 

Salaries 3,376.85 

4,350.23 


Carried   forward   $81,683.82     $106,951.92 
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Brought    forward     $81,683.82     $106,951.92 

ALGIERS  BRANCH 

General  Expense  $      154.50 

Printing  and  Stationery  64.36 

Heating    81.00 

Binding     366.45  / 

Salaries    3,417.35 

4.083.66 


NAPOLEON   BRANCH 

General  Expense  $      148.71 

Printing  and  Stationery  66.72 

Heating    72.80 

Binding     476.15 

Salaries    3.284.50 


4.048.88 


CANAL  BRANCH 

General  Expense  $      281.19 

Printing  and  Stationery  76.94 

Heating    66.50 

Binding     522.55 

Salaries    3,214.60 


4,161.78 


DRYADES  BRANCH 

General  Expense  $     178.26 

Printing  and  Stationery  45.60 

Heating    87.00 

Salaries    3.019.15 


3.330.01 


NIX    MEMORIAL  BRANCH 

Books    $  4,162.00 

Books,  Outstanding  1929  Contracts..  3,253.00 

Printing  and  Stationery  66.00 

Insurance     5.00 

General  Expense  114.11 


7.600.11 


SIMON    HERNSHEIM    FUND 


Books    $      739.61     $      739.61      $105,647.87 


Balance     $     1.3O4.0:i 

Balance  on  Deposit  for  Committments  a  c  Con- 
tracts  1929    S.742.50 

Balance  on  Deposit  Outstanding  Contracts  for 

Books,   Nix   Memorial    3.253.00 


$  13.299..'>.=i 


i\ 


:  t 

! 

I 


i 
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Balance  in  Banks: 

Canal  Bank  &  Trust  Co $10,248.7 

Hlbemia  Bank  &  Trust  Co 1.446.72 

Hibemia  Bk.  &  T.  Co.,  (Hemaheim  Fund)         1,604.05 

$  13,299.55 


Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS. 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
New  Orleans,  La..  January  8th,  1930. 
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Financial  Statement  for  1930 


GENERAL   FUND 

RECEIPTS 

General  Fund  Balance  from  1929 $     2,953.00 

General  Fund  a/c  Contracts  1929 8.742.50 

City  of  N.  O.  Appropriation,  Gen.  Fund $73,120.81  ^  , 

City  of  N.  O.  Appropriation,  Nix  Branch 7,655.72  " 

Interest  on  Daily  Balance  485.66 

Bourbon  Street  Property  Rental 4.200.00 

Miscellaneous,  Sales  Waste  Paper,  etc 109.78 

Investments — Interest  on  Bonds,  etc 720.00 

Insurance,  Return  Prm.,  Nix.  Memo.  Br 39.27 

Fines — Main  Library  6,598.74 

Royal  Branch  761.08 

Algiers   Branch    451.34 

Napoleon  Branch   681.64 

Canal  Branch  745.80 

Dryades   Branch   97.51 

Nix  Memorial  Branch  14.79 

$  95,682.14 


DISBURSEMENTS  $107,377.64 

MAIN   LIBRARY 

Contracts,  1929   $  4,213.82 

Books    9,709.82 

Periodicals    1,737.27 

Binding    985.45 

General  Expenses  4,576.67 

HeaUng    ,397.32 

Printing  and  Stationery  1,116.41 

Salaries    42,245.90 

Depositor's  Fund  50.00 

$65,032.66 


Carried  forward   $65,032.66     $107,337.64 
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Brought    forward    ^05.032.00     $107,:nT.6-; 

ROYAL  BRANCH 

Salaries    $  3,264.10 

General   Expenses,   Repairs,  etc 602.15 

Heating     100.50 

Staticncry  and   Printing  124.50 

Binding     81.05 

4,172.30 


ALGIERS  BRANCH 

Salaries    $  3.330.50 

General  Expenses,   Repairs   Bldg 710.79 

Heating     62.20 

Stationery   and    Printing    130.30 

Binding     147.00 


4.3S0.7I* 


NAPOLEON   BRANCH 

Salaries    $  2,805.25 

General   Expenses,   Repairs,  etc 572.87 

Heating     43.50 

Stationerv  and   Printing 105.80 

Binding     418.05 


4.03.O.4 


CANAL  BRANCH 

Salaries    $  2,956.50 

Gt  neral   Expenses,   Repairs,  etc 398.88 

Heating    69.00 

Stationery  and   Printing  134.00 

IVnding     343.45 


3.901.8:: 


DRYADES  BRANCH 

Salaries  $  3,017.50 

General   Expenses.   Repairs,  etc. 193.59 

Heating     66.50 

Stationery  and   Printing  104.75 

PiMd?nef     293.55 

— 3.67:..S9 

NIX    MEMORIAL    BRANCH 

Salaie       $  327.00 

(Jene.al   Expanses            261.93 

Halting     56.80 

Stationery  and   Printing  80.35 

Kqiiipment.   Shelving   4,230.71 

Broks     4.329.60 


9.28r>.3:»  !M.48ri.3:'. 


Balance  $   12.892.^11 

Balance   in   Banks: 

Canal   Bank  &  Trust  Co $12,395.24 

Hihernia   Bank   &  Trust  Co 497.07 

$   12.892.31 
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STATISTICAL   TABLE   REQUESTED 

BY  THE 

AMERICAN   LIBRARY   ASSOCIATION   COMMITTEE 
ON   LIBRARY   ADMINISTRATION 


Annual  Library  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1928. 

Name  of  Library — New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

City  or  Town — New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 

Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference. 

Number  of  Branches — Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central  Librar>'  353 

Branches    302 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central  Library  76 

Branches    66 

Adults    Children   Total 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year...     187,817       47,251     235,068 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  purchase  5.618         2,278         7,896 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  gift  470  24  494 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 
ing the  year  1,862        1.580        3,442 

Total   number  of   volumes   at   end   of   year 

(count  bound  books  only) 192,043       47,973     240,016 

Number  of  volumes  of  non-fiction  lent  for 

home  use   113,146       98.069     211,216 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home 

use    425,794     153,181     578,975 

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use   (A. 

L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circulation) 538,940     251.250     790.190 

RECEIPTS   FROM  PAYMENTS   FOR 

Unexpended  balance $  1,683.25      Books  $14,818.04 

Local  taxation   (city  ap-  Periodicals   1,340.84 

propriation)    76,300.00      Binding   4,838.88 

State  grants  None  Salaries,  Library  service  46,590.85 

Endowment  fund  5.680.00  Salaries,  Janitor  service     9,155.00 

Membership  fees    None  Lights   (included  in  city 

F'ines  and  sale  of  publi-  contract)  None 

cations  8,838.73      Rent    None 

Duplicate  collection None  Permanent  improvements    None 

Gifts   None  Other  expenses  10,698.32 

Other  sources  1,459.57      Balance  on   hand 6.519.62 


Total $93,961.55  Total $93,961.55 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 12,505 

Number    of    newspapei^s    and    periodicals    currently    received 

(Titles  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 382 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study 124,661 
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STATISTICAL   TABLE    REQUESTED 

BY  THE 

AMERICAN   LIBRARY   ASSOCIATION   COMMITTEE 
ON   LIBRARY   ADMINISTRATION 


Annual  Library  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1929. 

Name  of  Library — New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

City  or  Town — New  Orleans.     State—Louisiana. 

Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.     Free  for  reference. 

Number  of  Branches — Five. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central  Library  354 

Branches    303 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending:  and  rei^diiifij: 

Central  Ln)rary  76 

Branches    66 

Adults    Children    Total 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year.  ..     192.043       47,973     240,016 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  purchase  8,242         4,348       12,590 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  gitt   991  77         l,0«:s 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 
ing  the   year 5.210  795         6.005 

Total    number   of   volumes    at    end    of   year 

(count  bound   books  only) 196,066       51.603     247.669 

Number  of  volumes   of  non-fiction   lent   for 

home   u.se 117.110       96.408     213.518 

Number  of  vohimes  of  fiction  lent  for  home 

use    433,689     150,39")     584.084 

Number  of  volumes  lent   for  home  use    (A. 

L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circulation) 550.799     246,803     797,602 

RECEIPTS   FROM  PAYMENTS   FOR 

Unexpended  balance $  6.519.62  Books  $20,281.56 

Local  taxation    (city  ap-  Periodicals    1,719.21 

propriation)    76.30().0{)  Rinding    4,934.87 

State  grants  None  Salaries,  Library  service  49.188.45 

Endowment   funds  5.680.00  Salaries.  Janitor  service     9,151.25 

Membership  fees    None  Rent      None 

Fines  and  sale  of  publi-  Lights   (inchided  in  city 

cations  » 8,675.24  contract)   None 

Duplicate  collection None  Permanent  improvements    None 

Gifts   None  Other  expenses  8,377.03 

Other  sources  9,777.06  Balance  on   hand 13,299.55 


Total $106,951.92  Total $106,951.92 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 8.991 

Number    of    newspapers    and    periodicals    currently    received 

(Titles  not  Including  State  or  Federal  publications) 416 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study 125,987 
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STATISTICAL   TABLE   REQUESTED 

BY  THE 

AMERICAN   LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION   COMMITTEE 
ON   LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Annual  Library  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1930. 

Name  of  Library — New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

City  or  Town — New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 

Terms  of  Use — Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 

Number  of  Branches — Six. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central  Library  354 

Branches    303 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central  Library  76 

Branches    66 

Adults    Children    Total 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year...     196,066       51,603     247,669 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  purchase  9,782         4,167       13.949 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  gift  2,360  78         2,438 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 
ing the  year  3,070        6,311         9,381 

Total   number  of   volumes   at  end   of  year 

(count  bound  books  only)   205.138       49,537     254,675 

Number  of  volumes  of  non-fiction   lent  for 

home  use   129,330       96,768     226,098 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home 

use    488,352     147,109     635,461 

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use   (A. 

L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circulation) 617,682     243,877     861,559 

RECEIPTS   FROM  PAYMENTS   FOR 

Unexpended  balance $13,299.55  Books  $16,095.54 

Local  taxation   (city  ap-  Periodicals   1.737.27 

propriation)    80,776.53  Binding   2,268.55 

State  grants  None  Salaries.  Library  service  49,062.80 

Endowment  funds  5,680.00  Salaries,  Janitor  service     8.973.95 

Membership  fees    None  Lights  (included  in  city 

Fines  and  sale  of  publl-  contract)   None 

cations  9,350.90  Rent None 

Duplicate  collection None  Permanent  improvements    4,815.11 

Gifts   None  Other  expenses  13,588.23 

Other  sources  1,354.71  Balance  on  hand 13.920.24 


Total $110,461.69  Total $110,461.69 

Number  of  prints  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  music  rolls  loaned  for  home  use None 

Number  of  new  borrowers  registered  during  the  year 12,130 

Number    of    newspapers    and    periodicals    currently    received 

(Titles  not  including  State  or  Federal  publications) 394 

Number  of  persons  using  the  Library  for  reading  and  study 148.297 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
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S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS  SAMUEL  A.  TRUFANT 

ANDREW  J.  McSHANE  W.  J.  WAGUESPACK 
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President  Chairman  Ex-OfFicio 
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CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman 
WILSON  WILLIAMS  CHARLES  J.  RIVET 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS 

CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE,  Chairman 
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CHARLES  F.  CLAIBORNE  Royal   Branch 
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Mrs.  Bertha  T.  Barras,  Assistant 
Miss  Claire  Younger,  Page 
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AdolpI)  Rehage,  Janitor 

Dryades  Branch   (Colored) 
Ani^  L.  Johnson.  Assistant  in  Cliarge 
Dora  E.  Gulchard,  Library  Assistant 
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Hiss  Mildred  Guthrie.  Assistant  in  Charge 
Miss  IsabeDe  Him.  Library  Assistant 
Mrs.  Pauline  McFetridge,  Page 
Vlto  Santangelo,  Janitor 


New  Orleans,  February  9,  1932. 

To  the  Honorable  T.  Semmes  Walmsley,  Mayor,  and  to  the 
Honorable  Members  of  the  Commission  Council  of 
the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Gentlemen : 

As  President  of  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library  I  take 
great  pleasure  and  pride  in  presenting  to  your  Honors  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  administration  and  condition  of  the 
Library  for  the  past  year,  1931 — ^another  year  of  marked 
prosperity  and  progress. 

The  Library  is  composed  of  a  Main  Library  at  No.  1031 
St.  Charles  Avenue  and  Lee  Circle  and  of  six  Branches. 

I  One  at  the  corner  of  Royal  and  Frenchmen ; 

II  Another  at  the  comer  of  Canal  and  South  Gayoso ; 

III  A  third  at  the  comer  of  Dryades  and  Philip,  for  the 

use  of  colored  persons ; 

IV  A  fourth  at  Napoleon  Avenue  and  Magazine ; 

V  A  fifth  at  the  comer   of   Carrollton   Avenue   and 

Willow,  and 

VI  Sixth,  in  Algiers,  at  the  corner  of  Pelican  Avenue 

and  Belleville. 

The  ground  with  the  frame  buildings  thereon  on  Carroll- 
ton  Avenue,  estimated  at  about  $20,000,  were  donated  to 
the  city  for  the  purposes  of  a  Library  by  Dr.  Jas.  T.  Nix 
and  his  brothers.  The  city  demolished  the  frame  buildings 
and  erected  upon  the  ground  an  elegant  brick  building 
adapted  to  Library  purposes  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000. 

Photographs  for  these  seven  Library  buildings  are  ad- 
vantageously reproduced  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Library. 

There  are  about  thirty-four  library  assistants  in  the 
Main  Library  together  with  two  porters  and  an  engineer, 
and  three  library  assistants  and  one  porter  in  each  of  the 
Branch  Libraries,  making  a  total  of  over  sixty  employees. 


There  is  only  one  Librarian.  He  is  expected  to  direct, 
manage,  and  control  all  these  employees  in  their  different 
occupations,  capacities,  morals  and  temperaments.  His 
labor,  his  opus  est!  No  easy  task.  With  one  exception, 
lately  developed,  peace  has  hitherto  reigned  among  these 
numerous  personalities.  Nor  had  we  previously  heard,  with 
that  single  exception,  any  adverse  criticism  on  the  manage- 
ment or  accessories  of  any  of  the  Libraries.  But  on  the 
contrary,  we  had  received  many  flattering  comments  con- 
cerning both.  But  facts  refute  adverse  criticisms.  The  re- 
markable progress  of  the  Library  is  the  best  evidence  and 
argument  in  its  favor.    "Silent,  dum  clamant." 

The  number  of  books  has  increased  from  year  to  year. 
The  number  of  borrowers  and  readers  has  followed  in  pro- 
portion. They  bear  repeating.  From  the  Librarian's  report 
for  the  years  1928-1929-1930  we  are  told  that  in  1910  there 
were  100,112  books  in  all  the  Libraries;  in  1920,  170,582;  in 
1930,  254,675;  that  in  1910  the  circulation  was  350,746;  in 
1920,  486,605;  and  in  1931,  1,063,713. 

All  this  has  been  accomplished  without  increase  of  late 
years  of  the  appropriation  by  the  city.  Nor  has  any  aug- 
mentation been  made  in  the  number  of  library  assistants,  or 
other  employees,  nor  in  their  salary. 

The  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  city  in  favor  of 
the  Library  is  about  $75,000,  while  the  Library  receives 
from  other  sources  about  $15,000. 

In  the  selection  of  books  all  possible  care  is  taken  that 
none  but  moral  literature  shall  adorn  its  shelves  or  be  circu- 
lated among  its  readers. 

With  more  money  we  could  do  better — erect  other 
Library  buildings — repair  and  improve  those  we  have. 
Quoting  from  the  Librarian's  report  of  1930  we  need  and 
have  annually  asked  for  a  more  liberal  appropriation  for 
more  shelves,  for  repairs  and  improvements  to  the  roof  and 
interior  of  existing  buildings,  and  for  a  new  lighting  system 
in  the  Main  Library  and  in  the  Canal  Street  Branch. 


In  common  with  other  libraries  we  must  guard  against 
abduction  of  our  books.  Some  of  them  are  stolen  each  year 
notwithstanding  careful  vigilance.  I  copy  the  following 
article  from  the  Times-Picayune  of  January  21 : 

"New  Haven,  Conn.,  Jan.  20 — Yale  University  librarians 
are  turning  inspectors  to  stop  book  smuggling.  Students 
using  the  library's  open  shelves  must  check  their  coats  and 
personally  owned  books  when  they  enter  the  building.  A 
turnstile  also  may  be  installed,  the  Yale  News  said  today. 
The  action  was  taken  when  a  survey  showed  250  of  9000 
new  volumes  acquired  since  the  start  of  the  school  year 
were  missing." 

We  invite  friendly  criticism  tending  to  bring  reform  or 
improvement.  If  it  is  praise,  tell  your  friends ;  if  fault  tell 
us,  in  order  that  we  may  approach  perfection. 

We  crave  not  only  the  moral  support  of  your  Honors, 
but  also  your  financial  aid  by  increased  appropriations  in 
our  favor  in  our  endeavors  to  reach  perfection  as  nearly 
as  can  be  reasonably  expected. 

With  all  due  praise  for  the  co-operation  of  the  Directors 
and  the  activities  of  the  Librarian  and  his  assistants,  and 
the  energies  of  the  other  employees,  I  close  this  report,  as 
I  said  before,  with  pleasure  and  pride. 

Assuring  your  Honors  of  our  loyalty  and  cordial  assist- 
ance, and  wishing  you  individual  and  official  success,  we 
remain,  I  for  all. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

CHAS.  F.  CLAIBORNE, 

President  New  Orleans  Public  Library. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Feb.  9,  1932. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Public 
Library  : 

Gentlemen: 

If  the  success  of  an  institution  is  to  be  measured  by  the 
service  it  gives  and  the  number  it  serves — ^and  surely 
service  to  the  people  of  the  city  must  be  the  real  aim  and 
purpose  of  a  public  library — then  the  past  year  was  the 
most  satisfactory  and  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
the  New  Orleans  Public  Library.  More  people  visited  the 
library,  more  books  were  read  in  the  library,  more  books 
were  loaned  to  the  schools  and  more  books  were  issued  for 
home  reading  than  ever  before.  In  ever-increasing  numbers, 
people  in  all  walks  of  life,  used  the  Reference  Department  to 
find  information  on  business  problems,  for  genealogical  re- 
search, in  the  preparation  of  speeches,  radio  talks,  adver- 
tising, ball  costumes,  etc.,  and  for  studies  in  schools  and 
universities.  Parents  and  teachers  called  upon  the  Juvenile 
Department  for  more  co-operation  and  assistance  in  the 
selection  of  reading  for  children.  Each  of  the  six  branches 
showed  a  healthy  and  steady  growth  in  service  to  its  par- 
ticular section  of  the  city.  The  demand  for  additional 
branch  libraries  in  sections  now  without  adequate  library 
service  showed  that  the  people  are  coming  more  and  more 
to  understand  and  appreciate  the  value  of  the  public  library 
to  the  community,  and  to  feel  the  need  of  its  service  to 
young  and  old. 

The  demands  from  the  public  have  been  greater  than 
aver  before.  Our  circulation  during  the  summer  months 
was  40  per  cent  greater  than  in  1930,  and  would  have  been 
still  higher  had  we  been  able  to  supply  new  books  in  greater 
numbers.     And  this  demand   was   not   entirely   for  light, 
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modern  fiction.  A  surprisingly  large  part  of  it  was  for  sub- 
stantial non-fiction.  There  has  been  an  impression  that 
New  Orleans  was  not  a  book-loving  or  a  book-reading  com- 
munity. This  apparently  is  all  wrong.  The  people  of  New 
Orleans  are  book-readers,  and  we  of  the  library  believe  that 
if  given  a  chance  they  will  read  as  many  books  per  capita 
as  the  people  of  any  city  in  the  country. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  the  Public  Library 
is  doing  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  through  the  schools. 
About  100,000  books  were  loaned  to  pupils  of  the  public 
schools  during  the  year.  Parochial  and  private  schools  are 
also  using  many  library  books.  High  schools,  colleges  and 
universities  send  hundreds  of  pupils  to  the  public  library  to 
get  books  for  supplemental  reading  and  also  to  use  the  Ref- 
erence Department  for  research  work.  As  this  work  is 
growing  with  each  session  of  school,  better  provision  should 
be  made  to  take  care  of  it,  for  it  is  a  very  important  part 
of  the  educational  system.  Teachers  in  every  grade  are 
realizing  more  and  more  each  year  the  value  to  the  pupil  of 
reading  books  and  of  learning  to  do  research  work.  We  are 
now  compelled  to  reduce  the  number  of  books  loaned  to 
some  of  the  public  schools  because  of  the  shortage  of  books 
for  the  lower  grades. 

The  constant  use  of  the  books  we  have  tends  to  wear 
them  out  very  fast,  and  we  have  had  to  keep  a  large  num- 
ber in  the  bindery  all  the  time,  to  make  them  available  for 
our  readers  just  as  long  as  possible.  We  should  have  more 
money  for  new  books,  for  the  replacement  of  books  lost  or 
worn  out,  and  for  rebinding  and  repairing  books. 

The  Main  Library  was  built  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 
Little  has  been  spent  on  it  in  the  way  of  repairs.  Its  light- 
ing system  is  still  of  the  vintage  of  1907,  and  is  inadequate 
for  present-day  service. 

The  Stacks  Department — where  the  books  are  kept — was 
erected  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  It  was  built  to  hold 
four  tiers  of  shelves,  but  only  three  tiers  were  then  installed. 


.  < 


t 

I 

I 


New  Orleans  Public  Library 


the  plan  being  to  add  another  tier  when  the  number  of  books 
owned  by  the  library  had  increased.  This  fourth  tier  should 
be  added  at  once,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  and  for 
the  proper  care  of  the  books.  Under  existing  conditions  we 
cannot  make  all  the  books  we  now  own  easily  available  to 
all  the  public,  and  we  cannot  take  proper  care  of  the  books, 
or  safeguard  them  against  mutilation  and  theft. 

As  every  business  measures  its  progress  by  its  increase 
of  sales  or  output,  so  the  library  must  measure  its  progress 
in  1931  by  the  service  given  through  the  circulation  of  books 
and  the  use  of  its  various  departments  by  the  public. 

During  the  past  year  the  New  Orleans  Public  Library 
loaned  1,063,713  books  for  home  reading,  and  292,923  books 
were  read  in  the  libraries.  This  shows  an  increase  of  23.46 
per  cent  in  the  number  of  books  read  in  the  homes,  and 
25.45  per  cent  increase  in  the  number  read  in  the  libraries, 
when  compared  with  the  year  1930.  The  Napoleon  Branch, 
with  an  average  monthly  circulation  of  more  than  12,000 
books,  was  closed  for  repairs  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year. 

The  rebinding  of  7,593  books  made  the  shelves  of  the 
Main  Library  and  branches  much  more  presentable  than 
they  had  been.  All  these  books  went  through  the  Main 
Library  and  were  returned  to  the  Catalog  Department  for 
new  pockets  and  cards.  The  tendency  in  all  libraries  is  to 
bind  books  in  bright  colors.  It  has  been  found  that  this 
not  only  increases  the  interest  of  readers  but  that  it  takes 
away  from  the  library  the  sombre  atmosphere  that  once 
pervaded  it. 

The  work  of  the  six  branches  was  given  particular  atten- 
tion during  the  year.  After  a  careful  study  of  the  work 
they  were  doing  the  Board  authorized  the  employment  of 
a  third  attendant  in  five  of  these  branches.  With  this  as- 
sistance the  librarians  have  been  able  to  keep  the  books  in 
better  order  and  in  better  condition  and  have  very  materially 
improved  the  service  of  the  branches  to  the  readers.  Month- 
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ly  visits  were  paid  to  each  branch  by  members  of  the  Main 
Library  staff  to  study  their  problems  and  give  such  co- 
operation as  was  possible.  This  has  proved  to  be  very  bene- 
ficial to  the- entire  library  system. 

The  recataloging  of  the  library  went  forward  at  a  rapid 
pace.  Two  new  cabinets  were  added  to  the  catalog  cases 
in  the  Main  Library.  When  these  cases  were  added  it  was 
impossible  to  undertake  the  changing  and  re-arranging  of 
the  catalog  during  regular  library  hours,  and  the  staff  of 
the  Catalog  Department  did  the  work  one  Sunday  after- 
noon, moving  the  cards,  relabeling  and  inserting  hundreds 
of  new  guide  cards  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  catalog  by 
library  patrons.  The  Catalog  Department  also  during  the 
year  made  an  analysis  of  the  plays,  collected  works  and 
biographies  in  the  library.  There  is  now  a  card  filed  alpha- 
betically giving  the  pagination,  etc.,  of  the  title  or  name  of 
each  play,  biography,  etc.,  that  may  be  sought  for.  This 
has  been  a  great  help  to  the  public  and  to  the  Stacks  De- 
partment, for  it  has  made  it  easy  to  find  every  piece  of 
material  in  the  library. 

At  the  request  of  Commissioner  Joseph  A.  Skelly,  De- 
partment of  Public  Property,  three  members  of  the  catalog 
staff  worked  two  days  in  the  Parish  Prison,  cataloging  and 
arranging  the  library  that  is  being  established  there  under 
the  direction  of  the  chaplain,  Rev.  Father  Minor. 

Numerous  calls  were  made  on  Miss  Leone,  head  of  the 
Catalog  Department,  by  persons  interested  in  starting  their 
own  libraries,  or  who  were  to  be  employed  in  school  and 
other  libraries  and  others  seeking  information  and  advice 
on  library  problems.    Assistance  was  given  to  all  of  these. 

For  the  first  time  in  three  years  an  employee  of  the 
library  died.  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Haggerty,  for  more  than  twenty 
years  in  the  service  of  the  library  and  for  several  years  in 
charge  of  the  Reference  Department,  passed  away  in  March. 
She  had  been  a  very  loyal  employee  and  was  admired  and 
loved  by  the  other  employees  in  the  library. 
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Miss  Eduarda  Jennings,  who  had  been  granted  a  leave 
of  absence  to  attend  the  Library  School  of  Drexel  Institute 
in  Philadelphia,  graduated  from  that  institution  in  June 
and  returned  immediately  to  accept  the  position  made  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Haggerty.  Under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Jennings  and  her  assistant,  Miss  Power,  the  Refer- 
ence Department  has  made  very  satisfactory  progress  and 
has  given  service  to  a  great  number  of  people. 

During  the  year  much  work  was  done  by  the  staff  of 
the  Circulating  Department  to  make  the  books  in  the  open 
stacks  of  greater  service  to  the  patrons  of  the  library.  A 
short  story  catalogue  was  prepared,  with  cards  for  title  and 
for  author  of  every  short  story  in  the  library  in  any  collec- 
tion except  where  the  entire  collection  was  by  one  author. 
A  subject  catalogue  was  also  prepared,  consisting  of  titles 
of  fiction  and  non-fiction  grouped  under  their  subject  head- 
ings. These  catalogues  are  kept  in  the  department,  where 
the  public  has  ready  access  to  them  and  the  assistance  of 
a  library  attendant  when  it  is  needed.  As  new  books  are 
added  to  the  collection  new  cards  are  made  for  these  cata- 
logues. There  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of 
requests  received  from  university  and  high  school  instruc- 
tors for  bibliographies  on  various  subjects.  Summer  school 
faculties,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  librarian,  sent  advance 
notice  of  the  books  that  would  be  suggested  for  collateral 
reading  by  their  students.  These  lists  were  checked  and 
the  material  to  be  thus  used  was  made  available  to  the 
students. 

The  work  of  the  Juvenile  Department  has  steadily  in- 
creased. The  annual  celebration  of  Children's  Book  Week 
brought  out  an  unusually  large  number  of  parents  and 
children  to  view  the  display  made  in  that  department,  and 
Miss  McGinity  and  her  staff  received  many  compliments 
for  their  work.  Many  teachers  and  parents  called  upon 
the  head  of  this  department  for  co-operation  and  assistance 
in  selecting  books  for  children.    The  work  with  the  schools, 
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carried  on  through  the  Juvenile  Department,  showed  very 
steady  and  encouraging  progress. 

It  was  necessary  to  add  new  filing  cabinets  in  the  Regis- 
tration Department  to  provide  for  the  increased  number  of 
borrowers'  cards  and  other  records.  This  department,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Helen  Hill,  with  two  assistants,  keeps 
the  records  of  all  borrowers  and  notifies  the  borrowers  and 
guarantors  when  books  are  kept  overtime.  It  also  handles 
all  other  correspondence  of  the  library  and  compiles  all  li- 
brary statistics.  The  year  1931  proved  a  very  busy  year 
for  this  department.  More  than  twenty-five  thousand  pieces 
of  first  class  mail  were  sent  out  of  the  Main  Cibrary  during 
the  year. 

The  Magazine  and  Newspaper  Rooms  attracted  thou- 
sands of  readers,  and  many  compliments  were  paid  the 
library  on  the  completeness  of  the  collection  of  magazines 
and  newspapers  on  file  in  these  departments.  The  number 
of  readers  in  the  Reference,  Magazine  and  Newspaper  Rooms 
in  1931  was  154,929,  an  increase  of  6,632  over  the  previous 
year. 

During  the  year  12,500  books  were  added  to  the  volumes 
catalogued  in  the  Main  Library  and  branches.  Of  this  num- 
ber 10,814  were  purchased  and  1,686  were  gifts.  During 
the  same  period  6,293  books  were  lost  or  discarded  as  worn 
out.  There  were  in  the  library  at  the  end  of  1931  260,882 
books,  a  net  increase  for  the  year  of  6,207. 

Borrowers'  cards  issued  during  the  year  totaled  16,116, 
and  during  the  same  period  12,961  expired  or  were  cancelled. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  59,686  borrowers'  cards 
in  use,  an  increase  of  3,157  over  the  previous  year. 

The  Mending  Department  operated  only  in  the  fore- 
noons. In  addition  to  mending  and  making  minor  repairs 
to  the  books  of  the  Main  Library,  it  made  covers  for  many 
paper  bound  volumes,  prepared  all  the  books  for  the  binder 
and  passed  finally  on  all  books  that  were  discarded.    The 
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was  larger  by  far  than  the  number  circulated  by  any  of  the 
five  other  branches. 

The  Napoleon  Branch  was  closed  three  months  of  the 
year  for  repairs.  New  shelving  and  furniture  were  in- 
stalled. Many  of  the  books  were  rebound  and  some  new 
books  added.  In  the  nine  months  it  was  open  to  the  public 
it  circulated  83,897  books  for  home  use.  The  monthly  re- 
ports from  this  branch  indicate  that  its  circulation  is  grow- 
ing steadily. 

The  Canal  Branch,  second  only  to  the  Nix  Branch  in 
the  number  of  books  circulated,  showed  an  increase  of 
nearly  19,000  loaned  for  home  reading  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  Royal  Branch  showed  an  increase  of  nearly  11,000 
and  Algiers  something  more  than  6,000. 

The  Dryades  Branch  (for  negroes)  had  the  largest  cir- 
culation in  its  history — an  increase  of  nearly  20,000  over 
the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  a  certified  public  accountant  made  a 
very  complete  and  thorough  examination  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  library,  and  found  them  to  be  in  proper  con- 
dition. In  his  report  he  paid  a  very  high  compliment  to 
Mr.  Sam  H.  Livaudais,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
accounts  of  the  library  were  kept.  He  found  that  all  the 
expenditures  of  the  library  were  accounted  for  by  voucher."! 
and  receipted  bills. 
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The  Librarian  wishes  to  express  his  deep  appreciation 
and  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 
He  also  wishes  to  commend  the  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  Main  Library  and  the  branches  and  the  other  employees 
of  the  library  and  the  branches  for  their  loyalty  to  the 
library  and  their  efforts  to  give  good  service  to  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  D.  MOORE, 

Librarian. 
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NEW  ORLEANS  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Annual  Statement  for  1931 

RECEIPTS 

General  Fund  Balance  from  1930 I  12,892.31 

City  of  New  Orleans  Appropriation 175,000.00 

Interest  on  Daily  Bank  Balance 89.76 

Bourbon  Street  Property  Rental... 4,149.99 

Miscellaneous,  Sales  Waste  Paper,  etc 48.15 

Inyestments,  Interest  on  Coupons,  etc 360.00 

Fines — Main   Library    6,118.39 

Royal   Branch   707.06 

Algiers  Branch   373.78 

Napoleon  Branch   465.68 

Canal   Branch   758.41 

Dryades  Branch  110.97 

Nix   Memorial  Branch   1,110.62 


89,292.81 


DISBURSEMENTS 

MAIN   LIBRARY 

Books   110,798.18 

Periodicals    2,939.46 

Binding    3,504.05 

Creneral   Expenses    3,767.96 

Repairs,  Main  Library 254.32 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  1,013.00 

Insurance,  Bourbon  St.  Property 284.62 

Heating    318.60 

Printing  and  Stationary  1,054.28 

Bourbon    St.    Property,    Canal    Bank 

service   charges    4.25 

Salaries  —  Main     Library,     including 

substitutes    43,624.21 

N.    O.   Welfare    Committee — a/c    5% 

deduction   on   salaries    733.96 

168,296.89 

ROYAL   BRANCH 

Salaries   I  3,716.27 

General   Expenses   271.16 

Heating     48.00 

Binding    323.05 

Printing  and  Stationery  81.42 

$  4,439.90 

ALGIERS  BRANCH 

Salaries   I  3.577.93 

General   Expenses    206.92 

Heating   58.10 

Binding    686.45 

Printing  and  Stationery   68.72 

Repairs    14.23 

$  4,612.35 

Amounts  carried  forward  177,349.14 


1102,185.12 


1102,185.12 
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Amounts  broaght   forward   177^9.14     I1024S5.12 

NAPOLECH9  BRANCH 

Salaries     I  2;986.80 

Genera]    Expenses 807.83 

HeaUng    19.00 

Binding    964.90 

Printing  and  Stationery  140.42 

Repairs  to  Building  4,592.65 

I  9,011.60 

CANAL   BRANCH 

Salaries   %  3,463.52 

General    Expenses    224.05 

Heating    62.00 

Binding    1,195.05 

Printing  and  Stationery 119.67 

I  5,064.29 

DRYADE8    BRANCH 

Salaries   $  2,962.93 

General    Expenses   219.48 

Heating    45.50 

Binding    _ .65 

Printing  and  Stationery  69.92 

Repairs,   Building  Heating  Plant 346.33 

I  3,644.81 

NIX  MEMORIAL  BRANCH 

Salaries $  3.737.87 

General    Elxpenses   367.84 

Heating    75.60 

Binding 217.10 

Printing  and   Stationery   93.67 

Repairs    15.02 

Bronze  Tablet  for  Building 166.75 

I  4,673.85 

$  99,743.69 

Balance  $     2,44L4S 

Total „.     1102,185.12 

Balance  in  Banks: 

Canal  Bank  &  Trust  Co $2,316.18 

Hibernia  Bank  &  Trust  Co 125^5 

$     2,441.4.1 


INVESTMENT  ACCOITS'T  NEW  ORLEANS 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

15— Bonds  $1.0i>0.00  each.  Ciiy  X.  O.  Constitutional  Bonds  4%. 

4— Bonds  %    500.01^  each.  City  X.  O.  Constitutional  Bonds  A^. 

1— Bond     $1,000.00  City  of  X.  O.  Public  Improvement  •'OLD'*. 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Januarv  12th.  1932. 
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SIMON   HERNSHEIM  FUND 

Balance  from  1930 $1,027.93 

To  Interest  Bonds  of  Liquidation  "Trbstees"....      1,480.00 

$2,507.93 

EXPENDITURES 
Books   $2,383.79 

$    124.14 
Balance  In  Bank: 

Jan.  12th,  1932,  Hlbernla  Bank  &  Trust  Co $    124.14 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  LIVAUDAIS, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  REQUESTED 

BY   THE 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE 
ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 

Annual  Lii»rary  Repdrt  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1931. 

Name  oi"  Library-  New  Orleans  Public  Library. 

City  or  Town   -New  Orleans.     State — Louisiana. 

Terms  of  Use — Free  lor  lending:.     Free  for  reference. 

Number  of  Branches — Six. 

Days  open  during  the  year: 

Central    Library    353 

Branches    304 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  and  reading: 

Central    Library    76 

Branches   66 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year  . . 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by   purchase   

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  gift   

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 
ing the  year  

Total  number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year 

(count  bound  books  only) 209,918 

Number  of  volumes  of  non-fiction  lent  for 

home   use   

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home 

use    

Number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use  (A. 

L.  A.  rules  for  counting  circulation) 765,515     29S,19S     1,063,713 


Adults 

Children 

Total 

205,138 

49.537 

254,676 

6.213 

4.601 

10.814 

1,546 

140 

1,686 

2.979 

3.314 

6,293 

209,918 

50.964 

260,882 

159.826 

115.659 

275,485 

605,689 

182.539 

788,228 

RECEIPTS  FROM 

Unexpended  balance $1:^.920.24 

Local  taxation    (city  ap- 
propriation)       75.000.00 

State   grants    None 

Endowment   funds  5.629.99 

Membership  fees     None 

Fines   and    sale   of   pub- 
lications         9.644.91 

Duplicate    collection None 

Gifts     None 

Other  sources   497.91 


Total 


$104.()93.0.'i 


PAYMENTS   FOR 

Books    $13,181.97 

Periodicals     2,939.46 

Binding  6.891.26 

Salaries.     Librarv    serv- 
ice       54.308.72 

Salarie.^.     Janitor     serv- 
ice       10.494.77 

Lights   (included  in  city 

contract)    None 

Rent     None 

Permanent  improvements    5.772.40 

Other   expenses    8,538.91 

15alance  on  hand  2.565.57 


Total   $104,693.05 

Number  of  prinis   loaned   for  homo  use   None 

Xumlu»r  of  music  ndls   loaue<l   for  home  use None 

Number  of  new   borrowers  registered  during  the  year 16.118 

Number    o!     nt'wspapers    and     perio<licals    currently    received 

< Titles   not    inclu<ling  State  or   Federal   publications) 356 

Number  of  i>er.-ons  using  the  Library  for  n'a<ling  and  study        154,929 
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